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ORDERED  TO  BE  READ  IN  ALL  CHAPTER8  AND  PRESERVED 


William  S.  R.  Murch,  Kingston,  Ont. 
Grand  Z. 

Geo.  J.  Bennett,  Toronto,  Ont. 
Grand  Scribe  E. 


GRAND  CHAPTER   OF  CANADA 


PROCEEDINGS 

At  the  Fifty-Seventh  Annual  Convocation  of  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Can- 
ada, Held  in  the  Masonic  Temple,  City  of  Lon- 
don, on  Wednesday,  the  24TH  February,  A.I.  2445, 
A.D.  1915. 

PRESENT. 

M.  E.  Comp.  Daniel   F.   Macwatt Grand  Z.   ) 

R.     "  "  W.  S.  R:  Murch Grand  H.  [    Grand  Council. 

R.    "  "  A.  S.  Gorrell Grand  J.    J 

R.     "  "  Geo.   J.    Bennett Grand  Scribe  E. 

R.     -  "  O.   Elwood    Grand  Scribe  N. 

M.    "  "  George  Moore   Grand  Treasurer. 

R.     "  "  W.  S.  Ormiston as  Grand  Principal    Sojourner. 

R.     "  "  Ed.  Worth   Grand  Registrar. 

V.     "    .     "  Thbs.  Rowe   Grand  Senior  Sojourner. 

V.     "  "  R.   Shaw   Grand  Junior   Sojourner. 

R.  James  B.  Nixon Grand  Lecturer. 

V.     "  "  H.   S.    Griffin Grand  Sword  Bearer. 

V.     "  "  J.  E.  Keays. Grand  Master    of    1st    Veil. 

V.     "  "  H.   McKay    Grand  Master  of  2nd  Veil. 

V.     "  "  Hy.   Williams    Grand  Master  of   3rd  Veil. 

V.     "  "  A.   J.   Brown Grand  Master   of   4th  Veil. 

V.     "  "  Wm.   Milner    Grand  Standard  Bearer. 

R.     "  "  E.   J.   Repath as  Grand  Dir.    of    Ceremonies. 

V.     "  "  D.  G.  Davis Grand  Organist. 

R.     "  "  E.  W.  Honsinger. . .  .as  Grand  Pursuivant. 

V.     "  "  A.   Macoomb    Grand  Steward. 

V.     "  "  J.   G.   Martin    Grand  Steward. 

V.     "  "  Wm.  Smythe Grand  Steward. 

V.     "  "  J.   Orville  Clarke Grand  Steward. 

V.     "  "  S.   Grant    as  Grand  Steward. 

V.     "  "  P.    Elliott    as  Grand  Steward. 

"  "  W.   Lancaster    Grand  Steward. 

"  H.  R.  Bishop Grand  Steward. 

"  "  G.  R.  Tamlin   as  Grand  Steward. 

"  "  Jas.    W.    Rogers as  Grand  Steward. 

GRAND   SUPERINTENDENTS. 

R.  E.  Comp.  Thos.  Rowe    London  Dist.  No.  2 

R.     "        "     W.  J.  Logie   Wilson  "  "  3 

R.     "        "     H.  M.  Cook Wellington  "  "  4 

R.     "        "     Frank  Hills    Hamilton  "  "  5 
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Comp.  H.  E.  W.  Tamlyn Huron 

"  W.   H.   Shaw Toronto 

"  J.  J.  McMahon Ontario 

"  J.  M.  Potts  Prince  Edward 

"  T.  H.  Hooper    Manitoba 

-  D.  C.  Robertson Alberta  N. 

"  W.  V.   Sanders Alberta  S. 

"  C.  W.  Haentschell New  Ontario 
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A  constitutional  number  of  Chapters  being  repre- 
sented by  their  qualified  officers,  the  Fifty-seventh  An- 
nual Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch 
Masons  of  Canada  was  opened  in  Ample  Form  at  io 
o'clock  a.m. 

R.  E.  Comp.  R.  H.  Spencer,  from  the  Committee  on 
Credentials  of  Representatives,  reported  that  there  are 
I/O  warranted  Chapters  and  I  U.  D.  on  the  roll  of 
Grand  Chapter,  of  which  number  118  were  represented 
by  the  following  Companions : 

No.  1.  Ancient  Frontenac  and   Cataraqui,  Kingston. 

E.  Comps.  J.  B.  Phillips,  J.,  W.  M.  Campbell,  Z.,  W.  Y. 
Mills,  A.  W.  Winnett;  R.  E.  Comp.  W.  S.  R.  Murch; 
M.  E.  Comp.  Abraham  Shaw,  P.Z.'s. 

No.  2.  The  Hiram,  Hamilton. 

E.  Comp.  Alex.  Odell ;  V.  E.  Comps.  Geo.  H.  Lanigan, 
A.  G.  Bain;  R.  E.  Comps.  A.  W.  Peene,  Frank  Hills; 
M.  E.  Comp.  Geo.  Moore  (proxy),  P.Z.'s. 

No.  3.  St.  John's,  London. 

E.  Comps.  A.  E.  Somerville,  Z.,  W.  R.  Bishop,  R.  Oke, 
A.  M.  Trisk,  T.  G.  Davis,  G.  R.  Tambling;  V.  E.  Comp. 
Thos.  Rowe;  R.  E.  Comps.  A.  E.  Cooper,  D.  Fraser, 
O.  Elwood,  John  Graham,  P.Z.'s. 

No.  4.  St.  Andrew's  and  St.  John's,  Toronto. 

E.  Comp.  J.  W.  Rodgers;  R.  E.  Comps.  R.  W.  Clewlo, 
Henry  T.  Smith,  P.Z.'s. 

No.  5.  St.  George's,  London. 

E.  Comps.  E.  Smith,  J.,  G.  E.  Logan,  H.,  F.  S.  Thomp- 
son, Z.,  J.  A.  Atcheson,  R.  W.  Shaw,  T.  P.  Elliott, 
S.  Grant,  M.  B.  Percival;  V.  E.  Comps.  A.  A.  Campbell, 
J.  E.  Keays;  R.  E.  Comps.  W.  Spittal,  W.  A.  Wilson, 
P.Z.'s. 

No.  6.  St.  John's,  Hamilton. 

E.  Comps.  T.  H.  Hayhurst,  J.  F.  Mercer,  J.  F.  McDon- 
ald; V.  E.  Comp.  H.  A.  Mackay;  R.  E.  Comp.  W.  M. 
Logan;  M.  E.  Comp.  W.  G.  Reid  (proxy),  P.Z.'s. 
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No.  7.  The  Moira,  Belleville. 

E.  Comp.  H.  C.  Carr,  Z. ;  R.  E.  Comp.  W.  N.  Ponton, 
P.Z. 

No.  8.  King  Solomon's,  Toronto. 

E.  Comps.  A.  L.  Tinker,  J.,  Alex.  Elliott,  Z.,  W.  J.  Ram- 
say, J.  Doust,  W.  H.  Roberts ;  R.  E.  Comps.  W.  H.  Shaw, 
J.  B.  Nixon,  P.Z.'s. 

No.  15.  Wawanosh,  Samia. 

E.  Comps.  O.  Saunders  (proxy),  I.  Newton,  O.  S.  Clark; 
R.  E.  Comp.  John  Boyd,  P.Z.'s. 

No.  16.  Carleton,  Ottawa. 

E.  Comp.  R.  W.  H.  Curry,  Z. 
No.  18.  Oxford,  Woodstock. 

E.  Comp.  W.  L.  MacWhinnie;  V.  E.  Comp.  H.  A.  Big- 
gins  (proxy),   P.Z.'s. 
No.  20.  Mount  Horeb,  Brantford. 

E.  Comps.  Angus  Campbell,  Z.,  T.  S.  Blain,  P.Z. 
No.  22.  Grenville,  Prescott. 

R.  E.  Comp.  J.  F.  Graham,  P.Z. 
No.  23.  Ezra,  Simcoe. 

E.  Comps.  A.  H.  Smith,  R.  E.  Gunton,  P.Z. 
No.  24.  Tecumseh,  Stratford. 

E.  Comps.   F.   A   Copus,  Z.,   S.  J.   Mallion,   W.   N.   Mc- 

Kellar,  P.Z.'s. 
No.  26.  St.  Mark's,  Trenton. 

E.  Comp.  H.  W.  Peck,  Z.;  R.  E.  Comp.  R.  H.  Spencer 

(proxy),  P.Z. 
No.  27.  Manitou,  Collingwood. 

E.  Comp.  F.  E.  Hawkins,  Z. ;  V.  E.  Comp.  F.  B.  Gregory, 

P.Z. 
No.  29.  McCallum,  Dunnville. 

E.  Comps.  G.  E.  Parkes,  J.  A.  Scholfield,  J.  E.  Yocom, 

P.Z.'s. 
No.  30.  Huron,  Goderich. 

E.  Comps.  H.  C.  Dunlop,  Z.,  A.  Lawson,  G.  L.  Porson, 

W..F.  Gallow,  P.Z.'s. 

No.  31.  Prince  Edward,  Picton. 

E.  Comp.  S.  B.  Goering,  Z. 

No.  32.  Waterloo,  Gait. 

E.  Comp.  T.  F.  Campbell,  Z. 

No.  34.  Signet,  Barric. 

E.  Comp.  J.  W.  Merrick,  Z. ;  M.  E.  Comp.  D.  F.  Mac- 
watt,  P.Z. 
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No.  37.  Victoria,  Port  Hope. 

E.  Comp.  H.  D.  Mitchell,  Z. ;  R.  E.  Comp.  J.  W.  San 

ders,   P.Z. 
No.  40.  Guelph,  Guelph. 

R.  E.  Comp.  W.  G.  Stephenson,  Z.  and  P.Z. 
No.  41.  Harris,  Ingersoll. 

E.   Comp.  J.   L.   Revell    (proxy)  ;    V.   E.    Comp.   W.   O. 

Edwards,   P.Z.'s. 

No.  44.  Mount  Sinai,  Napanee. 

R.  E.  Comp.  J.  G.  Fennell   (proxy),  P.Z. 
No.  45.  Excelsior,  Colborne. 

E.  Comps.  W.  J.  Cochrane,  Z.,  G  M.  Peebles,  P.Z. 
No.  46.  St.  James',  St.  Mary's. 

E.  Comps.  O.  R.  Burns,  H.,  J.  W.  Hyland,  Z. 
No.  47.  Wellington,  Chatham. 

E.  Comps.  D.  W.  McDonald,  Z.,  J.  G.  Martin,  P.Z. 
No.  48.  St.  John's,  Cobourg. 

E.  Como.  T.  B.  Lapp,  Z. 
No.  52.  Prince  Rupert,  Winnipeg. 

R.  E.  Comp.  Thos,  H.  Hooper,  P.Z. ;  M.  E.  Comp.  D.  F. 

Mac  watt    (proxy). 

No.  53.  Bruce,  Petrolia. 

E.  Comp.  J.  C.  Wismer,  Z. ;  R.  E.  Comp.  John  Sinclair, 

P.Z. 
No.  54.  Palestine,  St.  Thomas. 

E.  Comps.  J.  L.  Cochrane,  Z.,  A.  Leitch,  J.  R.  Martin,  G. 

Cockrill,   J.   C.    Spencer,   T.   W.   Judd,   F.   M.   Bond,   J. 

Belfrey,  W.  V.  McDonald,  G.  T.  Kennedy;  V.  E.  Comps. 

W.   E.   Idsardi,   P.   S.   Munshall ;   R.   E.   Comps.   Henry 

Roe,  Sam  Dubber,  E.  W.  Honsinger. 

No.  58.  Pembroke,  Mattawa. 

R.  E.  Comp.  C.  W.  Haentschell   (proxy),  P.Z. 

No.  59.  Sussex,  Brockville. 

E.  Comp.  C.  E.  Parker,  Z. 

No.  61.  Granite,  Almonte. 

E.  Comp.  A.  L.  Conners  (proxy),  P.Z. 

No.  62.  York,  Toronto. 

E.  Comp.  A.  J.  Brown   (proxy),  P.Z. 

No.  64.  Willson,  Wetland. 

E.  Comp.  A.  A.  McLennan,  Z. 
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No.  65.  St.  Paul's,  Toronto. 

E.  Comp.  W.  J.  McCollum  (proxy)  ;  R.  E.  Comps.  C.  W. 
Postlethwaite,  Benj.  Allen,  Aubrey  White,  K.  J.  Dun- 
stan;  M.  E.  Comp.  F.  W.  Harcourt,  P.Z.'s. 

No.  66.  The  Mattock,  Seaforth. 

R.  E.  Comp.  R.  E.  Cooper  (proxy),  P.Z. 

No.  67.  Enterprise,  Harriston. 

E.  Comps.  A.  L.  Patterson,  Z.,  W.  D.  McLellan,  P.Z. 

No.  68.  Maitland,  N.  Augusta. 

E.  Comp.  W.  H.  Waddell  (proxy),  P.Z. 

Xo.  69.  Grimsby,  Grimsby. 

E.  Comp.  J.  H.  Culp,  Z. 

No.  70.  Grand  River,  Bracebridge. 

R.  E.  Comp.  Isaac  Huber  (proxy),  P.Z. 

No.  72.  Keystone,  Stirling. 

V.  E.   Comp.   H.   H.   Alger;   R.   E.   Comp.  J.   M.   Potts 

(proxy),  P.Z.'s. 
No.  73.  Erie,  Ridgetown. 

E.  Comp.  M.  H.  Greene,  Z.,  D.  R.  McDermid,  P.Z. 

No.  74.  Beaver,  Strathroy. 

E.  Comps.  A.  Rogers,  E.  H.  Hart,  P.Z.'s. 
No.  75.  St  Clair,  Milton. 

E.  Comps.  J.  D.  McGibbon,  Z.,  Alex.  Armstrong;  R.  E. 

Comp.  Wm.  Panton,  P.Z.'s. 

No.  76.  Mt.  Nebo,  Niagara  Falls. 

E.  Comps.  W.  E.  McCready,  H.,  F.  W.  Swannell,  P.Z. 
No.  77.  Occident,  Toronto. 

E.  Comp.  D.  J.   Proctor,  Z.;  R.  E.   Comp.  A.   G.  Hor- 

wood,   P.Z. 
No.  78.  Minnewazva,  ParkhiU. 

E.  Comp.  D.  D.  Brodie,  Z. 
No.  79.  Orient,  Toronto. 

E.  Comp.  S.  P.  Ward,  P.Z. 
No.  80.  Ark,  Windsor. 

E.  Comps.  P.  J.  McConnell,  Z.,  A.  E.  Edgar,  P.Z. 
No.  81.  Aylmer,  Aylmer. 

E.  Comps.  L.  H.  Douglass,  H.,  E.  O.  Awde,  Z. 
No.  82.  Shuniah,  Port  Arthur. 

V.  E.  Comp.  G.  H.  Lanigan  (proxy). 
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No.  83.  Ionic,  Orangeville. 

E.  Comps.  J.  H.  Hulse,  Z.,  J.  Kilpatrick,  R.  J.  Bennett, 

P.Z.'s. 
No.  84.  Lebanon,  Wingham. 

R.  E.  Comp.  H.  E.  W.  Tamlyn  (proxy),  P.Z. 
No.  88.  MacNabb,  Dresden. 

R.  E.  Comp.  Ed  Worth,  P.Z. 
No.  91.  Antiquity,  Toronto. 

E.    Comp.    H.    S.    McHenry,    H. ;    R.    E.    Comps.    W.    S. 

Milne,  G.  J.  Bennett,  P.Z.'s. 

No.  94.  Midland,  Lindsay. 

E.  Comp.  F.  Webster  (proxy)  ;  R.  E.  Comp.  J.  J.  Mc- 

Mahon,  P.Z.'s. 
No.  98.  Vancouver,  Vancouver. 

R.  E.  Comp.  Frank  Hills  (proxy). 
No.  99.  Keystone,  Portage  la  Prairie. 

R.  E.  Comp.  O.  Elwood  (proxy). 
No.  100.  St.  Lawrence,  Brockville. 

E.  Comp.  Fred  Bellamy  (proxy),  P.Z. 
No.  101.  Corinthian,  Boissevain. 

R.  E.  Comp.  R.  G.  Willis  (proxy),  P.Z. 
No.  102.  Algonquin,  Sault  Ste.  Marie. 

E.  Comp.  H.  F.  Goodfellow,  Z. 
No.  103.  St.  John's,  North  Bay. 

E.  Comp.  G.  A.  McGaughey,  Z. 
No.  106.  Alberta,  Calgary. 

R.  E.  Comp.  Geo.  Hill  (proxy),  P.Z. 
No.  112.  St.  John's,  Morrisburg. 

E.  Comp.  C.  H.  Casselman,  Z. 
No.  113.  Covenant,  Cornwall. 

E.  Comp.  H.  Williams  (proxy),  P.Z. 
No.  114.  Bonnechere,  Renfrew. 

E.  Comp.  John  Couley  (proxy),  P.Z. 

No.   115.  Brant,  Paris. 

R.  E.  Comp.  W.  J.  Logie   (proxy),  P.Z. 
No.  116.  Maple,  Carleton  Place. 

R.  E.  Comp.  D.  H.  Mcintosh  (proxy),  P.Z. 
No.  117.  Berlin,  Berlin. 

E.  Comps.  J.  A.  Holman,  J.,  N.  Downing,  H.  M.  Cook, 

P.Z.'s. 
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No.  118.  North  Star,  Edmonton. 

R.  E.  Comps.  W.  S.  R.  Murch   (proxy),  D.  C.  Robert- 
son, P.Z. 

No.  119.  King  Cyrus,  Leamington. 

E.  Comps.  W.  B.  Clifford,  Z.,  W.  A.  Baker,  Chas.  John- 
ston, P.Z.'s. 

No.  121.  Wascana,  Regina. 

R.  E.  Comp.  A.  S.  Gorrell,  P.Z. 

No.  122.  Rossland,  Rossland. 

R.  E.  Comp.  W.  S.  Ormiston   (proxy). 

No.  123.  Nelson,  Nelson. 

E.  Comp.  A.  A.  McLennan  (proxy). 

No.  124.  Westminster,  New  Westminster. 

R.  E.  Comp.  Benj.  Allen  (proxy). 

No.  125.  Rocky  Mountain,  Cranbrook. 

R.  E.  Comp.  G.  J.  Bennett  (proxy). 

No.  126.  Assiniboia,  Medicine  Hat. 

R.  E.  Comp.  W.  V.  Sanders,  P.Z. 

No.  130.  Chantry,  Southampton. 

E.  Comp.  A.  Huber  (proxy),  P.Z. 

No.  132.  Leeds,  Gananoque. 

E.  Comp.  J.  J.  Davis,  Z. 

No.  133.  St.  Francis,  Smith's  Falls. 

E.    Comp.    A.    L.    Conners;    R.    E.    Comp.    C.    Nichols 
(proxy),  P.Z.'s. 

No.  135.  Succoth,  Uxbridge. 

E.  Comp.  W.  F.  Waines,  Z.,  H.  Shelley;  V.  E.  Comp. 
V.  M.  Hare;  R.  E.  Comp.  W.  S.  Ormiston,  P.Z.'s. 

No.  136.  King  Edward,  Neepawa. 

R.  E.  Comp.  T.  H.  Hooper   (proxy). 

No.  138.  Shekinah,  Toronto. 

E.  Comp.  W.  J.  Wadsworth   (proxy),  P.Z. 

No.  139.  St.  Andrew's,  Havelock. 

E.  Comps.  J.  H.  Boylan,  Z.,  A.  Primrose,  P.Z. 

No.  141.  Keystone,  Brandon. 

M.  E.  Comp.  A.  Shaw  (proxy). 

No.  143.  Glengarry,  Maxville. 

E.  Comp.  G.  H.  McDougall,  Z. 
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No.  145.  The  St.  Patrick,  Toronto. 

E.  Comps.  Bernard  Cairns,  W.  F.  Bilger  (proxy)  ;  R.  E. 
Comp.  W.  S.  Milne,  P.Z.'s. 

No.  146.  Bernard,  Listowel. 

E.  Comp.  Alex.  Sutherland,  Z. 
No.  148.  St.  John's,  Vankleek  Hill. 

E.  Comp.  H.  C.  Jones  (proxy),  P.Z. 
No.  150.  London,  London. 

E.  Comps.  R.  Syme,  J.,  C.  R.  Hoare,  Z.,  W.  Lancaster, 
C.  C.  Reed,  F.  Marshall,  H.  J.  Heath;  V.  E.  Comp.  F.  E. 
Harley;  R.  E.  Comp.  T.  H.  Baker,  P.Z.'s. 

No.  153.  Sombra,  Sombra. 

E.  Comps.  W.  B.  Roach,  Z.,  W.  W.  Stover,  P.Z. 

No.  158.  Shekinah,  Lethbridge. 

R.  E.  Comp.  Henry  T.  Smith   (proxy). 

No.  159.  Golden  West,  High  River. 

R.  E.  Comp.  W.  V.  Sanders  (proxy). 

No.  160.  Prince  Albert,  Prince  Albert. 

R.  E.  Comp.  A.  S.  Gorrell  (proxy). 

No.  162.  Moose  Jaw,  Moose  Jazv. 

E.  Comp.  R.  H.  Clarke  (proxy),  P.Z. 

No.  163.  The  Beaches,  Toronto. 

E.  Comp.  Caspar  Clarke  (proxy),  P.Z. 

No.  164.  Lome,  West  Lome. 

E.  Comp.  W.  A.  Becker,  Z. ;  V.  E.  Comp.  Wm.  Milner, 

P.Z. 
No.  165.  . .  Saskatoon,  Saskatoon. 

R.  E.  Comp.  J.  B.  Nixon   (proxy). 

No.  166.  Moose  Mountain,  Areola. 

R.  E.  Comp.  D.  H.  Mcintosh  (proxy). 

No.  168.  Ionic,  Campbellford. 

E.  Comps.  D.  F.  Robertson,  Z.,  O.  C.  Watson,  P.Z. 

No.   169.  Temiskaming,  New  Lis k ear d. 

E.  Comp.  A.  A.  Sproule,  Z. 

No.  171.  Rabboni,  Dauphin. 

R.  E.  Comp.  W.  M.  Logan   (proxy). 
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No,  175.  The  Hamilton,  Hamilton. 

E.  Camps.  D.  J.  Peace,  J.,  J.  E.  Riddell,  Z.,  W.  H.  Davis, 
W.  H.  Ballard ;  V.  E.  Comp.  H.  S.  Griffin,  P.Z.'s. 

No.  176.  Bekah,  Macleod. 

R.  E.  Comp.  A.  G.  Horwood  (proxy). 

No.  179.  Otuskwan,  Calgary. 

R.  E.  Comp  Geo.  Hill,  Z. 

No.  182.  Camosun,  Victoria. 

R.  E.  Comp.  R.  H.  Spencer  (proxy). 

No.  184.  Hugh  Murray,  Bridgeburg. 

V.  E.  Comp.  Wm.  Smythe   (proxy),  P.Z. 

No.  185.  'Toronto,  Toronto. 

E.   Comp.   D.  Colman,   H. ;  V.  E.  Comp.   A.   Macoomb; 
R.  E.  Comp.  E.  J.  Repath,  P.Z.'s. 

No.  193.  Govan,  Govan. 

V.  E.  Comp.  J.  Orville  Clarke  (proxy),  P.Z. 

No.  195.  Peel,  Brampton. 

M.  E.  Comp.  Fred  W.  Harcourt  (proxy). 

No.  197.  Capital  City,  Edmonton. 

E.  Comp.  S.  F.  Patterson,  Z. 

No.  198.  Couchiching,  Orillia. 

E.  Comp.  W.  H.  Bennett,  Z. 

No.  199.  Vermilion,  Vermilion. 

R.  E.  Comp.  D.  C.  Robertson  (proxy),  P.Z. 

No.  202.  Mount  Olivet,  Killam. 

E.  Comp.  F.  E.  Nichol,  Z. 

Fifty-three  Chapters  are  unrepresented;  number  of 
names  registered,  248;  number  of  votes  entitled  to  be 
cast,  512. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

R.  H.  Spencer, 

C.  W.  Haentschel, 

D.  H.  McIntosh, 

Thos.  Rowe, 

Committee. 
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On  motion  of  R.  E.  Comp.  W.  S.  R.  Murch,  seconded 
by  R.  E.  Comp.  R.  H.  Spencer,  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Credentials  of  Representatives  was  received 
and  adopted. 

The  M.  E.  the  Grand  Z.  announced  that  all  Royal 
Arch  Masons  in  good  standing  and  properly  vouched  for 
would  now  be  admitted  as  visitors  during  the  sessions  of 
Grand  Chapter. 

The  Grand  Scribe  N.  read  the  rules  and  regulations 
for  the  government  of  Grand  Chapter  during  business. 
The  Grand  Scribe  E.  commenced  to  read  the  minutes  of 
the  proceedings  of  the  Fifty-sixth  Annual  Convocation, 
held  in  the  City  of  Toronto  on  Wednesday,  the  25th  of 
February,  191 4,  when  it  was  moved  by  R.  E.  Comp. 
W.  S.  R.  Murch,  seconded  by  R.  E.  Comp.  A.  S.  Gorrell, 
and 

Resolved, — That  as  the  proceedings  of  the  last  Annual  Con- 
vocation, held  on  the  25th  February,  1914,  have  been  printed  and 
copies  thereof  sent  to  all  the  Chapters  under  this  jurisdiction, 
the  recorded  minutes  be  considered  as  read,  and  the  same  be 
now  confirmed. 

R.  E.  Comp.  John  Graham,  leading  a  deputation  of 
the  three  city  Chapters,  was  announced,  and  read  the 
following  address  of  welcome,  which  the  M.  E.  the 
Grand  Z.  acknowledged  in  appropriate  terms: 

To  the  Most  Excellent  Comp.  Daniel  F.  Macwatt,  Grand  First 
Principal,  Officers  and  Members  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
Canada,  Royal  Arch  Masons: 

Most  Excellent  Sir  and  Companions, — On  behalf  of  the 
Companions  of  the  Royal  Arch  Chapters  in  the  city  of  London, 
we  have  pleasure  in  welcoming  you  on  this  occasion  of  the 
Fifty-seventh  Annual  Convocation  of  Grand  Chapter.  Your 
presence  here  to-day  we  take  as  a  distinct  mark  of  your  favor 
and  an  evidence  that  you  consider  our  city  an  important  centre 
of  your  jurisdiction. 

It  must  be  a  source  of  pride  and  satisfaction  to  this  Grand 
Body  to  reflect  on  the  continued  prosperity  of  our  Royal  Craft, 
not  only  numerically,  but  in  the  quality  and  character  of  our 
rapidly  increasing  membership,  and  we  feel  justified  in  indulging 
a  reasonable  optimism  for  the  continued  stability  of  these  ideal 
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conditions.  These  thoughts  should  inspire  us  to  put  forth  our 
truest  and  squarest  work  that  our  efforts  to  improve  the  stan- 
dard and  morality  of  mankind  may  win  the  approbation  of  Him, 
the  Great  Overseer,  the  Great  Architect  of  the  Universe. 

Your  deliberations  here  to-day  will  no  doubt  be  productive 
of  good  results,  and  while  you  sojourn  amongst  us  may  you 
find  pleasure  and  entertainment. 

We  place  at  your  disposal  and  invite  your  kindly  inspection 
of  this,  our  new  Masonic  home.  It  is  designed  for  and  devoted 
exclusively  to  the  use  of  fraternity,  and  we  take,  we  trust,  a 
pardonable  pride  in  thus  referring  to  it  as  a  striking  example 
of  the  fraternal  spirit  and  enterprise  of  the  Craftsmen  of  our 
city. 

We  hope  you  will  carry  to  your  homes  pleasant  recollections 
of  this,  the  '"Forest  City  beautiful "  of  Canada. 

Signed  on  behalf  of  the  city  Chapters, 

A.  C.  SomErvillE,  St.  John's  Chapter,  No.  3. 

F.  S.  Thomson,  St.  George's  Chapter,  No.  5. 

C.  R.  Hoare,  London  Chapter,  No.  150. 
A  deputation  from  the  Municipal  Council  was  an- 
nounced in  waiting  for  the  purpose  of  tendering  a  civic 
welcome  to  Grand  Chapter,  and  that  body  was  called  off 
for  the  purpose  of  receiving  the  city's  officials.  The 
Mayor  being  unavoidably  absent,  His  Worship  found 
an  able  representative  in  Alderman  Merrifield,  who 
voiced  the  city's  pleasure  in  greeting  the  delegates  repre- 
senting the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada  in  some  well-chosen 
and  happy  phrases,  to  which  the  M.  E.  the  Grand  First 
Principal  replied  in  equally  pleasant  words,  assuring  the 
civic  deputation  that  the  whole-hearted  welcome  of  the 
city  of  London  was  deeply  appreciated  by  the  assembled 
delegates  of  Grand  Chapter,  which  united  in  wishing  for 
their  fine  city  a  continuance  of  the  remarkable  progress 
so  distinctly  apparent  to  the  visitor. 

The  deputation  then  retired  amid  applause  and  Grand 
Chapted  was  resumed,  when 

The  M.  E.  the  Grand  Z.  directed  the  Grand  Scribe  E. 
to  call  the  roll  of  representatives  of  sister  Grand  Chap- 
ters and  invited  those  in  attendance  to  seats  on  the  dais, 
where  he  greeted  them,  the  Companions  of  Grand  Chap- 
ter standing.     The  following  answered  to  their  names: 
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M.  E.  Comp.  Abraham    Shaw    Connecticut 

R.  "  "  W.    N.    Ponton Georgia 

R.  "  "  C.  W.  Postlethwaite Iowa 

R.  "  "  Geo.   J.    Bennett Ireland 

R.  "  "  Henry   T.    Smith Kentucky 

R.  "  "  Benjamin   Allen    Maine 

R.  "  "  Alex.   G.    Horwood Missouri 

R.  "  "  Richd.    H.    Spencer Nebraska 

R.  "  "  W.   S.   R.   Murch New  Hampshire 

R.  "  "  K.    J.    Dunstan New  Jersey 

R.  "  ".  Geo.    Hill    New  South  Wales 

R.  "  "  Aubrey  White   North  Carolina 

M.  "  "  George    Moore    Nova  Scotia 

V.  "  "  Hugh  A.  MacKay Ohio 

R.  "  "  Ed.  Worth    Oklahoma 

M.  "  "  Fred.  W.  Harcourt Oregon 

M.  "  "  D.   F.   Macwatt Quebec 

R.  "  "  F.  B.  Gregory South  Carolina 

R.  "  "  A.   E.    Cooper South  Dakota 

R.  "  "  A.    S.    Gorrell Utah 

R.  "  "  J.  B.  Nixon Vermont 

M.  "  "  W.   G.   Reid Victoria 

R.  "  "  Wm.    Panton    Western  Australia 

The  grand  honors  having  been  accorded  the  represen- 
tatives of  sister  Grand  jurisdictions,  and  a  most  accept- 
able response  made  by  R.  E.  Comp.  Aubrey  White,  repre- 
senting the  Grand  Chapter  of  North  Carolina,  Grand 
Chapter  was  called  to  order,  when  the  M.  E.  the  Grand  Z. 
read  the  following: 
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ADDRESS. 

Companions  of  the  Most  Excellent  Grand  Chapter  of 
Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Canada: 

I  welcome  you  to  the  Fifty-seventh  Annual  Convoca- 
tion under  such  circumstances  as  we  never  experienced 
before  and,  I  trust,  never  shall  again.  Our  Empire  is 
being  tried,  and  tried  heavily,  but  we  all  feel  confident 
that  the  victory  will  be  with  us.  God  grant  it  may  soon 
come.  It  was  Lincoln,  I  think,  who  on  being  assured  that 
victory  must  be  with  the  Union,  because  God  was  on 
their  side,  replied  that  he  was  more  concerned  to  know  if 
they,  the  Unionists,  were  on  God's  side.  That  was  the 
all-important  point  of  view  he  had,  and  so  with  us.  If  we 
are  on  God's  side  we  shall  win,  if  not  we  shall  fail. 

The  last  time  Grand  Chapter  met  outside  the  city  of 
Toronto  it  was  in  the  city  of  London.  That  was  in  1900, 
or  fifteen  years  ago.  London  then  had  a  population  of 
38,920 ;  now  it  has  56,358,  and  has  become  one  of  our 
finest  cities.  Doubtless  the  time  of  the  year  when  Grand 
Chapter  meets  has  had  a  good  deal  to  do  with  the  Annual 
Convocation  being  held  in  Toronto  so  frequently,  and 
this  also  prevents  a  Convocation  being  held  in  other 
centres  of  this  large  jurisdiction. 

I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  state  that,  taking  the  war  into 
consideration,  we  have  had  a  good  year  financially  and 
numerically. 

The  war  has  necessarily  affected  our  finances  and  our 
increase  in  membership ;  but  need  not  have  interfered  with 
the  harmony  which  usually  exists  in  all  parts  of  this 
jurisdiction.  This  year,  unfortunately,  we  have  had  a 
rebellion  in  the  Province  of  Alberta ;  small,  it  is  true,  and 
practically  at  an  end,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  remarks  I  have 
to  make  thereon  in  a  subsequent  part  of  this  address. 

Membership. 

The  membership  has  increased  during  the  year  by 
1,082.  On  31st  December,  1913,  it  stood  at  18,333,  and 
on  31st  December,   1914,  at  19,415,  or,  deducting  those 
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removed  by  secession  of  Alberta  Chapters,  18,857.  Full 
particulars  of  the  conditions,  suspensions  and  withdraw- 
als and  deaths  will  be  found  in  the  report  of  statistics 
compiled  by  R.  E.  the  Grand  Scribe  E. 

Finances. 

The  reports  of  the  M.  E.  the  Grand  Treasurer  and 
the  R.  E.  the  Grand  Scribe  E.  show  our  finances  to  be  in 
a  very  comfortable  position.  We  had  a  balance  to  our 
credit  in  the  Bank  on  January  31st  last  'of  $7,775.09, 
less  a  small  account  of  $25.77,  leaving  the  actual  balance 
$7,749.32.  We  have  invested  in  good  securities  the  sum 
of  $31,304.54,  with  an  average  rate  of  interest  of  4  1/3 
per  cent. 

Benevolence. 

The  sum  expended  by  Grand  Chapter  for  this  purpose 
last  year  was  $1,880,  and  by  constituent  Chapters  $6,400, 
a  total  of  $8,280. 

The  Fraternal  Dead. 

M.  E.  Companion  Senator  William  Gibson,  who  filled 
the  office  of  Grand  First  Principal  of  the  Grand  Chapter 
in  1901  and  1902,  was  called  to  his  rest  on  4th  May,  1914. 
He  was  prominent  in  every  branch  of  Masonry  in  this 
Province,  was  regular  in  his  attendance  at  Grand  Chapter, 
and  his  kindly  presence,  genial  manner  and  admirable 
advice  will  be  greatly  missed.  He  was  our  Grand  Treas- 
urer after  the  death  of  M.  E.  Comp.  Hugh  Murray  until 
increasing  public  duties  compelled  his  resignation. 

And  but  a  week  or  so  ago,  on  the  13th  of  this  month, 
a  wire  from  Winnipeg  informed  me  that  our  well-known 
and  estimable  Companion  John  Leslie,  Past  Grand  Z., 
had  passed  away.  A  few  days  previously  I  had  a  letter 
from  him  to  the  effect  that  he  had  been  anticipating  the 
pleasure  of  a  reunion  with  the  Companions  at  this  Annual 
Convocation,  but  that  he  feared  his  physician's  orders 
would  compel  him  to  forego  that  looked- for  enjoyment. 
His  fears  were  justified,  and  we  will  never  see  our  dear 
Companion  again  in  the  flesh.     M.  E.  Comp.  John  Leslie 
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was  a  Mason  long  before  he  was  initiated  in  the  town  of 
Milton,  in  Ontario,  from  which  place  in  early  manhood 
he  turned  his  eyes  westward  and  settled  in  Winnipeg, 
where,  by  sterling  integrity  and  lovable,  conscientious  de- 
meanour, he  became  a  foremost  citizen  and  diligently 
identified  himself  with  his  adopted  city's  progress.  John 
Leslie  was  a  heart-born  Mason  and  was  never  happier 
than  when  engaged  with  his  brethren  in  promoting  some 
object  that  served  to  soften  life's  tribulations  for  the 
afflicted  or  to  soothe  a  brother's  pain.  M.  E.  Comp. 
Leslie  was  a  Past  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Manitoba,  and  for  many  long  years  was  a  welcome  and 
familiar  figure  at  the  Annual  Convocations  of  Grand 
Chapter,  where  the  Companions  testified  their  admiration 
for  his  valued  qualities  by  electing  him  with  unanimity  to 
the  Grand  Council  in  1904.  The  rest  was  a  foregone 
conclusion,  and  in  1907  he  was  the  undoubted  choice  of 
Grand  Chapter  for  the  highest  office  in  its  gift.  He  was 
again  the  selection  of  Grand  Chapter  in  the  following 
year,  and  his  two  years  as  Grand  First  Principal  were 
marked  by  steady  progress  and  unbroken  harmony.  The 
prominent  characteristic  of  M.  E.  Comp.  Leslie's  Masonic 
career  was  his  intense  loyalty  to  authority  and  his  deep 
abhorrence  of  anything  that  savored  of  trickery  and  de- 
ceit. I  believe  I  voice  your  sentiments,  Companions, 
when  I  say  that  our  Masonic  hearts  go  out  in  sincere 
sympathy  with  his  bereaved  widow  and  children  in  their 
deep  affliction. 

"  Mourn  not  him  whose  star  has  set, 
While  its  light  is  with  us  yet; 
While  remembered  words  are  dear, 
While  his  spirit  meets  us  here. 

Nothing  done  is  done  in  vain, 
Words  and  deeds  alike  remain ; 
Memories  soft  and  sad  become 
Angels  luring  us  to  home." 

R.  E.  Comp.  William  Forbes,  of  Grimsby,  Past  Grand 
Superintendent  of  the  Niagara  District  in  1883-4,  and 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Warrants  of  Grand  Chap- 
ter, passed  from  among  us  on  the  16th  inst,  just  a  week 
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ago.  To  those  who  knew  William  Forbes  intimately  he 
was  a  sterling  and  unchangeable  friend.  In  his  own  com- 
munity he  was  highly  respected  as  a  man  and  a  citizen  of 
blameless  character.  His  devotion  to  Masonry  was  pro- 
verbial, and  to  Royal  Arch  circles,  particularly  in  our 
own  Grand  Chapter,  his  loss  is  and  will  be  keenly  felt,  for 
he  was  seldom  absent  when  duty  called  for  his  willing 
aid.  He  was  the  Grand  Representative  of  Illinois,  and 
twelve  months  ago  completed  his  thirty-third  year  in  that 
capacity.  To  mark  the  occasion  he  caused  to  be  made  a 
gavel  from  native  wood  of  the  Niagara  district  and  had 
it  handsomely  mounted  and  engraved.  It  was  presented 
to  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Illinois  at  the  Annual  Convo- 
cation of  1914,  and  is  highly  appreciated  as  a  souvenir 
of  a  worthy  Representative. 

R.  E.  Comp.  John  deWitt  Randall  of  Niagara-on- 
the  Lake,  who  in  1913  was  Grand  Superintendent  of 
Niagara  District  No.  7,  died  with  shocking  suddenness  on 
the   10th  March,   1914. 

He  convened  in  December,  1913,  the  first  Chapter  of 
Instruction  held  in  his  district  in  twenty-five  years.  I 
had  appointed  him  a  member  of  the  Executive  Committee 
at  last  Annual  Convocation  and  had  a  letter  from  him 
acknowledging  the  acceptance  of  this  a  day  or  two  before 
his  death. 

I  have  referred  to  the  R.  E.  Companion  thus  promi- 
nently for  the  reason  that  he  was  associated  with  me 
during  my  official  term  and  I  had  learned  to  esteem  his 
excellent  qualities. 

Other  districts  have  been  afflicted  by  the  deaths  of 
Companions  who  in  the  past  have  been  active  in  sharing 
in  "  the  great  and  glorious  undertaking." 

R.  E.  Comp.  J.  E.  Tamlyn,  M.D.,  Past  Grand  Prin- 
cipal Sojourner  1880,  died  18th  December,  1914,  at 
Wingham,  Ont.  He  was  a  tower  of  strength  to  the 
Chapters  in  that  section  of  the  Province  where  he  resided 
for  so  many  years. 

R.  E.  Comp.  John  I.  Wiley,  M.D.,  Past  Grand  Super- 
intendent of  the  St.  Clair  District  in  1907.  He  died  on 
the  14th  October  last,  at  Dresden,  Ont. 


ANNUAL  CONVOCATION,  LONDON,   1915  19 

R.  E.  Comp.  J.  D.  Balfour,  M.D.,  Past  Grand  Super- 
intendent, London  District,  in  1900;  was  for  long  a 
familiar  figure  in  the  Chapters  of  his  city  and  adjacent 
locality.    He  died  7th  January,  1914,  at  London,  Ont. 

R.  E.  Comp.  Robert  Mann,  Past  Grand  Superin- 
tendent of  the  Wellington  District,  1896-7;  was  one  of 
the  veteran  workers  in  that  district  for  a  great  many 
years.  His  ever-ready  help  and  assistance  will  be  sorely 
missed.  He  died  2nd  November,  1914,  at  Orangeville, 
Ont. 

R.  E.  Comp.  James  Anderson  Frazer,  presided  over 
the  Hamilton  District  in  1890.  He  was  a  staunch  friend 
to  the  Craft.    Died  24th  October,  1914,  at  Milton,  Ont. 

R.  E.  Comp.  E.  R.  Carpenter,  Past  Grand  Superinten- 
dent of  the  Toronto  District  in  1877,  in  the  days  when  it 
covered  more  territory  than  it  does  now.  He  passed 
away  at  his  home  in  Collingwood  in  March  of  last  year. 

R.  E.  Comp.  James  Bicknell,  K.C.,  the  well-known 
counsel  and  devoted  Mason;  was  Past  Grand  Superin- 
tendent of  the  Toronto  District  in  1903.  He  died  22nd 
October,  1914,  at  Toronto. 

R.  E.  Comp.  R.  E.  Wood,  Crown  Attorney,  was  Past 
Grand  Superintendent  of  the  Ontario  District  in  1896-7, 
and  as  an  ardent  brother  and  Companion  was  esteemed 
in  Masonic  circles  generally.  His  death  at  Peterborough 
in  September  last  was  much  regretted. 

Sister  Grand  Chapters  in  the  United  States  have  lost 
many  leaders  whose  loss  will  be  felt.  The  following  is 
a  list  of  those  of  whom  we  have  fraternally  been  notified : 

Alabama — William  Yates  Titcomb,  Chairman  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Corrsepondence. 

Arkansas — James  Riley  Mahan,  P.D.G.H.P. 

Connecticut — Edmund  Tweedy,  P.G.H.P. ;  Joseph  R. 
Johnson,  P.G.H.P. 

Delaware— Enoch  Moore,  P.D.G.H.P.;  Jacob  F. 
Mynich,  P.G.H.P. ;  James  H.  Price,  Grand  Secretary. 

Idaho — James  Alonzo  Pinney,  P.G.H.P. 

Illinois — Robert  Kattner,  Grand  Sentinel. 
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Kentucky — Warren  Larue  Thomas,  P.G.H.P. ;  Henry 
Bostwick,  P.G.H.P. ;  John  Walden  Landrum,  P.G.H.P. 

Kansas— Fred  Washbon,  P.G.H.P. 

Maryland— Ferdinand  J.  S.  Gorgas,  M.D.,  P.G.H.P. 

Minnesota — Hugh  Kirkwood,  P.G.H.P. ;  Isaac  Leg- 
gett  Hart,  P.G.H.P. 

Nebraska— Harry  Porter  Deuel,  P.G.H.P.;  William 
W.  Wright,  P.G.H.P. 

Nevada— Joseph  A.  Miller,  P.G.H.P. 

New  Jersey — Thomas  Oliver  Ayers,  P.G.H.P. 

New  York— Derrick  Brown,  P.G.H.P. 

North  Carolina — James  Southgate,  P.G.H.P. 

Nova  Scotia— William  Bearisto  Alley,  P.G.H.P.  and 
Grand  Chaplain. 

Ohio— Owen  B.  Hannan,  P.G.H.P. 

Oklahoma— Zaehray  Taylor  Walrond,  P.G.H.P. ;  Rev. 
Joseph  Samuel  Murrow,  D.D.,  P.G.H.P.  and  P.  G.  Secre- 
tary. 

Oregon— Lewellyn  Clay  Marshall,  G.H.P. 

Pennsylvania — Samuel  Laughlin,  Grand  Scribe ;  Win- 
field  Scott  Bell,  Grand  King. 

South  Carolina — Augustine  Thomas  Smythe,  P.G. 
H.P. 

Tennessee — James  Daniel  Richardson,  P.G.H.P. ; 
Barnard  Aaron  Phillips,  Grand  Sentinel. 

Returns. 

The  office  of  the  Grand  Scribe  E.  is  again  congested 
with  arrears  of  work  which  should  have  been  sent  in  at 
intervals  during  the  year.  One  return  received  in  October 
last,  and  which  I  happened  to  observe  myself,  called  for 
certificates  for  Companions  who  had  been  exalted  as 
follows : 

One  exalted  12  years  ago,  in  1903. 

Two  exalted  10  years  ago,  in  1905. 

One  exalted    9  years  ago,  in  1906. 

Six  exalted     8  years  ago,  in  1907. 

Two  exalted     7  years  ago,  in  1908. 
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Besides  the  length  of  time  which  had  elapsed  since 
exaltation,  it  was  found  that  one  had  died  seven  years 
ago,  and  two  had  been  suspended  five  years !  Within  the 
last  few  days  I  have  seen  returns  of  exaltations  during 
the  current  year  which  are  enough  to  congest  matters  in 
the  G.  S.  E.'s  office  for  months,  and  which,  if  the  law 
were  obeyed,  might  easily  have  been  disposed  of  many 
months  ago.  The  neglect  entailed  heavy  work  on  the 
office  at  its  busiest  period,  besides  doing  injustice  to  Com- 
panions who  are  entitled  to  and  naturally  expect  the 
Grand  Chapter  certificate  they  have  paid  for. 

Section  97  of  the  Constitution  provides  that  "  Every 
Chapter  shall,  within  one  month  after  each  exaltation, 
send  in  a  return  to  the  Grand  Scribe  E.,  specifying  the 
date  of  exaltation,  with  the  dates  when  the  Companions 
received  the  degrees  of  Mark  Master  Mason  and  Most 
Excellent  Master,  and  shall  apply  for  the  registration  of 
his  name  on  the  books  of  the  Grand  Chapter  and  for  a 
certificate  under  seal  signed  by  the  Grand  Scribe  E.," 
etc.,  etc. 

Section  90 :  "  The  Scribe  E.  shall  .  .  .  make  all 
returns  required  by  Grand  Chapter,"  etc. 

As  it  seems  to  be  of  little  use  to  call  the  attention  of 
certain  Scribes  E.  to  their  duties,  let  me  quote  Section  86 : 
"  The  First  Principal  is  responsible  for  the  due  observ- 
ance of  the  laws  relating  to  subordinate  Chapters  and 
that  all  returns  are  made  and  fees  and  dues  paid  to  Grand 
Chapter,"  etc.,  etc. 

I  call  the  attention  of  my  successor  to  the  above 
clauses,  and  if  such  negligent  conduct  is  in  future  the 
cause  of  trouble  I  suggest  that  not  only  the  Scribe  E. 
should  be  suspended,  but  the  First  Principal  as  well.  The 
latter  officer  must  do  something  more  than  confer  degrees 
and  preside  at  Convocations  of  his  Chapter.  He  must  see 
that  his  officers  perform  their  duty,  and  especially  that 
our  laws  are  observed. 

Grand  Superintendents  should  also  examine  into  this 
matter  in  future  and  promptly  report  any  in  arrears. 
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Appointments. 

A  vacancy  having  occurred  in  the  representation  of 
the  Grand  Chapter  of  Missouri  near  our  Grand  Chapter, 
I  recommended  the  appointment  of  R.  E.  Comp.  Alex.  G. 
Horwood  of  Toronto,  which  the  Grand  High  Priest  of 
that  jurisdiction  was  graciously  pleased  to  accept. 

The  death  of  R.  E.  Comp.  John  deWitt  Randall  of 
Niagara-on-the-Lake  occurred  on  ioth  of  March  last,  and 
as  I  had  appointed  him  on  the  Executive  Committee,  I 
filled  the  vacancy  by  the  appointment  of  V.  E.  Comp. 
J.  E.  Merriman  of  St.  Catharines. 

R.  E.  Comp.  Richard  Raikes,  M.D.,  of  Midland,  Grand 
Superintendent  of  Georgian  District  No.  9,  having  gone 
to  the  front  with  the  First  Contingent,  I  was  happy  in 
securing  R.  E.  Comp.  Alexander  Cowan  of  Barrie,  a  Past 
Grand  Superintendent,  to  act  in  his  stead,  which  he  has 
done  in  his  usual  painstaking  manner.  The  thanks  of 
Grand  Chapter  should  be  tendered  to  the  R.  E.  Com- 
panion. 

R.  E.  Comp.  John  Fraser  of  Petrolia,  having  resigned 
his  office  of  Grand  Superintendent  of  London  District 
No.  2  on  account  of  ill-health,  I  was  fortunate  in  securing 
V.  E.  Comp.  Thomas  Rowe  of  London  to  fill  the  vacancy, 
which  he  has  done  in  a  most  efficient  manner.  I  recom- 
mend that  Grand  Chapter  confer  on  V.  E.  Companion 
Rowe  the  rank  of  a  Past  Grand  Superintendent. 

R.  E.  Comp.  F.  H.  Spence  of  Berlin,  Grand  Superin- 
tendent of  Wellington  District  No.  4,  having  resigned  on 
account  of  ill-health,  I  appointed  E.  Comp.  H.  M.  Cook 
to  act,  and  he  has  performed  his  duties  to  my  entire  satis- 
faction. Grand  Chapter  should  also  in  this  case  confer 
the  rank  of  a  Past  Grand  Superintendent  on  E.  Com- 
panion Cook. 

I  would  also  submit  for  similar  recognition  the  name 
of  V.  E.  Comp.  John  Black,  who  has  for  some  years  acted 
in  that  capacity,  with  faithful  care  for  the  Yukon  terri- 
tory and  has  undoubtedly  earned  this  favor  at  our  hands. 
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Official  and  Fraternal  Visits. 

I  have  not  visited  as  many  constituent  Chapters  this 
year  as  last,  yet  I  have  made  eight  visits  to  such,  besides 
attending  at  Hamilton,  Toronto  (on  very  many  occa- 
sions) and  Ottawa  in  connection  with  the  work  of  Grand 
Chapter.  There  have  been  quite  a  number  of  Chapters 
of  Instruction  held  during  the  year  (I  am  informed  15  in 
all),  of  which  I  attended  seven — at  Stirling,  Paris, 
Ottawa,  Broekville,  Hamilton,  Niagara  Falls  and  St. 
Thomas.  Besides  those  I  was  able  to  attend,  Chapters  of 
Instruction  have  been  held. at  Toronto  (3),  Sandwich, 
Berlin,  Portage  la  Prairie,  and  other  places. 

On  all  my  visits  I  have  been  cordially  received  and 
heartily  welcomed.  There  is  less  expense  incurred  than 
formerly  at  Chapters  of  Instruction,  and  this  I  hope  will 
extend,  so  that  every  district  will  hold  such  a  meeting 
yearly.  They  do  good  to  all  who  attend.  The  Com- 
panions meet  old  friends  and  make  new  ones,  and  they 
work  for  uniformity  in  a  way  that  nothing  else  can  do. 
Those  Chapters  which  are  in  a  decadent  state  and  those 
whose  officers  imagine  they  are  perfect  in  the  work  are 
the  ones  that  fail  to  attend  such  functions.  The  Chapter 
that  never  visits  or  whose  members  never  see  the  work, 
except  in  their  own  Chapter,  I  have  invariably  found  are 
not  up  to  date  and  need  the  instruction  much  more  than 
many  others. 

Ceremonies. 

At  last  Annual  Convocation  I  was  directed  to  appoint 
a  Committee  to  revise  the  Ceremonies  and  report  at  this 
Convocation.  I  regret  to  say  I  found  myself  unable  to 
carry  out  these  instructions.  It  is  a  committee  which 
requires  careful  selection  in  many  ways,  and  being  of  that 
belief,  as  one  I  particularly  desired  to  have  on  it  was  out 
of  the  country,  and  on  his  return  the  health  of  another 
was  such  that  at  the  time  he  could  not  act,  I  deferred  it 
for  some  time.  Then  events  of  unexpected  gravity  came 
on  and  other  sicknesses  arose  which  prevented  me  from 
carrying  out  your  instructions.    I  regret  this  sincerely,  as 


24        GRAND  CHAPTER  OF  CANADA 

the  more  I  attend  Chapters  of  Instruction  the  more  need 
I  see  for  a  closer  and  more  thorough  attention  to  the 
practice  of  uniformity. 

Grand  Chapter  of  New  York. 

I  was  invited  last  month  to  attend  the  Grand  Chapter 
of  the  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  the  State  of  New  York, 
which  held  its  Annual  Convocation  at  Albany,  in  that 
State,  on  the  2nd  and  3rd  days  of  February  instant.  I 
was  most  cordially  received  by  the  M.  E.  the  Grand  High 
Priest,  Comp.  Arthur  Warren,  and  the  officers  and  mem- 
bers of  Grand  Chapter,  and  conveyed  to  them,  on  your 
behalf,  our  fraternal  greetings.  These  were  reciprocated 
and  I  was  desired  to  give  you  their  fraternal  greetings, 
which  I  now  do.  I  hope  we  may  have  the  honor  of  a 
visit  from  the  Grand  High  Priest  at  this  Convocation. 
I  have  tendered  him  a  cordial  invitation  to  be  with  us. 

Fraternal  Courtesy  Acknowledged. 

Two  members  of  Chapters  in  this  jurisdiction  who  had 
received  the  preliminary  degrees  at  home  found  them- 
selves, through  business  circumstances,  unable  to  com- 
plete their  Royal  Arch  course  in  their  own  Chapters  and 
made  enquiry  as  to  their  being  able  to  have  the  supreme 
degree  conferred  upon  them  in  a  Chapter  of  the  juris- 
diction where  they  were  compelled  for  the  time  being  to 
reside.  The  Chapters  to  which  they  belonged,  viz., 
Oxford,  No.  18,  Woodstock,  and  Prince  Rupert,  No.  52, 
Winnipeg,  furnished  the  particulars  to  the  Grand  Scribe 
E.,  who  made  representations  to  the  M.  E.  the  Grand 
High  Priests  of  Michigan  and  California  respectively, 
through  the  Grand  Secretaries  of  both  jurisdictions,  and 
permission  was  at  once  accorded  for  Battle  Creek  Chap- 
ter, No.  19,  Michigan,  in  the  first  case,  and  Crown  Chap- 
ter, No.  72,  of  Pasadena,  Cal.,  in  the  other,  to  exalt  the 
two  Canadian  brethren.  I  hereby  acknowledge,  with  the 
thanks  of  Grand  Chapter,  the  fraternal  courtesy  thus 
cheerfully  extended  to  our  request. 
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Grand  Superintendents. 

Not  as  many  Chapters  of  Instruction  have  been  held 
during  the  year  as  last,  caused  doubtless  by  the  war.  Yet 
whenever  I  have  attended  I  can  see  that  the  instruction 
the  Grand  Superintendent  gets  is  telling.  There  is  more 
uniformity  than  formerly.  Grand  Chapter  must  insist  on 
those  elected  to  this  office  from  the  Province  of  Ontario 
being  present  for  installation  and  subsequent  instruction, 
unless  under  very  extreme  cases.  I  have  received  mater- 
ial assistance  from  many  of  the  Grand  Superintendents, 
and  so  far  as  I  have  seen  or  heard  they  have  been  faithful 
in  the  performance  of  their  duty. 

The  reports  of  these  officers  were  again  kept  back  by 
the  neglect  of  several  of  the  Chapters  to  send  in  the 
summary  of  information  as  required  by  the  Grand  Chap- 
ter. Grand  Superintendents,  writing  as  late  as  31st  Janu- 
ary, reported  that  they  delayed  merely  for  the  sake  of 
one  or  two  Chapters,  but  if  they  did  not  come  within  a 
few  days  they  would  have  to  send  the  report  without  it. 

Dispensation  for  New  Chapters. 

The  proper  documents  have  been  laid  before  me 
asking  for  dispensations  for  new  Chapters.  I  caused  such 
to  be  issued  to  the  following: 

Hillvue  Chapter,  at  Hillcrest,  Alta. 
Tau  Cross  Chapter,  at  Claresholm,  Alta. 
King  George  Chapter,  at  Yorkton,  Sask. 
Mount  Olivet  Chapter,  at  Killam,  Alta. 

I  received  from  the  Grand  Superintendent  of  New 
Ontario  District  No.  20,  R.  E.  Comp.  C.  W.  Haent- 
schel,  M.D.,  a  petition  for  a  Chapter  at  Cobalt,  the  nearest 
Chapter  being  that  at  New  Liskeard.  The  petition  was  in 
order  and  approved  by  the  Grand  Superintendent  and  the 
Chapter  at  New  Liskeard.  The  question  of  jurisdiction 
over  Haileybury,  situate  midway,  came  up.  I  directed 
that  evidence  be  got  showing  where  the  dividing  line  be- 
tween New  Liskeard  and  Cobalt  would  be.  Two  survey- 
ors ran  the  line  and  agreed  that  it  was  in  the  middle  of 
the  main  street  of  Haileybury.    We  would  then  have  New 
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Liskeard  having  jurisdiction  to  the  north  of  the  main 
street  and  Cobalt  to  the  south.  As  this  would  be  for  all 
time  a  source  of  trouble  to  everyone  concerned,  I  refused 
to  grant  the  dispensation  unless  New  Liskeard  and  Cobalt 
should  agree  to  have  concurrent  jurisdiction  in  Hailey- 
bury.  This  New  Liskeard  refused  to  do,  and  so  the 
matter  stands.  I  recommend  that  Grand  Chapter,  by 
resolution,  decide  that  should  a  dispensation  be  granted 
in  the  future  for  a  Chapter  at  Cobalt,  the  latter  shall  have 
concurrent  jurisdiction  with  the  New  Liskeard  Chapter 
in  Haileybury. 

Dispensations  for  Other  Causes. 

Requests  for  the  Grand  Z.'s  authority  to  legalize  Chap- 
ter requirements  were  frequent  and  much  of  the  usual 
variety.  The  important  events  of  the  latter  half  of  a 
remarkable  period  were  responsible  for  many  applica- 
tions. Permission  was  asked  in  some  thirty  cases  to 
qualify  Companions  for  the  Principals'  chairs  who  were 
otherwise  ineligible  by  reason  of  lacking  the  stipulated 
service  in  the  lesser  position.  Ten  were  to  authorize  a 
change  in  date  of  election  or  installation  of  officers  neces- 
sitated by  unavoidable  happenings.  Two  were  to  confer 
the  degrees  on  brethren  not  M.  M.'s  the  required  period, 
two  on  brethren  whose  services  were  necessary  as  janitor 
and  caretaker,  and  three  to  Chapters  holding  public  enter- 
tainments at  which  the  Companions  desired  to  wear  the 
R.  A.  apron  and  sash. 

Very  often  requests  for  these  dispensations  were  un- 
accompanied by  sufficiently  clear  and  explicit  reasons  for 
making  the  request,  and  in  not  a  few  instances  had  to  be 
declined.  The  Grand  Z.  should  not  be  asked  to  sanction 
an  infraction  of  regulation  or  by-law  without  the  sub- 
mission of  a  full  and  plain  statement  of  the  occasion  of 
the  request.  Chapter  officers  should  bear  this  in  mind  in 
future  and  save  themselves  or  their  Chapter  a  possible 
disappointment. 
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Hillcrest,  Alberta,  Disaster. 

This  terrible  mining  catastrophe  happened  on  the  19th 
day  of  June,  1914,  by  which  many  men,  nearly  all  mem- 
bers of  the  Craft,  lost  their  lives,  and  many  widows  and 
children  were  left  in  destitute  circumstances.  As  we  had 
just  formed  a  Chapter  U.D.  at  Hillcrest,  and  as  several 
of  the  members  belonged  to  it,  I  directed  that  the 
sum  of  $250  be  forwarded  for  general  relief,  which  was 
done,  and  was  expended  by  the  Relief  Committee  ap- 
pointed by  the  Craft  Lodge.  I  trust  my  action  in  the 
matter  will  meet  with  your  approval. 

Klondike  Chapter  No.  154,  Dawson,  Y.T. 

About  the  20th  of  December  last  I  received  a  series  of 
resolutions  passed  by  this  Chapter  on  the  27th  of  Novem- 
ber (see  Appendix  No.  1),  which  you  will  notice  criti- 
cizes the  action  of  the  Grand  First  Principal  in  the 
Alberta  matter  in  suspending  those  in  rebellion  in  that 
Province.  The  Grand  First  Principal  is  not  immune  from 
criticism,  and  any  Companion  or  Chapter  can  have  Grand 
Chapter  decide  whether  that  officer  has  performed  his 
duty  properly  or  not;  but  this  Chapter  went  further  and 
usurped  the  powers  of  Grand  Chapter  and,  without 
authority,  sent  out  the  resolutions  to  the  Chapters  in  four 
cities  in  Ontario,  three  in  British  Columbia,  two  in  Sas- 
katchewan, and  one  in  Manitoba.  Such  contumacious 
action  on  the  part  of  a  constituent  Chapter  could  not  be 
passed  over.  Chapters  cannot  be  allowed  to  circularize 
other  Chapters  when  they  consider  they  have  a  grievance. 
Our  Constitution  provides  the  remedy,  and  if  objection 
be  taken  to  any  act  of  the  Grand  First  Principal,  Grand 
Chapter  is  the  body  which  can  effectively  deal  with  it. 
I  therefore  wrote  on  the  24th  December  to  the  acting 
Grand  Superintendent  and  wired  him  as  well  to  call  a 
special  Convocation  of  the  Chapter  forthwith  to  revoke 
the  resolutions,  apologize  to  Grand  Chapter,  and  notify  all 
Chapters  circularized  that  the  resolutions  had  been  res- 
cinded. That  if  this  was  refused  he  was  to  arrest  the 
Warrant.  The  special  Convocation  was  duly  held  on  the 
7th  day  of  January  last,  when  the  request  of  the  Grand 
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First  Principal  was  acceded  to,  and  I  trust  this  will  end 
the  matter  and  prove  a  warning  not  only  to  the  Chapter 
in  question,  but  to  any  others  who  may  feel  inclined  to 
interfere  in  matters  not  altogether  their  own. 

Arrears  of  Dues. 

I  cannot  as  yet  say  whether  my  ideas  as  expressed  in 
my  address  a  year  ago  are  correct  or  not,  that  the  returns 
of  dues  in  arrears  were  very  incorrect.  The  Grand 
Superintendents,  however,  inform  me  that  arrears  are 
not  so  heavy,  and  I  observe  from  the  notices  of  Convo- 
cations received  by  me  that  the  Scribes  E.  are  looking 
after  this  much  more  closely  than  formerly.  I  trust, 
therefore,  that  when  all  returns  are  in  it  will  be  found 
that  we  are  remedying  this  state  of  affairs. 

Life  Membership. 

I  again  call  the  attention  of  Grand  Chapter  to  the 
viciousness  of  life  membership  unless  closely  guarded.  I 
have  had  by-laws  sent  to  me  for  approval  during  the 
year  which  I  was  powerless  to  oppose,  yet  I  felt  con- 
vinced they  were  not  in  the  interests  of  the  Chapters  sub- 
mitting same.  Action,  and  that  promptly,  should  be  taken. 

By-Laws. 

There  is  great  carelessness  I  find  in  submitting  by- 
laws for  approval.  The  requirements  of  the  Constitution 
must  be  observed  or  delay  will  inevitably  occur.  The 
Grand  First  Principal  must  have  evidence  before  him  that 
the  legal  requirements  have  been  fully  carried  out  before 
approval  can  be  given.  I  refused  to  approve  a  code  of 
by-laws  that  was  mainly  composed  of  sections  of  the 
Constitution  covering  fully  three-quarters  of  the  whole. 
No  section  of  the  Constitution  should  appear  in  by-laws. 

The  War. 

We  hear  and  see  and  read  so  much  from  day  to  day 
about  the  war  in  which  the  Empire  is  engaged  that  I 
refrain,  practically,  from  saying  anything  about  it.     In 


ANNUAL  CONVOCATION,  LONDON,  1915  29 

Craft  and  Knight  Templar  circles  in  Canada  subscrip- 
tions have  been  called  for  from  each  member.  In  the 
Scottish  Rite  a  grant  was  made  from  the  funds  of  the 
institution. 

As  we  are  all  being  called  on  from  week  to  week  to 
contribute  to  Patriotic,  Belgian  and  Red  Cross  Funds 
and  there  are  so  many  who  subscribe  a  monthly  sum  till 
the  war  is  over,  I  hesitated  to  send  out  a  call  to  our 
membership. 

If  Grand  Chapter  agrees  with  me,  I  suggest  that  a 
grant  be  made,  distributed  as  may  seem  best  to  this  body. 
In  this  way  all  will  contribute  and  they  can  still  give  such 
sums  personally  as  their  circumstances  will  permit. 

The  Albert  a  Revolt. 

As  intimated  in  my  address  last  February,  there  has 
been  a  feeling  of  unrest  in  Capitular  Masonic  circles 
among  a  few  in  the  Province  of  Alberta.  After  several 
abortive  attempts  to  form  a  Grand  Chapter  in  that  Prov- 
ince, on  the  29th  of  May  last,  at  a  convention  called  by 
the  First  Principals  of  eight  out  of  fourteen  Chapters,  two 
of  whom,  at  least,  were  not  authorized  to  do  so  by  their 
respective  Chapters,  and  more  may  have  been  in  the  same 
position,  while  one  was  instructed  not  to  consent  to  such 
formation  without  the  consent  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
Canada,  a  resolution  to  form  a  Grand  Chapter  was 
adopted  by,  as  alleged,  a  vote  of  five  Chapters  to  four. 

The  first  intimation  I  had  that  certain  Companions  of 
Alberta  had,  contrary  to  all  Masonic  law  and  precedent, 
without  notice  to,  and  without  the  consent  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Canada,  formed  a  so-called  Grand  Chapter  of 
Alberta,  was  the  receipt  by  the  Grand  Scribe  E.,  R.  E. 
Companion  George  J.  Bennett,  of  the  following  telegram : 

Calgary,  Alta.,   May  29,   1914. 

George  J.  Bennett,  Grand  Scribe  E.,  Room  9,  Temple  Building, 
Toronto,  Ont. 
Grand  Royal  Arch   Chapter  of  Alberta  formed  to-day.     S. 
Y.  Taylor,  of  Calgary,  Grand  First  Principal,  M.  M.  Downey,  of 
Calgary,  Grand  Scribe  E. 

M.  M.  Downey,  739  19th  Ave.  N.W. 
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The  Grand  Scribe  E.  at  once  telephoned  me  and  I 
instructed  him  to  call  a  meeting  of  as  many  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Executive  Committee  as  could  be  got  to 
attend  in  Toronto  on  twenty- four  hours'  notice.  This 
was  done,  and  on  the  ist  of  June,  after  the  matter  had 
been  fully  discussed,  it  was  unanimously  decided  that  I 
should  suspend  Comps.  Taylor,  Downey  and  the  installing 
officer,  J.  N.  Rankin,  and  await  further  information  as  to 
what  had  actually  taken  place  at  the  convention.  It  was 
also  determined  that  a  circular  letter  (Appendix  3) 
should  be  sent  to  all  the  participating  Chapters  in  the 
Province  of  Alberta,  giving  them  thirty  days  in  which  to 
declare  themselves. 

In  my  address  last  year  I  said :  "  I  do  not  think  the 
establishment  of  a  Grand  Chapter  should  be  attempted 
without  consultation  with  the  mother  Grand  Chapter,  and 
I  am  sure  if  she  were  satisfied  that  the  child  could  walk 
she  would  readily  consent."  The  hint  is  there  given  that 
Grand  Chapter  should  be  consulted  before  action,  but  it 
was  not  taken.  On  the  contrary,  behind  our  backs  and 
without  even  asking  for  consent,  they  proceeded  to  carry 
out  their  design,  notwithstanding  that  loyal  Companions 
present  at  the  convention  protested,  urging  the  propriety 
and  need  of  obtaining  the  mother  Grand  Chapter's  sanc- 
tion. 

Although  the  circular  letter  of  3rd  June  (Appendix  3) 
gave  them  thirty  days  to  reconsider  the  action  taken,  only 
one  Chapter,  Keystone,  U.D.,  did  so.  The  First  Principal 
of  that  Chapter  stated  that  after  the  Chapter  had  read 
the  letter  they  decided  to  remain  loyal,  which  they  have 
done.  This  First  Principal,  I  may  say,  attended  the  con- 
vention and  voted  in  favour  of  the  action  taken  by  the 
body  when  formed  as  the  so-called  Grand  Chapter  of 
Alberta,  but  on  perusing  the  before  mentioned  circular 
he  wrote  that  its  reasonableness  appealed  to  him  and 
changed  the  opinion  he  had  formed  from  the  representa- 
tions made  to  him  by  the  promoters  of  the  schism.  When 
the  thirty  days  had  expired  no  reconsideration  had  taken 
place  except  as  stated  above. 
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Circulars  were  issued  to  the  Grand  Chapters  of  the 
world  and  to  the  Chapters  in  our  own  jurisdiction,  in- 
forming them  of  the  state  of  affairs  (see  Appendices  6 
and  7).  Subsequently  I  received  a  full  and  accurate  ac- 
count of  the  convention  from  R.  E.  Comp.  A.  C.  Kemmis, 
K.C.,  Past  Grand  Superintendent,  of  Pineher  Creek,  with 
a  supplementary  letter  (Appendices  4  and  5),  which,  how- 
ever, I  shall  read,  so  that  you  may  fully  understand  the 
position  of  affairs  and  the  high-handed  manner  in  which 
the  pre-arranged  scheme  was  carried  to  its  conclusion. 

Later  I  received  a  copy  of  a  circular  issued  by  the 
officers  of  the  so-called  Grand  Chapter,  dated  12th  July 
(Appendix  9),  and  on  17th  July  caused  the  circular 
(Appendix  8)  to  issue  suspending  the  seven  Chapters 
and  their  membership,  as  well  as  the  Companions  who 
had  taken  an  active  part  in  the  organization  of  the  so- 
called  Grand  Chapter.  It  may  be  well  to  point  out  here 
that  no  other  reply  but  the  one  stated  above  was  received 
from  any  of  the  seceders,  whether  as  the  result  of  undue 
influence  or  not  I  cannot  say.  It  is  clear  from  a  perusal 
of  the  appendices  herein,  and  we  know  it  is  a  fact,  that  the 
large  bulk  of  the  membership  was  ignorant  of  the  pur- 
pose intended  by  the  leaders  of  the  revolt  and  of  the 
action  taken. 

On  referring  to  the  very  full  account  of  what  took 
place  at  the  convention  set  out  in  appendices  Nos.  4  and  5 
you  will  see  that  if  the  leaders  of  the  revolt  adhered  to 
truth  the  vote  should  have  been  reversed,  four  for  and 
five  against. 

On  the  31st  December,  1913,  we  had  fourteen  Chapters 
in  that  Province  with  1,075  members.  At  the  present 
time  we  have  fourteen  Chapters  with  807  members.  Of 
the  membership  at  the  former  date  we  have  reason  to 
believe  not  more  than  200  knew  of  the  movement;  no 
notices  were  issued  to  the  membership  as  a  whole ;  in  fact 
prominent  members  such  as  the  Grand  Superintendents 
were  never  notified  or  asked  to  take  part  in  the  conven- 
tion. As  the  books  of  the  Chapters  were  removed  by  the 
seceders  we  cannot  give  the  correct  membership  at  pres- 
ent that  they  have. 
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The  fourteen  Chapters  we  had  in  the  Province  last 
May  were : 

Alberta,  No.  106,  Calgary.  Otuskwan,  No.  179,  Calgary. 

Mt.    Horeb,    No.    172,    Wetas-  Calgary,  No.  189,  Calgary. 

kiwin.  Capital  City,  U.D.,  Edmonton. 

Bow  Valley,  No.  188,  Gleichen.  Assiniboia,    No.    126,    Medicine 

Keystone,  U.D.,  Red  Deer.  Hat. 

Vermilion,  U.D.,  Vermilion.  Golden    West,    No.    159,    High 

Shekinah,  No.  158,  Lethbridge.  River. 

Bekah,  No.  176,  Macleod.  Kether,  No.  177,  Pincher  Creek. 
North  Star,  No.  118,  Edmonton. 

The  fourteen  Chapters  we  have  now  are : 

Alberta,  No.  106,  Calgary.  Capital  City,  U.D.,  Edmonton. 

Assiniboia,    No.    126,    Medicine  Vermilion,  U.D.,  Vermilion. 

Hat.  Tau  Cross,  U.D.,  Claresholm. 

North  Star,  No.  118,  Edmonton.  Bekah,  No.  176,  Macleod. 

Shekinah,  No.  158,  Lethbridge.  Otuskwan,  No.  179,  Calgary. 

Golden    West,    No.    159,    High  Keystone,  U.D.,  Red  Deer. 

River.  Hillvue,  U.D.,  Hillcrest. 

Kether,  No.  177,  Pincher  Creek.  Mt.  Olivet,  U.D.,  Killam. 

So  that,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  the  only  Chapters  wholly 
drawn  into  the  secession  movement  by  the  leaders  of  the 
agitation  are  three,  viz.:  Calgary,  No.  189,  of  Calgary; 
Bow  Valley,  No.  188,  Gleichen,  and  Mt.  Horeb,  No.  172, 
Wetaskiwin,  augmented  by  the  disaffected  members  of 
one  or  two  Chapters  located  in  the  cities. 

The  returns  made  by  the  fourteen  Chapters  up  to  date 
show  the  following: 

— No.  members. — 
Last  year.     At  present. 

106,  Alberta   266  38 

118.  North    Star    160  19 

172,  Mount  Horeb   67 

179,  Otuskwan 52  25 

188,  Bow   Valley    49 

189,  Calgary   62 

U.  D.  Keystone 10  76 

U.  D.  Capital    City    48  159 

U.  D.  Vermilion    10  56 

126,  Assiniboia  114  149 

158,  Shekinah 90  91 

159,  Golden   West    87  89 

176,  Bekah  34  26 

177,  Kether  26  28 

U.  D.  Hillvue   11 

U.  D.  Tau    Cross    23 

U.  D.  Mount    Olivet    17 

1075  807 

Loss— 268. 
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Last  Thursday,  the  17th  inst,  I  received  a  night  letter- 
gram from  the  Scribe  E.  of  Alberta  Chapter,  No.  106,  to 
the  following  effect: 

"  M.  E.  Sir, — About  eight  officers,  soldiers,  leaving  imme- 
diately for  front,  applied  for  exaltation.  Kindly  telegraph  dis- 
pensation immediately  to  confer  degrees  one  day,  cancelling 
usual  time,  notification  of  members.     Thanking  you  in  advance." 

And  my  reply  was: 

"  G.  Z.  desires  First  Principal's  assurance  that  members 
have  been  duly  notified  and  agreed  and  candidates  qualified.  See 
Section  92.  Under  these  conditions  go  ahead  Send  also  names 
of   all  proposed." 

Which  doubtless  was  acted  on. 

The  Appendices  Nos.  2  to  20  give  copies  of  all  the 
documents,  such  as  circulars  and  letters,  explanatory  of 
what  was  done  on  the  29th  of  May  and  since,  and  show 
fully  how  the  warrants,  regalia,  moneys  and  property 
of  several  Chapters  were  removed  and  appropriated  by 
the  seceders,  although  they  know,  or  should  have  known, 
that  such  action  was  most  reprehensible.  Section  2  of  the 
Constitution  reads: 

"  Jurisdiction. — This  Grand  Chapter  is  a  body  of 
Royal  Arch  Masons  in  which  is  invested  the  government 
and  care  of  Capitular  Masonry  within  the  Provinces  of 
Ontario,  Manitoba,  Saskatchewan,  Alberta  and  British 
Columbia  and  the  North  West  Territories  in  the  Domin- 
ion of  Canada.,, 

Section  79:  "  .  .  .  .  If  the  majority  of  mem- 
bers withdraw  from  a  Chapter  the  power  of  assembly 
exists  with  those  remaining,  provided  the  number  be  not 
less  than  nine,  but  if  less  than  nine  remain  the  Chapter 
becomes  extinct  and  its  warrant,  records  and  property 
revert  to  Grand  Chapter." 

Every  one  of  the  seceders,  as  did  each  of  us,  solemnly 
agreed  and  obligated  himself  to  be  bound  by  the  Consti- 
tution, laws,  rules  and  regulations  of  Grand  Chapter.  In 
fact  our  institution  is  similar  to  a  partnership  in  which 
we  are  all  equally  bound,  and  to  dissolve  which  we  must 
fully  agree. 

c 
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The  by-laws  of  each,  or  nearly  all,  of  our  Chapters 
also  specifically  state  in  effect  the  following :  "  This  Chap- 
ter acknowledges  the  supremacy  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Canada,  and  is  guided  by  its  Con- 
stitution and  the  by-laws  of  this  Chapter,"  to  which  every 
member  attaches  his  signature. 

Yet  in  the  face  of  their  obligations,  not  only  have  they, 
led  by  Taylor,  broken  down  the  door  leading  to  a  Chapter 
room  while  Companions  were  present,  but  our  warrants, 
books,  records,  paraphernalia,  moneys  and  property  have 
been  removed.  The  following  extract  from  the  return 
sent  in  by  Bekah  Chapter,  No.  176,  as  to  31st  December 
last,  shows  the  position  which  several  of  our  Chapters 
occupy  at  present  from  this  cause : 

"  Cannot  tell  how  many  members  12  months  in  arrears,  as 
not  in  possession  of  our  books." 

"  Assets — Cash  securities,  also  property  belonging  to  us  is 
in  possession  of  a  Chapter  under  G.R.A.  and  beyond  our  con- 
trol." 

"  Cannot  tell  amount  of  dues  outstanding.  We  have  not 
come   into  possession  of  our  books." 

This  reorganized  Chapter  had  a  membership  on  31st 
December  last  of  26,  with  9  petitions  accepted.  It  may 
be  well  to  mention  here  that  this  Chapter  was  not  aware 
of  the  proposed  action,  never  passed  a  resolution  in  favor 
of  a  Grand  Chapter  for  Alberta,  yet  the  First  Principal, 
without  authority,  -voted  at  the  convention  and  was 
allowed  to  do  so  without  such  authority.  Its  membership 
on  31st  December,  1913,  was  34,  so  very  few  followed  the 
lead  of  the  First  Principal,  who  acted  without  authority, 
and  this  conclusively  shows  it. 

As  all  demands  for  the  restoration  of  the  warrants  of 
the  seceding  Chapters  have  been  met  by  point-blank  re- 
fusal, and  as  the  loyal  Companions  of  Alberta,  No.  106, 
Calgary;  North  Star,  No.  118,  Edmonton;  Bekah,  No. 
176,  Macleod,  and  Otuskwan,  No.  179,  Calgary,  ex- 
pressed themselves  as  desirous  of  reorganizing  in  order 
to  perpetuate  their  old  Chapters  and  continue  the  work 
of  the  Royal  Craft,  I  accordingly  declared  the  warrants 
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issued  under  your  authority  and  wrongfully  withheld  by 
the  seceders  to  be  null  and  void,  and  issued  authority  to 
those  Companions  who  stayed  by  the  old  standard  to  meet 
for  the  purpose  petitioned  for,  elect  officers  and  proceed 
as  a  regular  Chapter  under  the  former  name  and  number, 
which  they  did.  I  now  recommend  that  a  reissue  of  the 
warrant  in  each  case  be  granted  under  the  ordinary  condi- 
tions, but  entrusting  its  possession  to  the  newly  elected 
officers  and  the  Companions  who  with  them  have  declared 
their  continued  allegiance. 

Not  a  few  of  these  loyal  members  have  been  threat- 
ened with  all  sorts  of  dire  calamity  if  they  did  not  cast  in 
their  lot  with  the  independents,  and  indeed  it  has  been 
reported  to  us  that  the  loss  of  their  means  of  livelihood 
was  in  some  cases  used  as  a  method  of  threat  or  intimi- 
dation in  order  to  induce  them  to  become  recreant  to 
their  vows. 

The  whole  point  is,  can  Masonic  territory,  occupied  as 
such  by  us  for  nearly  fifty-eight  years,  and  in  the  occu- 
pancy of  which  we  have  been  recognized  by  all  the  Grand 
Chapters  in  the  world  for  that  period,  be  taken  from  us 
without  leave  or  license  by  a  few  men  composing  a  very 
small  minority  of  the  membership  in  the  Province  of 
Alberta? 

Can  these  men  trespass  on  our  jurisdiction  and  violate 
all  the  principles  of  Masonic  law  and  custom,  as  well  as 
their  solemn  obligations?  Out  of  eighteen  Grand  Chap- 
ters which  have  held  their  annual  Convocations  since  last 
May  not  one  has  approved  the  action  of  the  seceders  by 
according  them  recognition. 

When  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Quebec  was  formed  in 
December,  1876,  it  was  done  under  a  resolution  of  ap- 
proval passed  by  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada  early  in 
the  year  1874. 

This  Grand  Chapter  never  claimed  jurisdiction  over 
New  Brunswick  or  Nova  Scotia,  hence  when  these  Grand 
Chapters  were  formed  we  had  no  claim  and  did  not 
present  any. 
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At  this  late  date  one  would  suppose  the  Masonic  law 
of  "  occupied  territory  "  could  hardly  arise,  it  has  been 
so  clearly  laid  down  and  decided  so  often,  and  one  is 
amazed  that  it  should  be  brought  up  in  the  form  it  has. 

For  your  information  I  append  an  extract  from  the 
report  on  Correspondence  of  the  late  R.  W.  Bro.  Edward 
Mitchell,  dealing  with  the  Quebec-Grand  Lodge  of 
Canada  episode  of  that  period.  It  is  a  clarified  exposition 
of  the  custom  and  usage  determining  the  status  and  rights 
of  Grand  bodies  in  their  relation  to  the  law  of  the  land,  as 
well  as  defining  their  own  non-assailable  position  with 
regard  to  Masonic  occupation  of  territory,  especially  as 
practised  in  America  (Appendix  20). 

Could  I  therefore  allow  the  repudiation  of  the  alleg- 
iance due  to  this  Grand  Chapter  by  a  few  to  pass  un- 
questioned? I  think  you  will  agree  with  me  I  could  not, 
and  that  I  pursued  the  only  course  possible. 

In  Appendix  8  I  quote  from  Dr.  Mackay,  a  recognized 
Masonic  authority,  who  thus  defines  what  occupied  terri- 
tory is :  "A  state  or  kingdom  where  there  is  a  Grand 
Lodge  organized  and  subordinate  lodges  working  under 
it,  is  said  to  be  occupied  territory,  and  by  the  American 
and  English  law  all  other  Grand  Lodges  are  precluded 
from  entering  in  and  exercising  jurisdiction." 

Further :  "  The  jurisdiction  of  a  Grand  Lodge  ex- 
tends over  every  lodge  within  its  territorial  limits  and 
over  all  places  not  already  occupied  by  a  Grand  Lodge." 

After  the  many  years'  occupancy  of  the  territory 
now  called  Alberta  are  we  to  be  ousted  without  leave  or 
license  by  a  few,  a  very  few,  of  the  members  of  Chapters 
of  our  own  obedience,  in  that  Province?  If  so,  what  is  to 
hinder  some  of  these  Chapters  which  are  now  there  under 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  so-called  Grand  Chapter  of  Alberta, 
forming  a  third  Grand  Chapter  ?  Would  there  be  any  end 
to  such? 

"  Great  fleas  have  little  fleas 
Upon  their  backs  to  bite  'em, 
And  little  fleas  have  lesser  fleas, 
And  so  ad  infinitum." 
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In  the  circular  issued  by  the  so-called  Grand  Chapter 
of  Alberta  (see  Appendix  9)  they  refer  in  the  12th  para- 
graph to  Scotland  and  other  Grand  Chapters.  Let  us  see 
how  that  Grand  Chapter  dealt  with  "  insubordination  and 
disobedience." 

In  his  report  on  Foreign  Correspondence  R.  E.  Comp. 
Bennett  has  the  following  to  say  in  this  connection : 

'*Just  fifty-two  years  ago,  in  Scotland,  of  all  countries,  a 
similar  lust  for  rank  and  power  seized  upon  a  group  of  Com- 
panions in  the  city  of  Glasgow,  members  of  several  of  the  Chap- 
ters located  in  that  city,  who,  in  like  manner,  met  and  schemed 
and  finally  convened  in  the  'orthodox  fashion  and  organized 
themselves  into  a  '  General  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  for  Scot- 
land and  the  Colonies '  and  prevailed  upon  a  number  of  other- 
wise unaspiring  and  innocent  Companions  to  join  them.  They  too 
had  their  missionary  and  recruiting  staffs,  who,  no  doubt,  labored 
diligently,  for  the  record  states  that  '  they  actually  commenced 
to  issue  charters  and  work  the  Royal  Arch  degrees.'  All  this 
was  duly  reported  to  the  Supreme  Grand  Chapter  of  Scotland, 
which  at  its  meeting  on  the  17th  of  December,  1862,  suspended 
four  Chapters,  and  fourteen  of  the  leaders  for  '  insubordination 
and  disobedience  to  the  Supreme  Chapter.'  This  decree  of  the 
rightfully  governing  body  had  no  terrors  for  the  '  Man  who 
would  be  King,'  who  continued  to  urge  on  his  wild  career,  and  to 
emphasize  its  former  action.'  Supreme  Grand  Chapter,  at  its 
Convocation  on  the  6th  of  April  following,  pronounced  the  de- 
cree of  expulsion  on  the  fourteen  aspirants  for  greatness,  and 
their  names  were  sent  abroad  to  all  the  world's  Grand  Chapters 
as  well  as  to  the  Knight  Templar  Order  and  other  bodies  who 
might  number  any  of  such  in  their  ranks  or  be  otherwise  im- 
posed upon.  History  does  not  relate  that  any  of  the  illustrious 
fourteen  ever  achieved  any  further  notoriety." 

For  the  full  circular  sent  out  by  the  Supreme  Grand 
Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Scotland  to  the  Grand  Chapters 
see  Appendix  18,  taken  from  the  proceedings  of  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  Canada,  1863,  page  239. 

On  the  questions  of  Political  Autonomy  and  Masonic 
law  and  custom  I  refer  you  to  extracts  from  the  able 
address  of  M.  W.  Bro.  A.  A.  Stevenson,  Grand  Master 
of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Canada,  to  that  body  at  the  special 
Communication,  held  in  Montreal,  Quebec,  in  1869,  as  by 
inserting  "  Alberta  "  for  "  Quebec  "  it  completely  governs 
the  case  on  these  points.    Appendix  19. 
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R.  W.  Bro.  Edward  Mitchell's  admirable  report  on 
Correspondence,  referred  to  previously,  gives  his  views 
on  the  Act  of  Confederation,  and  also  as  to  the  action  of 
Grand  Lodges  of  the  United  States  on  the  question  of 
the  separation  from,  and  their  institution  or  organization 
as  Grand  bodies,  from  those  already  established.  Appen- 
dix 20. 

The  above  extracts  set  forth  clearly  and  distinctly  the 
present  situation,  because  the  facts  are  as  true  now  as 
they  were  nearly  fifty  years  ago.  They  are  stronger  in 
the  present  case  than  they  were  with  reference  to  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Quebec,  as  those  who  were  the  leaders 
of  the  movement  then  did  approach  the  Grand  Master 
to  explain  what  they  wanted,  and  they  were  in  a  large 
majority  and  had  nearly  all  the  lodges,  as  well  as  the 
large  majority  of  the  membership,  with  them. 

The  present  position  in  Alberta  is,  they  have  not  a 
majority,  but  a  very  small  minority  of  the  Chapters,  and 
only  about  one-seventh  of  the  membership  in  favor  of  the 
secession,  if  that.  The  bulk  of  the  members  and  nearly 
all  the  Chapters  never  received  any  notice  of  the  action 
taken. 

The  matter  may  be  summarized  as  follows : 

i.  These  Chapters  and  Companions  were  each  and 
severally  pledged  to  maintain  allegiance  to  the  supreme 
body  to  whose  authority  they  owed  their  Royal  Arch 
existence. 

2.  The  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada  is,  and  was  from 
the  institution  of  the  first  Chapter  in  the  province,  in 
Masonic  occupation  of  the  territory.  If,  therefore,  the 
seceders'  view  is  entertained,  what  becomes  of  Canada's 

position  as  a  regularly  recognized  Grand  Chapter  ? 

« 

3.  That  whatever  argument  might  have  been  advanced 
to  favor  independence,  it  was  the  plain  duty  of  its  advo- 
cates to  fraternally  request  permission  of  the  Grand  body 
to  which  they  were  pledged,  for  its  countenance  and 
sanction. 
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4.  Not  only  did  they  ignore  such  reasonable  action  at 
their  called  convention,  but  when  it  was  urged  by  loyal 
Companions  there  present,  declined  to  consider  it. 

5.  They  pressed  their  object  and  declared  for  inde- 
pendence and  the  formation  of  a  new  Grand  Chapter,  not- 
withstanding vigorous  protest,  stating  that  they  were  up- 
held by  a  majority,  which  statement  is  quite  unfounded, 
and  the  counter  statements  of  others  support  the  dis- 
claimer. 

6.  Having  formed  their  Grand  Chapter  and  selected 
officers,  with  only  17  present  (yet  they  elected  or  ap- 
pointed 33  officers),  notification  was  then  sent  abroad, 
the  first  intimation  received  by  Canada  that  any  such 
rebellious  action  was  really  contemplated. 

7.  Since  then  this  irregular  body  has  sought  to  procure 
recognition  by  extraordinary  methods,  not  the  least  of 
which  has  been  the  attempt  to  misrepresent  precedent  and 
usage  to  attain  their  end,  to  wit:  recognition  by  the 
Capitular  world  as  a  regularly  constituted  Grand  Chapter, 
notwithstanding  the  plain  fact  that  history  clearly  proves 
that  the  action  of  these  misguided  Companions  is  un- 
paralleled, so  far  as  this  continent  is  concerned. 

8.  The  prominent  leaders  in  the  rebellion,  as  well  as 
the  Chapters  giving  adhesion  to  the  disloyal  movement 
(less  than  half)  have  been  declared  suspended  by  me 
pending  this  Annual  Convocation.  In  the  meantime  loyal 
Companions  are  awaking  to  their  error  and  are  seeking 
authority  to  continue  working  under  the  original  war- 
rants. It  may  be  added  that  these  charters  of  the  seced- 
ing Chapters  have  been  seized  by  the  rebels,  as  well  as  the 
Chapter  property,  paraphernalia  and  funds. 

On  Monday  last,  the  22nd,  I  received  the  following- 
letter  from  the  Scribe  E.  of  Alberta  Chapter,  No.  106, 
which  seems  to  size  up  the  situation : 

"  I  respectfully  desire  to  draw  your  attention  to  the  fact 
that  as  Scribe  E.  of  Alberta  Chapter,  No.  106,  Royal  Arch 
Masons,  under  the  jurisdiction  of  and  governed  by  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Canada,  a  further  list  of  loyal  members'  names  has 
been  sent  to  Grand  Scribe  E.  In  sending  this  (the  second  list) 
the  thought  occurred  to  me  that  we  were  working  on  the  wrong 
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lists.  Why  bother  ourselves  sending  in  lists  of  loyal  members? 
It  should  have  been  a  list  of  disloyal  members  that  should  have 
been  submitted,  and,  believe  me,  Most  Excellent  Sir,  .it  would 
be  an  exceedingly  short  list  at  that. 

"  Outside  of  those  who  are  holding  offices,  the  disloyal  ones 
are  as  scarce  as  hens'  teeth.  Of  course  there  are  a  number  of 
the  members  who  are  holding  aloof,  not  wishing  to  be  mixed  up 
in  any  controversy  about  this  matter  whatsoever,  patiently  wait- 
ing for  the  Grand  Convocation  to  do  its  duty  by  helping  us  out 
of  a  muddle  that  we  had  no  part  whatever  in  creating. 

"  Permit  me  also  to  state  that  there  are  many  loyal  Com- 
panions in  the  Province  of  Alberta,  eminently  qualified  to  carry 
through  any  project  or  piece  of  business  that  they  may  under- 
take for  the  betterment  of  Capitular  Masonry  in  the  Province 
of  Alberta,  and  in  a  dignified  and  Companion-like  manner. 

"  However,  reverting  back  to  what  is  vital  at  present,  when 
less  than  five  per  cent,  of  the  membership  of  Alberta  Chapter, 
plus  books,  seal,  robes  and  regalia  of  all  kinds,  not  forgetting 
our  charter  and  bank  account  also  (none  of  which  we  have  had 
returned  to  us  up  to  the  present  writing),  leave  us  without  any 
warning,  so  to  speak,  and  throw  the  Craft  into  confusion,  we 
appeal  to  you  and  all  other  Royal  Arch  Masons  in  Grand  Convo- 
cation assembled  for  to  take  such  steps  as  are  necessary  under 
the  circumstances,  and  accord  us  whatever  protection  may  be 
reasonable  and  just  under  existing  conditions. 

"  Wishing  you  well,  and  that  Grand  Convocation  may  be 
highly  successful  and  the  spirit  of  harmony  and  good-fellowship 
prevail." 

I  have  now  laid  before  you  all  the  facts  in  connection 
with  this  unfortunate  matter.  It  has  caused  myself  and 
the  Grand  Scribe  E.  a  great  deal  of  worry,  annoyance  and 
hard  work,  and  it  is  for  Grand  Chapter  to  say  whether  the 
action  taken  by  me  is  to  be  upheld  or  not.  I  feel  that  as 
your  Grand  First  Principal  I  could  not  recognize  rebellion 
in  any  shape  or  form.  If  I  had  been  approached,  and  if 
there  had  been  unanimity  or  practically  that,  I  should 
have  felt  it  my  duty  to  call  a  special  Convocation  of 
Grand  Chapter  to  consider  the  matter.  But  this  was  not 
done,  and  there  was  no  other  way  open  but  to  pursue 
the  course  I  have. 

Let  me  ask  you,  Companions,  to  mark  well  one  or  two 
important  points  before  I  close.  You  will  notice  that 
only  those  Chapters  in  favor  of  the  motion  were  con- 
sulted, or  given  any  information  as  to  the  progress  of 
the  movement.    At  the  convention  in  Calgary  more  than 
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one  delegate  stated  that  his  Chapter  had  passed  a  resolu- 
tion in  favor  of  a  Grand  Chapter  for  Alberta,  because 
Taylor  and  Downey  were  present  and  assured  them  that 
every  Chapter  except  theirs  was  in  favor  of  the  move- 
ment, and  this  statement  neither  Taylor  nor  Downey 
denied. 

If  it  "  was  no  use  to  apply  next  February  or  send  a 
representative  to  Grand  Chapter  "  (see  West's  remarks  at 
the  Calgary  convention  on  29th  May  last,  Appendix  4), 
why  send  a  delegation  of  three  or  more  now,  one  of 
whom  has  been  in  Ontario  for  nearly  three  weeks  ? 

We  have  14  Chapters  in  the  Province  of  Alberta  at 
the  present  time,  the  same  number  as  we  had  in  May 
last.  The  leaders  of  the  revolt  succeeded  in  influencing 
5  Chapters  to  vote  for  the  motion,  of  which  one,  Bekah, 
and  probably  others,  never  agreed  to  do  so.  Of  the  7 
Chapters  forming  the  so-called  Grand  Chapter,  4  have 
been  re-organized,  so  that  only  3  may  be  said  to  have 
really  left  us.  Are  we  to  allow  3  to  dictate  to  14?  I  do 
not  think  you  will  entertain  such  an  absurdity  for  a 
moment. 

Three  of  the  prime  movers  are  Past  Grand  Superin- 
tendents of  this  Grand  Chapter  and  held  that  office  in 
Ontario,  therefore  should  not  be  ignorant  of  the  consti- 
tution or  its  requirements. 

What  they  had  to  say  of  your  Grand  Chapter,  at  their 
convention  last  May,  I  have  already  read  from  Appen- 
dix 5.  You  will  see  there  that  one  of  them  let  the  "  cat 
out  of  the  bag  "  when  he  stated  that  "  arrangements  had 
been  made  and  would  be  carried  through  "  for  forming  a 
Grand  Chapter. 

If  they  had  acted  legally  and  Masonically,  why  did 
they  remove  our  warrants  and  property,  and  why  did 
they  not  appeal  from  their  suspension?  If  they  had 
done  so,  then  they  could  have  been  heard,  but  now,  when 
beaten  and  after  the  falsehoods  spread  by  them,  they 
must  surely  have  superlative  assurance  to  ask  you  to 
countenance  a  Grand  Chapter  in  Alberta  conceived  in 
rebellion  and  built  on  such  questionable  lines. 


42        GRAND  CHAPTER  OF  CANADA 

In  the  face  of  the  above  and  knowing,  as  we  did,  that 
only  four  Chapters  had  really  voted  for  the  formation  of 
a  Grand  Chapter  in  Alberta,  I  acted  as  the  dictates  of 
duty  prompted.  I  was  placed  in  the  position  of  protector 
of  your  interests  in  the  interim  and  as  your  Grand  First 
Principal  I  was  solemnly  bound  "  to  promote  obedience 
to  the  laws  and  regulations  of  the  Grand  Chapter  and 
preserve  that  bond  of  union  and  fraternal  love  which  has 
ever  been  the  foundation  of  our  Masonic  structure." 

Closing  Observations. 

You  have  now  before  you  a  full  account  of  my  official 
acts  during  the  past  year  and  all  matters  required  by  the 
Constitution  to  be  reported  to  you.  I  have  had  the  cordial 
assistance  of  the  Grand  Second  and  Third  Principals 
whenever  I  have  called  upon  them.  The  Grand  Treasurer 
has  also  been  exceedingly  prompt  and  helpful. 

The  state  of  health  of  the  Grand  Scribe  E.  is  not  what 
I  would  like  to  see  it,  but  I  trust  the  Almighty  will  soon 
restore  him  to  health  and  strength,  so  as  to  enable  us  to 
have  the  benefit  of  his  knowledge  and  ability  in  Capitular 
affairs  for  many  years. 

The  year  has  been  a  strenuous  one  for  him  and  for 
me.  The  correspondence  has  been  exceedingly  heavy,  but 
through  it  all  I  have  had  the  willing  assistance  of  the 
Grand  Scribe  E.,  who  has  been  of  material  help  during 
a  trying  year. 

Grand  Chapter  should  insist  on  his  taking  a  much- 
needed  rest,  and  to  this  end  some  arrangement  should  be 
made  for  carrying  on  of  the  duties  during  his  absence. 
The  services  of  the  Grand  Scribe  E.  we  have  had  for  over 
sixteen  years,  and  we  are  all  agreed  that  there  are  few 
jurisdictions  which  can  boast  so  efficient  an  officer.  His 
reports  on  Foreign  Correspondence  have  made  his  name 
familiar  in  the  Capitular  world.  He  is  in  a  class  by 
himself,  so  we  should  take  care  of  him. 

I  thank  you  sincerely  for  the  honor  you  conferred 
upon  me  for  the  second  time  one  year  ago.  I  have  en- 
deavored to  perform  the  trust  placed  in  me  to  the  best  of 
my  ability,  and  if  you  approve  that  is  all  I  care  for. 
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In  conclusion,  Companions,  I  desire  to  remind  you  of 
the  importance  of  careful  and  earnest  effort  to  preserve 
in  all  its  integrity  and  purity  the  inheritance  bequeathed 
to  us  by  those  who  have  gone  before.  Let  us  be  united 
in  action,  constant  in  devotion  to  our  vows,  and  with  one 
voice  uphold  firmly  and  for  all  time  our  Constitution  and 
laws,  as  received  by  us,  and  the  time-honored  customs  of 
the  past. 

May  God's  blessing"  rest  upon  us  and  may  our  labors 
be  crowned  with  abundant  success. 


London  Ont.,  24th  February,  1914. 

It  was  moved  by  R.  E.  Comp.  W.  S.  R.  Murch,  sec- 
onded by  R.  E.  Comp.  A.  S.  Gorrell,  and 

Resolved,— That  the  address  of  the  M.  E.  the  Grand  Z.  be 
referred  to  the  Executive  Committee  to  report  thereon  during 
the  present  Convocation  of  Grand  Chapter. 
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Appendices  to  Grand  Z's  Address. 


Appendix   1. 


Klondike  Chapter  No.  154,  Royal  Arch  Masons. 

Dawson  City,   Y.  T.,   November  27th,   1914. 
Dear  Sir  and  Companion, — 

The  following  resolutions  were  unanimously  adopted  by 
Klondike  Chapter,  No.  154,  R.A.  M.,  G.R.C.,  at  its  regular  Con- 
vocation held  at  Dawson,  on  Thursday,  November  26th,  1914,  a 
copy  of  which  is  forwarded  to  you  in  accordance  therewith: 

Whereas,  circular  letters  have  been  received  from  the  Grand 
Scribe  E.,  dated  June  15th,  1914,  and  July  17th,  1914,  in  regard 
to  the  formation!  of  the  so-called  "  Grand  Chapter  of  Alberta," 
also  an  undated  and  unsigned  communication,  bearing  the  head- 
ing, "  Extract  from  a  Communication  Recently  Addressed  to  an 
Enquiring  Western  Companion,"  in  which  the  hope  of  recogniz- 
ing "Alberta"  is  declared  to  be  "beyond  possibility." 

Be  it  Resolved,  that  the  Companions  of  Klondike  Chapter, 
No.  154,  Royal  Arch  Masons,  G.R.C.,  in  regular  convocation 
assembled,  while  acknowledging  their  obligations  and  pledged 
loyalty  to  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada,  express  and  record 
their  regret  at  the  action  taken  by  Most  Excellent  the  Grand 
Z.,  in  suspending  certain  Alberta  Companions  of  the  so-called 
"  Grand  Chapter  of  Alberta,"  and  in  declaring  them  (sic)  to  be 
"  irregular,  spurious  and  clandestine  "  as  agitators  in  the  rebel- 
lious movement "  and  as  "  promoting  their  unworthy  cause." 

Further  be  it  Resolved,  that  the  Companions  of  Klondike 
Chapter,  as  aforesaid,  express  their  belief  that  the  interests  of 
Royal  Arch  Masonry  in  Canada  would  be  best  served  by  over- 
looking any  irregularity  on  the  part  of  the  suspended  Alberta 
Companions,  and  the  hope  that  at  the  next  regular  Convocation 
of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada,  steps  will  be  taken  to  reinstate 
the  said  suspended  Companions,  and  to  grant  recognition  to  the 
so-called  "  Grand  Chapter  of  Alberta." 

Further  be  it  Resolved,  that  copies  of  this  resolution  bearing 
the  Seal  of  the  Chapter  be  forwarded  to  the  Grand  Scribe  E. 
for  submission  to  the  Most  Excellent,  the  Grand  Z.,  to  the 
Proxy  who  is  to  represent  this  Chapter  at  the  next  Annual  Con- 
vocation of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada,  with  instructions  to 
the  said  Proxy  that  he  use  his  utmost  endeavours  toward  the 
accomplishment  of  the  aforesaid  objects,  and  also  that  copies 
of  this  resolution  be  forwarded  to  the  Scribe  E.  of  each  Chapter 
in  the  cities  of  Toronto,  Hamilton,  Ottawa  and  London,  holding 
under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada. 

Resolved,  that  copies  of  the  aforesaid  resolution  be  for- 
warded to  the  Scribe  E.  of  each  Chapter  in  the  cities  of  Van- 
couver, Victoria,  New  Westminster,  Regina,  Winnipeg  and  Sas- 
katoon, holding  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
Canada. 

Yours  fraternally, 

T.  G.  Bragg,  First  Principal. 
A.   D.   Ross,  Scribe   B. 
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Appendix  2. 
Circular  Notice. 

"  A  Convention  of  Chapters  of  Royal  Arch  Masons,  in  the 
Province  of  Alberta,  will  be  held  at  the  Masonic  Temple,  Alex- 
ander Corner,  in  the  City  of  Calgary,  on  Friday,  the  29th  day  of 
May,  A.D.  1914,  for  the  purpose  of  acting  together  in  the  erec- 
tion of  an  Independent  and  Supreme  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter 
in  and  for  the  Province  of  Alberta." 

"  This  Convention  is  called  in  accordance  with  Resolutions 
adopted  by  a  majority  of  the  Royal  Arch  Chapters  working  in 
the  Province." 

"  The  delegates  representing  Chapters  will  assemble  in  the 
Masonic  Temple,  Alexander  Corner,  in  the  City  of  Calgary,  on 
said  Friday,  the  29th  day  of  May,  A.D.  1914,  at  ten  o'clock  in 
the  forenoon." 

Dated  at  the  Province  of 
Alberta,  the  3rd  day  of 
April,  A.D.,  1914. 

John  M.  Empey, 

First  Prin.  Alberta  Chapter,  No.   106. 
A.  West, 

First  Prin.  North  Star  Chapter,  No.  118. 
Alec.  A.  Ballachey, 

First  Prin.  Golden  West  Chapter,  No.  159. 
H.  J.  Millar, 

First  Prin.  Mount  Horeb  Chapter,  No.  172. 
J.  S.  Lambert, 

First  Prin.  Bekah  Chapter,  No.  176. 
Morton  V.  G.  Dawson, 

First  Prin.  Otuskwan  Chapter,  No.  179. 
A.  H.  Spurr, 

First  Prin.  Bow  Valley  Chapter,  No.  188. 
J.  E.  Johnson, 

First  Prin.  Calgary  Chapter,  No.  189. 


Appendix  3. 
Circular  to  Alberta  Chapters. 

Toronto,  3rd  June,  1914. 


Esq., 


First  Principal,  Chapter  No.  , 

-,  Alta. 

Dear  Sir  and  E.  Companion : — 

The  M.  E.  the  Grand  Z.,  having  been  apprized  that  certain 
ill  advised  Companions,  members  of  Chapters  in  the  Province  of 
Alberta,  holding  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Canada  have,  without  appeal  for  official 
sanction  or  other  authority,  undertaken  at  a  recent  meeting  at 
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Calgary  to  form  themselves  into  a  so-called  Grand  Chapter  for 
the  Province  of  Alberta  and  proceeded  to  elect  from  among 
their  number,  ruling  officers,  to  have  same  installed  and  other- 
wise exercised  functions  belonging  to  and  the  sole  prerogative 
of  the  sovereign  body,  now  and  hitherto  in  possession  of  the 
territory. 

This,  therefore,  is  to  advise  you  and  the  members  of  your 
Chapter  that,  accepting  the  evidence  furnished  him  to  the  pres- 
ent, he  has  decreed  the  sentence  of  suspension  from  all  legiti- 
mate Royal  Arch  rights  and  privileges  be  recorded  against  R.  E. 
Comps.  J.  N.  Rankin  and  S.  Y.  Taylor  and  V.  E.  Comp.  M.  M. 
Downey,  all  of  Calgary,  until  the  next  Annual  Convocation  of 
Grand  Chapter,  when  that  supreme  body  will  further  consider 
the  breach  of  loyalty  above  mentioned,  in  addition  to  the  clear 
violations  of  obligation  and  sacred  pledges  involved  in  the  overt 
act  of  insubordination. 

It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  neither  recognition  nor  coun- 
tenance can  be  accorded  to  any  such  irregularly  formed  organ- 
ization by  any  Grand  Chapter  in  the  world  in  correspondence 
with  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada,  which  is  compelled  to  regard 
it  as  spurious  and  clandestine,  and  the  Companion  or  Chapter 
lending  to  it  support  or  adhesion  must  abide  the  consequences. 

That  the  M.  E.  the  Grand  Z.  who  has  heard  that  a  number 
of  the  Chapters  have  been  influenced  to  lend  tneir  adhesion  to 
such  amazing  procedure,  probably  without  realizing  the  gravity 
of  the  offence  or  the  resulting  consequences,  I  am  further  direct- 
ed to  request  you  to  be  good  enough  to  explain  as  clearly  as 
possible  the  connection  your  Chapter  bears  to  the  situation,  the 
relative  positions  assumed  by  the  membership,  and,  in  short, 
such  information  as  will  enable  the  M.  E.  the  Grand  First  Prin- 
cipal or  the  Grand  Chapter  to  arrive  at  a  just  and  righteous 
decision. 

Your  reply  will  determine  the  course  to  be  pursued  with 
regard  to  your  Chapter  and  its  future,  and  that  the  Companions 
may  have  the  benefit  of  further  consideration,  and  that  to  no 
undue  haste  may  be  attributed  a  lack  of  opportunity  to  discuss 
the  situation  in  all  its  phases,  I  am  instructed  to  fraternally  re- 
request  a  reply  within  the  next  thirty  days. 
I  remain  E.  Sir, 
Fraternally  yours, 

Geo.  J.  Bennett,  G.  S.  E. 


Appendix  4. 
Report  from  R.  E.  Comp.  Kemmis,  P.  G.  Supt. 

Of  the  meeting  of  the  Alberta  Chapters  held  in  Calgary,  May 
29th,  1914  (not  a  copy  of  Minutes). 

The  meeting  of  the  Alberta  Chapters  convened  for  the  pur- 
pose of  deciding  on  the  advisability  of  the  formation  of  a  Grand 
Chapter  in  Alberta,  was  held  in  the  Masonic  Hall,  Alexander 
Corner,  Calgarv,  on  Mav  29th,  1914. 
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The  meeting  was  called  to  order  at  10.15  a.m.  by  Rt.  Ex. 
Comp.  S.  Y.  Taylor,  who  was  elected  to  the  Chair.  Ex.  Comp. 
Downey  being  elected  as  Secretary. 

A  Committee  of  Credentials  was  then  appointed,  it  having 
been  decided  that  the  Chapters  alone  were  to  vote  on  the  matter, 
although  all  Past  Z's  were  entitled  to  sit  and  be  heard  in  the 
meeting. 

The  following  Chapters  were  represented  by  delegates : 

Alberta,  North  Star,  Shekinah,  Golden  West,  Bekah,  Kether, 
Bow  Valley  and  Calgary.  Mount  Horeb  was  not  represented  by 
delegate,  nor  was  Assiniboia,  although  some  Past  Officers  of 
that  Chapter  were  present,  and  Otuskwan  was  not  represented 
by  special  delegate  either. 

The  Chairman  announced  the  meeting  was  called  for  the 
purpose  of  erecting  a  Grand  Chapter  in  Alberta  and  asked  the 
Secretary  to  read  the  Resolutions  passed  by  the  different  Chap- 
ters and  forwarded  to  him. 

The  Secretary  read  Resolutions  in  favour  of  the  formation 
of  a  Grand  Chapter  from  the  following  Chapters : 

Alberta  106,  North  Star  118,  Mount  Horeb  172,  Bow  Vallev 
U.  D.,  Calgary  U.  D.,  Otuskwan  179  and  Bekah  176. 

Resolutions  against  the  formation  were  read  from  Shekinah 
158.  The  delegate  for  Kether  177  informed  the  Convention  that 
a  resolution  had  been  passed  in  that  Chapter  against  the  motion, 
and  further  that  Assiniboia  126  had  passed  a  resolution  also 
against  the  motion.  Golden  West  159  had  passed  a  resolution 
to  the  effect  that  it  would  support  the  formation  of  a  Grand 
Chapter  if  the  endorsation  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada  had 
been  obtained  and  75  per  cent,  of  the  Alberta  Chapters  were  in 
favor. 

The  motion  was  then  read. 

Moved  by  Ex.  Comp.  West  of  the  North  Star,  Edmonton, 
■and  seconded  by  Ex.  First  Principal  of  Alberta,  Calgary,  "  That 
while  professing  loyalty  to  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada,  the 
Royal  Arch  Chapters  in  Alberta  had  decided  that  the  time  had 
come  for  the  formation  of  a  Grand  Chapter  in  Alberta  and  that 
the  formation  of  such  a  Grand  Chapter  should  now  be  pro- 
ceeded with." 

No  person  spoke  to  the  motion  for  some  time  and  the 
Chairman  was  about  to  put  it  to  the  meeting  when  Rt.  Ex. 
Comp.  A.  C.  Kemmis  suggested  that  the  mover  and  seconder 
should  at  least  give  their  reasons  for  the  motion.  Rt.  Ex.  Comp. 
West  then  spoke,  stating  that  it  was  time  for  Alberta  Chapters 
to  handle  their  own  affairs,  as  matters  were  not  conducted  pro- 
perly from  Toronto,  the  distance  being  too  great  for  proper 
management,  and  in  particular  the  work  suffered  by  the  impos- 
sibility of  the  Grand  Superintendents  receiving  proper  instruc- 
tions. He  further  stated  that  it  was  impossible  for  Alberta  to 
be  properly  represented  in  Toronto  at  Grand  Chapter  meetings 
so  it  would  receive  better  treatment.  He  thougtit  that  the  Chap- 
ters of  Alberta  were  strong  enough  to  run  their  own  affairs,  and 
while  loyal  to  the  Grand   Chapter  of  Canada  thought  that  the 
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time  had  now  come  for  them  to  do  so.  He  had  had  considerable 
experience  attending  Grand  Chapter,  and  felt  that  Alberta  would 
be  better  off  with  a  Grand  Chapter  of  its  own. 

The  seconder  of  the  resolution  did  not  speak,  but  requested 
Rt.  Ex.  Comp.  Cornell  to  do  so.  The  latter  spoke  at  some, 
length,  stating  he  viewed  the  matter  as  a  business  proposition, 
and  did  not  see  why  Alberta  Chapters  should  send  their  money 
to  Toronto,  and  have  no  say  in  the  ruling  of  the  order  or  dis- 
position of  the  monies.  Western  Chapters  could  not  send  rep- 
resentatives, Grand  Superintendents  could  not  receive  instruc- 
tions and  the  eastern  Royal  Arch  Chapters  ran  things  as  they 
wished  and  disregarded  the  West  entirely.  Tt  was  not  good 
business,  and  he  was  in  favor  of  forming  a  Grand  Chapter,  for 
which  arrangements  had  been  made  and  would  be  carried 
through.  From  a  financial  standpoint  the  Chapters  were  well 
able  to  carry  on  a  local  Grand  Chapter.  With  a  local  Grand 
Chapter  we  would  have  3,000  members  in  12  months. 

Rt.  Ex.  A.  C.  Kemmis  then  spoke  against  the  motion  and 
pointed  out  that  it  would  be  better  to  remain  in  the  Grand  Chap- 
ter of  Canada  than  to  become  a  separate  body,  on  many  grounds. 
Not  only  as  to  expense,  although  financially  he  could  not  see 
how  a  local  Grand  Chapter  could  more  than  drag  out  an  exist- 
ence, if  it  could  pay  expenses.     He  instanced  the  present  state  of 

,   with   its  per   capita  of   $1.00,   local   Chapters  could   not 

stand  high  assessment.  He  did  not  think  the  arguments  as  to 
a  large  increase  in  membership  were  good  and  such  arguments, 
if  followed  out,  would  only  lead  to  undesirable  canvassing  and 
probably  admittance  of  men  not  qualified  for  exaltation,  as  it 
was,  there  was  too  much  inclination  to  use  the  Arch  as  a  step- 
ping stone.  This  present  movement  was  largely  influenced  by 
the  Masonic  higher  degrees,  so-called.  There  were  no  com- 
plaints to  make  as  to  improper  management  of  finances  or  im- 
proper treatment  from  the  present  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada, 
and  Alberta  would  be  much  better  off  to  remain  In  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Canada,  one  of  the  greatest  in  the  world.  He  com- 
plained of  the  manner  in  which  the  attempt  to  organize  the 
Grand  Chapter  had  been  made,  stating  that  application  should 
be  made  to  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada  for  its  approval. 
Kether  Chapter  was  unanimously  against  the  motion  and  would 
not  join  with  the  Alberta  Grand  Chapter,  but  would  remain  under 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  Grand   Chapter  of  Canada. 

Some  other  Excellent  Companions  then  spoke,  some  assum- 
ing a  rather  personal  tone. 

Ex.  Comp.  Jones,  delegate  for  Shekinah  158,  spoke  strongly 
against  the  motion.  He  regretted  the  tone  which  had  been  intro- 
duced into  the  discussion  by  those  in  favor  of  the  forming  of 
a  Grand  Chapter,  and  considered  it  certainly  unmasonic.  He  be- 
lieved in  loyalty  to  the  present  Grand  Chapter,  and  Shekinah 
could  not  see  that  the  Chapters  in  Alberta  would  be  justified 
either  on  financial  or  in  any  other  grounds  in  forming  a  Grand 
Chapter.  He  pointed  out  that  the  manner  in  which  the  promo- 
ters of  the  Alberta  Grand  Chapter  had  gone  to  work  was  not 


ANNUAL  CONVOCATION,  LONDON,  1915  49 

above  board,  certainly  Shekinah  would  never  enter  a  Grand 
Chapter  unless  the  approval  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada 
to  its  formation  was  first  asked.. 

Rt.  Ex.  Comp.  Hill  spoke  against  the  motion. 

Ex.  Comp.  Empey  of  106  spoke  in  favor  of  the  motion. 

He  stated  that  the  West  had  received  unfair  treatment  at 
the  hands  of  the  Grand  Chapter.  That  recommendations  made 
by  the  Alberta  representatives  at  Grand  Chapter  in  1914  had 
been  overruled.  He  did  not  believe  that  we  should  be  con- 
tented to  be  governed  from  Toronto  any  more.  Our  Chapters 
were  numerous  enough  and  big  enough  to  stand  by  themselves. 

Several  others  of  the  Excellent  Companions  spoke  and  the 
Chairman  was  about  to  put  the  motion,  when  the  following 
amendment  was  presented. 

Moved  by  Rt.  Ex.  Comp.  A.  C.  Kemmis,  seconded  by  Ex. 
Comp.  Jones,  that  "  This  convention  do  not  now  proceed  to  form 
a  Grand  Chapter  of  Alberta,  but  that  application  be  made  to  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  Canada  for  its  approval  of  the  formation  of 
a  Grand  Chapter  in  Alberta,  and  that  on  such  approval  being 
obtained  a  Grand  Chapter  of  Alberta  be  formed." 

Rt.  Ex.  Comp.  Kemmis,  in  moving  the  amendment,  stated 
he  did  not  introduce  it  for  the  purpose  of  further  discussion  but 
simply  to  have  the  amendment  on  record. 

Ex.  Comp.  Ballachey,  Golden  West  159,  stated  he  would 
have  to  vote  for  the  amendment,  as  his  Chapter  considered  that 
the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada  should  have  been  consulted. 

Ex.  Comp.  Rankin,  of  Otuskwan,  and  Excellent  Comp. 
First  Principal  elect  of  that  Chapter,  stated  they  would  support 
the  amendment,  the  latter  stating  the  motion  had  only  carried 
in  Otuskwan  by  the  casting  vote  of  the  First  Principal,  who 
was  now,  unfortunatelv,  deceased. 

After  some  discussion  the  amendment,  of  which  a  large  ma- 
jority were  in  favor,  the  Chairman  proceeded  to  take  the  vote, 
which  resulted  as  follows : 

Alberta  Chapter  against. 

North  Star  against. 

Assiniboia  vote  not  allowed  to  be  taken. 

Shekinah  in  favour. 

Golden  West  in  favour. 

Bekah  against. 

Kether  in   favour. 

Otuskwan  in  favour. 

Considerable  discussion  arose  as  to  allowing  Otuskwan 
representative  a  vote,  the  Chairman  pointing  out,  that  if  the 
amendment  carried  the  motion  would  be  lost,  and  also  that  as 
the  deceased  First  Principal  had  been  the  delegate,  Ex.  Comp. 
Rankin  could  not  represent  the  Chapter.  The  matter  was  press- 
ed and  the  Chairman  finally  decided  to  allow  the  Excellent  Com- 
panion to  vote  on  the  amendment,  as  he  had  been  appointed 
delegate  to  the  meeting  in  1913. 

Bow  Valley  U.  D.   against. 

Calgary  U.  D.  against. 

D 
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Mount  Horeb  (no  representative,  did  not  vote). 

The  amendment  was  therefore  declared  lost  by  a  majority 
of  5  to  4. 

Considerable  discussion  took  place  and  an  endeavour  was 
made  by  those  against  the  formation  of  a  Grand  Chapter  to 
secure  unanimity. 

The  question  was  then  taken  up  by  one  Excellent  Com- 
panion as  to  whether  those  who  were  against  the  formation  of 
a  Grand  Chapter  would  be  against  any  Grand  Chapter  being 
formed  even  if  the  consent  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada 
were  obtained.  Excellent  Companion  J.  Kemmis  stated  that  if 
the  majority  of  the  Chapters  decided  to  make  application  to  the 
Grand  Chapter  in  a  proper  manner  that  he  for  one  would  not 
oppose,  although  he  did  not  think  the  time  ripe  for  the  forma- 
tion of  a  Chapter,  still  he  would  fall  in  with  the  other  Royal 
Arch  Masons. 

Rt.  Ex.  Comp.  A.  C.  Kemmis  confirmed  this,  as  did  Ex. 
Comp.  Jones  and  others. 

Ex.  Comp.  Stanley,  of  Golden  West,  suggested  that  a  wire 
be  sent  to  the  Grand  Z  by  this  convention,  asking  his  approval 
to  the  Grand  Chapter. 

Ex.  Comp.  West  and  others  in  favor  of  the  motion,  stated 
it  was  no  use  to  do  this,  and  that  it  would  be  no  use  to  apply 
next  February  or  to  send  a  representative  to  the  Grand  Chapter 
at  Toronto  for  such  purpose,  as  he  would  not  be  heard  on  the 
floor  of  the  Grand  Chapter. 

The  motion  was  then  put  by  the  Chairman,  which  vote  re- 
sulted as  follows : 

Alberta,  in  favour. 

North  Star,  in  favour. 

Assiniboia,  no  vote  allowed. 

Shekinah,  against. 

Golden  West,  refused  to  vote. 

Rt.  Ex.  Comp.  Ballachey  stating  that  as  the  resolution  of 
his  Chapter  provided  for  the  consent  of  the  Grand  Chapter  he 
could  not  vote  for  the  motion,  but  would  not  vote  against  it- 
under  the  circumstances. 

Bekah,  in  favour. 

Kether,  against. 

Otuskwan,   in   favour. 

Bow  Valley  U.  D.,  in  favour. 

Calgary  U.  D.,  in  favour. 

Mount  Horeb  resolution  read  by  the  Chairman  and  counted 
as  a  vote  in   favor,  although  no  representative  was  present. 

The  motion  was  therefore  declared  carried  by  7  to  2,  with 
one  Chapter  refusing  to  vote,  and  the  other  vote  refused. 

The  meeting  then  adjourned  for  lunch. 

Those  Chapters  remaining  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  Canada  and  representatives  of  Shekinah, 
Kether,  Assiniboia,  and  Golden  West  did  not  attend  the  after- 
noon session. 

A.  C.  Kemmis, 

P.  G.  S.  17A. 
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Appendix  5. 

May  30th,  1914. 

I  enclose  you  herewith  a  report  of  the  meeting  in  Calgary, 
which  as  you  are  doubtless  already  aware,  resulted  in  a  victory 
for  those  in  favour  of  a  local  Grand  Chapter. 

My  report  is,  however,  expurgated.  It  does  not  show  the 
amount  of  venom,  bitterness  and  misrepresentation  that  were 
made  by  Taylor  and  some  of  his  supporters. 

It  was  apparently  their  intention  to  pass  the  motion  with- 
out discussion,  and  to  take  the  resolutions  passed  by  Chapters 
and  sent  to  Downey  as  votes.  This,  however,  was  very  quickly 
prevented. 

When  I  point  out  to  you  that  they  would  not  allow  Assini- 
boia  to  be  counted  as  against  the  motion,  because  the  represen- 
tative had  not  procured  credentials,  and  there  was  no  copy  of  a 
resolution  filed,  and  when  they  then  attempted  to  prevent  Otus- 
kwan  voting  for  the  amendment,  although  the  resolution  of 
that  Chapter  was  in  favour  of  the  motion,  and  when  they  fur- 
ther counted  the  vote  of  a  Chapter  which  had  no  representative, 
but  a  copy  of  whose  resolution  they  read,  you  can  see  to  what 
lengths  they  were  prepared  to  go.  In  fact  if  it  had  been  decided 
to  take  a  show  of  hands  at  the  meeting  I  am  satisfied  the  ma- 
jority would  have  been  against  the  formation  of  a  Grand  Chap- 
ter. 

I  was  surprised  at  Bekah  going  in  favour,  but  it  is  another 
instance  of  the  influence  of  another  and  non-masonic  body  being- 
used.  Lambert,  First  Principal  of  Bekah,  had  no  authority  from 
that  Chapter  to  act. 

The  situation  is  this,  Assiniboia,  Shekinah  and  Kether  will 
not  go  in  with  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Alberta.  Hillcrest,  which 
I  hope  is  now  U.  D.  will  stay  with  us,  I  believe. 

I  have  hopes  of  getting  Bekah  back,  but  even  without  it  we 
will  have  four  Chapters  on  the  Crow's  Nest.  Golden  West  I 
am  afraid  may  slip,  as  it  is  more  directly  under  the  influence  of 
Calgary,  but  we  have  enough  for  a  District  and  ask  for  the 
support  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada. 

We  ask  that  the  recognition  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada 
be  not  given  to  any  Grand  Chapter  of  Alberta. 

We  were  prepared  to  go  to  any  lengths  at  Calgary  to  avoid  a 
split.  The  amendment  moved,  as  stated,  was  moved  in  earnest, 
and  if  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada  gave  this  permission,  as 
stated  in  the  amendment,  it  was  said  that  the  opponents  of  the 
resolution  would  heartily  support  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Alberta, 
or  even  if  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada  did  not  give  its  per- 
mission would  then  take  into  consideration  the  question  of 
forming  a  Grand  Chapter  in  Alberta  more  favorably,  as  we 
would  have  then  done  the  right  thing  and  set  about  it  in  the 
right  manner. 

However,  Taylor,  Cornell,  West,  J.  Rankin  and  others 
stated  that  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada  would  never  give  per- 
mission, never  had  done  anything  for  the  West,  had  simply 
taken  our  money  and  used  it,  and  that  we  appeared  to  be  the 
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tail  of  the  dog.  They  evidently  prefer  to  be  the  head  of  a 
mongrel,  provided  it  has  a  bright  new  collar,  rather  gilt,  about 
its  neck.  It  really  is  wonderful  what  desire  for  office  will  do 
to  some  men. 

They  produced  no  estimates  of  cost  or  revenues,  and  would 
not  answer  the  figures  given  them  at  all.  Actually  they  were 
ready  to  force  things  through,  and  did  not  wish  to  reason. 

The  manner  in  which  the  whole  meeting  was  run  disgusted 
many  of  those  who  were  formerly  in  favour  of  the  Grand  Chap- 
ter. 

I  really  never  saw  such  a  deliberate  attempt  to  railroad 
matters  through  and  to  quash  discussion  as  was  made  by  Tay- 
lor, particularly  when  allusion  was  made  to  the  manner  in 
which  they  had  proceeded  in  1913,  and  the  fact  that  only  those 
Chapters  in  favour  of  the  motion  were  consulted  or  given  any 
information  as  to  the  progress  of  the  movement. 

However,  the  thing  is  over  nt>w  and  a  meeting  of  delegates 
from  the  loyal  Chapters  will  be  called  as  soon  as  possible,  and 
I  will  advise  you  as  to  results. 

It  is  necessary  that  the  Grand  Chapter  support  us  firmly,  as 
we  have  worked  very  hard  and  gone  to  a  great  deal  of  trouble 
to  maintain  the  authority  of  the  Grand  Chapter. 

Should  we  not  be  supported  now  and  should  recognition  be 
granted  to  the  so-called  Chapter  of  Alberta,  it  would  have  a 
bad  effect  on  our  members.  However,  I  have  no  fear  but  that 
the  Grand  Chapter  will  appreciate  the  work  we  have  done  and 
will  support  us  in  every  way. 

Kindly  let  me  hear  from  you  as  to  what  the  Grand  Chapter 
may  do  in  the  matter. 


Appendix  6. 

Circular  to  the  Grand  Chapters  oe  the  World. 

Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch   Masons  of   Canada. 
Office  of  the  M.E.  the  Grand  Z., 

Sarnia,  Ont,  June  6,  1914. 

To  Whom  it  may  Concern  and  especially  to  each  and  every  the 
Most  Excellent  Grand  Chapters  of  Royal  Arch  Masons 
throughout  the  world  with  which  thfs  Grand  Chapter 
holds  friendly  and  fraternal  relations,  and  which  acknowl- 
edge and  accord  recognition  to  its  supremacy  over  the 
territory  constitutionally  defined  as  within'  its  lawful 
jurisdiction. 

Most  Excellent  Companions: 

Mindful  of  the  time-honored  comity  existing  among 
authorized  governing  bodies  of  the  Royal  Craft,  and  with  the 
sole  desire  to  preserve  that  bond  in  unimpaired  and  harmonious 
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unity,  I  am  constrained  to  respectfully  report  a  regrettable  inci- 
dent of  recent  occurrence  which  may  probably  come  to  your 
knowledge  in  other  guise  and  with  totally  different  intention. 

For  some  two  years  or  more  certain  malcontent  Com- 
panions, members  of  subordinate  Chapters  in  the  Province  of 
Alberta,  a  district  embraced  in  the  jurisdiction  of  this  Grand 
Chapter,  have  been  surreptitiously  agitating  in  the  direction  of 
the  establishment  of  an  independent  Grand  Chapter.  Intima- 
tion of  such  movement  having  been  conveyed  to  me,  I  referred 
to  the  same  in  my  address  to  the  last  Annual  Convocation  of 
the  Grand  Chapter  and  the  views  therein  expressed  were  ap- 
proved by  that  body.     Vide  printed  Proceedings,  1914. 

The  object  of  the  agitation,  which  as  it  now  transpires 
developed  seditionary  aims,  may,  or  may  not,  have  had  at  the 
outset  some  claim  to  consideration,  but  neither  then  nor  since 
has  any  plea,  petition  or  communication  of  any  kind  whatsoever 
for  a  hearing  or  authoritative  sanction  on  behalf  of  their  desire 
been  submitted  to  myself  directly  or  through  the  recognized 
official  channel. 

On  the  contrary,  having  by  devious  methods,  as  enquiry 
reveals,  influenced  a  sufficient  number  to  enable  them  to  carry 
their  point,  a  meeting  was  called  in  the  city  of  Calgary  on  the 
29th  May,  and  there  and  then,  in  spite  of  appeals  from  Compan- 
ions who  urged  a  reference  to  Grand  Chapter,  forced  through 
their  resolutions  to  the  culmination  sought  for:  a  "Grand" 
Chapter  of  Alberta  so  called,  was  formed,  "  Grand  "  Principals, 
"  Grand "  Secretary,  etc.,  elected  and  installed,  and  otherwise 
exercised  the  functions  and  prerogatives  of  a  regularly  authorized 
Grand  Chapter. 

These  facts  being  reported  to  me,  I  forthwith  ordered  the 
suspension  from  all  rights  and  privileges  of  legitimate  Royal 
Arch  Masonry  of  the  leaders  in  this  act  of  flagrant  rebellion, 
notifying  the  Chapters  of  same  and  warning  the  latter  of  similar 
fate  should  any  support  to  the  traitorous  organization  be  ac- 
corded, and  further  decreed  that  the  so-called  Grand  Chapter  of 
Alberta,  being  irregular,  spurious  and  clandestine,  must  be  so 
regarded  by  all  regularly  constituted  Chapters  as  well  as  by 
every  loyal  Companion. 

As  it  is  probable  that  this  wholly  irregular  body,  styled  by 
its  promoters  "  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of 
Alberta,"  may  seek  the  recognition  of  regularly  constituted  Grand 
Chapters  which  admit  the  supremacy  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
Royal  Arch  Mason  of  Canada  within  the  jurisdiction  defined  by 
its  constitution.  I  deemed  it  my  duty  to  apprise  all  of  the  facts 
as  set  forth,  the  same  having  come  to  my  knowledge  from 
authentic  and  reliable  sources,  and  to  emphasize  the  assurance 
that  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Canada  is  now, 
as  heretofore,  in  occupation  of  the  territory,  known  geographically 
as  the  Province  of  Alberta. 

Fraternally  and  respectfully, 

D.  F.  Macwatt,  Grand  Z., 
Grand  Chapter  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Canada. 
Attest :    Geo.  J.  Bennett,  Grand  Scribe  E. 

Toronto,  June  8,  1914. 
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Appendix  7. 
Circular  to  the  Chapters  oe  the  Jurisdiction  G.R.C. 

Grand  Chapter  oe  Royal  Arch  Masons  oe  Canada. 
Office  of  the  Grand  Scribe  E., 

Toronto,  June  15,  1914. 
To  the  E.  the  First  Principal,  Officers  and  Companions  of  the 

Chapters  of  the  above  jurisdiction: 
E.  Sir  and  Companions, — 

I  am  directed  by  the  M.  E.  the  Grand  Z.  to  bring  to  your 
notice  the  action  of  certain  malcontent  companions,  members  of 
Chapters  in  the  Province  of  Alberta,  holding  under  the  juris- 
diction of  this  Grand  Chapter,  the  said  province  being  included 
in  the  Royal  Arch  Masonic  territory  constitutionally  governed 
by  this  Grand  body,  and  the  supreme  control  over  which  has 
been  recognized  and  admitted  by  all  Grand  Chapters  in  fraternal 
correspondence  with  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada  throughout 
the  world. 

And  whereas  these  Companions  did  convene  in  the  city  of 
Calgary  on  the  29th  May,  1914,  an  assembly  of  the  representa- 
tives of  several  of  the  Alberta  Chapters  and  did  then  and  there, 
without  any  reference  or  appeal  for  sanction  or  other  communi- 
cation whatsoever  to  the  governing  Grand  body,  proceed  to  form 
a  so-called  Grand  Chapter  for  the  province,  elect  and  instal 
officers  and  otherwise  exercise  the  prerogatives  and  functions  of 
a  regularly  authorized  Grand  Chapter,  their  pledges  of  allegiance 
and  solemn  obligation  to  the  contrary. 

The  selected  "  First  Grand  Principal,"  R.  E.  Comp.  Stephen 
Y.  Taylor,  formerly  of  Paris,  Ont,  and  at  date  of  offending,  a 
member  of  Brant  Chapter,  No.  115,  G.R.C;  the  "Grand  Scribe 
E.,"  V.  E.  Comp.  Melvin  M.  Downey,  and  the  Companion  who 
conducted  the  installation,  R.  E.  Comp.  J.  N.  Rankin,  all  of  the 
city  of  Calgary,  have,  by  direction  of  the  M.  E.  the  Grand  Z.,  been 
suspended  from  the  rights  and  privileges  of  legitimate  Royal 
Arch  Masonry;  and  other  Companions  or  Chapters  that  gave 
adhesion  to  and  continue  to  support  the  irregular  organization 
after  having  the  situation  made  clear  to  them  and  been  allowed 
reasonable  interval  for  reconsideration,  will  be  similarly  dealt 
with  on  receipt  of  the  report  of  investigation. 

I  am  therefore  instructed  to  inform  you  that  the  M.  E.  the 
Grand  First  Principal  has  declared  the  so-called  "  Grand  Chapter 
of  Alberta  "  irregular,  spurious  and  clandestine,  and  directs  that 
all  Chapters  regard  it  as  such  and  observe  due  caution  in  their 
intercourse  with  Companions  hailing  from  that  province  and 
who  admit  connection  with  the  schismatic  body. 

You  will  therefore  cause  this  communication  to  be  read  at 
the  next  ensuing  Convocation  of  your  Chapter  and   direct  the 
Companions  to  govern  themselves  accordingly. 
Yours  fraternally, 

Geo.  J.  Bennett,  Grand  Scribe  B. 
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Appendix  8. 

Suspended  by  the  M.  E.  the  Grand  Z. 

Grand  Chapter  of  Royae  Arch  Masons  of  Canada. 
Office  of  the  Grand  Scribe  E., 

Toronto,  July  17,  1914. 

To  the  E.  the  First  Principal,  Officers  and  Companions  of  the 
Chapters  of  the  above  jurisdictions: 

E.  Sir  and  Companions, — 

You  have  already  received  a  circular  letter  dated  15th  June 
apprising  you  of  the  insubordinate  action  of  certain  Companions 
of  Chapters  located  in  the  Province  of  Alberta,  in  the  juris- 
diction of  this  Grand  Chapter,  by  which  they  rebelliously  at- 
tempted to  form  a  spurious  Grand  Chapter  within  that  province 
and  did  convene  for  that  purpose  on  the  29th  of  May  last  at 
Calgary.  I  am  directed  by  the  M.  E.  the  Grand  Z.  to  state  for 
the  information  of  the  Companions  of  this  jurisdiction  at  large 
that  he  has  declared  inoperative  and  without  authority  the  war- 
rants formerly  issued  to  the  Companions  of 

Alberta  Chapter  No.  106,  Calgary; 
Otuskwan  Chapter  No.  179,  Calgary; 
Calgary  Chapter  No.  189,  Calgary; 
North  Star  Chapter  No.  118,  Edmonton; 
Mount  Horeb  Chapter  No.  172,  Wetaskiwin ; 
Bekah  Chapter  No.  176,  Macleod; 
Bow  Valley  Chapter  No.  188,  Gleichen ; 

and  that  those  warrants  are  now  null  and  void,  also  that  Com- 
panions hailing  from  these  Chapters  are,  in  consequence,  sus- 
pended from  the  rights  and  privileges  of  regular  Royal  Arch 
Masons  except  in  cases  where  repudiation  of  the  complained  of 
rebellious  action  ensures  good  standing  to  the  member. 

At  the  same  time  he  commends  to  the  fraternal  considera- 
tion of  the  Companions  of  the  jurisdiction  all  those  who  claim 
membership  in  the  following  Chapters  of  Alberta  which  declined 
to  be  associated  with  the  movement  inaugurated  by  the  advo- 
cates of  secession,  and  refused  to  be  led  from  the  allegiance 
pledged  to  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada : 

Assiniboia  Chapter  No.  126,  Medicine  Hat; 
Shekinah  Chapter  No.  158,  Lethbridge ; 
Golden  West  Chapter  No.  159,  High  River; 
Kether  Chapter  No.  177,  Pincher  Creek; 
Capital  City  Chapter,  U.D.,  Edmonton ; 
Keystone  Chapter,  U.D.,  Red  Deer; 
Vermilion  Chapter,  U.D.,  Vermilion ; 
Hillvue  Chapter,  U.D.,  Hillcrest. 
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I  am  also  to  inform  you  that  the  following  who  participated 
actively  in  the  formation  of  the  spurious  Grand  Chapter  have 
been  declared  by  the  M.  E.  the  Grand  Z.  suspended  from  the 
rights  and  privileges  of  regular  Royal  Arch  Masonry  pending 
further  action  by  Grand  Chapter  at  its  next  Annual  Convocation : 


R.  E.  C« 

Dmpanion  Stephen  Y.  Taylor, 

<( 

J.  N.  Rankin, 

" 

S.  E.  Cornell, 

« 

J.  H.  Argue, 

" 

A.  W.  R.  Markley, 

V.E. 

Melvin  M.  Downey, 

E. 

J.  M.  Empey, 

" 

G.  J.  Davis, 

" 

V.  A.  Bowes, 

tt 

T.  F.  English, 

a 

Arch.  West, 

a 

F.  S.  Watson, 

" 

T.  C.  Bruce, 

« 

G.  Allen, 

" 

J.  S.  Lambert, 

" 

D.  L.  Murison, 

" 

A.  H.  Spurr, 

" 

A.  R.  Yates, 

it 

T.  H.  Irvine, 

" 

J.  E.  Johnson, 

" 

F.  R.  Jelfs, 

" 

Peter  A.  Walker, 

" 

D.  G.  Campbell, 

K 

Robert  Patterson, 

(t 

.  E.  D.  H.  Wilkins. 

It  having  been  learned  that  the  leading  agitators  in  the 
rebellious  movement  had  contended  that  in  promoting  their 
unworthy  cause  they  were  following  old-time  custom  and  ap- 
proved precedent  by  instancing  the  methods  adopted  when  other 
Grand  Chapters  in  this  Dominion  were  originally  formed,  I  am 
further  instructed  by  the  M.  E.  the  Grand  Z.  to  enclose  you  an 
extract  from  a  communication  sent  recently  to  a  companion  in 
the  West  who  desired  the  information,  in  which  it  shows  such 
assertion  to  be  foundationless,  as  neither  custom  nor  precedent 
was  followed  when  these  Companions  mistakenly  decided  on  a 
course  totally  at  variance  with  every  recognized  privilege  of  the 
fraternity. 

Fraternally  yours, 

Geo.  J.  Bennett,  Grand  Scribe  E. 
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Appendix  9. 
Alberta's  so-called  Grand  Chapter  Applies  for  Recognition. 

To  the  Most  Excellent  the  Grand  First  Principal  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  of 

Most  Excellent  Companion,— 

The  Grand  Chapter  of  Alberta  was  organized  in  accordance 
with  Masonic  usage  on  Friday,  May  the  29th,  1914.  The  pro- 
ceedings of  ,the  Convention  and  first  Convocation  were  mailed  to 
the  various  Grand  Chapters  of  the  world  and  a  request  was 
made  that  recognition  be  granted  the  newly  formed  Grand 
Chapter. 

Several  Grand  Secretaries  have  already  acknowledged  the 
receipt  of  our  proceedings,  and  have  also  enquired  as  to  our 
answer  to  a  certain  protest  which  has  been  made  by  the  Grand 
First  Principal  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada  against  the 
formation  of  our  Grand  Body.  Not  having  received  a  copy  of 
said  protest,  we  were  unable  thereto  to  reply,  but  deem  it  proper 
that  we  should  relate  to  you  the  various  steps  which  led  to  the 
formation  of  our  Grand  Chapter,  and  our  reason  for  so  doing. 

This  question  has  been  under  consideration  by  the  Compan- 
ions of  the  Province  of  Alberta  for  the  past  two  years.  Owing 
to  the  great  distance  from  the  city  of  Toronto,  where  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Canada  usually  met,  subordinate  Chapters  were  not 
able  to  bear  the  expense  of  sending  a  delegate  to  the  Annual 
Convocation.  (Sic.)  For  many  years  not  a  single  delegate 
attended  from  the  Province  of  Alberta,  and  a  large  majority  of 
the  Chapters  of  this  Province  have  never  had  a  delegate  in  at- 
tendance at  Grand  Chapter.  The  reason  is  quite  obvious.  The 
distance  to  and  from  Toronto  is  4,162  miles.  It  requires  seven 
days  to  complete  this  journey,  and  the  total  expense,  including 
accommodation,  etc.,  about  $200.  At  the  present  time  there  are 
eleven  chartered  Chapters  and  four  under  dispensation  in  this 
Province.  Had  each  Chapter  been  annually  represented  by  a 
delegate  at  Grand  Chapter  the  outlay  would  have  been  greater 
than  that  required  to  meet  all  the  expenses  of  a  Grand  Chapter 
in  and  for  the  Province  of  Alberta. 

As  a  consequence  the  Grand  Superintendent  of  this  Province 
was  usually  a  Companion  who,  however  faithful  he  may  have 
been,  had  not  been  specially  instructed,  and  could  not  claim  to 
be  an  authority  in  the  work,  and  irregularities  are  common  in 
almost  every  Chapter.  The  Grand  First  Principals  have  very 
seldom  visited  our  Province  and  learned  from  personal  obser- 
vation and  experience  the  actual  condition  existing  in  each 
Chapter. 

When  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Alberta  was  formed  in  1905  it 
was  predicted  by  some  that  the  Masons  were  not  strong  enough 
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numerically  and  financially  to  support  a  Grand  Lodge.  It  began 
with  18  lodges  and  1,109  members.  At  the  present  time  there 
are  84  lodges,  having  a  total  membership  of  6,039. 

The  financial  statement  shows  a  credit  balance  of  $20,034.96, 
and  of  this  amount  a  nucleus  of  $7,193.45  has  been  set  aside  as 
a  Home  and  School  Fund.  The  source  of  supply  for  Capitular 
Masonry  is  found  among  the  members  of  the  Craft,  and  we  are 
convinced  that  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Alberta  will  show  a  similar 
growth  during  the  next  decade.  The  present  membership  of  the 
Province  is  over  1,400,  and  the  Companions  of  Alberta  are  quite 
prepared  to  bear  all  expenses  incident  to  the  formation  and 
maintenance  of  a  Grand  Chapter. 

Being  fully  convinced  that  the  best  interests  of  Capitular 
Masonry  would  be  promoted  by  having  a  Grand  Chapter  in  and 
for  the  Province,  and  after  carefully  considering  the  same  for 
some  time,  steps  were  taken  to  organize  with  that  end  in  view. 
At  a  preliminary  gathering  of  representative  Companions,  held 
in  the  city  of  Calgary,  on  May  20th,  1913,  it  was  agreed  to  defer 
action  until  a  later  date,  in  order  to  allow  ample  time  for  dis- 
cussion of  this  important  question  by  the  officers  and  Companions 
of  every  Chapter  in  the  Province.  After  due  deliberation,  resolu- 
tions were  passed  by  seven  Chapters  favoring  the  immediate  for- 
mation of  a  Grand  Chapter,  and  by  three  others  recommending  a 
delay  in  this  regard.  The  remaining  Chapters  passed  a  resolu- 
tion favoring  immediate  action,  with  certain  provisos,  and  did  not 
vote  for  or  against  the  resolutions  in  Convention  re  the  forma- 
tion of  a  Grand  Chapter.  A  convention  was  then  called  to  meet 
in  the  city  of  Calgary  on  Friday,  May  the  29th,  1914,  to  act  in 
accordance  with  the  resolutions  passed  by  a  majority  of  the 
Chapters  of  the  Province,  and  signed  by  the  First  Principal  and 
Secretary  of  the  Chapter,  under  the  seal  of  the  same. 

Notices  calling  this  Convention  were  mailed  to  the  three 
Principals  and  Secretary  of  every  Chapter,  to  every  First  Principal 
in  the  Province,  and  to  the  Grand  Z.  and  Grand  Secretary  of  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  Canada. 

The  printed  proceedings  give  a  full  and  accurate  account  of 
what  took  place  at  the  convention  and  subsequent  organization 
meeting. 

It  will  be  observed  that  an  amendment  was  introduced  de- 
ferring action  until  the  sanction  of  the  Grand  First  Principal  of 
the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada  was  requested,  but  inasmuch  as  the 
Grand  Z.  of  Canada  had  already  expressed  in  his  annual  address 
and  other  correspondence  his  personal  views  in  this  regard,  it  was 
finally  decided  to  proceed  immediately  with  the  formation  of  a 
Grand  Chapter. 

In  1905  political  autonomy  was  granted  to  the  Provinces  of 
Alberta  and  Saskatchewan.  In  the  same  year  steps  were  taken 
to  form  Grand  Lodges  in  these  Provinces,  and  the  same  privi- 
leges were  available  to  the  various  Chapters  in  these  Provinces,  or 
as  soon  thereafter  as  conditions  would  warrant  such  action. 
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The  principle  of  coincidence  or  coterminousness  of  political 
and  Masonic  boundaries  is  an  acknowledged  law  of  the  constitu- 
tions of  the  Grand  Masonic  Bodies  of  England,  Ireland  and  Scot- 
land, and  the  jurisdiction  of  each  of  these  Grand  Bodies  is  ex- 
clusive within  its  geographical  limits. 

The  Province  of  Alberta  is  a  Federal  Province  of  the  Domin- 
ion of  Canada,  and  has  political  autonomy,  with  legislative,  judi- 
cial and  executive  powers  which  are  not  possessed  by  England, 
Scotland  or  Ireland  as  parts  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland,  and  hence  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Alberta  is 
as  much  (and  a  fortiori  more)  entitled  to  have  and  to  exercise 
exclusive  Masonic  authority  within  its  territorial  limits  as  is 
either  of  the  Grand  Chapters  of  the  United  Kingdom  within  its 
geographical  boundaries,  or  as  are  the  several  Federal  States  of 
the  United  States  of  America! 

Many  precedents  may  be  quoted  to  prove  that  this  same 
principle  has  been  recognized  by  the  Craft  in  the  formation  of 
Supreme  Masonic  Bodies  in  the  United  States  of  America. 

"The  Territory  of  the  (now)  State  of  Maine  was  severed 
from  Massachusetts  in  1819  and  admitted  into  the  Union  early 
in  the  year  1820.  Shortly  after  the  severance  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  Maine  was  duly  formed,  and  most  of  the  lodges  which  united 
in  forming  it  retained  and  are  to  this  day  working  under  the 
original  warrants  received  from  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Massachu- 
setts." 

"  In  1849-1850  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  '  Territory  of  Oregon ' 
was  regularly  formed.  In  1857-1858  the  '  Territory  of  Oregon ' 
was  severed  by  the  Federal  Government  and  the  northern  portion 
erected  into  the  '  Territory  of  Washington,'  and  in  the  same 
year  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  Territory  of  Washington  was  duly 
formed  by  four  of  the  lodges  situated  therein,  and  has  been 
recognized  as  a  sister  Grand  Lodge." 

"  In  1867  the  ■  Territory  of  Washington  '  was  itself  severed 
by  the  '  Federal  Government '  of  the  United  States  and  its 
eastern  portion  erected  into  the  '  Territory  of  Idaho,'  and  in 
December  of  the  same  year  the  lodges  situated  in  the  dissevered 
territory  formed  the  '  Grand  Lodge  of  the  Territory  of  Idaho,' 
which  was  duly  recognized  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Washington 
Territory  at  its  first  subsequent  Communication." 

These  precedents  are  deemed  sufficient  to  show  the  general 
practice  of  the  fraternity  in  regard  to  the  formation  of  new 
Grand  Masonic  Bodies  in  "  Territories  and  States "  dissevered 
by  the  supreme  authority  of  the  land  from  the  territorial  juris- 
diction of  existent  Grand  Bodies. 

The  Companions  of  Alberta  are  fully  convinced  that  they 
can  best  promote  the  interests  of  Capitular  Masonry  under  their 
own  Grand  Chapter,  that  the  expenses  in  connection  therewith 
will  not  prove  a  burden,  that  what  other  Grand  Chapters  having 
about  the  same  membership  have  succeeded  in  doing  for  years 
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they  can  likewise  do,  under  more  favorable  circumstances,  and 
that  as  a  separate  autonomous  jurisdiction  they  are  entitled  to 
this  privilege,  and  having  so  organized  they  earnestly  desire  the 
recognition  and  good  wishes  of  their  Companions  throughout 
the  world. 

Yours  fraternally, 

S.  Y.  Taylor,  Grand  Z., 
Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Alberta. 

Attest :    M.  M.  Downey,  Grand  Scribe  B. 
Calgary,  July  15th,  1914. 


Appendix  10. 
Views  of  the  Convention  by  One  Who  Was  Present. 

"  I  consider  the  manner  in  which  this  movement  was 
engineered,  and  I  use  the  word  advisedly,  was  a  discredit  to  the 
Royal  Arch,  or  any  body  of  Masons,  and  the  deliberate  railroad- 
ing through  of  the  resolution  would  have  given  a  bunch  of  poli- 
ticians points  to  envy.  But  that  is  not  the  worst  feature.  To  me 
it  seems  an  attempt  is  being  made  to  secure  control,  not  only  of 
the  Chapters  but  of  the  Blue  Lodges,  and  when  you  tamper  with 
the  foundation  of  a  structure  the  whole  building  is  in  danger. 

"  I  have  it  on  good  authority  that  an  element  prominent  in 
fraternal  circles  is  canvassing  men  outside  Masonry  altogether  to 
apply  to  the  Blue,  so  as  to  get  their  feet  on  the  first  rung  of  the 
ladder  leading  to  their  particular  goal.  That  there  is  canvassing 
among  the  members  of  the  Blue,  Chapter  and  Preceptory  I  know 
myself  from  letters  I  have  received,  enclosing  circulars  and  other 
forms.  I  also  know  that  this  indiscriminate  tooting  for  candi- 
dates is  frowned  upon  and  strongly  disapproved  of  by  members 
of  these  bodies  who  are,  in  my  opinion  at  least,  good  and  true 
men. 

"  It  is  certain  that  this  boosting  element  was  in  great  force 
amongst  those  representatives  for  the  formation  of  a  Grand 
Chapter  in  Calgary.  In  fact  one  of  them  said  that  one  advan- 
tage of  having  our  own  Grand  Chapter  would  be  that,  instead  of 
counting  our  members  by  hundreds,  in  two  or  three  years  we 
could  count  them  by  the  thousands. 

"  Another  man  said  he  considered  everyone  admitted  to  Blue 
Lodge  entitled  to  every  degree  in  Masonry.  You  may  note  the 
spirit  of  these  two  statements,  and  why  we  are  in  so  very  serious 
a  situation  here  in  the  West. 

"  I  am  opposed  to  the  cheapening  of  Masonry  by  such  means. 
Of  what  use  is  the  multiplicity  of  honors?  The  extra  and  un- 
necessary expense  will  be  borne  by  many  Chapters  unable  to 
afford  it,  and  when  lodge  dues  become  burdensome,  what  hap- 
pens? For  some  people  it  is  preferable  to  be  a  frog  in  a  puddle 
than  be  a  whale  in  the  ocean.     It  is  a  situation  of  great  difficulty. 
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Deliberate  representations  have  been  made  and  will  be  made,  and 
Companions  will  be  involved  and  entangled  with  their  connection 
with  the  new  Grand  Chapter,  and  will  be  so  confused  that  they 
may  not  repudiate  it,  and  I  fear  the  resolution  cannot  but  mean  a 
serious  setback  to  the  peaceful  prosperity  of  Masonry  in  Alberta. 
I  hope  a  solution  of  the  whole  matter  will  be  arrived  at  by  Grand 
Chapter,  but  it  will  take  earnest  thought,  hard  work  and  much 
tact  and  patience  to  restore  harmony.  I  cannot  but  feel  that 
the  Companions  who  stood  with  us  so  staunchly  at  the  Convention 
will  stand  to  their  guns  to  the  finish.  They  made  the  limit  of 
concession  when  they  proposed  their  amendment,  and  I  think 
they  showed  the  only  Masonic  spirit  in  evidence  at  that  most 
un-Masonic  meeting." 


Appendix  11. 
Report  of  Grand  Superintendent  on  Visit  to  Bekah  Chapter. 

"  I  went  to  McLeod  to  attend  the  regular  meeting  of  July 
7th,  and  was  there  on  that  date,  and  prior  to  the  opening  of  the 
meeting  saw  E.  Comp.  Jas.  Lambert,  First  Principal,  and  de- 
manded the  surrender  of  the  warrant,  in  the  name  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Canada.  This  was  declined,  but  at  the  same  time  my 
authority  was  not  questioned  in  any  way.  On  assembling  for  the 
meeting  I  was  informed  that  Mr.  S.  Y.  Taylor  was  to  be  there 
and  that  the  meeting  was  to  be  held  under  the  Alberta  Grand 
Chapter. 

"  The  circular  calling  the  meeting  was  the  circular  of  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  Canada. 

"  Several  members  of  the  Chapter,  when  made  aware  of  the 
facts  regarding  the  effect  their  attendance  would  have  upon  their 
standing  if  meeting  under  '  Alberta,'  remained  away,  as  well  as 
I  was  compelled  to  do  myself,  and  about  one-half  of  the  members 
attended  in  ignorance  of  the  fact  until  possibly  too  late  for  them 
to  retire,  or  being  quite  new  members  in  some  cases,  I  am 
informed,  it  was  their  first  meeting  since  exaltation,  ignorant  of 
any  possible  consequences  of  such  attendance. 

"  I  was  requested  to  explain  the  situation  to  seven  of  the 
Companions,  who,  when  I  did  so,  questioned  the  authority  of 
their  Principals  in  the  course  they  had  adopted,  as  no  resolution 
had  been  passed  by  the  Chapter  to  join  the  Alberta  organiza- 
tion, nor  was  E.  Companion  Lambert  authorized  to  represent 
them  at  the  Calgary  meeting  in  May  last,  and  all  with  whom  I 
came  in  contact  immediately  repudiated  any  connection  with  any 
irregular  organization.  To-day  I  am  in  receipt  of  a  telegram 
from  Companion  Sutherland  advising  that  half  of  their  members 
are  desirous  of  being  loyal  to  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada,  and 
requested  me  to  go  and  assist  in  reinstating  Bekah  Chapter  No. 
176  and  help  put  this  in  shape  as  a  loyal  Chapter. 

"  On  two  separate  occasions  when  E.  Companion  Lambert 
reiterated  his  declaration  to  carry  through  the  Alberta  meeting 


62        GRAND  CHAPTER  OF  CANADA 

my  request  for  the  surrender  of  the  warrant  was  flatly  refused. 
The  warrant  is  still  in  the  possession  of  E.  Companion  Lambert, 
who  refused  to  give  it  up,  and  who  avers  he  has  not  broken  his 
allegiance  or  obligation.  (A  very  elastic  conscience  has  this 
Companion!)  The  moneys  of  this  Chapter  have  been  trans- 
ferred illegally." 


AprENDix  12. 
Chapter  Property  Removed. 

R.  E.  Companion  Robertson,  Grand  Superintendent,  Alberta 
North  District,  reports  of  an  attempt  to  seize  the  warrant 
of  Alberta  Chapter  No.  106,  Calgary,  "But  found  it  had  been 
taken  from  the  room,  and  we,  R.  E.  Comp.  Hill  accompany- 
ing me,  were  informed  by  the  Companions  present  they  knew 
nothing  of  it  or  as  to  its  whereabouts.  On  the  evening  fol- 
lowing, again  with  Comp.  Hill,  I  attempted  to  get  the 
charter  of  Otuskwan  Chapter,  but  this  also  had  disappeared 
and  we  could  get  no  information.  Bow  Valley  Chapter  I 
did  not  visit,  but  wrote  them  several  times  relative  to  their 
warrant,  but  no  reply  is  to  hand.  I  did  not  attempt  to  take 
Wetaskiwin's  charter,  as  I  understood  they  intended  to  remain 
loyal.  I  also  went  to  North  Star  Chapter  No.  118,  but  found 
their  charter  had  also  disappeared,  and  again  no  information. 
I  spoke  to  the  First  Principal,  but  he  could  give  me  no  satis- 
factory reply.  I  also  mentioned  the  matter  of  funds,  books  and 
property  to  him,  but  he  asserted  they  belonged  to  them  and 
claimed  the  right  to  hold  them,  as  they  had  already  changed  the 
account  from  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada  to  Grand  Chapter  of 
Alberta.  The  Treasurer,  E.  Comp.  Ferguson,  also  demanded  the 
money,  but  they  refused  to  hand  it  over.  The  regalia,  etc.,  are 
still  in  the  Chapter,  but  the  books  are  not  there." 

The  following  is  a  letter  from  the  Scribe  E.  of  Alberta 
Chapter    106: 

"  On  the  27th  of  November  last  the  officers  of  Alberta  Chap- 
ter No.  106  were  duly  installed  by  Grand  Superintendent  Sanders 
of  Medicine  Hat.  We  find  that  the  charter,  tools,  paraphernalia, 
etc.,  of  this  Chapter  have  been  removed,  and  we  know  not  their 
whereabouts.  Our  bank  account  has  also  been  taken  possession 
of  and  transferred  to  the  so-called  Alberta  Chapter  No.  1. 

"  We  venture  to  call  upon  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada, 
through  its  Grand  Superintendent,  to  assist  us  in  recovering  the 
aforesaid  property,  including  the  transferred  bank  account,  so 
that  we  may  be  in  a  position  to  resume  the  work  of  Alberta 
Chapter  No.  106." 

D.   C.   Robertson,   Esq.,   Grand   Supt,   Alberta   N.   Dist.   No.    17, 

Edmonton. 
Walter  V.  Sanders,  Esq.,  Grand  Supt.,  Alberta  S.  Dist.  No.  17a, 

Medicine  Hat. 
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Appendix  13. 

Grand  Superintendents  Instructed. 

June  20th,  1914. 
Dear  Sir  and  R.  E.  Companion, — 

I  am  instructed  to  remind  you,  with  reference  to  the  letter 
sent  out  from  this  office  to  the  Chapters  in  Alberta,  on  the  3rd 
inst,  and  which  gave  to  each  a  period  of  thirty  days  in  which  to 
reply  as  to  the  attitude  of  the  membership  in  connection  with 
the  formation  of  a  spurious  Royal  Arch  organization  in  the 
Province  of  Alberta  and  so-called  a  "  Grand  Chapter,"  that  the 
period  mentioned  is  drawing  towards  its  limit  and  action  must 
be  promptly  taken  with  each  and  every  Chapter  failing  to  respond 
to  the  request  therein  submitted. 

I  am  further  directed  by  the  M.  E.  the  Grand  Z.  that  where 
such  response  is  withheld  by  a  Chapter  and  as  soon  as  possible 
after  the  3rd  day  of  July,  1914,  he  authorizes  you,  as  his  repre- 
sentatives in  the  district  over  which  you  preside,  to  seize  the 
warrant  or  other  authority  granted  by  the  M.  E.  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Canada  or  himself,  together  with  the  books  and  other 
property  pertaining  thereto,  and  hold  same  on  behalf  of  this 
Grand  Chapter  until  report  is  made  by  you,  when  further  instruc- 
tions will  be  forwarded. 

Furthermore,  it  is  his  desire  that  it  should  be  made  known 
that  where  nine  or  more  loyal  Companions  of  any  such  Chapter 
who  abide  by  the  allegiance  pledged  to  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
Canada  make  an  appeal  supported  over  their  several  signatures, 
expressing  their  ability  to  work  for  and  maintain  their  Chapter 
as  formerly,  the  documentary  authority  may  be  entrusted  to  their 
keeping  under  the  prescribed  conditions. 

You  are  also  requested  to  inform  me  whether  the  signa- 
tories to  the  summons  calling  the  meeting  in  Calgary  on  the  29th 
May,  some  of  which  signed  on  behalf  of  Chapters  embraced  in 
your  district,  and  all  those  who  were  elected  or  appointed  to 
office  thereat  were  willing  participants  in  the  rebellious  movement 
that  was  there  inaugurated  and  continued  to  a  conclusion  which 
has  resulted  in  placing  its  leaders  in  a  condition  of  outlawry  and 
where  their  followers  must  eventually  find  themselves  also. 

I  am,  R.  E.  Sir, 

Fraternally  yours, 

(Sgd.)     Geo.  J.  Bennett,  G.  S.  E. 
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Appendix  14. 

Companions  to  be  Cautioned. 

October  10th,  1914. 

,  Esq., 

Grand  Supt Dist.  No 

Oiit. 
Dear  Sir  and  R.  E.  Companion, — 

The  M.  E.  the  Grand  Z.  desires  that  in  your  visitations  to  the 
several  Chapters  in  your  district  you  will  direct  attention  to  the 
circulars  issued  a  few  months  ago  having  reference  to  the  rebel- 
lious action  of  certain  malcontent  Companions  of  Chapters  in 
the  Province  of  Alberta,  and  the  subsequent  formation  by  them 
of  an  irregular  body,  so-called  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Alberta, 
and  urge  the  necessity  of  vigilant  care  in  the  matter  of  Com- 
panions from  that  Province  who  have  been  declared  suspended. 

Caution  the  Companions  generally  to  beware  of  statements 
made  public  by  said  suspended  Companions  or  those  who  sympa- 
thize with  their  unparalleled  action,  and  especially  to  avoid  being 
influenced  by  misstatements,  as  it  is  clear  that  incidents  of 
Masonic  history  in  connection  with  Royal  Arch  events  in  the 
past  have  been  distorted  or  so  palpably  misrepresented  for  the 
purpose  of  bolstering  up  an  ignoble  cause,  that  the  possibility  of 
many  being  misled  may  be  thus  guarded  against. 

I  am,  R.  E.  Sir, 

Yours  fraternally, 

(Sgd.)     Geo.  J.  Bennett,  G.  S.  E. 


Appendix  15. 
Circular  to  Grand   Representatives  oe  Canada. 


Representative  G.  C.  of  Canada, 


Dear  Sir  and  Companion, — 

In  connection  with  the  deplorable  action  of  certain  disloya/ 
Companions  of  Chapters  of  this  jurisdiction  located  in  the 
Province  of  Alberta,  who  have  incited  discontent  and  revolt  to 
the  extent  that,  in  defiance  of  and  with  utter  disregard  of  consti- 
tuted authority,  they  have  formed  themselves  into  a  so-called 
Grand  Chapter  for  that  province  without  any  request  for  permis- 
sion to  so  act.  The  facts  in  connection  therewith  were  at  once 
set  forth  in  a  communication  to  the  Grand  Chapters  in  fraternal 
correspondence  with  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada  (vide  copy 
enclosed),  in  order  that  they  should  be  advised  of  the  circum- 
stances, and  the  M.  E.  the  Grand  Z.  has  instructed  me  to  com- 
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municate  with  yourself  as  Canada's  representative  near  your  own 
Grand  Chapter,  not  only  in  order  that  you  may  be  cognizant  of 
the  facts,  but  also  that,  should  your  Grand  body  consider  any 
possible  application  for  recognition  from  a  body  declared  by  him 
as  "  irregular  and  spurious,"  you  may,  in  the  interests  of  the 
Grand  Chapter  which  you  represent,  enjoin  caution  in  dealing 
with  representations  that  have  already  been  proved  to  be  without 
foundation  in  fact. 

1.  These  Chapters  and  Companions  were  each  and  severally 
pledged  to  maintain  allegiance  to  the  Supreme  body  to  whose 
authority  they  owed  their  Royal  Arch  existence. 

2.  The  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada  is,  and  was  from  the  insti- 
tution of  the  first  Chapter  in  the  Province,  in  Masonic  occupation 
of  the  territory. 

3.  That  whatever  argument  might  have  been  adduced  to 
favor  independence,  it  was  the  plain  duty  of  its  advocates  to 
fraternally  request  permission  of  the  Grand  body  to  which  they 
were  pledged  for  its  countenance  and  sanction. 

4.  Not  only  did  they  ignore  such  reasonable  action  at  their 
called  convention,  but  when  it  was  urged  by  loyal  Companions 
there  present,  declined  to  consider  it. 

5.  They  pressed  their  object  and  declared  for  independence 
and  the  formation  of  a  new  Grand  Chapter,  notwithstanding 
vigorous  protest  stating  that  they  were  upheld  by  a  majority, 
which  statement  is  open  to  question,  and  the  counter  statements 
of  others  support  this  disclaimer. 

6.  Having  formed  their  Grand  Chapter  and  selected  officers, 
notification  was  then  sent  abroad,  the  first  intimation  that  such 
rebellious  action  was  contemplated. 

7.  Since  then  this  irregular  body  has  sought  to  procure 
recognition  by  extraordinary  methods,  not  the  least  of  which  has 
been  the  attempt  to  misrepresent  precedent  and  usage  to  attain 
their  end,  to  wit — recognition  by  the  Capitular  world  as  a  regular 
constituted  Grand  Chapter,  notwithstanding  the  plain  fact  that 
history  clearly  proves  that  the  action  of  these  misguided  Com- 
panions is  unparalleled. 

8.  The  prominent  leaders  in  the  rebellion,  as  well  as  the 
Chapters  giving  adhesion  to  the  disloyal  movement  (less  than 
half)  have  been  declared  suspended  by  the  M.  E.  the  Grand  Z. 
pending  the  Annual  Convocation  in  February  next.  In  the  mean- 
time loyal  Companions  are  awaking  to  their  error  and  are  seek- 
ing authority  to  continue  working  under  the  original  warrants. 

The  M.  E.  the  Grand  Z.  feels  that  with  these  facts  in  your 
possession  he  may  safely  trust  that  your  colleagues  in  Grand 
Chapter  will  not  err  from  lack  of  information. 

I  am,  R.  E.  Sir, 

Fraternally  yours, 
(Sgd.)     Geo.  J.  Bennett,  G.  S.  E. 
E 
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Appendix  16. 

Extracts  from  Report  on  Foreign  Correspondence  oe  Grand 
Chapter  of  Colorado,  September,  1914. 

Grand  Chapter  of  Canada. 

There  has  been  submitted  to  your  Committee  on  Foreign 
Correspondence  the  question  of  the  recognition  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Alberta.  Usually  such  ques- 
tions have  not  given  us  great  concern,  but  in  this  case  it  is  one 
of  serious  import.  Alberta  is  one  of  the  Provinces  of  the  Domin- 
ion of  Canada,  and  its  Chapters  have  derived  their  legitimacy 
from  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada. 

*  *        * 

Your  Committee  has  had  this  matter  under  consideration  for 
many  weeks,  and  not  desiring  to  object  to  any  valid  civil  division 
of  a  country,  which  is  able  to  do  so,  to  form  a  Grand  Chapter, 
there  is  a  serious  doubt  in  our  minds  as  to  whether  in  this 
instance  a  '  portion  of  the  Chapters  working  under  a  Grand 
Chapter  have  the  right  to  secede  and  set  up  a  government  of 
their  own.  As  well  might  some  of  the  Chapters  of  New  York 
City  combine  to  set  up  a  Grand  Chapter  of  New  York,  allowing 
the  outside  Chapters  to  remain  under  its  jurisdiction,  unless  some 
action  was  taken  by  the  consent  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  New 
York. 

*  *        * 

It  is  therefore  the  opinion  of  your  Committee  that  the  recog- 
nition of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Alberta,  at  this  time,  especially  in 
view  of  the  action  of  the  convention  having  been  taken,  so  far 
as  we  can  learn,  without  notifying  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada 
of  its  intention  to  organize,  would  not  be  a  wise  course  to  pur- 
sue; and,  therefore,  recommend  that  until  more  fully  satisfied  of 
the  wisdom  of  setting  up  of  such  a  new  government  and  its 
benefits  to  Capitular  Masonry  in  general,  that  recognition  of  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Alberta  be  withheld  and 
the  question  remain  open  for  further  consideration  as  this  Grand 
Chapter  may  from  time  to  time  deem  proper. 


Appendix  17. 


Warning.    Circular  to   First   Princiipals  of   Chapters. 
Grand  Chapter  of  Royae  Arch  Masons  of  Canada. 

Office  of  the  Grand  Scribe  E., 

Toronto,  November  25th,  1914. 

To  the  First  Principal,  Chapter,  No 

Dear  Sir  and  E.  Companion, — 

It  will  be  recalled  by  the  Companions  that  a  few  months  ago 
the  Chapters  of  the  jurisdiction  were  notified  from  this  office 
that  owing  to  the  insubordinate  action  of  certain  Companions  in 
the  Province  of  Alberta  in  organizing  within  the  territory  occu- 
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pied  by  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Canada 
an  unauthorized  body  which  they  were  pleased  to  name  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  R.  A.  M.  of  Alberta,  the  M.  E.  the  Grand  Z. 
did  declare  such  body  to  be  spurious  and  clandestine,  and  he  fur- 
ther pronounced  the  decree  of  suspension  against  all  those  who 
led  in,  or  allied  themselves  with,  the  rebellious  movement,  and 
further,  after  due  and  sufficient  warning,  directed  to  the  subor- 
dinate Chapters,  included  in  that  decree  all  those  Chapters  which 
by  non-acceptance  of  said  warning  did  admit  collusion  with  said 
spurious  organization,  resulting  in  the  annulling  and  voidance  ol 
their   respective  warrants;   therefore 

I  am  now  directed  to  inform  you  that  whereas  it  has  come 
to  the  knowledge  of  the  M.  E.  the  Grand  Z.  that  persons  affected 
by  the  ban  of  suspension,  as  stated,  have  been  submitting  their 
claims  to  eligibility  under  conditions  where  one  of  the  important 
features  of  qualification  is  the  possession  of  the  Royal  Arch 
degree  received  in  a  regular  authorized  Chapter  under  the  sanc- 
tion of  a  duly  constituted  and  recognized  Grand  Chapter;  and 

Whereas  the  pretensions  of  such  unqualified  persons  must 
have  been  supported  and  recommended  by  thoughtless  Com- 
panions heedless  of  their  position  and  the  solemn  pledges  bind- 
ing them  to  the  interests  of  their  Grand  Chapter,  I  am  further 
directed  by  the  M.  E.  the  Grand  Z.  to  request  that  you  will  make 
known  to  the  Companions  of  your  Chapter  that  all  such  instances 
of  wilful  neglect  of  obligation  and  fealty  through  a  Companion's 
open  support  in  person  or  under  signature,  or  any  who  tacitly 
countenance  by  their  presence,  or  otherwise  knowingly  acquiesce 
in  so  flagrant  a  breach  of  duty,  that  the  offence  when  reported 
will  be  promptly  investigated  and  the  offender  required  to  show 
cause  why  he  should  not  be  dealt  with  as  the  law  provides. 

This  communication  you  will  cause  to  be  read  at  the  next 
ensuing  regular  Convocation  of  your  Chapter  and  so  promulgate 
its  contents  that  every  member  on  the  roll  may  be  fully  apprised 
of  the  risk  he  undertakes  when  he  is  requested  to  recommend  the 
name  of  any  person,  for  any  purpose,  who  stands  in  the  position 
of  the  persons  herein  described.  Companions  are  thus  cautioned 
and  enjoined  to  take  heed  and  govern  themselves  accordingly. 

I  am,  E.  Sir, 

Yours  fraternally, 

Geo.  J.  Bennett,  Grand  Scribe  B. 


Appendix  18. 

How  Scotland  Dealt  With  Insubordination. 

Supreme  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Scotland. 
Scribe's  Chambers,  50  George  Street, 

Edinburgh,  13th  April,  1863. 
M.  E.  Sir  and  Companion, — 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Supreme  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of 
Scotland,  held  on  the  17th  December  last,  it  was  found  necessary 
to  suspend  four  Chapters  and  thirteen  Companions  of  the  Order 
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resident  in  Glasgow,  for  insubordination  and  disobedience  to  the 
Supreme  Chapter. 

It  appears  that  these  thirteen  suspended  Companions  formed 
themselves  into  what  they  were  pleased  to  term  a  "  General 
Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  for  Scotland  and  the  Colonies/'  and 
having  prevailed  upon  a  number  of  members  of  the  suspended 
Chapters  to  join  them,  they  commenced  issuing  charters  and 
working  the  Royal  Arch  degree.  This  having  been  reported  to 
the  Supreme  Chapter,  that  body,  at  a  special  meeting  held  on  the 
6th  inst.,  expelled  from  the  Order  of  Royal  Arch  Freemasons 
the  brethren  whose  names  are  contained  in  the  annexed  list. 

I  am  directed  by  the  Supreme  Chapter  to  communicate  the 
sentence  passed  upon  these  brethren  to  all  Chapters  and  Mark 
Master  lodges  holding  of  the  Supreme  Chapter,  in  order  that  they 
may  prohibit  arid  discharge  their  members,  in  all  time  coming, 
from  holding  any  communication  with  any  of  them  on  the  subject 
of  Royal  Arch  Masonry,  or  from  admitting  into  their  Chapters 
or  lodges  any  of  these  expelled  brethren,  or  any  one  exalted,  in, 
or  belonging  to,  any  of  the  spurious  Chapters  established  by  them. 

I  am  also  directed  to  intimate  this  to  all  sister  Grand  Chap- 
ters, and  to  request  that  the  usual  publicity  may  be  given  to  it 
among  their  daughter  Chapters,  in  order  that  these  Chapters  may 
not  through  ignorance  communicate  with  spurious  Chapters  and 
expelled  brethren. 

And  lastly,  I  am  directed  to  intimate  this  to  the  Royal  Order 
of  Scotland,  the  Chapter  General  of  the  Religious  and  Military 
Order  of  the  Temple,  and  the  Supreme  Council  of  the  33rd  and 
last  degree  of  the  Ancient  and  Accepted  Scotish  Rite,  in  order 
that  these  bodies  may  adopt  such  measures  as  regards  those  of 
the  expelled  brethren  who  may  be  members  of  them,  as  they 
see    fit. 

I  have  accordingly,  in  terms  of  these  directions,  sent  you 
this  notice,  which  I  have  to  request  you  will  lay  before  your  first 
meeting. 

I  am,  M.  E.  Sir  and  Companions, 

Yours  fraternally, 

L.  MackErsy,  G.  S.  E. 

Then  followed  the  list  of  those  expelled,  fourteen  in  all. 


Appendix  19. 


The  Rights  of  a  Grand  Body  in  Occupation  Established. 
Extract  erom  the  Address  oe  M.  W.  Bro.  A.  A.  Stevenson  to 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  Canada  on  the  Quebec  Question  in  1869. 

"When  the  Confederation  Act  (of  Canada)  came  into 
operation  in  1867  a  very  general  feeling  prevailed  among  the 
fraternity  within  this  jurisdiction  that  the  political  changes 
then  made  would,  to  a  greater  or  less  degree,  affect  our 
position  as  a  Grand  Lodge,  and  that  a  corresponding  change 
would     be     necessary    to     adapt     ourselves    to     the    new     state 
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of  affairs.  This  feeling  gave  rise  to  the  discussion  at  King- 
ston, which  has  already  been  sufficiently  alluded  to.  Many 
brethren  who  at  that  time  held  the  opinion  that  we  ought  to 
make  some  change,  were  yet  unable  to  adduce  reasons  suffi- 
cient to  satisfy  their  own  minds  on  what  ground  such  changes 
were  rendered  necessary.  There  were  no  precedents,  so  far 
as  known,  either  in  the  old  world  or  on  this  continent,  and 
thus  the  solution  of  the  problem  was  rendered  much  more  diffi- 
cult than  it  would  otherwise  have  been.  Since  that  period  it  is 
within  mv  knowledge  that  some  brethren  of  eminence  who  then 
entertained  such  views  as  those  above  indicated  have,  on  mature 
reflection  and  a  closer  study  of  the  case,  been  led  to  the  conclusion 
that  the  political  changes  which  took  place  in  connection  with  the 
Confederation  scheme  did  not,  in  any  manner  or  degree,  alter  or 
affect  the  status  or  position  of  th,e  Grand  Lodge  of  Canada.  The 
name  may  be  anomalous — (though  there  are  good  and  sufficient 
reasons  why  even  this  should  not  be  changed) — the  jurisdiction 
and  authority  remain  precisely  as  before.  That  this  must  be  so 
will  be  manifest  when  we  consider  the  self-evident  truth,  that  an 
Act  of  Parliament  can  neither  create  nor  destroy  a  Grand  Lodge 
of  Freemasons.  If  this  be  correct,  and  I  maintain  it  is,  then  it 
follows,  as  a  natural  consequence,  that  the  Confederation  Act, 
passed  by  the  Imperial  Parliament  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland, 
did  not,  in  the  most  remote  degree,  interfere  with  the  standing, 
position  or  operations  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Canada,  and  the 
same  may  be  said  respecting  other  organizations  existing  in  this 
country,  apart  from  and  wholly  independent  of  Governmental 
support  or  control. 

"  I  am  well  aware  that  it  is  held  as  a  general  principle  by 
eminent  authorities  on  this  continent  that  Masonic  boundaries 
should  be  coterminous  with  political  boundaries.  This  has  been 
the  rule  in  the  establishment  of  Grand  Lodges  in  the  United 
States.  But  the  United  States  furnishes  no  parallel  to  the  case 
under  consideration,  and  therefore  comparison  is  entirely  out  of 
the  question.  The  arguments  which  would  be  applicable  to  a 
number  of  separate,  independent  and  sovereign  States,  claiming 
to  exercise  exclusive  legislative  authority  and  supreme  govern- 
mental control  in  all  matters,  except  such  as  they  themselves 
reserve  and  depute  to  the  general  or  United  States  Government, 
lose  all  their  point  and  efficacy  when  applied  to  our  subordinate 
colonial  or  provincial  condition,  where  all  the  power  is  vested  in 
the  general  or  Dominion  Government  and  Parliament — where 
only  local  matters  (or  such  as  are  in  the  U.  S.  termed  municipal) 
are  entrusted  to  the  local  governments  and  legislatures,  the 
Lieutenant-Governors  of  the  various  Provinces  deriving  their 
appointments  from  the  Governor-General  of  the  Dominion.  In 
our  case,  which  would  be  the  political  boundary  to  which  Masonic 
government  would  require  to  conform?  The  Dominion  or  the 
Provincial?  If  the  former,  we  possess  not  the  power,  as  there 
are  two  other  Grand  Lodges  established  within  the  Dominion, 
whose  existence  could  not  be  ignored,  and  whose  co-operation  we 
could  not  at  present  expect  to  obtain ;  if  the  latter,  then  every 
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new  division  of  territory  or  change  in  name  which  might  take 
place  in  either  of  the  Provinces  would  necessitate  similar  changes 
in  the  jurisdiction  and  names  of  the  respective  Grand  Lodges. 
Would  this  be  wise?  Would  it  be  expedient?  Would  it  be 
common-sense?  Surely  there  are  few  to  be  found  prepared  to 
answer  in  the  affirmative. 

"  I  can  easily  understand  that  in  the  organization  of  a 
Grand  Lodge  for  a  particular  Kingdom,  State  or  Territory  it  is 
well  to  conform  to  the  name  of  the  Kingdom,  State  or  Territory 
over  which  that  Grand  Lodge  intends  to  exercise  Masonic  juris- 
diction and  authority,  but  I  most  respectfully  submit  that  after 
a  Grand  Lodge  is  once  established  and  recognized,  its  existence, 
jurisdiction  and  authority  can  neither  be  destroyed,  altered  or  in 
any  degree  affected  by  either  political  or  governmental  action. 

"  Entertaining  these  views  regarding  our  position,  I  can  see 
no  ground  for  the  opinion  put  forward  by  some  that  the  Province 
of  Quebec  is  "  vacant  "  or  "  unoccupied  territory."  That  it  was 
occupied  from  1855  until  Confederation  took  place  is  admitted 
on  all  sides;  how  then  can  it  be  said  to  be  unoccupied  now? 
Has  anyone  been  able  to  determine  why  it  has  become  to  be 
unoccupied  since  when  it  is  acknowledged  that  it  was  occu- 
pied before  Confederation?  If  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Canada 
existed  in  and  exercised  authority  over  the  Province  of  Que- 
bec, as  well  as  Ontario,  previous  to  Confederation,  by  what 
process  of  reasoning  can  it  be  made  to  appear  that  she  only 
exists  in  and  exercises  authority  over  one  of  these  Provinces 
subsequently  to  that  event?  When,  and  to  whose  care  has  she 
confided  the  other? 

"  Investigate  this  subject  as  carefully  and  closely  as  you  may, 
you  will,  I  think,  be  irresistibly  led  to  this  conclusion — that  if 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  Canada  exists  at  all  (and  surely  no  one 
will  deny  that),  its  existence,  jurisdiction  and  authority  extends 
now  over  every  foot  of  the  territory  claimed  and  conceded  at 
its  establishment  in  1855,  and  it  is  to-day  as  much  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  the  Masons  of  Quebec  as  it  is  of  the  Masons  of 
Ontario,  and  that,  therefore,  a  second  Grand  Lodge  cannot  at 
present  be  legally  established  in  either  one  or  the  other  of  these 
Provinces." 


Appendix  20. 


Extracts    from    Report    on    Foreign    Correspondence,    Grand 

Lodge  of  Canada,  1871,  by  R.  W.  Bro.  Edward  Mitchell, 

Explaining  the   Position  of   Masonic   Grand   Lodges 

when  Confronted  with  Conditions  Governing  the 

Partition  of  Territory  by  Legal  Enactment. 

First.  Has  Quebec  the  inherent  independent  right  to  form 
a  Grand  Lodge  on  the  ground  that  she  is  a  sovereign  inde- 
pendent State  or  Province? 

Second.  Did  the  North  America  Act  of  1867  render  the 
Province  of  Quebec  unoccupied  Masonic  territory? 
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There  has  been  much  writing  and  talking  about  the  regular- 
ity of  organizing,  which  we  consider  very  unimportant,  and 
until  the  two  questions  mentioned  are  satisfactorily  solved,  any 
additional  points  that  have  been  introduced  are  irrelevant ;  we 
shall,  therefore,  look  at  these  two  questions  in  their  order,  and 

First,  of  Independence.  It  is  well  known  to  all  that  what  is 
now  called  "  The  American  Doctrine  of  Grand  Lodge  Juris- 
diction "  sprung  out  of  the  revolution  and  declaration  of  civil 
independence,  and  we  do  not  think  we  can  state  the  case  more 
clearly  than  it  is  stated  by  Grand  Master  Gardner  of  Massa- 
chusetts, in  his  address  at  last  Grand  Annual  Communication,  a 
part  of  which  we  copy : 

"  On  the  4th  of  July  '  The  Declaration  of  Independence '  was 
by  order  of  Congress  engrossed  and  signed,  by  which  the  United 
Colonies  declared  themselves  to>  be  free  and  independent  States. 
The  effect  of  this  declaration  upon  the  colonies  I  need  not 
allude  to;  Massachusetts,  by  virtue  of  its  claim,  became  a  free, 
independent,  sovereign  State,  and  the  spirit  of  freedom  and 
independence  of  Great  Britain  became  infused  into  every  organ- 
ization and  society  which  before  this  were  bound  and  dependent. 
It  was  an  absolute  revolution,  by  which  a  dependent  colony  be- 
came revolutionized  into  an  independent  State.  The  idea  of  a 
permanent  union  of  the  States  had  then  hardly  been  broached. 
They  had  united  for  defence  against  a  common  foe,  and  had  set 
themselves  up  as  independent  not  only  of  Great  Britain,  but 
independent  of  each  other.  Isolated  from  all  the  world,  they 
each  stood  forth  free,  independent,  sovereign  States. 

"  The  institution  of  Freemasonry,  which  numbered  among 
its  firmest  adherents  such  revolutionists  as  Webb,  Revere,  Mor- 
ton, and  a  host  of  others  who  followed  in  the  footsteps  of 
Warren,  could  not  long  withstand  the  influence  of  freedom,  and 
Massachusetts  set  the  example  of  a  revolution  in  Masonic  gov- 
ernment, which  has  been  followed  successfully  by  every  State  in 
the  Union.  It  has  become  the  American  system,  or,  as  the 
committee  of  New  Hampshire  call  it,  '  The  American  Doctrine 
of  Grand  Lodge  Jurisdiction,'  respected  and  recognized  by  the 
Masonic  fraternitv  the  world  over." 

He  goes  on  to  show  that  this  doctrine,  briefly  stated,  is : 
that  three  regularly  chartered  lodges  in  any  of  the  States  had 
the  right  to  establish  a  Grand  Lodge  therein,  and  when  lawfully 
organized  had  sole  jurisdiction  over  the  three  degrees  of  Craft 
Masonry  within  that  State,  and  co-terminous  with  the  political 
boundaries  thereof.  And  farther  shows  the  various  proceedings 
taken  by  different  States  in  forming  this  constitution,  until  It 
became  established  Masonic  law  in  America  that  every  sovereign, 
independent  State  was,  as  it  were,  constitutionally  entitled  to 
have  a  sovereign,  independent  Grand  Lodge. 

It  is  upon  this  plea  of  independence  that  Quebec  presents 
herself  for  admission  into  the  circle  of  Grand  Lodges.  She 
strenuously  endeavors,  and  even,  to  some  extent,  garbles  the 
North  American  Act,  to  show  that  she  is  an  independent  State, 
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like  the  States  of  America,  and  in  the  great  majority  of  cases 
that  have  come  under  our  review,  her  being  or  not  being  an 
independent  State  is  the  primary  ground  of  recognition  or  re- 
jection. We  find  several  of  the  Grand  Lodge  committees  quot- 
ing the  language  of  Bro.  Drummond  of  Maine.  "  This  is  the  case 
of  West  Virginia  over  again,  Quebec  is  nearly  like  our  own 
States,  The  Legislatures  of  each  Province  is  nearly  like  our 
State  Legislature,  and  the  Dominion  Parliament  nearly  like  Con- 
gress." One  reviewer  acknowledges  having  borrowed  Bro. 
Drummond's  spectacles  to  read  the  correspondence.  Bro.  Hill 
of  California  speaks  approvingly  himself,  but  does  not  venture 
to  recommend  recognition,  but  if  Grand  Lodge  thinks  of  recog- 
nizing, he  suggests  Bro.  Drummond's  resolution  as  a  model. 
Grand  Master  Newcomb  of  Ohio  says  there  is  no  doubt  in  his 
mind  but  that  it  is  their  duty  to  recognize  them  (Quebec).  That 
it  has  been  held  to  be  sound  Masonic  law  that  independent  Grand 
Lodges  may  be  organized  where  independent  government  exists. 
The  Ohio  Committee  make  very  short  work  of  it.    They  say : 

"  It  is  a  settled  principle  of  Masonic  jurisprudence  that  the 
brethren  of  every  separate  independent  political  organization  have 
the  right  to  form  a  Grand  Lodge,  whenever  the  requisite  number 
of  private  lodges  are  working  within  such  state,  territory  or 
province.     Your  committee  understand  : 

"  1.  That  the  Province  of  Quebec  is  an  independent  State." 

And  after  finding  the  proceedings  to  have  been  regular,  and 
recommending  recognition,  they  finish  up  thus : 

"  The  argument  of  Bro.  Josiah  H.  Drummond,  in  his  able 
report  on  Foreign  Correspondence,  in  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Maine,  is  conclusive,  and  will  not  fail  to  convince  any  candid- 
minded  man  of  the  justice  and  propriety  of  recognizing  this  new 
member  of  the  Masonic  family  as  an  independent  and  legitimate 
Masonic  sovereign  within  the  Province  of  Quebec." 

We  admit  the  argument  of  Bro.  Drummond  to  be  conclusive 
if  it  had  a  sound  bottom,  but  it  is  a  conclusion  arrived  at  from 
erroneous  premises;  his  sole  and  only  foundation  is  that  Quebec 
is  a  sovereign,  independent  State.  Then  he  sets  out  through 
America  looking  for  precedents,  while  all  that  he  has  produced 
or  can  produce  are  cases  claiming  the  right  to  organize  Grand 
Lodges  on  the  very  principle  above  stated  by  Grand  Master 
Gradner,  viz. :  That  they  were  sovereign,  independent  States  of 
the  Union.  Take  away  the  foundation  of  independence  and  Bro. 
Drummond's  arguments  go  to  smoke.  To  speak  of  a  sovereign, 
independent  State,  like  a  State  of  America,  under  a  monarchial 
government,  is  a  flat  contradiction  in  terms.  Great  Britain,  with 
all  her  territories,  is  only  one  sovereign,  independent  State ;  all 
her  colonies  and  provinces  are  dependencies.  The  constitution 
of  Great  Britain  is  so  arranged  that  whatever  political  powers  or 
privileges  we  enjoy,  they  are  delegated.  A  Grand  Lodge  may 
grant  all  the  powers  and  privileges  to  a  subordinate  lodge  that 
she  can  grant,  but  she  cannot  retain  her  sovereignty  and  make  a 
lodge  independent;  it  is  still  a  subordinate  lodge;  and  just  so  in 
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civil  government,  before  a  province  can  be  independent  either 
the  Crown  must  relinquish  it  or  it  must  throw  off  its  allegiance 
to  the  Crown. 

As  no  case  exists  analogous  to  .Quebec,  let  us  suppose  we 
take  any  one  State  of  America,  say  California;  suppose  that  the 
State  Government,  for  wise  ends  and  with  the  concurrence  of  the 
people,  should  divide  that  State  (as  it  is  nominally  divided 
already)  into  upper  and  lower  California,  by  clearly  marked 
geographical  limits,  and  authorize  each  district  or  province  (call 
it  what  you  please)  to  manage  their  own  internal  municipal 
affairs  in  any  way  suitable  to  the  tastes  and  exigencies  of  the 
inhabitants,  according  to  a  code  of  prescribed  rules ;  but  the 
State  still  retaining  its  State  sovereignty,  and  strictly  prohibiting 
each  section  from  doing  anything  that  would  go  beyond  their 
boundary  line,  and  from  doing. any  act  or  deed  repugnant  to  the 
laws  of  the  State,  and  for  the  better  security  of  those  injunctions 
being  obeyed,  the  Governor  sends  a  Deputy,  of  his  own  choosing, 
to  watch  over  their  proceedings  and  report  the  same  to  him  at 
stated  intervals.  The  Grand  Lodge  of  California  being  located 
in  the  lower  section,  might,  perhaps,  be  held  entitled  to  retain' 
that  portion,  but  the  upper  section  could  form  a  Grand  Lodge 
and  apply  for  recognition,  urging  the  case  of  Quebec  as  a 
precedent,  because  this  is  exactly  the  state  of  that  Province  as 
regards  independence,  which  we  believe  we  can  satisfactorily 
show  from  the  North  America  Act;  while  there  are  other  im- 
portant points  of  difference  afterwards  to  be  noticed. 

He  then  gives  a  synopsis  of  the  British  North  America  Act, 
showing  the  exclusive  powers  of  the  Provincial  Legislature  and 
also  of  the  Parliament  of  Canada,  and  goes  on : 

Such  are  the  powers  ceded  to  and  withheld  from  the  Prov- 
inces, and  on  which  Quebec  grounds  her  title  to  be  an  indepen- 
dent State,  like  the  States  of  America.  It  may  be  noticeable  that 
Quebec  is  under  more  restriction  than  Ontario;  while  the  latter 
has  only  one  Parliament,  elected  by  the  people,  Quebec  has  a 
Legislative  Council,  chosen  and  appointed  by  the  Crown,  consist- 
ing of  twenty-four  members,  not  less  than  ten  to  be  a  quorum, 
through  whom  the  acts  of  the  Legislative  Assembly  must  come. 
We  shall  close  this  part  of  our  remarks  by  one  or  two  quotations 
from  Grand  Master  Leonidas  E.  Pratt  of  California.  After  intro- 
ducing the  subject  to  Grand  Lodge, 

He  regrets  that  some  of  our  sister  Grand  Lodges  have 
already  recognized  this  new  star  in  the  Masonic  firmament,  born 
of  rebellion  and  without  the  usual  justification  of  wrong  or  op- 
pression. .  .  .  The  Grand  Lodges  which  have  already  recog- 
nized the  new  body  seem  to  place  it  entirely  on  the  ground  of 
precedents,  those  precedents  being  the  formation  of  the 
various  Grand  Lodges  in  the  United  States  after  the  revo- 
lution, and  the  more  recent  case  of  West  Virginia.  The 
cases  could  scarcely  be  more  unlike  in  all  their  essential 
elements.  In  all  the  cases  cited  there  was  the  absolute 
suspension    and    destruction    of    an    existing    government ;    the 
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sundering  of  allegiance;  the  overthrow  and  annihilation  of  a 
political  sovereignty  and  the  establishment  of  a  new  sovereignty 
in  its  stead,  to  which  the  people  were  obliged  to  accord  a  new 
allegiance.  In  the  case  under  consideration  none  of  these  things 
have  occurred,  but  the  same  old  government  and  political  power 
still  existing  and  supreme.  .  .  .  There  has  been  nothing  but 
a  mere  act  of  legislation,  and  the  local  Parliament  which  this 
act  of  legislation  granted  to  the  Province  of  Quebec  is  more 
akin  to  our  city  and  county  than  to  our  State  government.  It  is 
for  municipal  purposes  only.  It  exercises  such  powers  only  as 
are  delegated  to  it  by  the  sovereign,  instead  of,  as  is  the  case  in 
our  State  Governments,  exercising  all  the  powers  of  sovereignty 
except  such  as  it  has  delegated  to  another.  If  our  State  Legis- 
lature should  proceed  to  reorganize  the  counties  of  this  State — 
creating  new  ones — and  the  lodges  within  these  new  counties 
should  proceed,  without  your  consent,  to  organize  new  Grand 
Lodges,  it  would  be  far  more  analogous  to  the  present  case  than 
are  the  precedents  cited." 

Grand  Master-  refers  to  what  he  designates  "  one  of  the 
absurdities  into  which  the  vicious  reasoning  of  some  of  our 
sister  Grand  Lodges  would  inevitably  lead  us,"  viz. : 

"If  the  Act  of  Parliament  recognizing  and  dividing  the 
Province  of  Canada  absolved  the  lodges  in  the  new  Province  of 
Quebec  from  their  allegiance  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Canada,  it 
equally  absolved  the  lodges  in  the  new  Province  of  Ontario 
from  their  allegiance,  and  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Canada  is  to-day 
without  any  power  or  jurisdiction  whatever,  except  by  the  suffer- 
ance of  the  lodges  which  may  still  choose  to  cling  to  her. 

"  We  do  not  think  that  even  the  most  strenuous  of  the  Quebec 
advocates  would  wish  to  annihilate  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Canada, 
but  would  cheerfully  accord  to  her  the  Province  of  Ontario — 
although  she  can  have  no  shadow  of  right  to  the  one  more  than 
the  other ;  but  they  get  over  the  difficulty  by  rather  an  un-masonic 
assertion,  first  made,  if  we  are  not  mistaken,  by  Bro.  Druinmond 
of  Maine,  namely:  that  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Canada  is  located 
in  Ontario.  Whether  it  was  made  in  ignorance  or  not  we  do  not 
know,  but  we  do  know  that  it  is  a  good  many  degrees  north  of 
orthodoxy.  R.  W.  Bro.  J.  E.  Blackshear,  M.D.,  Grand  Secretary 
of  Georgia,  and  M.  W.  Bro.  Martin  H.  Rice,  Grand  Master  of 
Indiana,  have  been  led  by  somebody  to  make  the  same  unwarrant- 
able assertion.  We  say  led,  for  they  never  would  have  made  it 
from  their  own  geographical  knowledge,  because  the  communi- 
cations they  refer  to  were  actually  held  in  the  Province  of 
Quebec.  The  truth  is  that  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Canada  is  consti- 
tutionally bound  not  to  be  located  in  Ontario.  It  maybe  observed 
that  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Quebec  acknowledges  having  adopted 
the  constitution  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Canada  mutatis  mutandis, 
with  only  two  amendments,  the  first  of  which  was  'that  no  two 
of  the  principal  officers  should  be  chosen  from  the  same 
District';  that  was  altering  the  clause  to  apply  to  Districts  that 
formerly  applied  to  the  two  Provinces.    If  the  Grand  Master  was 
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in  Canada  East,  the  Deputy  Grand  Master  must  be  in  Canada 
West,  and  each  annual  communication  fixed  the  locality  of  the 
next.  Bro.  Drummond  of  Maine,  having  made  the  statement, 
seems  determined  to  stick  to  it.  Tn  his  criticism  of  Bro.  Gouley's 
of  Missouri  review,  he  says:  'When  a  Grand  Lodge  has  its 
Grand  East  located  it  becomes  the  Grand  Lodge  of  that  new 
State  in  which  it  is  located,  upon  the  formation  of  a  Grand  Lodge 
in  the  other  new  State.'  Grand  Lodge  of  Canada  is  no  more 
located  in  the  one  than  in  the  other,  but  we  think  it  will  puzzle 
Bro.  Drummond,  or  anyone  else,  to  find  a  precedent  in  America 
or  in  any  other  country  where  two  new  States  have  been  made 
out  of  an  old  one.  In  all  the  changes  that  have  taken  place,  new 
States  have  been  formed  by  taking  slices  off  old  ones,  but  the 
plant  has  always  remained,  and  the  old  State  not  in  any  way 
disturbed,  further  than  in  her  boundaries.  Pieces  have  been 
taken  off  Massachusetts,  but  Massachusetts  still  remains;  and 
so  of  the  others.  But  supposing  Ontario  and  Quebec  to  be 
States,  which  they  are  not,  they  are  both  new,  they  were  created 
by  the  same  fiat,  both  new  names  and  both  with  new  constitu- 
tions, it  is  very  evident  that  the  case  is  not  one  that  is  '  estab- 
lished by  usage,'  for  there  never  was  an  instance  of  the  kind  in 
State-making  to  use.  We  see,  however,  that  all  the  American 
doctrine  of  Grand  Lodge  jurisdiction  is  not  contained  in  the 
averment  that  each  independent  State  is  to  have  a  Grand  Lodge. 
After  the  revolution,  as  we  have  already  quoted,  this  was  agreed 
to ;  but  Grand  Master  Gardner  tells  us  that  at  that  time  the  union 
was  scarcely  thought  of,  but  each  State,  sovereign  and  inde- 
pendent of  each  other,  with  no  anticipation  of  any  power  inter- 
fering with  them,  or  daring  to  alter  their  boundaries.  Hence,  no 
provision  seems  to  have  been  made  for  the  creation  of  new  States 
by  dividing  old  ones,  and  by  the  Masonic  constitution,  then  rati- 
fied, Grand  Lodges  were  as  much  sovereign  and  independent  as 
the  States,  and  when  once  lawfully  in  possession  of  territory  no 
power,  sacred  or  civil,  could  disinherit  them  without  their  consent, 
and  this  seems  to  be  the  law  at  the  present  day;  and  if  it  is  not, 
no  Grand  Lodge  can  lay  claim  to  sovereignty  in  so  far  as  juris- 
diction is  concerned.  We  see  this  doctrine  clearly  laid  down  by 
Bro.  Gouley  of  Missouri  and  M.  W.  Bro.  C.  W.  Nash  of  Minne- 
sota, as  well  as  corroborated  by  other  eminent  craftsmen.  We 
quote  the  following  from  Minnesota: 

"'  1st.  As  to  the  sovereignty  of  a  Grand  Lodge;  I  hold  that 
the  same  rule  obtains  in  Masonic  jurisprudence  as  iii  civil  and 
political  jurisprudence.  The  separate  States  of  this  Union  united 
under  one  general  government  have  no  authority  to  throw  off 
their  allegiance  to  its  solemnly  recognized  head  without  the 
consent  of  the  whole ;  a  principle  which  the  people  of  the  United 
States  have  but  recently  established  anew  amid  the  carnage  of 
the  greatest  civil  war  the  world  has  ever  known.  So  I  hold  that 
the  authority  of  a  Grand  Lodge,  once  established  and  recognized, 
cannot  be  infringed  upon,  or  the  territory  over  which  it  holds 
jurisdiction   be    divided   or   curtailed,   or   the    subordinate   lodges 
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having  their  existence  by  virtue  of  its  authority,  secede  .from  its 
government,  except  by  its  own  action,  in  Grand  Lodge  assembled. 
Once  admit  the  heresy  of  secession  and  the  fair  temple  of 
Masonry,  which  for  countless  ages  has  withstood  the  ravages  of 
time,  has  witnessed  the  rise  and  fall  of  nations  and  been  at  once 
the  admiration,  the  wonder  and  mystery  of  the  world,  would 
crumble  and  crush  the  hopes  of  mankind  beneath  its  ruins.  Hold- 
ing these  views,  I  cannot  look  upon  the  organization  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Quebec,  so-called,  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Canada,  in  any  other  light  than  as  an  illegal  and  clan- 
destine body,  and  as  such  not  entitled  to  hold  Masonic  inter- 
course with  this  Grand  jurisdiction. 

" '  2nd.  As  to  the  relationship  of  Masonic  boundaries  to 
political  divisions;  does  the  political  division  of  a  State  or  terri- 
tory divide  the  jurisdiction  of  a  Grand  Lodge?  Upon  this  point 
I  cannot  more  clearly  define  my  vews  than  by  adopting  the 
language  of  R.  W.  Bro.  Gouley,  Grand  Secretary  of  Missouri,  the 
able  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence  of 
the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Missouri,  upon  this  subject,  with  but 
slight  change.  Speaking  in  regard  to  the  question  as  to  whether 
the  jurisdictional  limits  of  a  Grand  Lodge  are  or  are  not  affected 
by  political  subdivisions,  he  says :  "We  hold  that  there  is  no 
legislative  power  in  this  or  any  other  commonwealth,  or  even  in 
the  United  States  itself,  which  can  legally  pass  any  ordinance 
saying  to  a  Grand  Lodge  that  her  boundaries  and  powers  over 
her  lodges  shall  be  changed." 

If  a  Legislature  may  not  do  this  directly,  how  much  less  can 
it  do  it  indirectly?  When  the  Imperial  Government  divided  the 
Provinces  it  certainly  did  not  think  or  care  of  Grand  Lodge 
jurisdictions.  Therefore  the  Legislature,  not  wishing  to  inter- 
fere with  the  limits  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  not  being  able  to 
do  so,  if  they  did  wish,  it  follows  as  a  first  consequence  that  any 
division  must  be  effected  by  the  Grand  Lodge  itself.  Did  the 
Grand  Lodge  decide  to  so  divide  and  set  off  Quebec  as  a  separate 
territory?  No;  she  emphatically  and  by  a  large  majority  voted 
not  to  do  it,  for  reasons  best  known  to  those  interested  in  the 
welfare   of   Grand    Lodge." 

"  Now,  if  the  Grand  Lodge  voted  not  to  divide,  and  no  other 
power  could  do  it  for  her,  how  comes  into  existence  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Quebec?  I  answer,  only  by  an  act  of  rebellion  and 
in  direct  violation  of  a  solemn  vow  of  obedience. 

"  I  have  referred  to  the  case  of  West  Virginia,  the  only  one 
which  is  in  every  respect  analagous  to  this.  The  circumstances 
under  which  the  Grand  Lodge  of  West  Virginia  was  organized 
were  of  themselves  without  a  parallel  in  the  history  of  the 
world,  and  the  recognition  which  was  extended  to  her  by  this 
and  other  Grand  jurisdictions  was  done  impulsively,  without  that 
careful  investigation  which  should  precede  such  important  steps, 
involving  principles  which  I  deem  vital  to  the  welfare  of  our 
beloved  Order.  The  circumstances  under  which  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  West  Virginia  was  formed,  while  they  did  not  justify,  they 
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did,  in  a  great  degree,  excuse  the  action  of  those  Grand  juris- 
dictions which  were  so  swift  in  extending  to  it  fraternal  greet- 
ings and  recognition.  The  questions  raised,  however,  by  the 
action  of  the  so-called  Grand  Lodge  of  Quebec  were  not  settled 
in  the  organization  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  West  Virginia,  as  the 
whole  matter  was  finally  settled  by  the  mother  power,  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Virginia,  recognizing  the  Grand  Lodge  of  West  Vir- 
ginia, thus  removing  the  only  obstacle  in  the  way  of  its  full 
recognition  by  the  Masonic  world  as  a  legally  constituted  body. 
This  fact  alone,  if  no  other  argument  is  used,  instead  of  serving 
as  a  precedent  to  justify  the  action  of  the  so-called  Grand  Lodge 
of  Quebec,  serves,  clearly,  to  my  mind,  to  establish  as  a  rule  of 
Masonic  policy  that  no  new  body  can  be  legally  organized  until 
first  recognized  by  the  constituted  authority  having  original 
control. 

Bro.  Drummond  of  Maine,  in  his  criticisms  on  Bro.  Gouley's 
of  Missouri  review  of  the  Quebec  case,  after  wading  through 
a  puddle  of  inconsistencies,  and  labouring  to  reconcile  doctrines 
that  are  irreconcilable,  caps  the  climax  thus :  "  When  the  civil 
government  divides  one  State  into  two  and  creates  two  inde- 
pendent States  where  one  existed,  by  the  operation  of  the 
Masonic  law  the  lodges  in  each  acquire  the  right  to  have  a  Grand 
Lodge  of  its  own.  This  result  comes  not  from  the  civil  law 
alone,  but  from  the  joint  operation  of  the  civil  and  Masonic 
law."  The  same  doctrine  is  copied  into  the  Quebec  pamphlet, 
with  only  a  slight  change  of  form :  "  Governments  fix  and  alter 
the  limits  of  kingdoms,  republics,  states,  provinces,  districts, 
municipalities  and  the  like,  and  a  change  having  thus  been  made, 
the  law  of  Freemasonry  makes  a  corresponding  change  in 
Masonic  jurisdiction.  In  all  this  there  is  no  political  interference 
with  Masonry,  and  no  acknowledgment  by  the  fraternity  of  gov- 
ernmental or  other  supremacy."  Whether  this  doctrine  grew  in 
Quebec  or  in  Portland  we  cannot  tell ;  neither  is  it  of  much 
importance;  it  is  new.  The  old  Masonic  doctrine  is  that  Free- 
masonry has  nothing  to  do  with  the  civil  law,  but  simply  to  yield 
obedience  to  its  precepts  in  their  walk  and  conversation,  to 
revere  the  law  and  not  to  meddle  with  them  that  are  given  to 
change,  to  abstain  from  all  political  interference,  and  to  bring  no 
political  prejudices  within  the  portals  of  their  lodge."  We  have 
never  before  heard  that  Grand  Lodges  aspired  to  joint  operation 
with  the  civil  law.  If  they  have,  and  have  been  accepted,  they 
have  always  been  sleeping  partners,  for  we  have  never  heard  that 
the  civil  law  has  consulted  them  in  any  of  its  "  operations."  To 
say  that  a  Grand  Lodge  is  sovereign  and  independent  of  all 
outside  interference,  and  in  the  same  breath  to  tell  us  that  she 
can,  without  her  consent  obtained  or  asked,  be  driven  from 
corner  to  corner  and  kicked  about  like  a  football  by  the  civil 
government,  are  doctrines  so  diametrically  opposed  to  each  other 
that  we  can  see  no  way  of  making  them  compatible ;  we  there- 
fore give  it  up,  and  a  large  portion  of  America  gives  it  up  too. 
There   is   not  an   instance  upon    record   where   a   Grand    Lodge 
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formed  in  whole  or  in  part  in  previously  occupied  jurisdiction, 
that  has  been  universally  or  even  generally  recognized  until  the 
concurrence  of  the  parent  lodge  was  accorded;  some  have  taken 
the  initiative  without  consent,  the  most  recent  case  being  that  of 
West  Virginia,  and  although  it  is  admitted  that  there  were  some 
justifiable  circumstances  connected  with  her  case,  we  are  told 
again  and  again  in  the  volumes  now  on  our  desk  that  she  was 
not,  nor  never  would  have  been,  fully  recognized  if  Virginia  had 
not  accepted  a  compromise.  Bro.  Drummond,  by  the  way  of 
illustration  of  his  position,  says : 

"  By  the  laws  of  the  United  States  the  competency  of  wit- 
nesses in  the  courts  of  the  United  States,  in  civil  cases,  is  deter- 
mined by  the  law  of  the  State  in  which  the  particular  court  is 
held;  the  Legislature  of  such  State  changes  its  laws  upon  that 
subject  at  its  pleasure.  What  would  be  thought  of  a  judge  who 
should  exclude  a  witness,  competent  under  the  State  law,  on  the 
ground  (admitted  to  be  true)  that  the  State  cannot  prescribe  to 
the  United  States  what  witnesses  shall  be  admissable  into  its 
courts?  The  witness  is  admissible  by  the  joint  operation  of  the 
laws  of  the  United  States  and  the  State" — (by  comity). 

We  think  this  illustration  will  require  another  illustration  to 
illustrate  what  it  means,  for  we  can  see  no  force  in  it  at  all. 
If  he  means  that  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Canada  could  not  occupy 
Ontario  and  Quebec  for  fear  of  a  different  law  in  each  regard- 
ing the  competency  of  witnesses,  he  may  set  his  mind  at  ease. 
These  Provinces  are  not  "  States."  Neither  of  them  can  inter- 
fere with  the  competency  of  witnesses;  neither  of  them  can  give 
any  act  they)  may  pass  the  name  of  a  law  until  it  receives  the 
royal  assent,  which  may  be  given  or  withheld  as  the  Queen  may 
be  advised,  reserving  to  herself  two  full  years  to  consider  about 
it.  Neither  of  the  Provinces,  nor  all  of  them  put  together,  can 
make  a  law  to  injure  us  in  our  rights  as  citizens  of  the  one 
sovereign,  independent  State  of  Great  Britain. 

We  now  come  to  enquire,  2nd.  Did  the  Imperial  Act  of 
1867  render  Quebec  unoccupied  Masonic  territory?  And  on  this 
point  we  think  the  first  step  should  be  to  view  the  true  position 
of  the  two  Provinces  when  Grand  Lodge  of  Canada  was  organ- 
ized. In  1840  the  two  Provinces  were  united  under  one  Par- 
liament and  one  Governor,  and  that  was  about  all;  their  boun- 
dary line  was  not  touched ;  all  their  laws  and  customs,  sacred 
and  civil,  and  their  local  and  municipal  affairs,  were  carefully 
preserved  intact.  During  the  twenty-seven  years  of  that  union 
we  have  the  statutes  of  Canada,  the  statutes  of  Upper  Canada, 
and  the  statutes  of  Lower  Canada,  in  three  separate,  distinct 
volumes,  just  as  they  are  now.  The  judges  of  each  Province 
had  to  be  selected  from  the  bar  of  that  Province;  neither  a  judge 
nor  a  barrister  of  the  one  Province  could  occupy  the  bench  or 
appear  at  the  bar  of  the  other.  They  had  an  Attorney-General, 
East,  and  an  Attorney-General,  West;  each  had  a  Board  of 
Agriculture  and  their  separate  Provincial  Fairs;  each  had  a 
Board  of  Education   and  a  chief   superintendent  of   schools;   in 
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short,  distinct,  as  we  have  already  said,  in  all  their  local  and 
municipal  affairs,  and  with  the  names  of  Canada  East  and  Can- 
ada West— names  as  distinctive  as  Ontario  and  Quebec.  Under 
these  circumstances  each  of  the  Provinces  warmly  devoted  to  the 
maintenance  of  its  own  separate  institutions,  and  fully  recogniz- 
ing themselves  as  distinct  Provinces,  notwithstanding  their  little 
more  than  nominal  union — as  the  clause  of  their  constitution 
already  alluded  to  is  alone  sufficient  to  show — they  joined  "hand 
in  hand,"  etc.,  to  form  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Canada;  and  all  that 
has  occurred,  as  a  plea  of  separation,  is  that  instead  of  their 
legislators  legislating  for  their  representative  interests  under  one 
roof,  they  are  sent  each  to  a  House  of  their  own,  with  a  Deputy 
from  the  Governor-General  to  watch  over  them.  We  need  hear 
no  more  of  the  sovereign  independence  of  Grand  Lodges  if  such 
a  simple  act  of  legislation  can  knock  a  Grand  Lodge  out  of 
existence  or  out  of  its  occupied  territory.  An  act,  too,  intended 
for  the  good  of  all  and  harm  to  none,  sacredly  guarding  and 
protecting  all  legally  constituted  bodies,  and  carefully  evading 
everything  that  would  or  could  operate  as  an  ex  post  facto  law. 
The  chief  and  only  object  of  the  act  was  to  provide  for  the 
Provinces    confederating    under    one    general    government,    and 

nothing  more,  as  the  preamble  proves. 

*        *        *        * 

We  offer  one  or  two  extracts  from  the  address  of  Grand 
Master  B.  L.  Peters  of  New  Brunswick  on  this  same  subject. 
He  says : 

"  It  is  asserted  that  there  is  a  rule  of  American  Masonic 
jurisprudence  which  does  justify  the  organization  of  an  inde- 
pendent Grand  Lodge  for  Quebec,  that  may  be  thus  stated :  '  That 
Grand  Lodge  jurisdictions  are  co-terminous  with  political  boun- 
daries, and  that  when  a  new  territory  or  state  is  created  by 
legislative  enactment  out  of  what  has  theretofore  existed  as  one 
government,  it  is  open  to  the  lodges  working  in  the  new  territory 
to  form  an  independent  Grand  Lodge.'  Without  occupying  your 
attention  by  discussing  whether  this  can  be  called  a  rule  of 
general  application  justified  by  Masonic  law  and  usage,  or  enter- 
ing upon  the  much-debated  question  as  to  whether  or  not  a 
recognized  Masonic  jurisdiction  can  be  affected  by  outside  legis- 
lative enactment,  I  pass  on  to  consider  whether  such  rule,  if 
admitted,  would  justify  the  act  of  our  Quebec  brethren  in  the 
formation  of  a  Grand  Lodge. 

"  As  I  understand  such  a  rule,  there  must  be  a  new  territory 
formed  by  taking  a  part  out  of  and  from  old  limits,  so  that  no 
doubt  can  arise  as  to  which  part  is  entitled  to  erect  the  new 
Grand  Lodge.  It  has  been  so  in  all  the  cases  in  the  history  of 
American  Grand  Lodges  where,  in  a  new  territory,  a  Grand 
Lodge  has  been  erected.  Surely  no  Masonic  jurist  would  con- 
tend that  any  outside  legislative  enactment  could  dissolve  a 
Masonic  organization  or  effect  a  political  change  that  would  give 
to  both  parts  of  a  divided  territory  the  right  to  organize  a  new 
Grand  Lodge,  and  so  determine  the  existence  of  and  sweep  away 
a  recognized  independent  organization?" 
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"  What  had  been  originally  Upper  Canada,  afterwards  Can- 
ada West,  was  named  Ontario,  and  what  was  originally  Lower 
Canada,  afterwards  Canada  East,  was  named  Quebec.  No  new 
territory  was  formed,  and  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Canada  continued 
to  hold  and  exercise  jurisdiction  over  the  lodges  in  Ontario  and 
Quebec,  and  the  lodges  in  both  Provinces  continued  to  be  repre- 
sented in  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Canada.  If,  under  these  facts, 
lodges  in  Quebec  can  form  an  independent  Grand  Body,  lodges 
in  Ontario  can  do  so  likewise.  Quebec  can  have  no  right  that 
Ontario  has  not,  and  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Canada,  with  its 
recognized  position,  its  distinguished  and  eminent  membership, 
and  its  honorable  records,  can  be  deprived  of  its  territory  and 
swept  from  the  sisterhood  of  Grand  Lodges. 

"  I  hold  that  if  the  lodges  of  two  political  divisions,  in  each 
of  which  an  independent  Grand  Lodge  could  have  been  estab- 
lished, elect  to  come  together  in  convention  and  unite  in  creating 
one  Masonic  government  extending  over  both  such  divisions, 
no  severance  of  the  Masonic  jurisdiction  so  formed  can  be  made 
except  by  resolution  within  the  Grand  Lodge  so  established. 
This,  I  think,  is  the  position  of  Quebec  and  Ontario.  Change  of 
name  is  of  no  importance ;  they  were  actually  separate  and  dis- 
tinct divisions  at  the  time  the  lodges  of  each  came  together  and 
erected  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Canada.  The  separate  divisions 
have  been  always  recognized;  Grand  Lodge  by  vote  being  con- 
vened one  year  in  Canada  East  (now  Quebec),  another  year  in 
Canada  West  (now  Ontario).  A  Grand  Master  elected  at  one 
time  from  one  district,  and  then  from  the  other.  The  Dominion 
Act  of  1867  made  no  such  territorial  change  as  to  alter  existing 
boundaries ;  it  merely  restored  a  local  legislature  that  the  sepa- 
rate districts  had  before  enjoyed. 

"  I  am  of  the  opinion  then  that,  even  judged  by  what  is  called 
the  "  American  rule,"  there  was  no  right  in  the  lodges  that 
assembled  in  convention  at  Quebec  in  October  last  to  organize 
an  independent  Grand  Lodge ;  first,  because  the  territory  was 
already  occupied  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Canada:  and  secondly, 
because  no  new  territory  had  been  formed. 

We  would  not  wish  to  be  understood  as  even  insinuating 
that  any  of  our  sister  Grand  Lodges  who  have  recognized  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Quebec  have  done  so  from  any  disrespect  to  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Canada;,  indeed,  they  all  in  some  way  or  other 
express  the  contrary;  yet  we  find  that  they  do  not  all  recognize 
Quebec  from  the  same  motives.  There  are  some  who  do  so, 
urging  as  a  reason  the  restoration  of  harmony. 

To  these  Grand  Master  Peters  reads  a  short  lecture  and 
says :  "  Great  diversity  of  opinion  has  been  expressed  among 
eminent  members  of  the  fraternity  in  sister  jurisdictions  upon 
the  Quebec  question.  I  have  carefully  read  the  published  com- 
munications on  the  subject,  and  it  has  appeared  to  me  that  too 
much  reference  is  made  to  the  proposed  settlement  of  the  differ- 
ence by  the  recognition  of  a  Grand  Lodge  of  Quebec  for  the 
sake  of  peace.     A  peace  purchased  at  the  sacrifice  of  Masonic 


ANNUAL  CONVOCATION,  LONDON,  1915  81 

principle  and  right  cannot  be  productive  of  ultimate  good. 
Indeed  if  such  an  argument  (if  it  may  be  called  an  argument) 
is  to  prevail,  all  ancient  landmarks  may  be  ultimately  swept 
away.  The  expediency  of  yielding  to  the  wishes  of  the  Masons 
of  Quebec  permitting  the  organization  of  a  Grand  Lodge  for 
that  province  is  a  question  for  the  consideration  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Canada  alone;  with  that  we  have  nothing  to  do.  In 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  Canada  alone  can  the  desirability  of  divid- 
ing the  jurisdiction  and  erecting  a  Grand  Lodge  of  Quebec  and 
a  Grand  Lodge  of  Ontario  be  discussed  and  resolved  on.  There, 
if  separation  is  thought  expedient,  the  terms  can  be  arranged. 
But  the  lodges  of  either  province  are,  in  my  opinion,  powerless 
legally  to  establish  an  independent  Grand  Lodge  without  the 
action  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Canada  which  they  united  to 
erect,  and  to  whose  Masonic  government  they  equally  owe  al- 
legiance." 

Others,  as  well  as  Grand  Master  Peters,  who  have  not  recog- 
nized' Quebec  are  as  anxious  to  see  peace,  unity  and  harmony 
restored  as  those  who  have  recognized  her.  As  far  as  we  have 
been  able  to  see,  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Canada  has  the  consolation 
that  she  is  not  the  aggressor,  and  is  conscious  enough,  we  believe, 
that  she  is  only  defending  her  natural  inherent  right  to  the  terri- 
tory she  has  so  long  occupied  with  the  concurrence  of  those  who 
rise  up  against  her,  and  she  has  the  satisfaction  of  knowing  that 
many  eminent  brethren  who  have  not  read  the  case  through 
borrowed  spectacles,  but  through  their  own,  and  from  their  own 
personal  knowledge  of  all  the  surrounding  circumstances,  and 
notwithstanding  the  somewhat  libellous  insinuation  of  the  Ohio 
committee,  there  are  in  Canada  and  America  too  thousands  of 
"  candid  minded  men  "  whom  "  Bro.  Drummond's  arguments " 
have  failed  to  convince,  because  they  can  see  nothing  in  them 
applicable  to  the  case. 

Grand  Master  Reynolds  ofl  Illinois  understands  that  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Canada  has  refused  all  offers  of  compromise,  and  that 
the  most  strenuous  exertions  of  Past  Grand  Master  Wilson  and 
some  others  have  failed,  etc.  We  have  never  heard  of  any  offer 
of  compromise,  and  the  exertions  of  Past  Grand  piaster  Wilson 
in  as  far  as  we  have  heard,  amounted  to  no  more  than  submitting 
the  case  to  the  decision  of  Grand  Lodge — the  legitimate  tribunal— 
when  the  motion  was  lost  by  an  overwhelming  majority,  and 
which  majority  was  swelled  by  the  votes  of  seventeen  charter 
lodges  in  the  Province  of  Quebec  who  still  firmly  adhere  to  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Canada;  in  this  decision  the  Quebec  brethren 
by  their  own  voluntary  act  were  solemnly  bound  to  acquiesce, 
but  instead  of  doing  so  set  up  the  standard  of  rebellion,  and  as 
Grand  Master  Pratt  of  California  observes,  a  rebellion  without 
the  usual  justification  of  oppression — no  complaint  of  wrong 
ever  made,  or  alleged,  no  compromise  offered,  not  so  much  as 
one  solitary  ground  of  expediency  ever  advanced  nor  anything 
beyond  the  dogmatical  claim  of  an  inherent  independent  right  to 
rebel,  because  the  State  had  somewhat  changed  its  rule  in  the 
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administration  of  municipal  affairs  in  these  Provinces,  and  with 
the  banner  of  rebellion  over  their  heads  they  set  out  through  the 
world  with  the  wail  that  they  had  been  rearing  their  temple 
with  the  sword  in  one  hand  and  the  trowel  in  the  other. 

■|C  9p  3{C  2{! 

We  cannot  afford  space  to  copy  in  full,  but  shall  collate 
what  seems  to  us  directly  to  bear  on  the  question. 

Bro.  Gouley  of  Missouri  submits: 

"  Whereas,  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Missouri  does  not  recognize 
the  right  of  any  power,  civil,  religious  or  Masonic,  to  divide  its 
legitimate  and  original  jurisdiction  except  by  its  own  act  in  Grand 
Lodge  assembled ;  and 

"  Whereas,  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Missouri  cannot  encourage 
the  spirit  of  rebellion  or  revolution  against  a  regularly  consti- 
tuted Masonic  authority;  and 

"Whereas,  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Canada  by  a  large  majority 
has  refused  to  divide  its  original  jurisdiction  with  certain  lodges 
in  the  Province  of  Quebec,  and  has  placed  those  lodges  in  sus- 
pension for  disobedience  of  its  lawful  commands;  therefore  be  it 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Missouri  cannot  extend 
to  the  so-called  Grand  Lodge  of  Quebec  any  Masonic  recognition 
until  it  shall  first  have  received  the  approval  and  recognition  of 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  Canada,  it  being  the  original  and  supreme 
Masonic  authority  in  the  Province  of  Quebec ;  and  be  it 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Missouri  regrets  the 
action  of  the  brethren  in  Quebec,  believing  they  have  been  misled 
as  to  the  position  they  should  occupy,  and  it  fraternally  and  earn- 
estly requests  them  to  return  to  their  proper  Masonic  obedience, 
feeling  assured  that  they  will  be  fraternally  provided  for  by  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Canada." 

Grand  Master  Peters  of  Nova  Scotia,  at  the  conclusion  of 
his  remarks,  said : 

"  I  hope  the  differences  now  so  unhappily  existing  may 
within  the  body  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Canada  itself  be  recon- 
ciled and  adjusted.  I  am  confident  that  the  eminent  brethren 
who  ably  manage  the  affairs  of  that  Grand  Lodge,  while  holding 
firmly  to  Masonic  law  and  precedent,  will  meet  every  effort 
towards  an  amicable  settlement  of  this  grave  difference  in  a  true 
Masonic  spirit;  and  if  submission  were  made,  would  within  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Canada  discuss  the  desirability  of  dividing  the 
territory  and  make  such  decision  of  the  question  as  would  re- 
store harmony  to  the  Craft  in  each  Province;  and  I  feel  assured 
that  I  express  the  opinion  of  this  Grand  Lodge  when  I  say  that 
if  it  is  possible  for  us  as  brethren  in  this  Dominion  to  assist  in 
restoring  harmony,  it  would  afford  us  as  a  body  and  as  indi- 
viduals the  greatest  satisfaction." 

Grand  Master  Pratt  of  California  concludes  his  remarks  as 
follows:  "That  the  Province  of  Quebec  presents  a  proper  field 
for  a  new  Grand  Lodge,  and  that  the  general  interests  of  the 
Craft  would  be  promoted  by  a  division  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
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Grand  Lodge  of  Canada,  I  am  inclined  to  believe,  and  I  would 
not  hesitate  in  advising  and  urging  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Canada 
to  assent  thereto  upon  a  proper  application  and  on  fair  and 
reasonable  terms.  But  in  the  present  movement  as  it  now 
presents  itself  I  see  nothing  but  causeless  and  unqualified  re- 
bellion, and  until  the  consent  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Canada  has 
been  given,  a  proper  respect  for  the  dignity  of  our  own  sister 
Grand  Bodies  demands,  in  my  judgment,  that  we  set  our  faces 
firmly  against  recognition,  and,  if  need  be,  place  the  rebellious 
lodges  under  the  ban  of  non-intercourse.  If  precedents  are  to 
be  invoked,  this  Grand  Lodge  has  set  one  for  itself  in  its  refusal 
to  recognize  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Canada  until  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  England  had  first  done  so.  I  repeat  that  it  is  a  case  of 
rebellion,  simple  and  unmitigated ;  and  against  rebellion  in  every 
form  and  from  every  source,  the  spirit,  the  traditions  and  the 
principles  of  Freemasonry  are  unalterably  opposed." 

Such  are  the  suggestions  of  some  of  the  wise  and  good 
brethren  whose  opinions  are  not  to  be  thought  light  of.  What- 
ever way  Grand  Lodge  may  do,  we  think  we  are  not  at  variance 
with  them  when  we  express  our  opinion  that  it  is  not  under  the 
banner  of  rebellion  that  the  Quebec  brethren  can  lodge  their 
claim.  We  think  they  will  require  to  beat  their  swords  into  some 
other  kind  of  instruments,  and  apply  their  trowels  to  their  legiti- 
mate use,  show  some  feasible  theory  whereby  the  general  inter- 
ests of  the  Craft  could  be  benefitted  by  the  change  and  show 
what  provision  they  would  propose  for  the  lodges  in  Quebec  who 
refuse  to  secede  with  them.  We  do  not  think  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  Canada  is  so  parsimonious  about  a  piece  of  her  territory  that 
she  would  not  cheerfully  relinquish  it  for  the  general  benefit  and 
for  the  sake  of  peace  and  good  order.  But  so  long  as  those 
brethren  claim  the  field  as  an  inherent  independent  right,  on  no 
other  or  better  plea  than  that  the  Government  has  agreed  to 
make  a  slight  alteration  in  the  administration  of  the  municipal 
affairs  of  these  Provinces,  and  while  they  continue  to  carry  the 
sword  in  one  hand  and  the  trowel  in  the  other,  spreading  sedition 
and  heresy,  we  think  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Canada,  for  the  sake 
of  the  honor  and  dignity  of  the  Order  in  general,  for  the  sake 
of  the  Grand  Lodges  of  the  world  who  have  recognized  and  held 
sweet  communion  with  her,  for  the  sake  of  her  own  offspring  in 
the  lower  Province  who  have  refused  to  leave  her,  and  for  the 
sake  of  her  own  honor  and  standing  as  a  recognized  star  in  the 
Masonic  firmament,  she  ought  to  feel  herself  bound  to  defend  to 
the  last  any  such  outrageous  intrusion  on  her  jurisdiction  or 
usurpation  of  her  territory  in  the  humble  dependence  that  God 
will  defend  the  right. 


Grand  Superintendents'  Reports. 

The  reports  of  the  Grand  Superintendents  of  Districts 
were  then  presented. 
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ST.  CLAIR  DISTRICT,  No.  i. 

To  the  Most  Excellent  the  Grand  Z.,  Officers  and  Com- 
panions of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons 
of  Canada: 

Most  Excellent  Sir  and  Companions, — I  have  the 
honor  to  submit  herewith  my  report  on  the  condition  of 
Royal  Arch  Masonry  in  St.  Clair  District,  No.  i,  for  the 
year  1914. 

The  year  has  been  one  of  great  prosperity  with  most 
of  the  Chapters  in  this  district,  much  greater  than  I 
anticipated,  considering  the  conditions  that  prevailed  the 
latter  part  of  the  period.  The  duties  attached  to  the 
office  which  I  have  the  honor  of  holding  have  been  very 
pleasant,  owing  to  that  peace,  harmony  and  good-will 
that  reign  throughout  the  district.  One  or  more  visits 
were  made  by  me  to  each  Chapter,  with  the  exception  of 
MacNabb  Chapter,  No.  88,  of  Dresden,  and  on  every 
visit  I  have  been  received  and  entertained  in  the  most 
kindly  and  fraternal  manner,  and  accorded  the  honor  and 
respect  due  to  the  representative  of  the  Grand  First 
Principal.  I  instructed  the  officers  of  the  several  Chap- 
ters to  the  best  of  my  ability  on  the  rulings,  instructions 
and  changes  that  I  received  from  the  Grand  Lecturer 
at  the  meeting  held  in  the  Masonic  Temple  at  Toronto 
after  the  last  Convocation  and  from  the  office  of  the 
Grand  Scribe  E.  during  the  year.  I  also  spoke  of  uni- 
formity in  the  work  in  all  my  addresses  at  the  several 
Chapters,  and  also  at  the  Chapter  of  Instruction. 

You  will  also  notice  in  my  report  that  the  outstanding 
dues  show  a  very  large  decrease  over  last  year's  report. 
In  1913,  with  a  membership  of  797,  the  outstanding  dues 
amounted  to  $1,168.78,  or  a  per  capita  of  nearly  $1.50, 
whilst  this  year,  with  a  membership  of  832,  the  outstand- 
ing dues  amount  to  only  $356.97,  or  a  per  capita  of  about 
45  cents,  a  decrease  of  over  325  per  cent.  This  excellent 
showing  of  St.  Clair  District,  No.  1,  in  the  matter  of  out- 
standing dues,  I  am  of  the  opinion  will  not  be  surpassed 
by  any  other  district  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Canada.  The  statement  of  visits  made  to  the 
various  Chapters  is  as  follows : 
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Lorne  Chapter,  No.  164,  West  Lorne. — On  Sep- 
tember 9th  I  paid  my  official  visit  to  Lorne  Chapter,  and 
witnessed  the  exemplification  of  the  Mark,  Most  Excel- 
lent and  Royal  Arch  degrees  by  the  officers  of  the  Chap- 
ter, which  was  done  in  a  very  creditable  and  impressive 
manner.  I  wish  to  congratulate  the  Chapter  in  having 
for  its  First  Principal  V.  E.  Comp.  Wm.  Milner,  as  I 
believe  there  is  no  more  enthusiastic  Capitular  Mason  in 
the  district  than  he.  While  this  Chapter's  accommoda- 
tions are  the  smallest  and  its  membership  the  least  of  any 
in  the  district,  their  manner  of  exemplifying  the  degrees 
is  perfect.  I  was  informed  when  I  was  there  that  there 
was  a  plan  on  foot  to  have  a  building  of  their  own,  and  I 
can  only  say  that  they  have  my  best  wishes,  and  I  trust 
that  same  may  be  accomplished  in  the  very  near  future. 
The  books  of  the  Chapter  are  kept  in  a  very  able  manner 
by  Comp.  Walter  W.  Logan,  the  Scribe  E. 

Ark  Chapter,  No.  80,  Windsor. — On  April  the  27th 
this  (my  own)  Chapter  held  a  Past  Z.'s  night,  when  I 
had  the  honor  of  filling  the  chair.  The  Royal  Arch 
degree  was  exemplified  in  the  presence  of  about  one  hun- 
dred Companions,  when  again  the  Past  Z.'s  demonstrated 
their  ability  in  conferring  the  degree,  which  showed  they 
were  still  to  the  fore,  although  some  of  them  had  been 
out  of  the  chair  for  years.  After  the  degree  we  ad- 
journed to  the  banqueting  room,  where  a  very  delightful 
programme  and  repast  were  furnished. 

I  paid  my  official  visit  to  Ark  Chapter  on  September 
28th,  when  the  officers  conferred  the  Mark  Master  and 
Most  Excellent  degrees  in  a  very  excellent  manner.  This 
Chapter  is  the  largest  in  the  district,  and  the  work  done 
by  its  officers  still  maintains  the  high  standard  of  excel- 
lence it  has  always  been  known  to  display  in  the  past. 
After  the  work  we  adjourned  to  the  banquet  room,  where 
the  Companions  enjoyed  themselves  to  the  utmost  for  the 
remainder  of  the  evening. 

Again,  on  January  nth,  I  had  the  privilege  of  in- 
stalling the  officers  who  were  elected  for  the  ensuing 
year,  R.  E.  Comps.  H.  T.  Copus  and  Manly  Squire  assist- 
ing me  during  the  ceremony.     Harmony  and  good-will  is 
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ever  present  among  its  members,  and  it  is  my  earnest 
wish  that  same  may  extend  far  beyond  its  portals. 

Prince  of  Wales  Chapter,  No.  71,  Amherstburg. 
— My  official  visit  to  this  Chapter  was  made  on  Decem- 
ber nth,  when  the  Mark  Master  Mason  degree  was  con- 
ferred by  the  officers  of  the  Chapter  in  a  very  impressive 
manner.  After  the  degree  we  repaired  to  the  banquet 
room,  where  a  very  excellent  banquet  was  served.  About 
forty  members  of  Ark  Chapter  accompanied  me  on  this 
visit.  The  frequent  fraternal  visits  between  the  two 
Chapters  are  to  be  commented  on,  as  it  is  mainly  by  this 
method  that  we  can  have  uniformity  in  the  work.  The 
Chapter  books  are  kept  in  a  very  able  manner  by  Comp. 
F.  L.  Lovegrove,  Scribe  E. 

King  Cyrus  Chapter,  No.  119,  Leamington. — My 
official  visit  to  this  Chapter  was  made  on  January  5th,  at 
which  time  I  installed  the  officers  in  the  presence  of  about 
thirty-five  Companions.  The  reason  I  did  not  see  any 
degree  exemplified  at  this  Chapter  was  on  account  of  the 
immediate  Past  Z.  not  being  able  to  confer  all  the  degrees 
and  the  Chapter  not  having  any  material  the  latter  part 
of  this  year.  From  the  manner  in  which  the  newly  in- 
stalled officers  closed  the  Chapter,  I  have  no  doubt  but 
that  the  work  will  be  put  on  in  a  very  creditable  manner 
this  coming  year  and  the  prosperity  of  the  Chapter  will 
again  flourish.  After  the  ceremony  of  installation  was 
over  a  very  substantial  repast  was  served  in  a  lunch  room 
not  far  from  the  Chapter  and  the  usual  good-fellowship 
manifested.  The  Chapter  books  are  kept  by  the  very 
efficient  Scribe  E.,  Comp.  A.  T.  Bristow,  to  whom  all 
credit  is  due  that  the  book  of  Marks  is  kept  up  to  date. 
I  was  informed  that  he  has  missed  but  one  meeting  in 
seven  years,  and,  considering  his  age,  same  is  to  be  com- 
mented on.  It  is  also  due  to  his  energy  that  the  Chapter 
has  prospered  in  the  manner  it  has,  and  I  would  strongly 
recommend,  if  such  a  thing  can  be  done,  that  Grand  Chap- 
ter confer  on  Comp.  A.  T.  Bristow  the  honorary  title  of 
a  Past  Z. 

Erie  Chapter,  No.  73,  Ridgetown. — I  paid  my  offi- 
cial  visit   to   this   Chapter   on  January    13th,   when  the 
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regular  officers  conferred  the  Mark  Master  Mason  degree 
in  the  presence  of  about  forty  Companions.  The  Chap- 
ter is  to  be  congratulated  on  the  manner  in  which  the 
officers  do  the  work,  especially  the  floor  work.  After  the 
work  we  repaired  to  the  Arlington  Hotel,  where  a  very 
delightful  repast  was  served,  where  the  usual  good-fel- 
lowship was  again  manifested  that  is  so  characteristic  in 
our  Order.  The  books  of  the  Chapter  are  kept  in  excel- 
lent condition  by  Comp.  A.  Long,  Scribe  E. 

Wellington  Chapter,  No.  47,  Chatham. — My  offi- 
cial visit  to  this  Chapter  was  made  on  January  14th.  This 
being  their  night  for  installing  the  officers,  no  degree 
work  was  put  on,  but  I  had  the  pleasure  of  assisting 
E.  Comp.  J.  Smith  with  the  installation.  I  was  present 
at  the  Chapter  of  Instruction  held  in  'Chatham  on  Janu- 
ary 29th,  1 914,  when  we  had  with  us  the  M.  E.  the 
Grand  Z.,  Judge  D.  F.  Macwatt,  and  a  large  number  of 
Companions.  The  books  of  the  Chapter  are  kept  in  a 
very  able  manner  by  Comp.  A.  D.  Cannon.  The  reason 
I  saw  no  degree  put  on  in  Chatham  was  because  the 
latter  part  of  the  year  they  were  enlarging  the  Chapter 
rooms  and  did  not  get  them  completed  until  late  in 
December.  The  prosperity  of  this  Chapter  still  continues 
and  bids  fair  to  become  a  rival  of  Ark  Chapter,  No.  80. 

MacNabb  Chapter,  No.  88,  Dresden. — My  official 
visit  to  this  Chapter  was  to  have  been  January  7th,  but 
I  was  unable  to  get  there.  I  arrived  in  Chatham  en  route 
to  Dresden  at  5.15  in  the  afternoon,  where  I  was  to  make 
connections  for  Dresden.  The  evening  train  was  to  have 
left  Chatham  at  7.55,  but  was  reported  late,  and  after 
waiting  until  9.45  and  still  no  train,  I  had  to  call  up  one 
of  the  Companions  by  phone  and  inform  him  that  I  would 
not  be  able  to  reach  there,  as  there  was  no  sign  of  the 
train  and  the  man  at  the  station  told  me  he  did  not  know 
when  the  train  would  arrive.  I  tried  to  get  a  rig  or 
machine  to  convey  me  to  Dresden  at  8.30,  but  as  the  roads 
were  so  bad  I  could  not  hire  one  to  take  me  there,  which 
I  regretted  very  much.  I  wish  to  state,  however,  that  I 
saw  the  officers  exemplify  the  Most  Excellent  Master 
degree  at  the  Chapter  of  Instruction  held  in  Chatham  on 
January  29th,   1914. 
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Chapters  op  Instruction. — I  use  the  plural  word 
for  the  reason  that  in  St.  Clair  District,  No.  I,  this  past 
year  there  were  two  Chapters  of  Instruction  held.  One 
in  Chatham  by  my  predecessor,  R.  E.  Comp.  C.  Y.  Dixon, 
on  January  29th,  when  the  three  degrees  were  exemplified 
by  Prince  of  Wales  Chapter,  No.  71,  Amherstburg;  Mac- 
Nabb  Chapter,  No.  88,  Dresden,  and  Ark  Chapter,  No. 
80,  Windsor,  respectively.  The  other  was  held  in  Ark 
Chapter,  No.  80,  on  November  23rd,  under  my  super- 
vision, at  which  there  were  present  about  three  hundred 
and  fifty  Companions,  among  whom  were  twenty  Past 
Z.'s  and  five  Past  Grand  Superintendents  and  one  Past 
Grand  Steward  and  one  present  Grand  Steward.  The 
M.  M.  M.,  M.  E.  M.  and  Royal  Arch  degrees  were  exem- 
plified by  Wellington  Chapter,  No.  47,  Chatham;  Prince 
of  Wales  Chapter,' No.  71,  Amherstburg,  and  Erie  Chap- 
ter, No.  73,  Ridgetown.  All  present  on  this  occasion  re- 
marked that  it  was  the  best  that  was  ever  held  in  the 
district,  and  the  interest  that  is  taken  in  Capitular 
Masonry  in  this  district  at  the  present  time  is  easily 
manifested  by  the  number  of  Companions  present. 

Regarding  the  exemplification  of  the  degrees  by  the 
different  Chapters,  I  wish  to  state  that  very  few  correc- 
tions were  found  to  be  necessary,  due  in  a  great  measure, 
in  my  opinion,  to  the  Chapters  of  Instruction  held  every 
year  in  this  district  and  the  very  efficient  officers  elected 
in  each  Chapter,  and  there  need  be  no  fear  that  the 
ancient  and  established  customs  of  the  best  and  most 
fraternal  Order  will  ever  be  effaced  in  this  district. 

In  conclusion,  I  wish  to  express  my  gratitude  for  the 
honor  bestowed  on  me  by  the  Companions  of  this  district 
when  I  was  unanimously  elected  as  Grand  Superinten- 
dent. I  also  appreciate  very  highly  the  many  courtesies 
shown  me  throughout  my  visits,  and  I  will  carry  through 
life  the  remembrance  of  the  many  pleasant  hours  spent 
with  the  new  friends  I  made  during  my  term  of  office. 

Respectfully  and  fraternally  submitted, 

John  S.  Master, 
Grand  Supt.  St.  Clair  District,  No.  1. 
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LONDON  DISTRICT,  No.  2. 

To  the  Most  Excellent  the  Grand  Z.,  Officers  and  Com- 
panions of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons 
of  Canada: 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  as 
acting  Grand  Superintendent,  also  report  of  R.  E.  Comp. 
John  Fraser,  of  Bruce  Chapter,  on  the  condition  of 
Capitular  Masonry  in  London  District,  No.  2. 

Permit  me  first  to  say  that,  upon  receipt  of  letter 
from  Grand  Scribe  E.  under  date  of  September  30th, 
1914,  advising  me  that  the  R.  E.  Comp.  John  Fraser, 
through  ill-health,  had  resigned  the  office  of  Grand  Sup- 
erintendent of  this  district  and  it  was  the  desire  of  the 
Grand  Z.  that  I  should  assume  the  duties  of  Grand  Sup- 
erintendent, thus  being  clothed  with  all  the  powers  of 
this  office,  and  as  the  year  was  already  far  spent,  I  imme- 
diately set  to  work  to  arrange  my  itinerary  for  my  official 
visits.  The  report  will  show  that  I  was  successful  in 
completing  my  inspection  of  the  district  within  a  few 
weeks  of  the  time  I  was  appointed,  also  the  general  con- 
dition of  the  Royal  Craft  in  this  district  is  most  encour- 
aging. 

Palestine;  Chapter,  No.  54,  St.  Thomas. — On 
October  8th  I  made  my  first  official  visit  to  this  Chapter 
and  was  accompanied  by  E.  Comp.  Chas.  Gilbert,  First 
Principal,  and  E.  Comp.  W.  R.  Bishop,  Past  First  Prin- 
cipal of  St.  John's  Chapter,  No.  3,  London.  I  was  re- 
ceived in  a  hearty  manner.  The  work  of  the  evening 
consisted  in  the  conferring  of  the  R.  A.  degree  upon 
eight  candidates.  The  First  Principal,  E.  Comp.  W.  V. 
McDonald,  with  his  regular  officers,  performed  their 
duties  in  a  very  creditable  manner.  The  meeting  was 
well  attended,  many  of  the  older  past  officers  being  pres- 
ent. Good-fellowship  and  enthusiasm  are  the  charac- 
teristics of  this  Chapter. 

St.  George's  Chapter,  No.  5,  London. — On  October 
1 6th  I  had  the  pleasure  of  visiting  this  Chapter  officially 
and  was  greeted  by  a  large  attendance  and  received  in  a 
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royal  manner.  The  work  was  the  M.  E.  M.  degree,  exem- 
plified by  E.  Comp.  Geo.  E.  Logan,  the  Third  Principal, 
the  excellent  First  Principal  giving  the  obligation. 
(Either  of  the  three  Principals  are  capable  of  working 
the  three  degrees.)  This  Chapter  is  well  officered,  and 
I  wish  to  especially  mention  the  office  of  Scribe  E.,  which 
office  is  now  held  by  E.  Comp.  Thos.  P.  Elliott.  Comp. 
Elliott  has  just  completed  his  first  year  as  Scribe  E.,  but 
upon  examining  his  books  and  having  some  knowledge  of 
his  Masonic  enthusiasm,  I  can  say  that  it  is  a  matter  of 
congratulation  not  only  to  St.  George's  Chapter,  but  the 
Royal  Craft  in  general,  that  Comp.  Elliott  occupies  that 
important  office.  The  prospects  of  this  Chapter  are  now, 
as  they  always  have  been,  in  first-class  condition. 

London  Chapter,  No.  150,  London. — I  officially  vis- 
ited this  Chapter  on  October  20th.  I  was  warmly  wel- 
comed by  E.  Comp.  Lancaster,  the  First  Principal,  his 
officers  and  a  good  assembly  of  Companions.  The  work 
of  the  evening  was  the  Royal  Arch  degree,  which  was 
conferred  in  a  very  impressive  manner.  Each  officer 
gave  not  only  the  letter  but  the  spirit  of  the  degree.  The 
interests  of  this  Chapter  are  safeguarded  not  only  by  its 
officers,  but  its  members  in  general.  A  glance  at  the 
statistical  table,  remembering  that  this  is  the  second 
youngest  Chapter  in  this  district,  will,  I  am  sure,  confirm 
my  report  in  saying  its  prospects  are  certainly  good. 

Beaver  Chapter,  No.  74,  Strathroy. — I  visited  this 
Chapter  officially  on  November  2nd,  accompanied  by 
E.  Comp.  E.  N.  Hart,  a  Past  First  Principal  of  Beaver 
Chapter,  also  an  affiliated  member  of  St.  John's  Chapter, 
No.  3.  I  was  received  in  a  most  cordial  manner.  The 
First  Principal,  E.  Comp.  Rogers,  and  his  officers  exem- 
plified the  Most  Excellent  degree.  With  a  few  correc- 
tions on  floor  work,  the  officers  did  their  work  in  a  very 
pleasing  manner.  I  am  pleased  to  report  that  this  Chap- 
ter has  made  some  progress  during  the  year  and  their 
books  and  financial  interests  are  in  safe  hands  with  Comp. 
Trueman  as  Scribe  E. 

Minnewawa  Chapter,  No.  78,  Parkhill. — I  paid 
my  official  visit  to  this  Chapter  on  November  6th.     I  was 
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royally  received  and  entertained,  but  the  conditions  are 
such  that  I  cannot  report  much  progress  from  last  year. 
The  officers  are  enthusiastic  Masons,  but  seriously  han- 
dicapped by  some  of  them  living  a  long  distance  from  the 
Chapter,  the  First  Principal  living  about  twenty-four 
miles  away.  Chapter  meetings  held  and  conducted  under 
those  conditions  speak  well  for  the  zeal  of  the  officers. 
The  work  for  the  evening  was  the  Mark  Master  degree 
by  the  immediate  Past  Z.,  E.  Comp.  Mahon.  The  First 
Principal  and  his  officers  are  capable  of  working  the 
M.  E.  M.  and  R.  A.  degrees.  V.  E.  Comp.  Dawson,  who 
is  Scribe  E.,  takes  a  keen  interest  in  the  welfare  of  his 
Chapter.  I  was  pleased  to  again  meet  R.  E.  Comp.  Geo. 
Sutherland,  past  Grand  Superintendent  of  this  district, 
who  was  present  and  showed  a  continued  interest  in  his 
Chapter  by  assisting  in  the  work. 

Sombra  Chapter,  No.  153,  Sombra. — On  November 
1 2th  I  visited  this  Chapter  officially.  I  was  most  cor- 
dially received  and  entertained  by  the  Companions  and 
agreeably  surprised  to  find  evidence  of  new  life  and  keen 
interest  by  the  members  for  the  welfare  of  their  Chapter. 
The  E.  Comp.  First  Principal  R.  A.  Stoke  and  his  officers 
worked  the  Mark  Master's  degree  upon  a  candidate  and, 
with  the  exception  of  some  correction  in  the  secret  work, 
I  can  say  the  officers  did  well  and  proved  to  me  that  they 
were  taking  a  pride  and  delight  in  their  work.  It  is  a 
matter  of  vital  interest  to  a  Chapter  to  have  a  good 
Scribe  E.  This  Chapter  has  one  of  the  best  in  the  person 
of  E.  Comp.  W.  W.  Stover,  who  formerly  occupied  that 
office  and  has  again  consented  to  perform  the  duties.  I 
would  suggest  to  my  successor  that  he  so  arrange  to  visit 
this  Chapter  as  soon  after  Grand  Chapter  convocation 
as  possible,  not  later  than  the  second  or  third  week  in 
March,  as  a  number  of  their  most  active  members  are 
sailors  and  not  at  home  during  the  period  of  navigation. 
The  last  notice  of  this  Chapter  meeting  gave  the  number 
of  applications  for  membership  as  ten.  This  is  most  en- 
couraging. I  hope  the  incoming  Grand  Superintendent 
will  do  all  in  his  power  to  aid  the  officers  of  this  Chapter, 
whose  zeal  appealed  to  me  as  deserving  of  all  the  support 
we  can  give  them. 
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Wawanosh  Chapter,  No.  15,  Sarnia. — I  paid  my 
official  visit  to  this  Chapter  on  November  13th.  This 
Chapter  is  enjoying  prosperity  and  one  of  our  best.  I 
was  greeted  by  a  large  attendance  and  received  a  royal 
welcome.  The  work  of  the  evening  was  the  Mark 
Master  degree.  E.  Comp.  Alex.  Saunders,  the  First  Prin- 
cipal, and  his  officers  performed  their  duties  in  almost  a 
faultless  manner.  R.  E.  Comp.  Afex.  K.  Wanless,  the 
Scribe  E.,  takes  pride  in  reporting  that  he  has  no  out- 
standing dues.  It  certainly  is  worthy  of  comment.  I 
hope  more  Scribes  will  make  this  a  feature  in  connection 
with  their  duties.  I  regret  that  I  was  unable  to  enjoy  the 
social  hour  and  luncheon  after  the  work,  which  the  Com- 
panions had  arranged  on  the  occasion  of  my  visit,  as  I 
was  desirous  of  catching  a  train  in  order  to  get  home 
that  night. 

St.  John's  Chapter,  No.  3,  London. — This  is  my 
own  Chapter  and,  while  I  have  attended  most  of  the 
meetings  during  the  year,  I  paid  my  official  visit  on 
November  25th,  and  was  royally  received  by  the  Compan- 
ions, of  whom  there  were  many  in  attendance.  E.  Comp. 
Gilbert  is  a  most  efficient  First  Principal  and  well  sup- 
ported by  his  officers.  The  work  of  the  evening  was  the 
M.  E.  M.  degree,  done  in  a  very  satisfactory  manner. 
This  being  election  night,  and  from  the  class  of  officers 
chosen  for  191 5,  I  can  safely  report  that  the  interest  of 
the  Royal  Craft  will  be  well  looked  after  by  this  Chapter 
during  the  incoming  year,  and  they  will  be  able  to  main- 
tain their  proud  position  of  being  the  largest  Chapter  in 
this  district.  I  have  only  one  fault  to  find  with  this  Chap- 
ter, that  is,  the  dues  outstanding  are  entirely  too  much. 
I  find  it  too  common  a  fault  in  this  district.  I  will  refer 
later  in  my  report  to  this  subject. 

Aylmer  Chapter,  No.  81,  Aylmer. — On  November 
27th  I  made  my  official  visit  to  this  Chapter,  and  was 
right  royally  received  by  the  officers  and  members.  The 
Royal  Arch  degree  was  conferred  by  the  First  Principal, 
E.  Comp.  Ball,  and  his  efficient  staff  of  officers,  and  I  am 
pleased  to  say  still  maintains  its  high  standard  of  excel- 
lence.   I  was  delighted  to  see  so  large  an  attendance  and 
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so  many  of  the  older  members,  past  officers  especially. 
It  was  indeed  to  me  a  pleasure  and  no  mean  honor  to  be 
introduced  to  this  Chapter  by  R.  E.  Comp.  Rutherford, 
who  was  Grand  Superintendent  of  this  district  in  1894, 
and  R.  E.  Comp.  Fear,  Grand  Superintendent  of  this 
district  in  191 2.  The  older  members  render  a  service  by 
their  presence  of  untold  value  to  the  officers  and  younger 
members.  Comp.  Richards  is  still  Scribe  E.,  and  although 
I  found  him,  as  was  reported  last  year,  not  enjoying  the 
best  of  health,  yet  at  heart  he  is  as  young  as  ever  and  a 
tower  of  strength  to  his  Chapter.  The  prospects  of  this 
Chapter  are  good. 

Joint  Installation. — On  December  30th  a  joint 
meeting  held  by  dispensation  of  the  three  London  Chap- 
ters, namely :  St.  John's,  No.  3 ;  St.  George's,  No.  5,  and 
London,  No.  150,  for  the  purpose  of  installing  the  officers 
for  the  year  191 5  for  their  respective  Chapters.  Accept- 
ing the  invitation  to  take  charge  of  the  installation  cere- 
monies, I  requested  R.  E.  Comp.  John  Graham,  of  St. 
John's  Chapter,  No.  3 ;  R.  E.  Comp.  Frederick  Palmer, 
of  St.  George's  Chapter,  No.  5,  and  R.  E.  Comp.  Thos. 
Baker,  of  London  Chapter,  No.  150,  all  Past  Grand  Sup- 
erintendents, to  occupy  the  three  Principals'  chairs,  the 
writer  acting  as  Grand  Marshal.  Being  personally  ac- 
quainted with  the  newly  installed  officers,  I  predict  that 
the  interest  of  Capitular  Masonry  in  London  is  in  safe 
hands  and  a  good  year  may  be  looked  for.  After  the 
installation  ceremonies  were  performed,  I  took  advan- 
tage of  the  occasion  to  present  to  the  immediate  Past 
Grand  Superintendent,  R.  E.  Comp.  Frederick  Palmer, 
on  behalf  of  this  District,  a  regalia  becoming  of  his  rank. 
The  R.  E.  Companion  replied  very  appropriately,  thank- 
ing the  Companions  of  this  district  for  the  gift,  also  for 
their  many  courtesies  while  Grand  Superintendent. 

Chapter  of  Instruction. — My  request  to  Palestine 
Chapter,  No.  54,  of  St.  Thomas,  for  the  privilege  of 
holding  a  Chapter  of  Instruction  under  their  auspices  met 
with  a  ready  response,  and  I  wish  to  here  thank  most 
heartily  the  officers  and  Companions  of  that  Chapter  for 
their  kindness  and  courtesy  on  this  occasion.     On  the 
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afternoon  and  evening  of  January  20th,  in  the  presence 
of  a  very  large  assembly  of  Companions,  was  held  one  of 
the  most  enthusiastic  and,  I  trust  and  believe,  profitable 
Chapters  of  Instruction  ever  held  in  any  district  in  our 
jurisdiction.  The  M.  E.  the  Grand  Z.  Hon.  Judge  D.  F. 
Macwatt,  who  honored  us  by  his  presence  on  this  occa- 
sion, delivered  an  eloquent  and  instructive  address  on 
matters  of  special  interest  to  the  Royal  Craft. 

From  2.45  to  5.15  p.m.  St.  George's  Chapter,  No.  5, 
London,  exemplified  the  Mark  Master  degree,  and  Lon- 
don Chapter,  No.  150,  of  London,  exemplified  the  Most 
Excellent  degree,  each  Chapter  doing  very  creditable 
work. 

6  p.m.,  Palestine  Chapter,  No.  54,  entertained  all 
Companions  to  dinner. 

7.30  p.m.,  Palestine  Chapter,  No.  54,  St.  Thomas,  con- 
ferred the  Holy  Royal  Arch  in  a  manner  that  brought 
forth  words  of  praise  from  all  present. 

I  very  much  regret  that  four  out  of  ten  Chapters  of 
this  district  were  not  represented  at  this  meeting.  The 
loss  is  theirs.  I  hope  in  future  no  Chapter  may  forfeit 
by  their  absence  the  advantages  which  a  Chapter  of  In- 
struction gives.  The  Chapters  unrepresented  were : 
Wawanosh,  No.  15,  Sarnia;  Minnewawa,  No.  78,  Park- 
hill  ;  Bruce  Chapter,  No.  53,  Petrolia,  and  Sombra  Chap- 
ter, No.  153,  Sombra.  The  two  latter  Chapters  gave  as 
an  excuse  for  their  absence  that  it  was  their  regular  night 
of  meeting,  also  installation  of  officers. 

Comments. — Arrearage  of  dues  are  certainly  too 
much,  but  perhaps  not  as  bad  as  it  may  appear  in  the 
statistical  table.  I  find  that  many  Chapters'  returns  in- 
clude the  current  year  dues  as  "Dues  twelve  months  in 
arrears."  This,  as  I  understand,  should  not  be  included, 
as  it  is  not  the  proper  interpretation  of  the  meaning  of 
"twelve  months  in  arrears."  I  would  suggest  that  an 
additional  column  be  inserted  in  the  statistical  table  "for 
dues  due  current  year."  This  method  would  remove  any 
misunderstanding  as  to  what  "twelve  months  in  arrears" 
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would  mean,  and  it  would  place  properly  before  Grand 
Chapter  the  correct  amount  of  dues  outstanding  "twelve 
months  in  arrears." 

I  would  also  suggest  that  the  blank  forms  furnished 
the  Scribe  E.'s  for  making  their  returns  to  Grand  Super- 
intendent be  rearranged  so  as  to  be  more  explicit  regard- 
ing "dues  outstanding."  This  item  should  be  divided  so 
as  to  show  the  amount  which  is  twelve  months  in  arrears, 
also  the  amount  due  on  current  year. 

I  am  pleased  to  report  that  the  Scribe  E.'s  of  the 
district  are  very  able  and  capable  officers.  I  question  very 
much  if  any  district  can  boast  of  more  efficient  Scribe 
E.'s  than  this  district.  I  have  come  to  this  conclusion 
from  close  scrutiny  of  their  work  in  their  respective 
Chapters.  There  is  one  thing,  however,  that  has  been 
brought  to  my  attention  in  connection  with  their  duties 
which  I  cannot  commend  them  for,  and  that  is  the  lax- 
ness  in  sending  their  reports  to  Grand  Scribe  E.,  of  the 
registration  of  new  members  and  asking  certificates  for 
same.  I  learn  in  some  cases  that  returns  of  this  kind 
have  been  held  for  months,  and  even  years.  I  have  called 
the  attention  of  those  officers  that  this  delay  in  making 
their  returns  is  decidedly  at  variance  with  the  proper  dis- 
charge of  their  duties.  I  believe  in  future  the  returns 
from  this  district  will  be  more  prompt. 

I  append  the  report  of  R.  E.  Comp.  John  Fraser  on 
Bruce  Chapter,  which  report  will  speak  for  itself. 

In  conclusion,  I  desire  to  place  on  record  my  thanks 
and  appreciation  for  the  many  kindnesses  and  courtesies 
extended  to  me  by  the  officers  and  Companions  on  my 
visits  to  the  different  Chapters.  If  I  have  been  of  service 
to  the  district  I  shall  feel  amply  repaid  for  the  labor 
expended  in  trying  in  a  feeble  way  to  discharge  the  duties 
of  Grand  Superintendent. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

Thos.  Rowe, 
Acting  Grand  Supt.  London  District,  No.  2. 


ANNUAL  CONVOCATION,  LONDON,  1915  97 

To  the  Most  Excellent  the  Grand  Z.,  Officers  and  Com- 
panions of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons 
of  Canada: 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  officially  visited 

Bruce  Chapter,  No.  53,  Petrolia,  on  the  16th  of 
September,  1914,  and  was  accorded  a  most  kindly  fra- 
ternal welcome. 

This  being  my  own  Chapter,  I  am  able  to  report  with 
confidence  as  to  the  uniformly  excellent  character  of  the 
work  done.  The  M.  E.  M.  degree  was  conferred  and 
exemplified  in  a  manner  which,  in  my  judgment,  left 
little  or  nothing  to  be  desired.  Each  of  the  officers  is 
quite  capable  and  apparently  fully  alive  to  the  importance 
of  his  position.  The  E.  Z.,  E.  Comp.  G.  R.  Nevills,  has 
probably  no  superior  within  the  jurisdiction,  and  in  R.  E. 
Comp.  John  Sinclair,  Bruce  Chapter,  No.  53,  has  a  most 
efficient  and  painstaking  Scribe  E. 

Later  in  the  evening  I  was  splendidly  entertained  at  a 
banquet,  after  which  a  most  enjoyable  programme  of 
speech,  song  and  story  was  rendered,  R.  E.  Comp.  Sin- 
clair acting  as  toastmaster. 

Soon  after  this  I  found  it  necessary,  owing  to  a  rather 
severe  illness,  to  tender  my  resignation  to  the  M.  E.  the 
Grand  Z.,  who,  in  graciously  accepting  the  same,  advised 
me  of  the  appointment  of  V.  E.  Comp.  Thos.  Rowe  of 
London,  as  my  successor.      , 

In  conclusion,  I  desire  to  place  on  record  an  expres- 
sion of  my  deep  regret  at  my  inability  to  pay  my  fraternal 
respects  in  person  to  the  other  Chapters  within  the  dis- 
trict. For  the  many  expressions  of  sympathy  that  have 
come  to  me  I  am  indeed  grateful,  and  I  desire  especially 
to  express  my  keen  appreciation  of  the  courtesy  and 
kindness  evinced  by  the  M.  E.  the  Grand  Z.  in  what  was 
to  me  a  rather  painful  situation. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

John  Fraser, 
Grand  Snpt.  London  District,  No.  2. 
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WILSON  DISTRICT,  No.  3. 

To  the  Most  Excellent  the  Grand  Z.,  Officers  and  Com- 
panions of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons 
of  Canada: 

M.  E.  Sir  and  Companions, — I  beg  to  submit  my 
report  on  the  work  of  the  various  Chapters  in  Wilson 
District  for  the  past  year.  Owing  to  the  interest  taken, 
and  the  work  necessitated,  in  aid  of  the  Empire  during 
this  time  of  war  (every  person  being  called  on  to  render 
assistance,  either  by  volunteering  to  fight  her  battles,  or 
to  provide  aid  for  those  left  behind),  as  successful  a  year 
in  Capitular  Masonry  as  formerly  could  not  be  looked 
for.  However,  in  this  district  good  work  has  been  done 
and  every  Chapter  is  looking  forward  to  the  coming  year 
with  hope  and  good  prospects. 

A  Chapter  of  Instruction  was  held  in  the  Masonic 
Hall,  Paris,  on  the  afternoon  and  evening  of  November 
10th,  every  Chapter  in  the  district  being  represented.  In 
the  afternoon  the  M.  M.  M.  degree  was  exemplified  by  the 
officers  of  Mt.  Horeb  Chapter,  of  Brantford,  and  as  their 
work  is  always  characterized  by  accuracy,  so  on  this 
occasion  there  was  very  little  to  criticize.  The  M.  E.  M. 
degree  was  exemplified  by  the  officers  of  Harris  Chapter, 
of  Ingersoll,  and  I  can  only  say  that  I  never  saw  the 
work  done  better.  In  the  evening  the  R.  A.  degree  was 
exemplified  by  the  Past  Superintendents  of  the  district, 
and  from  the  manner  in  which  the  degree  was  conferred 
they  proved  that  no  mistake  had  been  made  when  they 
were  elected  Superintendents.  The  interest  and  pleasure 
and  value  of  the  meeting  was  greatly  enhanced  by  the 
presence  of  M.  E.  Comp.  Macwatt,  the  Grand  Z.,  and  the 
address  he  delivered  on  the  occasion  was  listened  to  with 
pleasure  and  great  profit. 

I  visited  each  Chapter  in  the  district,  and  I  wish  to 
thank  the  Companions  for  the  reception  given  me  and  to 
express  the  very  great  pleasure  I  experienced  in  making 
mv  official  visits. 
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Mount  Horeb  Chapter,  No.  20,  Brantpord. — Ac- 
companied by  several  Companions  of  Brant  Chapter,  I 
paid  my  official  visit  to  Mt.  Horeb  Chapter  on  October 
2nd,  the  regular  meeting  night  of  the  Chapter.  The 
attendance  of  Companions  was  fairly  large  and  my  recep- 
tion very  cordial.  E.  Comp.  Dr.  Chapin  and  his  officers 
conferred  the  R.  A.  degree  on  five  candidates,  in  a  correct 
and  impressive  manner,  and  the  past  prosperity  of  this 
Chapter  shows  every  sign  of  being  permanent.  A  very 
pleasant  hour  was  spent  in  the  capacious  banquet  hall  at 
the  close  of  the  Chapter. 

Oxford  Chapter,  No.  18,  Woodstock. — On  Friday 
evening,  October  16th,  I  paid  my  official  visit  to  Oxford 
Chapter,  and,  notwithstanding  the.  unpleasant  state  of  the 
weather,  there  was  a  good  attendance  of  the  Companions. 
The  Mark  Master  degree  was  conferred  in  a  very  accur- 
ate manner,  and  I  am  sure  that  the  officers  of  this  Chap- 
ter will  do  good  work  during  the  year.  At  the  close  of 
the  Chapter  a  liberal  supply  of  refreshments  was  served. 

Ezra  Chapter,  No.  23,  Simcoe. — On  Thursday, 
October  8th,  I  paid  my  official  visit  to  Ezra  Chapter. 
Owing  to  a  letter  sent  me  by  the  Scribe  E.  going  astray, 
my  visit  was  not  expected  by  the  Companions,  but  not- 
withstanding a  very  fair  number  were  present.  No  de- 
grees were  conferred,  but  from  the  way  the  opening  and 
closing  of  the  Chapter  were  done  I  am  sure  that  the 
officers  of  Ezra  Chapter  are  fully  capable  of  exemplifying 
the  work  in  a  creditable  manner.  A  very  pleasant  even- 
ing was  closed  with  refreshments. 

Harris  Chapter,  No.  41,  Ingersou,. — On  Friday, 
October  23rd,  I  visited  Harris  Chapter  in  my  official 
capacity,  accompanied  by  R.  E.  Comp.  Inksater  and 
E.  Comps.  Haire  and  LaPierre  of  Brant  Chapter.  There 
was  a  fair  attendance  of  Companions  present,  and  the 
work  of  conferring  the  Mark  Master  degree  was  very 
correctly  done.  At  the  close  of  this  degree  I  had  the 
pleasure  of  presenting  R.  E.  Comp.  Edwards  with  a 
Grand  Superintendent's  regalia,  the  gift  of  the  Chapters 
of  the  district,  the  first  Superintendent  to  receive  this 
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honor,  but  which  will  be  a  regular  procedure  hereafter. 
At  the  close  of  the  Chapter  a  pleasant  hour  was  spent 
over  the  refreshment  tables. 

Brant  Chapter,  No.  115,  Paris. — On  Monday, 
November  30th,  I  paid  my  official  visit  to  my  own  Chap- 
ter, Brant,  No.  115,  and  was  welcomed  by  a  good  attend- 
ance of  Companions.  No  degree  was  exemplified,  but 
as  I  had  already  seen  each  of  the  degrees  conferred  dur- 
ing the  year  I  can  bear  testimony  to  the  efficiency  of  the 
officers  of  Brant  Chapter.  The  officers  for  the  coming 
year  were  elected,  and  from. the  selection  made  I  am  sure 
that  the  coming  year  will  be  one  of  the  most  successful 
in  this  Chapter's  history. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

W.  J.  Logie,  M.D., 
Grand  Supt.  Wilson  District,  No.  3. 

Paris,  January  30th,  19 15. 
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WELLINGTON  DISTRICT,  No.  4. 

To  the  Most  Excellent  the  Grand  Z.,  Officers  and  Com- 
panions of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons 
of  Canada: 

I  have  pleasure  in  submitting  a  report  on  the  condition 
of  Royal  Arch  Masonry  in  this  district  as  I  have  found  it 
during  my  term  of  office.  Having  received  the  appoint- 
ment as  Acting  Superintendent  during  the  summer  vaca- 
tion, I  was  able  to  only  get  in  touch  with  the  several 
Chapters  at  first  and  to  take*  up  the  more  active  duties  in 
the  last  three  or  four  months  of  the  year. 

It  was  a  matter  of  great  regret  to  me  and  to  many  of 
the  Companions  that  ill-health  compelled  R.  E.  Comp. 
Spence  to  resign  the  office  to  which  he  had  been  duly 
elected  at  the  last  Annual  Convocation  of  Grand  Chapter. 
Through  faithful  services  in  the  past  he  had  well  earned 
this  promotion  and  honor  at  the  hands  of  Grand  Chapter, 
and  would  have  proven  a  yery  efficient  superintending 
officer. 

Enterprise  Chapter,  No.  67,  Harriston. — Accom- 
panied by  E.  Comp.  Downing,  I  visited  this  Chapter  on 
November  2nd.  Owing  to  the  annual  election  of  officers, 
no  degree  work  was  exemplified,  but  we  were  honored 
with  a  good  attendance.  The  membership  of  the  Chap- 
ter is  drawn  from  a  fairly  large  territory,  with  rather 
poor  train  connections,  which  precludes  a  full  attendance 
on  most  occasions.  I  also  found  that  the  Grim  Reaper 
had  been  very  busy  during  the  year,  the  Chapter  having 
lost  no  less  than  six  Companions  by  death,  of  whom  three 
were  principal  officers.  This  fact  very  seriously  affected 
the  whole  organization,  and  no  doubt  largely  explains 
why  greater  progress  was  not  made.  With  a  new  and 
complete  set  of  officers  another  year  should  show  better 
results.  I  urged  the  Companions  to  attend  the  Chapter 
of  Instruction  then  being  arranged,  for  the  possible  stimu- 
lus it  might  afford. 

Ionic  Chapter,  No.  83,  Orangeville. — The  follow- 
ing evening,  November  3rd,  I  made  an  official  visit  to 
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Ionic  Chapter.  The  principal  work  of  the  evening  was 
again  the  election  of  officers,  but  I  had  the  opportunity 
of  witnessing  the  efficiency  and  dispatch  with  which  the 
regular  business  is  transacted.  The  offices  are  all,  with- 
out exception,  in  able  hands,  and  substantial  progress  is 
being  made,  which,  I  am  satisfied,  will  continue.  That 
the  officers  are  well  skilled  in  the  degree  work  was  demon- 
strated at  the  Chapter  of  Instruction  by  their  exemplifi- 
cation of  the  Mark  Master  degree. 

Guelph  Chapter,  No.  40,  Guelph. — This  Chapter 
was  officially  visited  on  November  13th,  E.  Comp.  Rundle 
presiding.  The  Mark  Master  degree  was  worked  in  a 
satisfactory  manner  and  to  the  credit  of  the  officers.  If 
not  flourishing,  the  Chapter  is  at  least  progressing,  five 
candidates  having  been  initiated  during  the  term.  With 
three  Craft  lodges  in  the  city  to  draw  upon,  the  success 
of  Capitular  Masonry  in  Guelph  should  be  assured.  It 
was  gratifying  to  find  R.  E.  Comp.  Stephenson  still 
actively  engaged  in  promoting  the  welfare  of  the  Chapter. 

Waterloo  Chapter,  No.  32,  Galt. — Though  Water- 
loo Chapter  had  been  visited  by  R.  E.  Comp.  Spence  early 
in  the  year,  I  was  not  going  to  be  denied  a  visit,  which  I 
made  on  December  14th,  along  with  E.  Comps.  Downing 
and  Hallman  of  Berlin  Chapter.  We  had  the  pleasure  of 
seeing  the  officers  for  191 5  duly  and  well  installed  by 
R.  E.  Comp.  Cowan,  and  were  convinced  that  the  good 
work  being  done  here  will  not  suffer  in  their  hands.  I 
have  had  the  opportunity  of  seeing  the  officers  working 
the  different  degrees  on  several  occasions,  and  in  every 
(  case  in  a  very  creditable  manner.  The  duties  of  Scribe  E. 
are  being  particularly  well  discharged  by  Comp.  Blake. 
The  fact  that  twelve  candidates  were  initiated -during  the 
year  speaks  for  itself. 

Berlin  Chapter,  No.  117,  Berlin. — In  addition  to 
attending  practically  all  the  regular  meetings  of  this  my 
home  Chapter,  I  was  present  officially  on  December  18th, 
and  at  the  same  time  installed  the  newly  elected  officers. 
The  average  attendance  and  general  interest  taken  have 
greatly  improved  in  recent  years,  the  year  just  closed  be- 
ing one  of  the  most  successful.    E.  Comp.  Downing  and 
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the  other  principal  officers  are  well  acquainted  with  all  the 
work,  while  the  Chapter  is  especially  fortunate  in  having 
a  Scribe  E.  who  is  all  that  could  be  desired.  A  year  ago 
he  was  able  to  report  only  three  Companions  twelve 
months  in  arrears,  which  he  has  now  reduced  to  one  in 
the  year  just  closed,  with  only  one  suspension.  This  is  a 
record  which  is  perhaps  difficult  to  surpass,  and  speaks 
well  for  Comp.  DeKleinhans,  who  is  just  as  efficient  in 
his  other  duties.  Berlin  Chapter  should  continue  to  pro- 
gress in  19 1 5  in  the  hands  of  the  new  officers. 

Chapter  of  Instruction. — Through  the  kindness  of 
the  Guelph  Companions,  I  was  able  to  hold  a  Chapter  of 
Instruction  in  their  Masonic  Hall  on  November  30th. 
Every  Chapter  in  the  district,  with  one  exception,  was 
well  represented,  and  the  following  programme  was  fully 
carried  out  as  arranged :  M.  M.  M.  Degree — Ionic  Chap- 
ter, No.  83.  Refreshments.  M.  E.  M.  Degree — Water- 
loo Chapter,  No.  32.  Royal  Arch — Berlin  Chapter,  No. 
117.  Except  for  a  few  minor  imperfections,  which  were 
discussed  and  corrected,  the  work  was  in  each  case  well 
done.  The  slight  changes  made  in  the  work  a  year  ago 
had  in  one  or  two  cases  been  overlooked,  but  these  were 
explained,  and  there  is  now  apparent  uniformity  through- 
out the  district.  The  meeting  was  generally  conceded  an 
unqualified  success,  due  to  the  co-operation  of  the  various 
Chapters. 

In  general  there  has  been  some  progress  all  along  the 
line.  Each  Chapter  is  able  to  show  a  net  increase  in 
membership  excepting  Enterprise,  No.  67,  whose  dis- 
advantages have  already  been  referred  to.  I  also  wish  to 
express  my  thanks  at  this  time  for  the  very  cordial  and 
fraternal  manner  in  which  I  have  been  received  during 
my  visits,  and  in  particular  to  the  M.  E.  the  Grand  Z.  for 
the  opportunity  he  has  given  me  of  serving  the  district  in 
this  capacity.  The  work  has  been  a  pleasure,  and  what 
little  I  have  been  able  to  do  has  been  gladly  done. 

Fraternally   submitted, 

H.  M.  Cook, 
Acting  Grand  Supt.  Wellington  District  No.  4. 
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HAMILTON  DISTRICT,  No.  5. 

To  the  Most  Excellent  the  Grand  Z.,  Officers  and  Com- 
panions of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons 
of  Canada: 

I  have  the  honor  of  presenting  my  report  on  the  con- 
dition of  Capitular  Masonry  in  the  Hamilton  District, 
No.  5,  for  the  past  year. 

It  has  been  a  great  pleasure  for  me  to  visit  the  Com- 
panions and  find  that  in  every  Chapter  nothing  but  har- 
mony and  good  feeling  prevails,  and  that  there  is  an 
increasing  interest  and  enthusiasm  shown  in  the  pro- 
gress and  welfare  of  the  Order.  I  have  visited  every 
Chapter  and  witnessed  at  least  one  degree  in  each,  and 
find  there  is  little  or  no  cause  for  criticism  of  the  way  the 
various  degrees  are  presented  and  exemplified;  all  work, 
if  not  excellent,  is  very  good.  It  is  a  great  satisfaction 
to  record  that  notwithstanding  the  peculiar  economic 
conditions  brought  about  by  the  great  war  in  which  every 
part  of  the  Empire  is  affected,  there  has  been  a  net  in- 
crease in  membership  of  19,  while  the  number  of  mem- 
bers "  over  twelve  months  in  arrears  "  is  but  62,  as  com- 
pared with  166  the  previous  year.  It  is  also  gratifying 
to  note  that  there  has  been  a  much  larger  increase  in 
expenditure  for  benevolence.  The  prospects  for  the 
coming  year  are  most  encouraging,  and  the  interest  in 
Capitular  Masonry  is  increasing  all  over  the  district. 

Chapter  of  Instruction. — This  was  held  in  Hamil- 
ton, Monday,  November  30th,  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Hiram  Chapter,  No.  2.  The  Mark  Master  degree  was 
worked  by  the  officers  of  St.  John's  Chapter,  No.  6.  The 
Most  Excellent  Master  by  the  officers  of  The  Hamilton 
Chapter,  No.  175 ;  and  the  Royal  Arch  degree  was  exem- 
plified by  the  officers  of  the  St.  Clair  Chapter,  No.  75, 
Milton. 

The  officers  of  St.  John's  Chapter  did  not  fail  to  live 
up  to  their  reputation — the  exact  and  regular  way  they 
did  their  work  in  the  Mark  Master  degree  was  most 
creditable.      Perhaps   more  interest  was   evinced   in   the 
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manner  and  mode  the  officers  of  the  Hamilton  Chapter, 
under  the  supervision  of  the  presiding  Z.,  E.  Comp. 
Walter  H.  Davis,  exemplified  the  Most  Excellent  Master 
in  a  more  or  less  revised  form.  The  orderly  and  dignfied 
manner  in  which  this  degree  was  worked,  accompanied 
by  music  and  chanting,  was  most  impressive,  and  all 
present  were  loud  in  commendation.  It  was  conceded 
that  the  additional  elaboration  as  presented  by  this  Chap- 
ter made  the  degree  more  interesting  and  beautiful. 

The  work  of  the  members  of  St.  Clair  Chapter,  Mil- 
ton, was  a  great  surprise  to  many.  On  more  than  one 
occasion  I  have  witnessed  the  Chapter  do  good  work,  but 
in  the  R.  A.  degree  they  excelled  themselves,  and  I  am  in- 
debted to  one  and  all  of  these  officers  for  the  pains  taken 
and  congratulate  them  on  their  success. 

We  were  honored  on  this  occasion  by  the  presence  of 
M.  E.  Comp.  D.  F.  Macwatt,  Grand  Z.,  whose  address 
at  the  close  of  the  Chapter  will  be  long  remembered. 
There  is  no  doubt  that  a  more  successful  Chapter  of 
Instruction  has  never  been  held  in  this  district.  It  was 
marked  by  the  large  attendance  of  many  Companions 
from  Milton,  Oakville,  Ancaster,  as  well  as  from  the 
city  Chapters,  and  many  visitors  from  other  districts. 
We  were  delighted  to  have  with  us  R.  E.  Comp.  W.  S. 
Milne,  who  took  part  in  the  discussion  following  the 
degrees. 

At  the  evening  session  M.  E.  Comp.  George  Moore, 
P.  G.  Z.,  on  behalf  of  Hiram  Chapter,  and  M.  E.  Comp. 
W.  G.  Reid,  on  behalf  of  St.  John's  Chapter,  presented 
the  Ancaster  Chapter  with  a  handsome  set  of  silver  jew- 
els and  regalia.  The  presentation  was  most  gracefully 
made  and  heartily  appreciated  by  the  Ancaster  Compan- 
ions as  a  proof  of  good-will  of  their  city  Companions. 
I  must  express  my  thanks  to  the  Scribe  E.'s  for  the 
hearty  and  unanimous  way  they  assisted  in  making  the 
Chapter  of  Instruction  a  great  success.  Such  Chapters, 
when  properly  worked,  cannot  fail  to  do  much  good  in 
inspiring  Companions  to  work  with  greater  uniformity 
and  take  a  more  intelligent  interest  in  Capitular  Masonry. 
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The  Hiram  Chapter,  No.  2,  Hamilton. — To  this, 
being  my  mother  Chapter,  I  made  my  first  visit  on  Febru- 
ary 27th,  1914,  and  was  received  with  the  usual  honors 
and  congratulated  by  my  Companions  on  my  election  as 
Grand  Superintendent.  On  April  22nd,  at  the  invitation 
of  E.  Comp.  J.  Dixon,  I  accompanied  the  officers  and 
members  of  The  Hiram  Chapter  on  a  fraternal  visit  to 
Adytum  Chapter,  No.  235,  R.A.M.,  Buffalo,  and  was 
royally  entertained.  The  Royal  Arch  Mason's  degree 
was  exemplified  by  our  American  Companions  under  the 
direction  of  E.  Comp.  Vogel,  High  Priest,  after  which 
we  adjourned  to  the  banquet  hall.  The  occasion  of  our 
visit  was  honored  by  the  presence  of  the  Grand  High 
Priest,  M.  E.  Comp.  Arthur  Warren,  who  spoke  of  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  New  York,  while  the  Grand  Chapter 
of  Canada  was  represented  by  M.  E.  Comp.  George 
Moore  and  myself.  This  visit  proved  a  profit  and  pleas- 
ure to  all  and  demonstrated  the  hearty  good  feeling  exist- 
ing between  Royal  Arch  Masons  on  both  sides  of  the 
border. 

On  April  24th  I  again  attended  this  Chapter,  when 
M.  E.  Comp.  George  Moore,  in  behalf  of  the  district, 
presented  me  with  a  Grand  Superintendent's  regalia — a 
token  of  respect  which  I  greatly  esteem.  I  have  been  a 
frequent  attendant  during  the  year  and  witnessed  the 
work  of  the  Chapter  in  each  degree,  and  can  vouch  that 
The  Hiram  Chapter  still  hews  to  the  line  and  is  always 
anxious  to  uphold  the  landmarks  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry. 

St.  John's  Chapter,  No.  6,  Hamilton. — A  new, 
enthusiastic  band  of  efficient  officers  are  now  in  control 
of  this  Chapter,  and  with  the  unabated  interest  of  a  num- 
ber of  Past  Principals,  has  just  closed  a  most  successful 
year.  E.  Comp.  J.  F.  McDonald  had  his  work  well  in 
hand  and  has  a  large  increase  in  membership ;  while  the 
number  of  members  in  arrears  has  been  reduced  to  one- 
third  the  previous  record.  The  Chapter  has  demon- 
strated increased  efficiency,  and.  in  degree  work,  is  sec- 
ond to  none.  On  December  10th  I  paid  my  official  visit. 
There  was  a  large  attendance  of  Companions.  After  a 
loyal  reception  the  election  of  officers  was  conducted,  fol- 


110  GRAND   CHAPTER   OF   CANADA 

lowing  which  the  R.  A.  degree  was  worked  in  a  masterly 
and  exemplary  manner. 

St.  Clair  Chapter,  No.  75,  Milton. — On  October 
8th  I  paid  my  official  visit.  On  this  occasion,  being 
accompanied  by  M.  E.  Comp.  George  Moore,  R.  E. 
Comp.  G.  A.  Griffith,  E.  Comps.  D.  R.  Gibson,  J.  Dixon, 
J.  Sehrader,  and  a  large  number  of  Companions  from 
Hamilton.  The  Chapter  did  not  work  a  degree,  so  I 
gave  a  short  address,  at  the  same  time  arranging  for  the 
Chapter  to  work  at  the  Chapter  of  Instruction.  After 
closing  the  Companions  gave  a  banquet.  The  prodigal- 
ity of  Milton's  hospitality  is  proverbial,  and  a  most  en- 
joyable and  fraternal  visit  was  enjoyed.  Under  the  guid- 
ing hand  of  the  old  and  tried  Scribe  E.,  R.  E.  Comp. 
Wm.  Panton,  St.  Clair  Chapter  has  prospered  and  will 
continue  to  prosper,  as  he  is  loyally  supported  by  all.  It 
would  be  difficult  to  find  a  country  or  city  Chapter  which 
can  confer  the  R.  A.  degree  in  a  more  correct,  careful 
and  impressive  and  reverential  manner  than  this  Chapter. 
The  outlook  is  excellent. 

White  Oak  Chapter,  No.  104,  Oakville. — I  paid 
my  official  visit  here  on  November  17th,  accompanied  by 
E.  Comps.  D.  R.  Gibson,  J.  Dixon  and  J.  Sehrader.  On 
this  occasion  the  Chapter,  after  giving  me  a  loyal  and 
hearty  reception,  opened  a  Lodge  of  Mark  Master 
Masons  and  worked  the  degree.  Very  little  fault  could 
possibly  be  found  with  the  manner  of  opening  and  clos- 
ing or  the  work  of  the  degree,  all  of  which  was  done  in 
a  creditable  and  efficient  manner.  Much  credit  is  due  to 
the  continued  interest  shown  in  the  welfare  of  the  Chap- 
ter by  R.  E.  Comp.  Marlatt  and  R.  E.  Comp,  Joyce,  the 
latter  having  for  many  years  served  the  Chapter  as 
Scribe  E.  There  seems  a  lack  of  material  for  office,  con- 
sequently Companions  who  have  passed  the  chairs  are 
compelled  to  accept  office  again,  which  they  do  with  great 
willingness,  as  their  interest  in  R.  A.  Masonry  is  un- 
abating. 

The:  Hamilton  Chapter,  No.  175,  Hamilton.— In 
accordance  with  a  suggestion  made  by  the  Grand  Z.  in 
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his  annual  address,  an  invitation  was  extended  by  An- 
tiquity Chapter,  No.  91,  Toronto,  to  The  Hamilton  Chap- 
ter to  visit  Toronto  and  exemplify  the  Most  Excellent 
Master  degree.  E.  Comp.  R.  E.  Port  requested  me  to 
accompany  the  Hamilton  Chapter.  The  work  of  the 
degree  was  done,  as  usual,  in  an  efficient  and  commend- 
able manner,  and  the  efforts  made  by  the  visiting  Chap- 
ter to  awaken  greater  interest  in  this  non-interesting  de- 
gree were  well  received  and  appreciated.  The  Chapter, 
under  the  benign  hand  of  R.  E.  Comp.  W.  S.  Milne,  was 
most  lavishly  and  royally  entertained.  On  December 
15th  I  made  my  official  visit,  and  after  a  loyal  reception 
conducted  the  election  of  officers,  which  showed  the 
Chapter  was  working  most  unanimously.  The  Chapter 
closed  its  year  by  conferring  the  R.  A.  degree  in  a 
marked  and  impressive  manner,  leaving  nothing  to  be 
desired.  The  Hamilton  Chapter  is  fortunate  in  securing 
for  membership  many  of  the  brilliant  and  promising- 
lights  in  the  Ancient  and  Accepted  Scottish  Rite,  and 
has  a  great  future  before  it  if  the  enthusiasm  is  main- 
tained. 

Ancastkr  Chapter,  No.  155,  Ancaster. — Having 
learned  that  the  Chapter  had  not  been  regularly  dedi- 
cated, I,  on  May  12th,  accompanied  by  M.  E.  Comp. 
George  Moore  and  R.  E.  Comp.  F.  W.  Miller,  visited  and 
duly  installed  new  officers,  a  visit  much  appreciated  by 
the  Chapter.  On  December  7th  I  made  my  official  visit, 
conducting  the  election  for  the  year.  After  Chapter 
closed  a  Lodge  of  Mark  Masters  was  regularly  opened 
and  the  Mark  degree  conferred  in  a  very  creditable  man- 
ner. This  Chapter,  still  in  its  infancy,  is  growing  and 
prospering.  I  hope  the  new  officers  will  take  a  more 
energetic  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  Chapter,  for  the 
prospects  are  reported  to  be  excellent,  and  I  have  much 
confidence  in  the  intelligence  and  promise  of  officers 
elected. 

In  conclusion,  my  duties  have  been  made  most  pleas- 
ant during  the  year  by  the  hearty  co-operation  and  sup- 
port of  the  presiding  officers  of  the  Chapters,  but  I  must 
particularly  record  my  great  appreciation  of  the  assist- 
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ance  and  support  of  M.  E.  Comp.  George  Moore,  R.  E, 
Comp.  F.  W.  Miller,  and  E.  Comp.  D.  R.  Gibson,  the  last 
of  whom  has  acted  as  my  district  Secretary  and  been 
indefatigable  and  untiring  in  his  efforts  to  make  my  offi- 
cial year  a  great  success. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

Frank  Hills, 
Grand  Supt.  Hamilton  District,  No.  5. 
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HURON  DISTRICT,  No.  6. 

To  the  Most  Excellent  the  Grand  Z.,  Principals  and  Offi- 
cers of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada: 

I  herewith  submit  my  report  on  the  condition  of 
Capitular  Masonry  in  Huron  District,  No.  6,  for  the 
year  19 14.  Out  of  the  ten  Chapters  in  the  district  I 
visited  eight  and  found  them  in  a  healthy  condition  and 
able  to  confer  the  several  degrees. 

I  was  to  have  visited  St.  James'  Chapter,  No.  45,  on 
December  14th,  1914,  but  owing  to  illness  of  my  father, 
R.  E.  Comp.  J.  E.  Tamlyn,  M.D.,  I  was  unable  to  go. 
He  passed  to  his  reward  on  the  19th  of  the  same  month. 

I  have  written  to  the  Scribe  E.  of  Lucknow  Chapter, 
No.  147,  but  received  no  answer  from  them. 

Lebanon  Chapter,  No.  84,  Wingham. — This  is  my 
home  Chapter  and,  having  the  honor  of  being  Scribe  E., 
I  am  generally  there.  On  June  16  I  paid  my  official  visit, 
E.  Comp.  E.  B.  Walker,  First  Principal,  in  the  chair. 
The  R.  A.  degree  was  conferred  on  candidates  and  was 
well  done.  The  three  Principals  had  the  work  down 
perfectly,  and  I  must  not  forget  the  Principal  Sojourner 
for  the  excellent  way  he  rendered  his  important  portion 
of  the  ceremony.  Refreshments  were  served  subse- 
quently, which  were  very  much  enjoyed  by  all.  I  conse- 
crated Lebanon  Chapter  on  the  night  of  January  19th, 
I9I5- 

Haveeock  Chapter,  No.  63,  Kincardine. — I  made 
my  official  visit  to  Havelock  Chapter  on  July  24th,  while 
summering  among  the  cedars  on  the  shore  of  Lake 
Huron.  E.  Comp.  M.  J.  MePherson  in  the  chair.  We 
had  the  M.  M.  M.  degree,  which  was  well  done,  and  a 
very  warm  job  at  that  time  of  year.  R.  E.  Comp.  E. 
Miller  was  right  in  the  harness  and  taking  as  active  a 
part  as  ever.  Havelock  is  a  good  Chapter,  and  the  First 
Principal  sees  that  the  officers  know  their  work.  Re- 
freshments were  served,  which  were  very  much  enjoyed 
by  the  Companions. 
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Huron  Chapter,  No.  30,  Goderich. — I  paid  my  offi- 
cial visit  to  this  Chapter  on  October  20th,  accompanied 
by  R.  E.  Comp.  L.  C.  Jackson  of  Seaforth.  The  Com- 
panions have  moved  into  their  new  Temple,  and  I  can 
assure  you  they  have  fine  quarters.  As  there  was  a  mis- 
understanding as  to  when  I  should  visit  this  Chapter, 
there  was  no  work.  R.  E.  Comp.  L.  C.  Jackson  conse- 
crated the  Chapter,  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  E.  Comp. 
H.  C.  Dunlop  and  officers  can  do  first-class  work.  This 
Chapter  has  very  elegant  and  comfortable  quarters,  and 
its  hospitality  is  fully  in  keeping. 

Barnard  Chapter,  No.  146,  Listowel. — I  visited 
this  Chapter  on  December  4th,  E.  Comp.  N.  Blaekmore 
in  the  chair.  Two  candidates  were  to  have  been  there, 
but  they  did  not  show  up.  We  waited  for  them  till  close 
on  ten  o'clock.  It  was,  after  all,  a  nice  and,  I  think,  in- 
structive meeting,  questions  being  asked  and  answered. 
R.  E.  Comp.  Campbell  was  present  and  ready  to  take  his 
part  in  the  work,  and,  although  over  80  years,  never 
misses  a  meeting.  I  spent  a  very  pleasant  evening  with 
the  Companions  of  Barnard  Chapter  and  hope  to  do  so 
again.  Refreshments  were  furnished  and  all  enjoyed 
them. 

Eujot  Chapter,  No.  129,  Mitchell. — R.  E.  Comp. 
L.  C.  Jackson,  of  Seaforth,  visited  Elliot  Chapter  for  me 
at  my  request  and  informs  me  that  the  M.  M.  M.  degree 
was  conferred  in  a  very  satisfactory  manner.  I  should 
have  liked  very  much  to  have  gone  myself,  but  owing  to 
the  sickness  of  my  father,  who  has  since  died,  I  found  it 
was  impossible  for  me  to  go  at  that  time. 

The  Malloch  Chapter,  No.  66,  Seaporth. — I 
made  my  official  visit  to  this  Chapter  on  April  20th, 
E.  Comp.  K.  McLean,  First  Principal,  filling  the  chair. 
The  work  was  the  M.  M.  M.  degree,  which  was  well 
handled  by  the  officers,  the  floor  work  being  exceptionally 
good.  R.  E.  Comp.  L.  C.  Jackson  is  Scribe  E.  of  The 
Malloch  Chapter  and  his  books  are  well  kept.  Owing  to 
his  long  experience  in  Masonry  he  is  a  big  help  to  his 
Chapter  and,  I  might  add,  is  always  willing  to  help  an 
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outside  Chapter.  The  attendance  at  Malloch  Chapter 
was  large,  and  I  met  a  number  of  old  friends.  Refresh- 
ments were  served  at  the  close  of  a  very  enjoyable 
evening. 

Chantry  Chapter,  No.  130,  Southampton. — I 
made  my  official  visit  to  this  Chapter  on  December  1st 
and  saw  the  R.  A.  degree  well  worked.  E.  Comp.  A. 
Huber  has  his  work  well  up,  also  the  P.  Sojourner.  It 
was  a  pleasure  to  hear  R.  E.  Comp.  P.  J.  Scott  give  the 
mystical  lecture.  The  attendance  was  good.  Chantry 
Chapter  appears  to  be  in  a  flourishing  condition.  Re- 
freshments were  served  at  the  close. 

Tecumseh  Chapter,  No.  24,  Stratford. — I  visited 
this  Chapter  officially  on  Friday,  May  15th.  E.  Comp. 
A.  Stevenson,  E.  Z.,  presided,  and  the  R.  A.  degree  was 
conferred  in  a  very  able  and  impressive  manner.  The 
floor  work  was  excellent.  The  officers  and  Companions 
are  certainly  to  be  congratulated  on  the  excellent  showing 
made.  R.  E.  Comp.  John  Stevenson  assures  me  that  the 
work  done  that  night  was  no  exception  to  the  rule.  This 
Chapter  has  very  elegant  and  comfortable  quarters,  and 
the  hospitality  of  the  Companions  is  unbounded. 

I  herewith  append  a  statement  of  the  several  Chapters 
of  the  district,  giving  details  of  the  financial  condition, 
membership  and  other  information. 

In  conclusion,  I  would  take  this  opportunity  of 
thanking  the  Companions  for  the  cordial  manner  in 
which  I  was  received  when  on  my  official  visit  and  the 
kind  spirit  in  which  they  received  any  criticism  I  felt  it 
my  duty  to  make. 

All  of  which  is  fraternally  submitted, 

H.  E.  W.  Tamlyn, 
Grand  Supt.  Huron  District,  No.  6. 
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NIAGARA  DISTRICT,  No.  7. 

To  the  Most  Excellent  the  Grand  Z.,  Officers  and  Com- 
panions of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons 
of  Canada: 

M.  E.  Sir  and  Companions, — I  have  the  honor  to 
submit  herewith  my  report  on  the  condition  of  Capitular 
Masonry  in  the  Niagara  District. 

I  desire  to  take  this  opportunity  of  expressing  my 
sincere  appreciation  of  the  honor  conferred  upon  me  by 
the  representatives  of  the  district  in  recommending  me  to 
the  M.  E.  the  Grand  Z.,  and  to  him  for  appointing  me  to 
so  responsible  a  position  as  Grand  Superintendent.  I 
assure  them  that  I  have  made  every  endeavor  to  fulfill 
the  trust  reposed  in  me. 

I  considered,  from  the  Grand  Z.'s  oral  instructions 
and  from  his  circular  to  his  Superintendents,  that  results 
would  be  best  obtained  by  my  paying  a  fraternal  visit, 
early  in  the  year,  to  the  several  Chapters.  I  therefore 
made  the  round  of  the  district  during  April  and  May, 
taking  the  opportunity  of  calling  their  attention  to  the 
several  matters  referred  to  by  the  M.  E.  the  Grand  Z., 
and  from  suggestions  in  the  report  of  the  Committee  on 
Capitular  Masonry,  so  that,  if  they  found  themselves 
remiss  in  any  particular  they  would  have  an  opportunity 
of  remedying  same  before  my  official  visit  in  the  fall. 

The  matters  particularly  brought  to  their  attention 
were:  1.  A  strict  adherence  to  Sec.  78  of  the  Consti- 
tution, re  Examining  Committee.  2.  Sec.  97,  re  prompt 
registration  of  newly  admitted  members.  3.  Insurance 
of  Chapter  property  required.  4.  Abuse  of  triple  Tau. 
5.  Sec.  107,  re  outstanding  dues.  6.  Sec.  125,  re  Book 
of  Marks.  7.  Prompt  returns  to  Grand  Chapter.  8.  No- 
tices enclosed  in  open  envelopes,  illegal ;  etc. 

I  found  upon  my  official  visits  that,  generally  speak- 
ing, my  early  calls  had  brought  forth  fruit,  and  I  can 
conscientiously  report  a  great  improvement  in  the  fore- 
going requirements.  I  found  the  Book  of  Marks  had 
been  sadly  neglected  in  some  of  our  Chapters,  but  upon 
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my  official  visit  I  found  them,  in  every  case,  much  im- 
proved, and  I  am  sure  that  hereafter  that  requirement  of 
the  Constitution  will  be  strictly  conformed  with. 

It  will  also  be  seen,  in  comparison  with  former  re- 
ports, that  the  outstanding  dues,  as  a  total,  in  the  district 
have  been  considerably  reduced. 

I  found  that  every  Chapter  had  been  duly  consec- 
rated, due  to  the  untiring  efforts  of  my  predecessor,  our 
late  R.  E.  Comp.  J.  Dewitt  Randall. 

I  also  took  occasion  to  draw  the  attention  of  the 
Chapters  to  the  several  communications  of  the  Grand  Z. 
regarding  the  insubordination  of  a  number  of  Chapters 
in  the  western  part  of  the  jurisdiction,  cautioning  them  to 
comply  strictly  with  his  instructions  and  requirements. 

Niagara  Chapter,  No.  55,  Niagara-on-the-LakE. 
— Visited  this  Chapter  officially  October  8th,  they  having 
no  work  on  hand.  I  saw  the  Chapter  opened  and  closed 
in  a  correct  and  capable  manner.  I  am  sorry  to  report 
that  Niagara  Chapter  seems  to  be  losing  ground,  it  for- 
merly being  one  of  the  best  in  the  district,  although  never 
a  large  one.  They  have  been  unfortunate  in  the  loss,  by 
death  and  removal,  of  some  ten  to  twelve  of  their  most 
earnest  workers  in  the  past  three  years,  but  I  was  assured 
by  R.  E.  Comp.  McClellan,  Richard  Briggs,  Scribe  E., 
and  other  Companions  present  that  they  had  not  by  any 
means  lost  heart;  that  old  Niagara  Chapter  would  fight 
valiantly  to  regain  lost  ground,  and  from  my  personal 
knowledge  of  the  Companions  of  Niagara  Chapter  I  am 
,  quite  sure  that  they  will  make  every  effort. 

Wiixson  Chapter,  No.  64,  Weu,and. — I  paid  my 
official  visit  to  Willson  Chapter  on  April  10th,  at  their 
request,  it  being  their  annual  reunion.  A  very  large 
gathering  was  present.  I  saw  the  Royal  Arch  degree 
very  creditably  and  impressively  conferred  upon  a  dis- 
tinguished brother,  our  county  judge.  R.  E.  Comp. 
Cohoe,  the  First  Principal,  being  absent  on  military  ser- 
vice, the  First  Principal's  chair  was  ably  filled  by  R.  E. 
Comp.  Pettit,  the  work  otherwise  being  done  by  the  regu- 
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lar  officers  of  the  Chapter.  I  had  the  honor  of  present- 
ing, on  behalf  of  the  Chapter,  a  Past  Superintendent's 
jewel  to  R.  E.  Comp.  David  Ross,  a  veteran  who  has 
gained  the  reputation  of  never  being  weary  in  well-doing 
in  both  Craft  and  Capitular  Masonry.  The  banquet  held 
in  the  Guild  Hall  of  Holy  Trinity  Church  was  both  satis- 
fying and  instructive,  some  very  able  speakers  being 
present. 

I  also  had  the  pleasure  of  being  present  at  a  regular 
meeting,  September  30th,  when  I  saw  the  M.  M.  M. 
degree  conferred  in  a  very  able  and  nearly  correct  man- 
ner; some  slight  omissions  rectified.  Lieut. -Col.  Cohoe, 
the  First  Principal,  having  responded  to  his  country's 
call,  his  place  is  ably  filled  by  R.  E.  Comp.  Pettit.  This 
is  a  very  progressive  Chapter  and  its  prospects  are  par- 
ticularly bright. 

Mount  Nebo  Chapter,  No.  76,  Niagara  Falls. 
— Visited  officially  this,  my  mother  Chapter,  October  16th, 
and  was  duly  received  with  the  customary  honors.  The 
Royal  Arch  work  was  ably  and  correctly  conferred  on 
three  candidates,  and  entirely  by  the  officers  of  the  Chap- 
ter. E.  Comp.  Anderson,  First  Principal,  and  Comp. 
Frank  Le  Blond,  as  Principal  Sojourner,  being  especially 
commended  for  their  perfect  and  impressive  work.  This 
Chapter  is  growing  fast,  its  finances  extra  good,  its  mem- 
bership large,  although  I  am  sorry  to  report  that  for  a 
Chapter  of  150  members  its  attendance  is  far  below  what 
it  should  be,  and  the  very  capable  and  energetic  officers 
that  Mount  Nebo  has  been  fortunate  in  securing  these 
past  few  years  are  not  given  the  encouragement  they 
deserve.  I  am  under  great  obligations  to  Mount  Nebo 
Chapter  for  the  use  of  their  commodious  quarters  and 
for  their  liberality  in  entertaining  our  visiting  Compan- 
ions at  a  Chapter  of  Instruction.  A  word  of  commenda- 
tion is  due  to  E.  Comp.  F.  W.  Swannell,  one  of  the  most 
faithful  and  capable  Scribes  E.  that  ever  wielded  a  pen. 

McCallum  Chapter,  No.  29,  DunnvillE. — I  paid 
my  official  visit  to  this  Chapter  November  20th,  a  large 
number  of  Companions  being  present.     Saw  the  Royal 
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Arch  work  very  ably  exemplified  by  the  regular  officers, 
the  Principal  Sojourner  being  particularly  impressive. 
E.  Comp.  J.  E.  Yokem  and  his  officers  are  to  be  congratu- 
lated upon  their  ability  and  efficiency  in  conferring  this 
degree.  With  the  exception  of  a  very  minor  correction, 
their  work  was  most  perfectly  and  impressively  rendered. 
This  Chapter  should,  and  no  doubt  does,  feel  itself  under 
great  obligations  to  E.  Comp.  Parkes  for  the  enthusiastic 
interest  he  takes  in  the  Chapter  work.  A  very  pleasant 
hour  was  spent  at  the  banquet  table  in  the  Dunnville 
Club.  I  had  the  pleasure  of  conveying  the  greetings  of 
the  M.  E.  the  Grand  Z.  to  R.  E.  Comp.  Tipton,  an  octo- 
genarian, who  in  former  years  was  an  enthusiast  in  the 
work.  Comp.  Archibald  Cooper,  a  former  resident  of 
Dunnville,  and  said  to  have  been  the  oldest  Mason  in  the 
world,  has  recently  died.  I  feel  assured  that  MeCallum 
Chapter  will  still  continue  to  progress. 

Mount  Moriah  Chapter,  No.  19,  St.  Catharines. 
— On  November  27th  I  visited  this,  the  banner  Chapter 
of  the  district.  Being  so  centrally  located,  it  has  a  large 
field  to  draw  its  membership  from,  possessing  the  largest 
membership.  It  is  also  the  wealthiest.  Having  had  the 
benefit  and  assistance  of  so  many  able  and  brilliant  Past 
Superintendents,  the  work  of  this  Chapter,  in  the  smallest 
particular,  is  efficient  and  correct.  I  met  with  a  very  cor- 
dial reception  and  saw  the  M.  M.  M.  degree  very  ably 
and  correctly  conferred  by  the  officers,  the  Third  Prin- 
cipal presiding.  Adjourning  from  labor  to  refreshment, 
a  very  enjoyable  hour  was  spent  at  the  banquet  table. 
Scribe  E.  R.  E.  Comp.  Lindsay  is  the  personification  of 
promptness  and  celerity,  and  Scribes  E.  of  some  other 
Chapters  could  well  imitate  his  example. 

King  Hiram  Chapter,  No.  57,  Port  Colborne. — 
It  being  intimated  to  me  by  the  Grand  Scribe  E.  that  this 
Chapter  required  my  immediate  attention,  I  therefore,  on 
March  6th,  paid  them  a  fraternal  visit,  and  was  most 
agreeably  surprised  to  find  some  twenty  members  present 
to  meet  me,  and,  although  for  several  years  past  they 
have  been  in  deep  water,  by  united  effort  they  have  taken 
on  a  new  lease  of  life  and  are  now  in  a  fairly  prosperous 
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condition  The  Companions  have  handsome  and  commo- 
dious quarters,  with  all  debts  paid  and  a  surplus  of 
$100.00  in  the  treasury  Their  membership  is  increasing; 
four  applications  were  that  evening  presented,  two  for 
affiliation  and  two  for  exaltation,  besides  two  who  were 
exalted.  The  work  of  the  officers  in  the  Royal  Arch 
degree  I  found  extremely  good  and  conforming  in  almost 
every  particular  to  the  required  uniformity,  every  officer 
delivering  his  charges  with  more  than  usual  ability  and 
impressiveness.  Needless  to  say  they  received  my  fer- 
vent congratulations  and  encouragement  for  their  efforts 
in  revivification  and  my  hope  that  they  would  continue  in 
the  good  work. 

On  December  3rd  I  again  visited  this  Chapter  offi- 
cially and  found  that  out  of  a  total  membership  of  thirty 
twenty-two  were  present  to  greet  me.  I  again  saw  the 
Royal  Arch  degree  conferred  upon  candidates,  the  work 
being  well  and  ably  done.  By  a  previous  intimation  from 
me  the  usual  entertainment  was  dispensed  with  and  the 
money  donated  to  the  Patriotic  Fund  instead.  The  re- 
vival of  this  Chapter  is  no  doubt  due  to  the  combined 
efforts  of  E.  Comp.  Winn,  Scribe  E.  Matthews  and 
Companions  Captain  Johnston,  Rev.  C.  Smith,  Tuck  and, 
no  doubt,  others  whose  names  I  do  not  recall.  They  are 
certainly  to  be  congratulated  upon  their  efforts. 

Grimsby  Chapter,  No.  69,  Grimsby. — Officially  vis- 
ited Grimsby  Chapter  December  7th.  After  the  regular 
business  a  Lodge  of  M.  M.  M.  was  duly  opened  and  the 
degree  conferred  upon  a  candidate  in  a  very  correct  and 
exemplary  manner.  The  closing  charge  given  by  so  ven- 
erable a  Companion  as  Dr.  Milward,  one  of  the  oldest 
perhaps  in  the  district,  was  particularly  interesting  and 
affecting.  This  is  a  very  efficient  Chapter  and  the  only 
one  in  the  district  having  a  complete  Book  of  Marks, 
upon  which  fact  they  justly  pride  themselves.  Their 
strict  compliance  with  all  requirements  is,  no  doubt,  due 
to  having  as  a  constant  attendant  so  well-informed  and 
enthusiastic  a  veteran  as  R.  E.  Comp.  W.  Forbes,  as  well 
as  other  past  Superintendents,  notably  R.  E.  Comps.  A. 
E.  Phipps  and  W.  E.  Randall,  as  also  the  faithful  vet- 
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eran,  E.  Comp.  Cowan.    Grimsby  is  a  flourishing  Chapter 
and  their  hospitality  and  good-fellowship  proverbial. 

Hugh  Murray  Chapter,  No.  184,  Bridgeburg. — On 
December  8th  I  made  my  official  visit  to  this,  the  young- 
est Chapter  in  the  district.  They  having  previously  ad- 
vised me  that  they  would  have  no  work  on  hand,  I  notified 
them  that  1  would  expect  to  see  the  Royal  Arch  work 
exemplified,  and  they  very  graciously  complied  with  my 
request.  I  therefore  saw  the  Royal  Arch  degree  per- 
formed upon  two  of  their  young  members  in  a  very 
effective  and  correct  manner.  Although  the  youngest 
Chapter,  their  work  is  fully  equal  to  the  oldest.  I  was 
particularly  pleased  with  their  close  attention  to  details 
in  the  preparation  of  the  Chapter  to  confer  this  degree; 
some  of  our  Chapters  not  having,  or  are  otherwise  care- 
less in  dressing  the  Chapter  room  with  the  paraphernalia 
required.  There  are  only  39  members,  but  two-thirds 
were  present  on  this  occasion.  They  are  enthusiastic  in 
the  work  and  the  material  is  of  the  best,  and  under  the 
guidance  of  E.  Comp.  J.  W.  R.  Kee,  installed  First  Prin- 
cipal, with  the  assistance  of  other  able  and  faithful  past 
Principals,  notably  E.  Comp.  E.  J.  Jukes,  the  Rev.  Wm. 
Smythe,  Scribe  E.  North  and  others,  I  am  quite  certain 
this  Chapter  will  continue  in  its  prosperity. 

Chapter  of  Instruction. — On  December  16th  a 
Chapter  of  Instruction  was  held  in  the  commodious  quar- 
ters of  Mount  Nebo  Chapter,  No.  76,  at  Niagara  Falls, 
the  M.  E.  the  Grand  Z.  giving  us  the  inspiration  of  his 
presence,  as  also  R.  E.  Comp.  James  B.  Nixon,  the 
Grand  Lecturer.  The  attendance  on  the  whole  was  very 
good.  Willson  Chapter  of  Welland  turned  out  40  mem- 
bers and  McCallum  Chapter  of  Dunnville,  our  most  out- 
lying Chapter,  although  taking  two  days  of  their  time  to 
attend,  had  some  thirty  members  present.  Every  Chapter 
in  the  district  had  more  or  less  representation.  The  small 
attendance  of  our  local  members  at  the  afternoon  session 
was  somewhat  humiliating  to  the  officers  of  Mount  Nebo 
Chapter,  as  well  as  to  myself  as  a  member. 

A  lodge  of  M.  M.  M.  was  opened  at  3  p.m.  and  the 
degree  exemplified  by   the  officers  of  Willson   Chapter, 
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Welland,  in  a  very  able  and  creditable  manner,  and  only 
some  minor  criticisms  of  their  work  by  the  Grand  Lec- 
turer was  necessitated.  After  an  intermission  the  officers 
and  Companions  of  Mount  Nebo  Chapter  opened  a  lodge 
of  M.  E.  M.  and  conferred  that  degree  on  two  candidates. 
Their  attempt  to  embellish  the  degree  by  means  of  tab- 
leaux, etc.,  without  taking  any  liberties  with  the  ritual- 
istic work,  did  not,  at  least,  meet  with  the  disapproval  of 
the  M.  E.  the  Grand  Z.  or  the  Grand  Lecturer.  After 
the  close  of  this  degree  the  Companions  adjourned  to 
the  refectory,  where  a  repast  was  served  by  the  liberality 
of  Mount  Nebo  Chapter. 

At  7.30  the  Chapter  was  opened  in  the  Royal  Arch 
degree  by  the  officers  of  Mount  Nebo  Chapter.  The 
M.  E.  the  Grand  Z.,  the  Grand  Lecturer,  and  myself  as 
the  Grand  Superintendent,  were  formally  introduced  by 
R.  E.  Comps.  Ross  of  Welland  and  Burch  of  St.  Catha- 
rines, and  were  received  with  the  honors  due  the  M.  E. 
the  Grand  Z.  and  his  exalted  office.  The  officers  of  Me- 
Callum  Chapter  then  assumed  the  chairs  and  conferred 
the  degree  of  the  Holy  Royal  Arch  in  a  very  beautiful 
and  impressive  manner,  the  M.  E.  the  Grand  Z.  being 
pleased  to  compliment  them  upon  their  excellent  work, 
the  Grand  Lecturer  also  commending  them.  The  Grand 
Lecturer  gave  a  resume  of  the  secret  work  of  the  several 
degrees,  which  was  of  great  interest  and  instruction  to 
the  Companions  present.  The  Grand  Lecturer  R.  E. 
Comp.  Nixon  favored  the  Companions  with  a  most  edi- 
fying and  instructive  lecture  on  Capitular  Masonry, 
which  was  greatly  appreciated  and  enjoyed  by  all. 

The  M.  E.  the  Grand  Z.  spoke  for  some  length  on  the 
state  of  the  Royal  Craft  in  general,  calling  the  attention 
of  the  Companions  to  their  duties  as  Royal  Arch  Masons, 
etc.,  and  explaining  in  a  most  comprehensive  manner  the 
state  of  affairs  in  the  jurisdiction  at  large.  Needless  to 
say,  his  remarks  were  listened  to  with  profound  attention. 
The  sincere  thanks  and  gratitude  of  the  Companions  of 
the  district  were  tendered  to  the  M.  E.  the  Grand  Z.  for 
the  inspiration  of  his  presence  on  this  occasion,  as  also 
the  great  obligations  the  district  was  under  to  the  Grand 
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Lecturer   for  his  presence,  giving  us  the  benefit  of  his 
expert  knowledge  in  producing  uniformity  of  work. 

I  desire  to  express  the  great  obligation  I  am  under  to 
the  Companions  of  the  district  for  making  our  Chapter 
of  Instruction  so  great  a  success,  and  in  conclusion  I  wish 
also  to  thank  them  for  their  universal  kindness  and  con- 
sideration to  me  as  the  humble  representative  of  the 
M.  E.  the  Grand  Z. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

R.  F.  Carter, 
Grand  Supt.  Niagara  District,  No.  7. 
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TORONTO  DISTRICT,  No.  8. 

To  the  Most  Excellent  the  Grand  First  Principal  of  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  Canada: 

Dear  Str  and  Most  Excellent  Companion, — In 
discharging  my  duties  as  your  representative  in  the  capa- 
city of  District  Superintendent  of  Toronto  District,  No. 
8,  for  the  past  year,  I  beg  to  report  that  I  have  visited 
each  of  the  fourteen  Chapters  officially,  attended  numer- 
ous social  functions,  and  held  three  Chapters  of  Instruc- 
tion. 

The  results  of  my  official  visits  of  inspection  may  be 
briefly  summarized  in  the  general  statement  that  our 
Chapter  officials  without  exception  are  discharging  their 
duties  in  a  satisfactory  manner;  that  uniformity  in  the 
practice  of  our  rites  and  ceremonies  prevails ;  that  reason- 
able progress  has  been  made  in  nearly  all  the  Chapters, 
both  numerically  and  financially,  and  that  the  spirit  of 
harmony  and  optimism  is  everywhere  apparent  through- 
out the  jurisdiction. 

As  your  representative  I  have  everywhere  been  re- 
ceived with  the  utmost  cordiality  and  loyalty,  and  can 
assure  you  that  the  Grand  First  Principals  and  all  officials 
of  Grand  Chapter  are  held  in  high  regard  by  the  Com- 
panions of  this  district.  I  am  under  obligation  to  many 
of  our  distinguished  local  Companions  who  have  won 
Grand  Chapter  honors,  as  well  as  to  many  other  loyal 
Companions  for  their  assistance  and  support  accorded  to 
me  during  the  year,  in  order  to  make  my  official  visits 
productive  of  profitable  instruction  and  pleasurable  ser- 
vice to  the  Companions  in  attendance. 

The  district  in  general  is  under  obligation  to  the 
Excellent  Principals  and  officers  of  the  three  Chapters 
who  promptly  responded  to  my  request  to  prepare  for 
and  conduct  Chapters  of  Instruction.  Excellent  Com- 
panion First  Principal  J.  W.  Rogers  and  the  officers  oi 
the  Chapter  of  St.  Andrew  and  St.  John  exemplified  the 
M.  M.  degree  in  a  faultless  and  impressive  manner.  Ex- 
cellent First  Principal  W.  M.  Miskelly  and  his  staff  in 


128       GRAND  CHAPTER  OF  CANADA 

control  of  Toronto  Chapter,  No.  185,  worked  the  R.  A. 
degree  on  October  19th,  to  the  edification  and  satisfaction 
of  all  Companions  present.  Excellent  Companions  J. 
Frank  Foster,  First  Principal  of  King  Solomon's  Chap- 
ter, with  his  excellent  staff  of  officers,  gave  a  splendid 
rendering  of  the  M.  E.  M.  degree  and  showed  that,  while 
this  work  as  now  authorized  is  subject  to  some  criticism, 
it  is  capable  of  interpretation  that  makes  it  at  once  most 
instructive  and  interesting. 

As  the  statistics  for  the  district  are  summarized  in 
the  accompanying  table,  I  have  not  deemed  it  necessary 
to  specify  in  detail  any  additional  facts  relating  to  the 
individual  Chapters,  other  than  to  direct  attention  to  the 
excellent  record  made  this  year  by  Antiquity  Chapter, 
No.  91,  under  the  able  and  fostering  care  of  R.  E.  Comp. 
W.  Milne,  to  whom  we  are  much  indebted  for  his  untir- 
ing energy  and  active  service  in  advancing  the  interest  of 
Royal  Arch  Masonry  throughout  the  whole  district. 

It  is  gratifying  to  transfer  to  the  supervision  of  my 
successor  in  office  a  district  so  free  from  any  disrupting 
influences  or  conditions  which  mar  the  progress  of  any 
society  or  association,  and  one  so  full  of  the  spirit  of  fra- 
ternal good-will  and  determination  for  steady  develop- 
ment, which,  we  trust,  will  fully  prevail  until  time  shall 
be  no  more. 

Faithfully  and  fraternally  yours, 

W.  H.  Shaw, 
Grand  Supt.  Toronto  District,  No.  8. 
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GEORGIAN  DISTRICT,  No.  9. 

To  the  Most  Excellent  the  Grand  Z.,  Officers  and  Com- 
panions of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons 
of  Canada: 

It  is  with  pleasure  I  submit  my  report  as  Acting  Grand 
Superintendent  of  Georgian  District,  No.  9. 

Upon  the  outbreak  of  the  present  terrible  war  in 
Europe,  R.  E.  Comp.  R.  Raikes,  who  was  elected  Grand 
Superintendent  of  this  district  at  the  last  annual  Convo- 
cation of  Grand  Chapter,  immediately  volunteered  his 
services,  as  many  other  loyal  Canadians  have  done  and  are 
doing,  in  aid  of  the  Mother  Country,  and  he  having  been 
honored  with  the  appointment  of  surgeon  of  the  Fourth 
Infantry  Battalion  of  the  First  Overseas  Expeditionary 
Force,  I  was  asked  by  the  M.  E.  the  Grand  Z.  ito  assume 
his  duties  as  Grand  Superintendent  during  his  absence. 

It  has  been  both  pleasant  and  profitable  to  me  to  go 
over  the  district  again,  and  I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  report 
that  all  the  Chapters  have  been  visited  and  that  work  of 
an  exceptionally  high  order  has  been  done  by  the  officers 
of  the  several  Chapters  on  the  occasion  of  the  visit  of 
Grand  Chapter's  representative. 

Prosperity  and  harmony  abound  in  Georgian  District 
and  a  marked  improvement  is  noticed  in  some  of  the 
Chapters  since  I  last  had  the  honor  of  visiting  them. 

I  tried  to  discourage  the  holding  of  banquets  at  this 
particular  time  in  the  history  of  our  country  and  to  have 
the  funds  that  would  necessarily  be  used  for  that  purpose 
devoted  to  some  of  the  patriotic  schemes,  but  all  of  the 
Chapters  very  hospitably  entertained  your  representative 
on  the  occasion  of  his  visit,  and  Grand  River  Chapter, 
No.  70,  Bracebridge,  is  to  be  specially  commended  for  a 
cash  contribution  of  $50.00  to  the  Belgian  Fund,  and  on 
the  occasion  of  my  visit  to  this  Chapter  I  had  the  pleasure 
of  consecrating  their  rooms. 
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While  desiring  to  thank  all  the  officers  and  Compan- 
ions of  the  various  Chapters  for  their  kindness  and  con- 
sideration during  my  term  as  Acting  Grand  Superin- 
tendent, my  especial  thanks  are  due  R.  E.  Comp.  W.  H. 
Wright  of  Georgian  Chapter,  No.  65,  Owen  Sound,  and 
R.  E.  Comp.  J.  S.  Cameron  of  Amabel  Chapter,  No.  130, 
Wiarton. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

Alex.  Cowan, 
Acting  Grand  Supt.  Georgian  District,  No.  9. 
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ONTARIO  DISTRICT,  No.  10. 

To  the  M.  B.  the  Grand  Z.,  Officers  and  Companions  of 
Grand  Chapter,  R.  A.  M.,  of  Canada: 

M.  E.  Sir  and  Companions, — I  have  the  honor  to 
submit  herewith  my  report  of  the  condition  of  Capitular 
Masonry  in  Ontario  District,  No.  10,  for  the  past  year. 
The  district  comprises  twelve  Chapters,  and  at  the  time 
of  making  this  report  have  visited  all  Chapters  except 
one,  "King  Darius,"  Cannington.  It  is  a  pleasure  to 
report  that  in  all  my  official  visits  I  have  been  received 
most  cordially  as  the  humbler  representative  of  the  Grand 
First  Principal ;  that  peace  and  harmony  prevail  through- 
out the  district;  that  the  prospects  for  the  future  (with 
one  or  two  exceptions)  are  very  encouraging,  and  that 
all  the  presiding  officers  are  reported  as  being  able  to 
confer  the  several  degrees.  I  am  sorry  that,  owing  to 
sickness  in  my  family  in  the  early  part  of  the  year,  I 
was  unable  to  attend  to  the  business  of  arranging  for  a 
Chapter  of  Instruction,  and  later,  owing  to  being  done  up 
myself  and  the  general  depression  in  business  all  over  the 
district,  I  was  unable  to  hold  one,  and  I  trust  my  suc- 
cessor may  be  more  successful.  Of  the  work  throughout 
the  district  there  is  no  room  for  complaint.  The  attend- 
ance at  the  convocations  is  not  as  large  as  it  should  be. 
Examination  of  the  books  of  the  various  Chapters  satis- 
fied me  that  the  several  Companions  holding  the  office  of 
Scribe  E.  are  well  chosen.  In  the  majority  of  the  Chap- 
ter's in  the  district  there  are  a  few  Scribes  E.  who  hold 
the  office  who  appear  to  be  too  busy  to  give  it  the  atten- 
tion it  requires,  and  the  Chapter  is  the  loser.  To  those 
Chapters  I  would  suggest  that  a  change  be  made  in  that 
officer  when  he  has  held  it  long  enough  to  think  he  owns 
the  Chapter.     The  following  is  a  summary  of  my  visits : 

Ionic  Chapter,  No.  168,  Campbkllford. — I  made 
my  first  official  visit  to  this  Chapter  on  March  17th  and 
was  accompanied  by  R.  E.  Comp.  W.  S.  R.  Murch, 
Grand  H.,  this  date  being  the  fifth  anniversary  of  Ionic 
Chapter.  Two  candidates  were  exalted  to  the  R.  A. 
degree.     The  work  was  well  done  by  E.  Comp.  Watson 
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and  his  energetic  staff  of  officers;  indeed  there  was  no 
chance  for  criticism.  R.  E.  Comp.  Free  has  the  officers 
well  schooled  in  the  work.  After  the  Chapter  was  closed 
the  Companions  repaired  to  the  banquet  room,  where  a 
bounteous  repast  was  spread,  the  tables  being  gaily  deco- 
rated with  shamrock  and  the  necessary  for  holding  a 
regular  St.  Patrick  night.  Two  hours  or  more  were  spent 
in  song,  speech  and  recitations.  R.  E.  Comp.  Murch  gave 
a  very  pleasing  and  instructive  address  on  Capitular 
Masonry  and  the  work  of  Grand  Chapter  during  the 
past  year.  I  find  the  books  well  kept,  dues  are  well  paid, 
paraphernalia  fully  insured. 

Corinthian  Chapter,  No.  36,  Peterboro. — I  made 
my  official  visit  to  this  Chapter  on  September  25th.  I 
was  accompanied  by  E.  Comp.  Chas.  Davison,  Comps. 
Anderson,  Squires  and  Free.  Corinthian  Chapter  seems 
to  be  doing  business  in  the  right  way.*  Dinner  was  served 
in  the  Masonic  dining  room  at  6.45  p.m.,  at  which  a  large 
number  of  Companions  sat  down.  After  the  inner  man 
had  been  satisfied  a  pleasant  hour  was  spent,  interspersed 
with  song  and  speech.  When  the  Companions  repaired 
to  the  Chapter  room  the  Chapter  was  opened  in  the  R.  A. 
degree  at  8  p.m.,  and  after  the  routine  business  the  Chap- 
ter was  closed  in  a  very  impressive  manner.  A  lodge  of 
M.  E.  M.  was  then  opened  and  four  candidates  were 
received  and  acknowledged  as  M.  E.  Masters.  The  work 
is  done  by  E.  Comp.  Fowler  and  his  officers  in  a  very 
commendable  manner.  The  Scribe  E.,  R.  E.  Comp. 
Walkey,  is  the  right  man  in  the  right  place  and  assures 
me  the  Chapter  has  been  consecrated,  the  books  are  well 
kept,  and  dues  well  looked  after.  No  late  hours  at  this 
Chapter. 

St.  Andrew's  Chapter,  No.  139,  HavELOCk. — I  vis- 
ited this  Chapter  on  October  5th,  and  was  very  cordially 
received.  The  work  of  the  evening  was  the  conferring 
of  the  M.  M.  degree  and  the  M.  E.  M.  degree.  The  work 
in  the  M.  M.  M.  was  done  by  E.  Comp.  Primrose  and  in 
the  M.  E.  M.  by  E.  Comp.  Boylan,  Second  Principal,  the 
First  Principal  administering  the  obligation.  The  work 
in  both  degrees  was  very  satisfactory.     This  Chapter  is 
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doing  excellent  work.  The  attendance  was  not  very 
large,  but  the  Companions  present  were  very  enthusi- 
astic. 

Excelsior  Chapter,  No.  45,  Colborne. — I  visited 
this  Chapter  on  October  6th.  The  work  of  the  evening 
was  the  conferring  of  the  M.  M.  M.  degree  by  E.  Comp. 
Griffs  and  his  efficient  staff  of  officers  in  a  most  credit- 
able manner.  There  are  a  number  of  Past  Principals 
who  take  an  interest  in  this  Chapter,  which  is  one  of  the 
best  in  the  district.  E.  Comp.  Thorne,  S.  E.,  is  an  up-to- 
date  officer,  and  it's  a  pleasure  to  do  business  with  him. 

Warkworth  Chapter,  No.  no,  Warkworth. — I 
visited  this  Chapter  on  October  7th.  There  has  been  very 
little  work  done  in  this  Chapter  for  the  past  two  years. 
I  cannot  explain  why.  Fifteen  Companions  turned  out 
and  gave  me  a  very  cordial  reception  on  my  official  visit. 
E.  Comp.  Dr.  Black,  First  Principal,  having  removed 
from  Warkworth  to  Brighton,  has  left  the  Chapter  with- 
out a  head.  E.  Comp.  Hamilton,  P.Z.,  filled  the  chair  at 
this  meeting.  The  Chapter  was  opened  in  the  R.  A. 
degree  and,  there  being  no  work  but  the  ordinary  busi- 
ness, was  closed  again.  I  explained  that  with  the  num- 
ber of  Companions  present  the  Convocations  should  be 
more  regular.  The  Companions  expressed  a  desire  to  do 
better  in  the  future,  and  I  have  every  confidence  they 
will.  I  was  informed  the  prospects  for  candidates  were 
good. 

PrEsqu'Isle  Chapter,  No.  144,  Brighton. — I  visited 
this  Chapter  on  October  8th,  an  Emergent  Convocation 
being  called.  There  was  no  work  for  this  meeting.  E. 
Comp.  Lockwood  was  not  present,  being  unavoidably 
called  out  of  town.  The  Chapter  was  opened  by  E.  Comp. 
Morrow,  I.P.Z.,  and  after  the  business  was  transacted 
was  closed  in  a  very  creditable  manner,  showing  they  are 
taking  an  interest  in  the  work.  There  are  a  number  of 
Companions  removed  from  town,  which  reduces  the  at- 
tendance greatly. 

Victoria  Chapter,  No.  37,  Port  Hope.— I  visited 
this  Chapter  on  October  9th  and  was  right  royally  re- 
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ceived.  There  was  a  large  attendance  of  Victoria  Chap- 
ter and  a  number  of  Companions  from  St.  John's  Chapter, 
Cobourg.  The  work  of  the  R.  A.  degree  was  exemplified 
in  an  excellent  manner  by  E.  Comp.  Brown  and  staff  of 
officers.  There  are  some  very  efficient  officers  in  this 
Chapter,  and  with  the  prospects  in  view  I  predict  good 
results  for  Victoria  Chapter. 

Keystone  Chapter,  No.  35,  Whitby. — I  visited  this 
Chapter  on  October  16th.  The  attendance  was  not  large, 
owing,  no  doubt,  to  the  night  being  very  wet  and  dis- 
agreeable, and  the  first  Convocation  after  the  off  season. 
The  work  of  the  evening  being  the  conferring  of  the  M. 
E.  M.  degree,  the  work  was  done  in  a  very  creditable 
manner  by  E.  Comp.  Lawlor.  E.  Comp.  Huggard, 
though  near  the  four  score  mark,  assisted  in  the  work 
with  as  much  vim  as  the  youngest  officer  present. 

St.  John's  Chapter,  No.  48,  Cobourg. — I  visited  this 
Chapter  on  October  30th.  The  work  for  the  evening  was 
the  conferring  of  the  M.  M.  M.  degree.  This  Chapter 
had  three  candidates  balloted  for  advancement,  but  the 
candidate  for  the  evening  at  the  last  moment  decided  not 
to  take  the  degree.  A  substitute  was  put  in  his  place  and 
the  degree  conferred  in  a  very  creditable  manner.  No 
fault  could  be  found.  E.  Comp.  Hall  and  his  staff  of 
officers  seem  to  be  doing  their  best  to  have  the  work  per- 
fect. There  was  a  good  attendance,  R.  E.  Comp.  Sanders 
and  about  twenty-five  Companions  of  Victoria  Chapter, 
Port  Hope,  being  in  attendance. 

Pentalpha  Chapter,  No.  35,  Oshawa. — I  visited 
this  Chapter  on  November  3rd  and  was  very  cordially  re- 
ceived. This  Chapter  is  doing  good  work  and  has  made 
the  largest  gain  in  membership  of  any  Chapter  in  the 
district.  The  work  of  the  evening  was  the  conferring  of 
the  M.  E.  M.  degree.  The  work  was  well  done  by 
E.  Comp.  Bobe  and  his  efficient  officers.  This  I  consider 
one  of  the  best  Chapters  in  the  district.  E.  Comp.  Grier- 
son,  S.E.,  is  a  very  capable  and  prompt  officer  to  do  busi- 
ness with.  R.  E.  Comp.  Henery  takes  a  great  interest  in 
Pentalpha  Chapter. 
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Midland  Chapter,  No.  94,  Lindsay. — I  visited  this 
my  mother  Chapter  on  December  17th.  The  attendance 
was  not  large.  The  work  of  the  evening  was  the  exalta- 
tion of  three  candidates  to  the  R.  A.  degree.  The  work 
was  done  by  E.  Comp.  Davison,  who  I  had  the  honor  of 
installing  as  First  Principal.  E.  Comp.  Abbott  and  E. 
Comp.  Johnston  assisted  in  the  degree  work  owing  to  the 
absence  of  some  of  the  officers.  The  prospects  of  this 
Chapter  are  bright  and,  I  am  sure,  will  make  good  under 
the  leadership  of  E.  Comp.  Davison. 

In  closing  I  may  add  it  >is  my  intention  to  visit  King 
Darius  before  the  year  is  out  if  able.  I  notified  them  on 
October  1st  I  would  visit  their  Chapter  on  November  4th, 
but  was  asked  by  Scribe  E.  to  postpone  my  visit  until 
December,  owing  to  a  number  of  the  Companions  going 
hunting  and  it  would  leave  them  short  of  officers.  I 
arranged  to  go  in  December,  but  was  taken  sick  on 
November  10th  and  have  been  unable  to  do  anything 
since.  In  this  report  I  have  mentioned  refreshments 
only  at  two  Chapters.  I  might  add  that  a  banquet  was 
held  after  each  visit. 

In  conclusion,  I  desire  to  place  on  record  my  grati- 
tude to  the  Companions  of  the  district  for  the  great  honor 
and  confidence  placed  in  me  by  my  selection  to  the  office 
of  Grand  Superintendent,  and  for  the  many  kindnesses 
extended  to  me  by  the  officers  and  Companions  on  my 
visits  to  the  difTerent  Chapters. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

Jno.  J.  McMahon, 
Grand  Supt.  Ontario  District,  No.  10. 

Lindsay,  Ont.,  January  24th,  191 5. 
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PRINCE  EDWARD  DISTRICT,  No.  u. 

To  the  Most  Excellent  the  Grand  Z.,  Officers  and  Com- 
panions of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons 
of  Canada: 

Most  Excellent  Sir  and  Companions,— I  beg  to 
submit  herewith  my  report  on  the  condition  of  Capitular 
Masonry  in  Prince  Edward  District,  No.  It. 

I  have  visited  all  the  Chapters  in  the  district,  and  find 
the  exemplification  of  the  wprk  uniformly  good.  There 
is,  however,  a  lack  of  interest  apparent  in  many  of  the 
assistant  officers  that  cannot  fail  to  have  a  bad  effect  on 
the  attendance  of  the  Companions  generally.  In  one 
Chapter,  for  instance,  the  Principal  Sojourner  had  failed 
to  attend  a  single  meeting  since  his  election.  This  can 
easily  be  overcome  by  exercising  more  care  in  the  selec- 
tion of  the  officers.  Many  Chapters  also  have  fallen  into 
the  habit  of  not  opening  their  convocations  till  an  hour 
or  more  after  the  time  stated  in  the  summons.  I  hope  the 
coming  year  will  see  an  improvement  in  both  these  mat- 
ters, and  feel  confident  that  such  improvement  will  do 
much  towards  furthering  the  interests  of  Capitular  Mas- 
onry in  the  district. 

This  district  is  too  small,  having  only  six  Chapters, 
while  Ontario  District,  to  the  west,  has  twelve.  I  have 
endeavored  to  secure  a  redistribution  by  which  three 
Chapters  would  be  transferred  from  Ontario  to  Prince 
Edward.  At  present  the  assent  of  all  of  the  three  Chap- 
ters in  question  has  not  been  secured,  but  I  hope  it  will 
be  satisfactorily  arranged  before  the  next  Convocation  of 
Grand  Chapter. 

The  financial  affairs  of  the  district  are  now  on  a 
sound  basis.  The  cost  of  the  Grand  Superintendent's 
regalia  and  the  expenses  of  Chapter  of  Instruction  being 
shared  by  each  Chapter  in  proportion  to  membership. 

r  have  strongly  advocated  in  every  Chapter  that  papers 
and  addresses  on  Masonic  subjects  should  be  given  at 
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every  fourth  degree,  and  where  this  custom  is  followed 
it  is  markedly  increasing  the  interest  and  attendance  of 
the  Companions. 

Chapter  of  Instruction — On  October  14th  I  held 
a  Chapter  of  Instruction  in  Stirling  under  the  auspices  of 
Keystone  Chapter,  No.  72.  On  this  occasion  the  district 
was  honored  by  the  presence  of  M.  E.  Comp.  Judge 
Maewatt,  Grand  Z.,  and  R.  E.  Comp.  W.  S.  R.  Murch, 
Grand  H.  In  the  afternoon  Madoc  Chapter  exemplified 
the  M.  M.  M.  degree  and  Keystone  Chapter  the  M.  E.  M. 
In  the  evening,  when  the  attendance  was  particularly 
good,  Mount  Sinai  Chapter  worked  the  R.  A.  degree. 
The  work  throughout  was  good,  and  each  degree  was 
followed  by  discussion  and  questions.  A  banquet  closed 
a  memorable  day  in  the  history  of  Keystone  Chapter. 

Prince  Edward  Chapter,  No.  31,  Picton. — I  visited 
this  Chapter  officially  on  October  5th,  when  E.  Comp. 
Tobey  exemplified  the  M.  E.  M.  degree  in  an  excellent 
manner.  The  records  and  dues  are  well  looked  after  by 
Comp.  Graydon,  a  most  capable  Scribe  E.  A  little  more 
care  in  the  selection  of  assistant  officers  who  would  at- 
tend to  their  duties  more  regularly  would,  I  am  sure,  be 
of  much  benefit  to  this  Chapter. 

St.  Mark's  Chapter,  No.  26,  Trenton. — On 
November  3rd  I  was  heartily  welcomed  to  this  Chapter 
by  the  First  Principal,  R.  E.  Comp.  Spencer,  who  seems 
untiring  in  his  efforts  to  forward  the  interests  of  Mas- 
onry, whether  in  the  Blue  Lodge,  Chapter  or  Preceptory. 
The  annual  election  of  officers  was  followed  by  a  par- 
ticularly good  exemplification  of  the  M.  E.  M.  degree. 
R.  E.  Comp.  Siddall  makes  a  most  efficient  Scribe  E.,  and 
his  various  duties  are  well  attended  to. 

Mt.  Sinai  Chapter,  No.  44,  Napanee. — I  made  my 
official  visit  to  Mt.  Sinai  on  November  4th.  There  being 
no  candidate  present,  I  did  not  ask  for  the  exemplifi- 
cation of  any  work,  as  I  had  so  recently  seen  E.  Comp. 
Shorey  put  on  the  R.  A.  in  a  very  capable  manner  at  the 
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Chapter  of  Instruction.  The  books  are  well  kept  by  R.  E. 
Comp.  Walters.  A  very  pleasant  4th  degree  brought  the 
evening  to  a  close. 

Moira  Chapter,  No.  7,  Belleville. — I  visited  Moira 
Chapter  on  December  1st,  where  I  was  welcomed  by  a 
large  number  of  Companions.  After  the  election  of 
officers  E.  Comp.  Carr  conferred  the  R.  A.  degree  in  a 
very  pleasing  manner.  The  books  were  all  in  good  con- 
dition except  the  Marks  Book,  which  I  was  told  had  been 
lost.  There  is  not  enough  attention  given  here  to  the 
collection  of  dues,  or  rather  to  suspension  for  non-pay- 
ment of  dues.  There  can  be  no  possible  excuse  for 
nearly  50  per  cent,  of  the  members  being  12  months  in 
arrears.  This  is  a  burden  the  active  members  should  not 
be  asked  to  carry.  The  remedy  is  in  their  own  hands 
and  should  be  used. 

Madoc  Chapter,  No.  161,  Madoc. — A  small  attend- 
ance greeted  me  at  Madoc  on  December  8th.  As  there 
was  no  work  to  be  done,  E.  Comp.  Morrice,  assisted  by 
some  of  the  regular  officers  and  two  past  First  Prin- 
cipals, opened  and  closed  in  the  three  degrees  in  a  satis- 
factory manner.  This  Chapter  is  having  a  hard  struggle 
for  existence  owing  to  the  poor  support  it  receives  from 
the  local  blue  lodge,  but  much  credit  should  be  given  to 
the  few  whose  enthusiasm  keeps  it  alive.  I  trust  their 
perseverance  will  receive  the  reward  it  merits  in  the  near 
future.  Comp.  Hill  had  his  books  in  good  shape,  but  here 
too  I  find  over  50  per  cent,  of  the  members  12  months  or 
more  in  arrears.  In  fact  this  Chapter  is  still  carrying 
several  charter  members  who  have  not  paid  one  cent  of 
dues  since  the  Chapter  was  instituted  some  seven  or 
eight  years  ago.  A  thorough  pruning  of  all  this  dead 
wood  and  an  energetic  seeking  for  new  material  will,  I 
feel  sure,  provide  the  necessary  impetus  to  place  this 
Chapter  where  it  should  be — among  the  best. 

Keystone  Chapter,  No.  72,  Stirling. — This,  my 
mother  Chapter,  I  have  visited  at  every  convocation 
through  the  year.  My  official  visit  was  made  on  Decem- 
ber 30th.     There  was  no  work,  but  the  officers  are  all 
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capable  and  enthusiastic  and  the  records  well  kept.  The 
financial  condition  is  particularly  good,  there  being  only 
one  member  12  months  in  arrears  and  only  $43.50  out- 
standing dues.  This  Chapter  is,  however,  one  of  the 
worst  offenders  in  the  district  in  the  lateness  of  the  hour 
of  opening,  and  I  sincerely  trust  that  a  marked  improve- 
ment will  be  made  in  the  coming  year. 

In  conclusion,  I  wish  to  thank  the  Companions  for  the 
honor  they  conferred  on  me  by  electing  me  to  the  high 
office  of  Grand  Superintendent,  and  also  for  the  uniform 
courtesy  and  kindness  with  which  I  have  been  received 
throughout  the  district. 


\-v 


Fraternally  submitted, 

James  McC.  Potts, 
Grand  Supt.  Prince  Bdward  District,  No.  11. 


Stirling,  Ont. 
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ST.  LAWRENCE  DISTRICT,  No.  12. 

To  the  Most  Excellent  the  Grand  Z.}  Officers  and  Com- 
panions of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons 
of  Canada: 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith  my  report  on  the 
condition  of  Capitular  Masonry  in  this  district  for  the 
year  19 14.  I  wish  to  thank  the  Companions  for  the  honor 
conferred  on  me  by  appointing  me  to  the  position  of 
Grand  Superintendent,  and  to  tender  my  apology  to  the 
Chapters  to  whom  I  was  unable  to  pay  a  personal  visit. 
My  unexpected  removal  to  Ottawa  in  the  summer  caused 
much  inconvenience  in  my  work,  and  I  feel  that  to  those 
Companions  whom  I  was  unable  to  visit  the  loss  was  not 
so  great  as  it  was  to  myself  personally.  It  is  pleasing  to 
report  that  a  number  of  the  Chapters  have  signified  their 
appreciation  of  the  action  of  those  of  their  members  who 
have  joined  the  overseas  contingents  by  remitting  their 
dues  for  such  time  as  they  may  be  absent  in  defence  of 
the  Empire. 

Sussex  Chapter,  No.  59,  and  St.  Lawrence  Chap- 
ter, No.  100,  BrockviIvLE. — My  visit  to  these  Chapters 
was  paid  on  November  20th. 

These  two  Chapters  are  in  a  very  healthy  condition, 
and  as  the  dues  are  paid  in  the  winter  months  and  not  in 
advance,  the  amounts  of  dues  outstanding  are  not  as  bad 
as  they. appear  to  be.  There  is  room  for  improvement, 
however. 

A  Chapter  of  Instruction  for  the  District  was  held  in 
the  afternoon  and  evening  of  this  date,  and  was  honored 
by  the  presence  of  M.  E.  Comp.  Macwatt,  the  Grand 
First  Principal ;  R.  E.  Comp.  Murch,  Grand  Second  Prin- 
cipal, and  other  members  of  Grand  Chapter. 

In  the  afternoon  St.  John's  Chapter,  of  Morrisburg, 
exemplified  the  M.  M.  M.  degree,  and  Sussex  and  St. 
Lawrence  Chapters  of  Brockville  the  M.  E.  M.  degree, 
and  in  the  evening  Ancient  Frontenac  and  Cataraqui 
Chapter  worked  the  R.  A.   degree.     The  work  in  each 
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degree  was  of  a  high  order,  and  the  thanks  of  the  Com- 
panions are  due  to  the  Chapters  who  took  part  in  the 
work,  as  well  as  to  the  Brockville  Chapter,  who  attended 
to  the  details  of  the  work  and  of  the  banquet  which 
closed  the  proceedings. 

Ancient  Frontenac  and  Cataraqui  Chapter,  No- 
i,  Kingston. — The  visit  I  had  arranged  to  pay  to  this 
Chapter  had  to  be  cancelled,  as  the  train  in  which  I  left 
Ottawa  was  stalled  and  I  was  unable  to  make  connections. 
However,  I  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  their  work  at  the 
Chapter  of  Instruction,  and  this,  together  with  my  per- 
sonal knowledge  of  the  Companions  of  this  good  old 
Chapter,  assures  me  that  all  is  going  well  with  them. 

Leeds  Chapter,  No.  132,  Gananooue. — R.  E.  Comp. 
A.  B.  Munro  was  kind  enough  to  take  my  place  in  visit- 
ing this  Chapter.  The  prevailing  stringency  has  pre- 
vented this  Chapter  from  making  their  usual  progress 
during  the  past  year,  but  the  Companions  are  not  at  all 
downhearted,  and  prospects  look  somewhat  brighter  for 
the  coming  year.  They  have  beautiful  and  roomy  quar- 
ters and  an  enthusiastic  membership,  and  everything  looks 
well  for  the  future. 

Maitland  Chapter,  No.  68,  North  Augusta. — This 
for  a  small  Chapter  shows  a  good  year's  progress.  On 
the  night  chosen  for  my  visit  the  roads  Droved  to  be 
almost  impassable  and  I  was  unable  to  be  with  them. 
The  Scribe  E.  has  his  work  well  in  hand,  and  I  know  the 
First  Principal,  E.  Comp.  J.  B.  Love,  to  be  fully  conver- 
sant with  his  work,  so  that  the  future  of  this  Chapter  is 
assured  for  some  time  to  come. 

St.  John's  Chapter,  No.  112,  Morrisburg. — My 
visit  to  this  Chapter  was  paid  on  the  evening  of  Decem- 
ber nth.  This  Chapter,  as  usual,  is  doing  excellent  work, 
due  in  a  great  measure  to  the  leadership  of  the  First 
Principal,  E.  Comp.  Ashton,  ably  assisted  by  a  Scribe  E. 
than  whom  there  is  none  better,  Comp.  Herring.  The 
enthusiasm  of  the  members  is  shown  by  the  fact  that 
some  of  them  drive  thirty  miles  and  seldom  miss  a  meet- 
ing.    I  was  sorry  to  miss  the  genial  countenance  of  R.  E. 
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Comp.  Davy,  who  was  laid  aside  by  illness,  but  glad  to 
know  that  reports  of  his  progress  were  encouraging.  A 
hospitable  lot  of  fellows  they  are,  and  my  visit  was  most 
enjoyable. 

Covenant  Chapter,  No.  113,  Cornwall. — My  visit 
to  this  Chapter  was  paid  on  November  13th,  one  of  the 
stormiest  nights  of  the  year,  notwithstanding  which  there 
was  a  very  good  attendance.  R.  E.  Comp.  Hamilton,  my 
immediate  predecessor,  is  a  member  of  this  Chapter,  and, 
needless  to  say,  things  are  attended  to  in  a  very  business- 
like manner.  Comp.  Ridley  has  had  charge  of  the  books 
of  the  Chapter  for  many  years,  and  is  evidently  an  expert 
collector,  there  being  only  seven  dollars  dues  outstand- 
ing for  the  current  year.  The  Scribes  E.  of  some  of  the 
other  Chapters  would  do  well  to  follow  his  example  in 
this  regard.  A  very  pleasant  hour  was  spent  after  the 
Chapter  work  at  the  banquet  table. 

GrEnvillE  Chapter,  No.  22,  Prescott. — R.  E. 
Comp.  Nichols  was  good  enough  to  visit  this  Chapter 
for  me  on  January  12th  and  instal  the  officers  for  the 
ensuing  year.  He  reports  that  this  Chapter,  which  has 
been  in  poor  condition  for  a  year  or  two,  is  now  in  much 
better  shape  and  is  expecting  a  prosperous  year.  The 
amount  of  outstanding  dues  has  been  very  materially 
decreased,  there  are  prospects  of  adding  a  number  of 
new  members  during  the  current  year,  the  members  are 
working  harmoniously,  and  matters  generally  have  a 
much  brighter  appearance. 

All  of  which  is  fraternally  submitted. 

J.  W.  Forbes, 
Grand  Supt.  St.  Lawrence  District,  No.  12. 
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OTTAWA  DISTRICT,  No.  13. 

To  the  Most  Excellent  the  Grand  Z.,  Officers  and  Com- 
panions of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons 
of  Canada: 

I  have  the  honor  to  present,  as  Grand  Superintendent 
of  Ottawa  District,  No.  13,  the  report  on  the  condition 
of  Capitular  Masonry  in  that  district  for  the  year  1914. 
At  the  outset  I  wish  to  tender  my  thanks  to  those  who 
selected  me  for  the  office,  and  also  to  all  officers  and  Com- 
panions of  the  various  Chapters  in  the  district  for  the 
kindness  with  which  they  received  me  on  the  occasions 
of  my  visits  to  them.  As  to  the  condition  of  affairs  at 
the  end  of  the  year,  I  may  say  that  I  am  able  to  report 
definite  progress  both  as  to  membership  and  financial 
matters.  During  the  year  1914  the  district  showed  an 
increase  in  membership  of  49,  as  compared  with  a  de- 
crease in  the  year  preceding  of  11.  As  to  members  12 
months  in  arrears,  the  number  has  decreased  from  132 
in  1913  (which  does  not  take  into  account  the  38  in  one 
Chapter,  all  of  whom  were  in  arrears),  to  88,  which 
figure,  I  may  say,  includes  figures  from  the  Chapter 
mentioned,  all  of  whom  are  paid  up  with  no  arrears.  The 
true  spirit  of  Masonry  everywhere  seems  evident,  and  I 
am  glad  to  say  that  not  the  slightest  evidence  of  any  in- 
ternal discord  was  seen  in  any  of  the  Chapters  in  the 
jurisdiction.  A  very  successful  Chapter  of  Instruction 
was  held  in  Ottawa,  in  the  new  Masonic  Temple,  on 
November  20th,  when  we  had  the  honor  of  entertaining 
the  M.  E.  the  Grand  Z.,  and  enjoying  an  address  from 
him  on  matters  pertaining  to  the  Grand  Chapter. 

Taking  the  Chapters  in  detail  as  visited,  I  may  begin 
with  , 

St.  John's  Chapter,  No.  148,  Vankleek  Hill. — I 
visited  here  on  May  1st,  and  was  accorded  a  very  kindly, 
indeed  a  sumptuous  welcome.  The  officers  are  well 
versed  in  the  work,  the  Scribe  E.  is  very  much  alive  to 
his  duties,  and  the  Chapter  is  generally  prosperous.  Its 
growth  is  steady,  healthy  expansion,  and  I  am  sure  that 
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prospects  can  be  nothing  but  bright.  The  Chapter  meets 
in  the  Blue  room,  where  there  are  some  very  interesting 
relics  in  the  way  of  furniture  formerly  belonging  to  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Ireland. 

Glengarry  Chapter,  No.  143,  Maxville. — This,  my 
home  Chapter,  I  visited  officially  on  September  25th,  but 
the  expected  candidate  did  not  attend,  so  I  had  not  the 
opportunity  of  seeing  the  work  exemplified  that  evening. 
However,  I  saw  it  done  several  times  during  the  year,  and 
found  it  satisfactory.  This  Chapter  has  too  much  out- 
standing in  the  way  of  dues,  and  I  would  advise  a  whole- 
sale weeding-out  during  the  coming  year,  unless  condi- 
tions improve.  Taken  in  comparison  with  the  remaining 
Chapters  of  the  jurisdiction,  this  is  the  weak  Chapter, 
and  I  would  commend  it  to  the  consideration  of  the  new 
Grand  Superintendent  as  one  needing  encouragement. 
The  staff  of  officers  elected  for  191 5  are  efficient  and 
energetic. 

St.  Francis  Chapter,  No.  133,  Smith's  Falls. — 
This  is  an  energetic  Chapter,  with  officers  and  Compan- 
ions earnest  and  enthusiastic.  I  visited  here  on  Septem- 
ber 18th,  saw  the  M.  M.  M.  faultlessly  exemplified,  and 
was  royally  entertained.  I  also  took  occasion  while 
there  to  present  R.  E.  Comp.  Clark  Nicholls  with  the 
regalia  of  rank  presented  by  the  district.  He  is  a  tower 
of  strength  to  the  Chapter.  Prospects  are  bright  in 
Smith's  Falls. 

Maple  Chapter,  No.  116,  Carleton  Place. — I  vis- 
ited here  on  October  5th,  and  found  the  Companions  and 
officers  in  very  comfortable  rooms.  The  Masonic  bodies 
own  their  own  building  and  are  most  comfortable.  The 
exemplification  of  the  work  was  well  done,  the  books  well 
kept,  and  general  conditions  very  gratifying  indeed. 

Carleton  Chapter,  No.  16,  Ottawa. — This  pros- 
perous and  progressive  Chapter  I  had  the  pleasure  of 
officially  visiting  on  the  20th  of  November,  when  the 
Chapter  of  Instruction  was  held  in  Ottawa.  M.  E.  Comp. 
Macwatt  favored  us  with  his  presence,  as  well  as  R.  E. 
Comp.   Forbes,  Grand   Superintendent  of   St.   Lawrence 
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District.  On  this  occasion  the  M.  M.  M.  degree  was 
exemplified  by  Bonnechere  Chapter,  the  M.  E.  M.  by 
Carleton  Chapter,  and  the  R.  A.  degree  by  St.  Francis 
Chapter.  All  work  was  done  in  very  gratifying  manner 
and  called  forth  the  praise  of  the  M.  E.  the  Grand  Z. 
Carleton  Chapter  entertained  the  visiting  Companions  in 
a  very  handsome  manner,  and  once  more  added  laurels  to 
their  reputation  in  that  respect. 

Granite  Chapter,  No.  6i,  Almonte. — On  Decem- 
ber ioth  I  had  the  pleasure  of  visiting  this  Chapter,  which 
has  not  increased  much  in  late  years  in  point  of  numbers, 
but  which  holds  its  meetings  regularly  and  grows  stead- 
ily if  slowly.  The  officers  are  efficient,  the  attending 
Companions  (most  of  whom  live  in  the  town)  earnest, 
and  the  books  well  kept.  I  predict  a  revival  in  point  of 
numbers  before  long,  as  the  faithfulness  of  those  attend- 
ing will  certainly  be  rewarded.  I  saw  the  M.  M.  M.  ex- 
emplified quite  satisfactorily,  and  saw  the  election  of 
officers  for  the  year  191 5.  A  little  bit  of  encouragement 
to  the  officers  is  all  that  is  wanted  here  to  increase  the 
numbers. 

Laurentian  Chapter,  No.  151,  Pembroke. — This 
Chapter,  which  was  revived  last  year,  was  a  source  of 
considerable  worry  to  me  until  I  was  able  to  visit  it,  as 
I  had  heard  rumors  that  it  was  not  in  good  condition 
and  apt  to  die  of  inanition  at  any  time.  I  managed  to 
visit  it  officially  on  December  17th,  and  was  most  agree- 
ably surprised  to  find  that  the  condition  of  affairs  had 
been  magnified  and  distorted  greatly.  The  Chapter  is  the 
only  one  in  the  district  which  has  no  one  in  arrears  12 
months  (indeed,  almost  all  Companions  are  paid  in  ad- 
vance for  1915),  and  the  membership  has  increased  25 
per  cent,  during  the  year,  there  being  11  candidates  ad- 
mitted. The  officers  know  their  work,  and  conditions  are 
satisfactory.  The  Chapter  meets  regularly,  there  having 
been  10  meetings  during  the  year.  Certain  changes  will 
be  necessary  during  the  coming  year,  but  I  can  speak  of 
the  prospects  of  this  Chapter  as  good. 

Bonnechere  Chapter,  No.  114,  Renfrew. — This 
prosperous  and  progressive  Chapter  was  visited  by  me  on 
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December  21st,  being  the  last  official  visit  I  made.  And 
I  must  say  that  from  a  satisfactory  point  of  view  it  was 
a  fitting  close  to  my  official  year.  The  Companions  were 
kindness  itself,  entertained  me  royally  both  in  and  out  of 
Chapter,  and  I  shall  long  remember  my  visit  to  Renfrew 
and  the  Companions  of  Bonnechere  Chapter.  The  work 
was  excellently  exemplified,  the  Scribe  E.  alive  to  his 
duties,  and  the  air  of  prosperity  everywhere  noticeable. 
Following  the  meeting  a  banquet  was  held  in  the  new 
Hotel  Renfrew,  and  an  hour  spent  in  social  intercourse. 
I  am  sure  that  Renfrew  will  maintain  its  reputation 
Masonically  for  many  years  to  come. 

And  now  my  Masonic  year  is  spent  so  far  as  my  offi- 
cial capacity  of  Grand  Superintendent  is  concerned,  and 
I  wish  to  state  the  fact  that  it  was  the  happiest  year  of 
my  life.  Meeting  the  Companions  both  officially  and 
socially  was  a  pleasure  to  me  from  one  end  of  the  year 
to  the  other,  and  I  trust  that  it  may  not  have  been  spent 
in  vain.  During  the  coming  year  I  expect  to  be  away  on 
military  duty,  but  I  can  look  back  on  1914  with  the  satis- 
faction that  I  met  nothing  but  kindness  and  considera- 
tion from  the  Royal  Arch  Masons  in  the  district  on  all 
occasions.  In  this  report  I  have  refrained  purposely  from 
mentioning  names  except  where  it  was  absolutely  neces- 
sary, as  the  officers  all  seemed  so  earnest  and  efficient 
that  it  would  be  unfair  to  single  any  particular  ones  out 
for  special  mention.  I  hope  that  even  the  most  efficient 
Chapters  will  understand  this  and  not  be  disappointed  if 
some  of  their  very  capable  officers  are  not  specifically 
mentioned  herein. 

All  of  which  is  fraternally  submitted, 

J.  Howard  Munro,  M.D., 
Grand  Supt.  Ottazva  District,  No.  13. 
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ALGOMA  DISTRICT,  No.  14. 

To  the  Most  Excellent  the  Grand  Z.,  Officers  and  Com- 
panions of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons 
of  Canada: 

Most  Excellent  Sir  and  Companions, — I  have  the 
honor  to  submit  herewith  my 'report  on  the  condition  of 
Capitular  Masonry  in  Algoma  District,  No.  14,  for  the 
year  1914. 

I  desire  to  take  this  opportunity  of  expressing  my  ap- 
preciation of  the  honor  conferred  upon  me  in  electing  me 
Grand  Superintendent  of  this  district.  It  is  a  pleasure  to 
report  that  in  all  my  official  visits  I  have  been  received 
and  entertained  most  cordially ;  that  peace  and  harmony 
reign  throughout  the  district ;  that  the  progress  made  dur- 
ing the  year  generally  speaking  has  been  most  gratifying, 
showing  an  increase  in  membership  of  49;  and  that  the 
prospects  of  the  future  are  very  good.  I  am  also  pleased 
to  report  that  all  the  presiding  officers  are  able  to  confer 
the  several  degrees.  In  my  visitations  I  impressed  upon 
each  Chapter  the  importance  of  being  faithful  to  the 
mandates  of  the  Grand  Chapter  and  the  necessity  of  the 
prompt  returns  to  the  Grand  Scribe  E. 

Fort  William  Chapter,  No.  140,  Fort.  William. — 
I  paid  my  official  visit  to  this  Chapter  on  the  night  of  the 
17th  of  November,  at  an  emergent  convocation,  when  the 
Royal  Arch  degree  was  conferred  by  E.  Comp.  E.  E. 
Wood  and  his  officers,  assisted  by  R.  E.  Comp.  Geo.  A. 
Grant.  This  degree  was  exemplified  in  a  most  excellent 
manner  in  every  particular,  and  I  have  no  hesitancy  in 
saying  that  I  have  never  seen  it  done  better.  The  work 
of  the  P.  S.  by  Comp.  J.  H.  Neeland  was  a  treat.  The 
Scribe  E.  is  a  most  genial  Companion,  and  has  his  books 
in  excellent  shape.  There  was  a  very  large  attendance  of 
members  on  this  occasion,  and  I  spent  a  very  profitable 
and  pleasant  evening  with  my  Companions  at  Fort  Wil- 
liam. This  Chapter  has  made  a  large  gain  during  the 
year,  having  increased  its  membership  by  26. 
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Shuniah  Chapter,  No.  82,  Port  Arthur. — I  vis- 
ited this  Chapter  on  the  evening  of  the  18th  of  November 
at  their  regular  convocation.  There  was  a  good  turnout 
of  members,  including  R.  E.  Comp.  J.  W.  Morgan,  R.  E. 
Comp.  Col.  Ray  and  R.  E.  Comp.  Geo.  A.  Grant.  There 
being  no  candidate,  I  had  the  E.  Comp.  First  Principal 
exemplify  certain  parts  of  the  degrees,  and  I  am  satisfied 
that  the  work  of  Shuniah  Chapter  is  performed  in  a 
creditable  and  impressive  manner.  The  hall  in  which 
this  Chapter  has  its  home  is  the  finest  I  have  seen  in  this 
country,  the  appointments  being  particularly  comfort- 
able and  convenient.  At  the  conclusion  of  the  meeting 
a  very  pleasant  hour  was  spent  in  social  intercourse.  I 
examined  the  books  of  the  Chapter  and  found  them  in 
excellent  shape,  and  I  consider  Shuniah  Chapter  very 
fortunate  in  having  Comp.  A.  M.  Frank  as  their  Scribe  E. 

Albertan  Chapter,  No.  152,  Fort  Frances. — I  vis- 
ited this  Chapter  on  the  evening  of  the  20th  of  November 
and  spent  a  pleasant  evening  with  the  Companions.  They 
had  no  candidates  for  advancement,  but  four  petitions 
for  membership  were  read  at  the  meeting.  The  evening 
was  spent  in  exemplifying  some  of  the  work  in  the  differ- 
ent degrees,  and  I  am  pleased  to  say  that  the  few  Com- 
panions they  have  seem  to  be  well  versed  in  the  work. 
This  Chapter  has  rather  an  uphill  road  to  travel,  it  having 
only  a  comparatively  small  number  of  Masons  to  draw 
from.  E.  Comp.  J.  P.  Wright,  E.  Comp.  D.  J.  Gillon  and 
E.  Comp.  J.  P.  Holland,  however,  are  quite  enthusiastic, 
and  I  wish  them  every  success. 

Atwood  Chapter,  No.  149,  Rainy  River. — I  visited 
this  Chapter  on  Saturday  evening,  November  21st,  at  an 
emergent  convocation.  The  evening  was  profitably  spent 
in  the  exemplification  of  the  work.  E.  Comp.  J.  Loft- 
house,  the  First  Principal,  is  quite  an  efficient  and  very 
enthusiastic  Companion.  This  Chapter,  too,  has  quite  a 
proposition  to  face.  While  its  membership  is  still  quite 
large,  it  has  only  very  few  Masons  to  draw  from,  and 
many  of  its  members  have  been  obliged  to  leave  to  obtain 
employment  elsewhere,  which  will  eventually  affect  the 
Chapter  materially. 
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Golden  Chapter,  No.  90,  Kenora. — I  paid  my  offi- 
cial visit  to  this,  my  home  Chapter,  at  their  regular  con- 
vocation in  December.  There  was  a  very  large  turnout, 
with  every  officer  in  his  place.  The  election  of  officers 
was  the  principal  business  of  the  evening  and  occupied 
considerable  length  of  time,  owing  to  the  keen  but 
friendly  contest  for  almost  every  elective  office.  This, 
I  think,  shows  the  interest  that  is  being  taken  in  this 
Chapter.  I  attended  several  meetings  of  the  Chapter 
during  the  year  and  saw  all  the  degrees  worked.  E. 
Comp.  T.  J.  Cherry  as  First  Principal,  with  the  assistance 
of  E.  Comp.  H.  S.  Galloway  and  E.  Comp.  A.  I.  Katz  as 
Second  and  Third  Principals,  is  to  be  congratulated  on 
the  work  done  during  the  year.  This  Chapter  is  fortu- 
nate in  having  R.  E.  Comp.  Judge  Chappie  and  E.  Comps. 
McColl,  Brenchly  and  Whittaker  always  on  hand,  who 
are  particularly  able  and  willing  to  assist  at  all  times  in 
the  work  of  the  Chapter.  Golden  Chapter  is  in  very  good 
financial  standing,  having  an  asset  of  almost  $25  per 
member,  which,  T  think,  ranks  very  high  in  this  whole 
Grand  Jurisdiction.  While  the  arrears  of  dues  seem 
high,  I  find  in  looking  over  the  books  that  there  are  30 
members  who  are  in  arrears  for  the  current  year,  and, 
while  the  by-laws  call  for  the  payment  of  25c.  a  month 
for  dues,  this  has  been  found  impracticable  and  therefore 
is  not  carried  out.  The  dues  are  considered  payable  at 
the  end  of  the  year.  Consequently,  a  member  becomes 
12  months  in  arrears  if  his  dues  are  not  paid  in  Decem- 
ber. A  great  part  of  this  arrears  is  always  paid  within 
a  month  or  two.  This,  I  think,  applies  to  some  of  the 
other  Chapters  in  the  district  as  well.  At  the  regular 
convocation  in  January  I  had  the  pleasure,  with  the  assist- 
ance of  R.  E.  Comp.  Judge  Chappie,  of  installing  and 
investing  the  officers  for  the  ensuing  year,  and  I  feel 
assured  with  E.  Comp.  H.  S.  Galloway  at  the  helm  that 
Golden  Chapter,  No.  90,  will  continue  to  be  a  credit  to 
Capitular  Masonry  in  this  district. 

All  of  which  is  fraternally  submitted. 

N.    SCHNARR, 

Grand  Supt.  Algoma  District,  No.  14. 
Kenora,  January  23rd,  191 5. 
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MANITOBA  E.  DISTRICT,  No.  15. 

To  the  Most  Excellent  the  Grand  Z.,  Officers  and  Com- 
panions of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons 
of  Canada: 

M.  E.  Sir  and  Companions, — I  have  the  honor  to 
submit  for  your  consideration  my  report  on  the  condi- 
tion of  Capitular  Masonry  in  this  district  for  year  end- 
ing December  31st,  1914. 

I  would  take  this  opportunity  of  voicing  my  appre- 
ciation of  the  honor  conferred  upon  me  in  electing  me  as 
Grand  Superintendent  of  this  district.  The  duties  of  the 
office,  whilst  more  or  less  exacting,  yet  cannot  help  but 
give  the  bearer  a  feeling  of  great  pride  in  the  exalted 
office  conferred  and  satisfaction  in  the  hope  that  he  has 
been  enabled  to  bring  about  a  better  state  of  affairs  in 
his  district  than  had  heretofore  prevailed. 

I  had  the  pleasure  of  visiting  every  Chapter  in  my 
district  and  received  a  splendid  western  welcome  at  each 
visitation.  I  would  also  like  to  express  my  hearty  appre- 
ciation of  the  services  rendered  me  by  R.  E.  Comp.  J.  A. 
Munro,  who  accompanied  me  on  every  visit,  and  V.  E. 
Comp.  C.  B.  Handcock,  who  journeyed  to  Portage  la 
Prairie  on  my  official  visit. 

I  believe  that  the  work  being  done  in  this  district  is 
as  nearly  correct  as  can  be  found  in  any  district  under 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  Grand  Chapter.  This  has  been 
brought  about  to  a  great  extent  by  the  unfailing  courtesy 
shown  by  our  Grand  Scribe  E.,  who  has  been  always 
ready  to  give  any  information  relative  to  the  correct 
working  of  the  degrees,  etc.,  which  from  time  to  time  has 
been  requested. 

I  am  pleased  to  report  that  there  prevails  throughout 
this  district  a  deep  feeling  of  loyalty  to  Grand  Chapter, 
our  Companions  realizing  that  Grand  Chapter  has  in  the 
past,  and  will  in  the  future,  treat  the  western  provinces 
with  that  same  spirit  of  fairness  which  has  always  actu- 
ated that  Grand  body. 
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Chapter  of  Instruction. — On  the  request  of  the 
M.  E.  the  Grand  Z.,  I  called  a  Chapter  of  Instruction  at 
Portage  la  Prairie  on  January  14th,  191 5.  Portage  la 
Prairie  was  selected  as  being  the  centre  of  the  district. 
The  officers  for  the  evening  were  selected  from  Past 
Grand  Superintendents,  the  programme  being  as  follows : 

Chapter  will  open  at  8.30  p.m. 

Reception  to  M.  E.  Comp.  John  Leslie,  P.G.Z. 

Six  ten-minute  papers  will  be  read  by  Companions. 
A  general  discussion  after  each  paper. 

Subject—"  M.  M.  M.  Degree,"  by  R.  E.  Comp.  J.  W. 
Johnston  of  Rabboni  Chapter. 

Subject—"  M.  E.  M.  Degree,"  by  Comp.  Rev.  D.  T. 
Parker  of  Keystone  Chapter. 

Subject— "  The  H.  R.  A.  Degree,"  by  Comp.  J.  Mc- 
intosh of  King  Edward  Chapter. 

Subject — "  Is  Our  System  of  Charity  and  Relief 
Properly  Applied?  Should  We  Suspend  for  N.  P.  D. 
or  Issue  Dimits?"  by  E.  Comp.  G.  W.  Morden  of  Con- 
naught  Chapter. 

Subject — "  Suggestions  to  Encourage  Larger  Attend- 
ances at  Our  Convocations,"  by  E.  Comp.  W.  N.  Brown 
of  Prince  Rupert  Chapter. 

Subject — "  Masonic  Discipline  as  Applied  to  H.  R. 
A.,"  by  R.  E.  Comp.  T.  H.  Hooper. 

A  free  discussion  ensued  after  each  paper,  and  much 
valuable  information  was  exchanged.  I  believe  this  form 
of  convocation  is  very  useful.  About  one  hundred  and 
fifty  Companions  were  present,  every  Chapter  in  the  dis- 
trict being  represented.  A  splendid  banquet  followed, 
when  a  lengthy  toast  list  was  proposed  and  suitably  re- 
sponded to. 

A  souvenir  notice  was  issued  calling  this  meeting,  be- 
ing in  the  form  of  a  keystone,  and  I  am  sure  that  the 
greatest  good  will  result  from  this  meeting  in  the  fact 
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that  the  Companions  of  District  15  will  now  realize  that 
there  are  other  R.  A.  Masons  beside  those  who  meet 
within  the  boundaries  of  their  own  Chapter  walls,  bring- 
ing about  a  spirit  of  companionship  which  had  not  here- 
tofore existed. 

Keystone  Chapter,  No.  99,  Portage  la  Prairie. — 
I  had  the  pleasure  of  making  this,  my  first  official  visit, 
accompanied  by  R.  E.  Comp.  J.  A.  Munro  and  V.  E. 
Comp.  C.  B.  Handcock,  on  Friday,  September  4th,  19 14. 
The  Chapter  room  is  splendidly  situated  and  is  well  fur- 
nished, there  being  spacious  ante-rooms  for  the  con- 
venience of  the  Companions.  There  was  no  degree  work 
performed  on  this  night,  but  I  was  struck  with  the  smart, 
business-like  manner  adopted  in  opening,  closing  and  con- 
ducting orders  of  business. 

On  Thursday,  October  8th,  in  response  to  an  invi- 
tation given  by  Prince  Rupert's  Chapter,  the  officers  and 
several  Companions  of  Keystone  Chapter  journeyed  to 
Winnipeg  and  conferred  the  H.  R.  A.  degree  in  Prince 
Rupert's  Chapter.  I  was  thus  enabled  to  witness  their 
work,  and  cannot  speak  too  highly  of  the  exactness  and 
precision  used  on  that  occasion.  I  believe  that  if  the 
present  class  of  officers  continue  Keystone  Chapter  can- 
not help  but  make  a  most  steady  progress. 

Prince  Rupert's  Chapter,  No.  52,  Winnipeg. — 
This  is  my  mother  Chapter,  and  requires  no  introduction 
from  me,  being  the  pioneer  Chapter  in  the  Middle  West. 
This  Chapter  has  been  passing  through  a  season  of  de- 
pression or  slump  during  the  past  two  or  three  years,  and 
in  spite  of  the  untiring  efforts  of  certain  of  the  officers  it 
seemed  almost  impossible  to  inject  that  spirit  of  life  into 
the  body  which  a  Chapter  in  the  splendid  position  of 
Prince  Rupert's  should  expect.  This  condition,  however, 
overtakes  all  Chapters  at  some  time  in  their  history.  I 
am  satisfied,  however,  that  the  silver  lining  to  the  cloud 
is  becoming  more  visible,  and  that  next  year  will  see  a 
splendid  advance  both  in  interest  and  work. 

I  paid  my  official  visit  on  Thursday,  October  8th,  on 
the   night    Keystone    Chapter   conferred    the    H.    R.    A. 
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degree.  A  very  pleasing  incident  occurred  at  this  meet- 
ing when,  in  response  to  my  invitation,  the  following 
Past  Grand  Superintendents  accompanied  me:  M.  E. 
Comp.  John  Leslie,  P.G.Z.,  R.  E.  Comps.  J.  Haddock, 
J.  J.  Jackson,  W.  M.  Bentley,  J.  A.  Munro,  J.  Suttie. 

The  affairs  of  the  Chapter,  under  the  guidance  of 
V.  E.  Comp.  C.  B.  Handcock,  have  been  conducted  in  a 
most  business-like  manner,  with  a  result  that  there  exists 
a  splendid  credit  balance  at  the  bank. 

Rabboni  Chapter,  No.  171,  Dauphin. — On  Tues- 
day, October  13th,  accompanied  by  R.  E.  Comp.  J.  A. 
Munro,  I  paid  my  official  visit  to  the  above  Chapter. 
This  Chapter  is  quite  an  infant  in  years,  but  a  giant  in 
enthusiasm  and  activity.  The  M.  M.  M.  degree  was 
conferred  in  a  manner  which  left  no  room  for  criticism. 
I  was  more  especially  impressed  with  the  keenness  shown 
by  the  subordinate  officers  in  the  discharge  of  their 
duties.  The  attendance  was  large,  and  when  it  is  taken 
into  consideration  that  some  of  the  Companions  had  to 
travel  many  miles  by  railway,  to  attend  it  speaks  well 
indeed  for  Rabboni  Chapter. 

King  Edward  Chapter,  No.  136,  Neepawa. — On 
leaving  Dauphin  on  Wednesday,  October  14th,  R.  E. 
Comp.  J.  A.  Munro  accompanied  me  to  Neepawa,  where 
we  witnessed  the  conferring  of  the  M.  M.  M.  degree. 
King  Edward  Chapter  covers  a  very  large  territory  and 
finds  it  very  difficult  to  secure  anything  like  a  large  at- 
tendance, the  actual  membership  in  Neepawa  being  small. 
This  Chapter  has  a  splendid  record  in  the  past,  and  it  is 
hoped  they  will  soon  regain  their  old  stride  and  take  their 
place  in  the  front  rank  of  Capitular  Masonry  in  this  Prov- 
ince, both  in  the  interest  taken  by  their  members  and  the 
conferring  of  degrees. 

Connaught  Chapter,  No.  187,  Winnipeg. — On  Fri- 
day, October  23rd,  I  concluded  my  series  by  visiting 
this  the  baby  Chapter  of  the  district.  The  degree  con- 
ferred was  the  M.  E.  M.,  and  E.  Comp.  Morden  showed 
his  mastery  of  the  work  in  the  splendid  manner  he  con- 
ducted the  ceremony.    Success  is  written  large  across  the 
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face  of  this  Chapter;  it  could  not  be  otherwise,  as  the 
Companions  pull  together  with  a  will  and,  whilst  realiz- 
ing their  duties  to  the  candidates,  do  not  omit  or  forget 
the  bonds  which  bind  them  each  to  the  other  as  Com- 
panions of  Connaught  Chapter. 

I  am  pleased  to  report  that  all  the  Chapters  in  this 
district  are  in  good  financial  circumstances  and  that  the 
books  are  well  kept,  the  various  Chapter  rooms  are  cen- 
trally located  and  excellently  appointed. 

All  of  which  is  fraternally  submitted. 

Thos.  H.  Hoopivr, 
Grand  Supt.  Manitoba  E.  District,  No.  15. 

Winnipeg,  January  15th,  191 5. 
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MANITOBA  W.  DISTRICT,  No.  15A. 

To  the  Most  Excellent  the  Grand  Z.,  Principals  and  Offi- 
cers of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of 
Canada: 

I  beg  to  present  a  report  on  Royal  Arch  Masonry  in 
Manitoba  District,  No.  15 A. 

As  the  E.  Companion  who  was  appointed  as  Grand 
Superintendent  a  year  ago  was  removed  by  business  from 
this  district  immediately  after  the  meeting  of  Grand 
Chapter,  he  was  unable  to  fulfill  the  duties  of  the  office. 
R.  E.  Comp.  Coulter,  the  previous  Grand  Superintendent, 
was  then  asked  to  act  in  his  stead,  but  I  regret  to  have 
to  inform  you  that,  owing  to  his  having  been  seriously  ill 
during  the  last  four  months,  he  also  has  not  been  able  to 
visit  the  Chapters  in  this  district,  and  requested  R.  E. 
Comp.  Willis  to  visit  the  Chapter  at  Boissevain,  and  also 
requested  me  to  visit  those  at  Brandon,  Hartney  and 
Rivers  on  his  behalf. 

Corinthian  Chapter,  No.  ioi,  Boissevain. — This 
Chapter  was  visited  officially  by  R.  E.  Comp.  Willis  on 
the  13th  of  January,  191 5.  At  this  meeting  he  installed 
the  officers  for  this  year,  and  reports  very  favorably  on 
the  manner  in  which  the  work  is  done  and  the  business 
in  connection  with  the  Chapter  managed.  R.  E.  Comp. 
Bain,  who  has  recently  left  this  district,  and  who  has  for 
many  years  done  much  for  Capitular  Masonry  and  taken 
a  great  interest  in  Corinthian  Chapter,  is  greatly  missed 
by  the  Companions  there. 

Keystone  Chapter,  No.  141,  Brandon. — I  was  very 
much  disappointed  that,  owing  to  a  mistake,  not  on  the 
part  of  Keystone  Chapter,  but  on  account  of  the  illness 
of  R.  E.  Comp.  Coulter,  I  could  not  arrange  to  visit  this 
Chapter  in  January,  as  I  had  hoped  to  do.  The  visits 
were  put  off  till  that  month  in  the  hope  that  the  Grand 
Superintendent  would  be  able  to  pay  them  himself,  but 
unfortunately  he  was  unable  to  do  so.  The  annual  report 
of  this  Chapter,  however,  will  show  its  progress. 
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AvondalE  Chapter,  No.  156,  Hartney. — When  I 
visited  this  Chapter  on  January  the  8th  no  degrees  were 
conferred,  but  I  had  the  pleasure  of  installing  the  officers 
for  191 5,  and  regret  to  have  to  record  the  death  since 
then  of  Comp.  A.  H.  Murrell- Wright,  who  was  installed 
as  Principal  Sojourner  on  that  occasion.  Comp.  Murrell- 
Wright  will  be  greatly  missed  both  by  the  Masons  and  by 
the  public  generally  in  Hartney  and  district.  The  work 
in  this  Chapter  is  well  done,  the  Chapter  is  prosperous, 
and  the  officers  thoroughly  interested  in  their  work. 

Mount  Sinai  Chapter,  No.  183,  Rivers. — On  the 
15th  of  January  I  visited  this  Chapter  and  found  it  in  a 
perfectly  satisfactory  condition.  No  candidates  were 
present,  but  as  it  was  installation  night  I  was  glad  to  have 
the  opportunity  of  assisting  at  the  ceremony.  The  Com- 
panions of  Mount  Sinai  Chapter  are  quite  evidently 
deeply  interested  in  their  own  Chapter  and  in  Capitular 
Masonry  generally,  and  the  officers  are  well  able  to  do 
the  work  as  it  should  be  done. 

I  feel  satisfied  that  the  division  of  Manitoba  into  two 
districts  by  the  Grand  Chapter  has  been  for  the  good  of 
Royal  Arch  Masonry  in  this  Province,  and  the  fact  of 
Keystone  Chapter,  No.  141,  not  having  been  visited  offi- 
cially this  year  is  regrettable,  but  happened  on  account  of 
the  unfortunate  circumstances  mentioned  above.  Capitu- 
lar Masonry  in  this  district  is  in  a  satisfactory  condition, 
and  all  the  Chapters  are  looking  forward  hopefully  to  the 
prospects  of  the  coming  year. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

J.  C.  Walker  Reid,  P.G.S., 
for  G.  A.  Coulter, 
Grand  Supt.  Manitoba  District,  No.  15A. 
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BRITISH  COLUMBIA  DISTRICT,  No.  16. 

To  the  Most  Excellent  the  Grand  Z.,  Officers  and  Com- 
panions of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons 
of  Canada: 

I  beg  to  present  my  report  for  the  year  19 14.  While 
conditions  have  not  been  auspicious  for  a  large  increase 
in  membership,  Capitular  Masonry  in  this  district  has  not 
been  marking  time ;  every  effort  is  made  to  put  on  good 
work,  and  the  spirit  of  loyalty  to  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
Canada  is  expressed  in  no  uncertain  terms. 

Vancouver  Chapter,  No.  98,  Vancouver,  was  vis- 
ited on  June  10th  and  November  nth.  The  latter  meet- 
ing was  held  to  celebrate  the  twenty-fifth  anniversary  of 
the  dedication  of  this  Chapter.  It  has  a  record  to  be 
proud  of,  and  everything  points  to  this  being  enhanced 
in  the  future. 

Keystone  Chapter,  No.  127,  Nanaimo. — This  is  my 
home  Chapter  and  I  had  the  opportunity  of  visiting  it  on 
several  occasions.  The  work  at  times  is  not  up  to  the 
standard  looked  for  in  a  Chapter  that  has  been  active  for 
over  twenty  years.  The  new  officers  realize  this,  and  I 
look  for  improvement  in  the  coming  year. 

Kaien  Chapter,  No.  178,  Prince  Rupert,  was  vis- 
ited on  June  17th.  This  was  the  regular  meeting  night; 
no  degree  was  put  on.  From  past  experience,  however, 
I  know  that  the  work  of  this  Chapter  is  excellent,  and  I 
regret  that  they  were  unable  to  carry  out  a  suggestion 
made  that  they  should  come  to  Vancouver  and  exemplify 
the  work  there.  This  was  promised,  but  circumstances 
later  prevented  its  being  carried  out. 

Pacific  Chapter,  No.  190,  Vancouver. — On  Decem- 
ber 14th  I  dedicated  this  Chapter  and  also  saw  the  M.  M. 
M.  degree  conferred  in  a  very  able  manner. 

North  Vancouver  Chapter,  No.  191,  North  Van- 
couver, I  visited  on  November  10th,  when  the  dedica- 
tion ceremony  was  performed  and  the  M.  E.  M.  degree 
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conferred.    The  work  was  good,  and  this  Chapter  has  all 
the  essentials  to  guarantee  success. 

I  was  unable  to  visit  WESTMINSTER  CHAPTER,  No. 
124, .and  Camousun  Chapter,  No.  182,  much  to  my 
regret,  but  from  disinterested  reports  received  1  under- 
stand that  the  prospects  of  these  Chapters  are  satisfac- 
tory. 

Cyrus  Chapter,  No.  142,  Cumberland. — Though 
unable  to  report  this  Chapter  in  working  order  again,  I 
have  every  reason  to  believe  that  if  a  still  further  exten- 
sion of  time  is  given  1915  will  see  the  Chapter  once  more 
active,  with  good  prospects  ahead. 

1  wish  to  tender  my  sincere  thanks  to  the  Companions 
who  have  assisted  me  during  my  year  of  office  by  their 
advice  and  presence  at  the  meetings  of  the  various  Chap- 
ters visited. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

John  M.  Rudd, 
Grand  Supt.  British  Columbia  District,  No.  16. 
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ALBERTA  N.  DISTRICT,  No.  17. 

To  the  Most  Excellent  the  Grand  Z.,  Officers  and  Com- 
panions of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons 
of  Canada: 

M.  E.  Sir  and  Companions, — I  beg  to  submit  here- 
with my  report  on  the  condition  of  Capitular  Masonry 
in  the  Alberta  N.  District,  No.  17,  for  the  year  1914.  In 
submitting  the  annual  report  as  Grand  Superintendent 
for  this  district,  I  feel  it  a  matter  of  deepest  regret  and 
sorrow,  not  only  on  my  own  behalf,  but  on  that  of  the 
majority  of  the  Chapters,  that  I  should  have  to  acknowl- 
edge serious  differences  which  have  arisen  among  us,  but 
of  which  I  make  further  comment  later. 

In  submitting  this  report  for  the  year  1914  I  have 
pleasure  in  congratulating  the  officers  and  members  of 
the  No.  17  District  for  the  general  efficiency  of  the  sev- 
eral Chapters,  and  must  also  thank  them  for  the  kindly 
and  fraternal  manner  with  which  they  have  received  me 
on  the  occasions  of  my  official  visits. 

Keystone  Chapter,  U.D.,  Red  Deer. — On  March 
19th,  1914,  I  instituted  this  Chapter,  where  some  fifty 
candidates  were  exalted  to  the  supreme  degree  of  R.  A. 
M.  I  visited  this  Chapter  again  in  July  and  found  they 
had  moved  into  their  new  quarters — a  magnificent  hall 
and  a  thoroughly  efficient  set  of  officers — and  I  am  satis- 
fied that  much  good  work  and  progress  is  being  made 
there. 

Vermiuon  Chapter,  U.D.,  Vermilion. — On  April 
25th,  1914,  I  instituted  this  Chapter,  when  some  twenty 
Companions  from  Edmonton  accompanied  me,  and  I  was 
assisted  by  R.  E.  Comp.  A.  R.  Duncan,  P.G.S.,  and  E. 
Comps.  Patterson,  Macintosh  and  Morris,  and  there  were 
some  thirty  candidates  exalted.  I  am  pleased  to  report 
this  Chapter  to  be  in  excellent  condition,  and  I  am  confi- 
dent they  will  make  a  success.  At  their  December  meet- 
ing, being  unable  to  attend  myself,  I  deputed  E.  Comp. 
Morris  to  visit  them,  and  he  reports  excellent  work,  as 
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they  put  on  three  degrees  whilst  he  was  at  their  meeting, 
and  he  spoke  most  favorably  of  the  condition  of  things  as 
found  by  him. 

Capital  City  Chapter,  U.D.,  Edmonton. — I  was 
present  at  nearly  every  meeting  of  this  Chapter,  and  must 
acknowledge  it  to  be  one  of  the  leading  Chapters  in  the 
district.  It  was  instituted  on  January  9th,  1914,  and  they 
have  since  that  date  and  up  to  the  end  of  December  last 
exalted  104  candidates.  Their  set  of  officers  is  un- 
equalled, and  conditions  with  them  are  most  flourishing. 

Mount  OuvET  Chapter,  U.D.,  Killam. — Owing  to 
family  sickness  I  was  unable  to  visit  this  Chapter,  and 
consequently  deputed  R.  E.  Comp.  Duncan,  who  reports 
as  follows : 

"As  requested,  I  went  to  Killam,  Alberta,  on  January 
23rd,  191 5,  to  institute  Mount  Olivet  Chapter,  U.D.,  G. 
R.C.  I  was  accompanied  by  some  fifteen  members  of 
Capital  City  Chapter,  who  were  to  put  on  all  the  degrees. 
Seven  candidates  were  advanced  to  the  honorary  degree 
of  M.  M.  M.  and  the  work  was  done  in  a  most  excellent 
manner,  simply  perfect.  The  same  seven  candidates  were 
also  received  and  acknowledged  as  M.  E.  M.  The  ma- 
terial in  Killam  is  exceedingly  good ;  the  officers  are  all 
good  stock,  and  I  found  them  most  enthusiastic,  and  have 
no  doubt  whatever  but  that  they  will  have  a  good  Chapter. 
I  would  like  to  comment  upon  the  excellent  way  the  work 
was  put  on,  as  I  have  been  in  Chapters  in  some  of  the 
largest  cities  in  the  States  and  Canada,  and  have  never 
seen  it  equalled,  and  the  greatest  credit  is  due  to  E.  Comp. 
Patterson'  Z.,  E.  Comp.  Morris  and  E.  Comp.  Macintosh 
for  the  manner  in  which  it  was  carried  out.  E.  Comp. 
Patterson  is  worthy  of  special  mention — his  work  as  First 
Principal  being  perfect." 

As  previously  mentioned,  I  deeply  regret  to  report 
that  during  the  past  year  dissension  has  arisen  in  our 
ranks.  A  number  of  the  Chapters  met  at  Calgary  and 
formed  a  so-called  Grand  Chapter.  Some  Chapters  re- 
nounced their  allegiance  to  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada 
and  threw  in  their  lot  with  the  seceders.    Of  these,  how- 
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ever,  namely,  Alberta  Chapter ;  Otuskwan ;  Macleod, 
North  Star,  Edmonton,  sufficient  loyal  members  remained 
who  have  reorganized  and  elected  their  officers  and  are 
still  under  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada.  This,  there- 
fore, leaves  the  so-called  Grand  Chapter  with  only  three 
Chapters,  namely,  Calgary,  at  Calgary;  Mount  Horeb, 
Wetaskiwin ;  and  Bow  Valley,  Gleichen ;  consequently  the 
number  of  Chapters  from  this  Province  is  very  little 
below  its  standard  in  the  past  year.  The  fact,  however, 
remains  that  there  is  a  serious  split  in  our  ranks,  which 
will  need  the  most  careful  handling  and  will  require  to  be 
met  on  both  sides  in  the  true  brotherly  spirit.  Masonry 
is  broad  and  deep  enough,  surely,  to  cover  this,  if  all  will 
only  act  in  that  true  Masonic  spirit  which  is  our  ideal. 
I  have  no  doubt  but  that  in  the  near  future  harmony  will 
prevail,  as  it  should  always  prevail  in  all  things  Masonic. 
I  trust  that  we  will  all  work  in  this  true  brotherly  spirit 
and  that  Capitular  Masonry  will  again  progress  and  flour- 
ish as  it  has  in  the  past  in  this,  one  of  Canada's  fairest 
provinces. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

D.   C.  Robertson, 
Grand  Supt.  Alberta  N.  District,  No.  ij. 
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ALBERTA  S.  DISTRICT,  No.  17A. 

To  the  Most  Excellent  the  Grand  Z.,  the  Officers  and 
Excellent  Companions  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal 
Arch  Masons  of  Canada: 

I,  the  Grand  Superintendent  of  District  No.  17A, 
hereby  beg  to  submit  my  report  for  the  current  year,  and 
in  doing  so  trust  that  it  may  prove  satisfactory  to  the 
Grand  Chapter. 

According  to  instructions  received,  a  new  Chapter  was 
instituted  at  Hillcrest  on  the  10th  day  of  June  and  the 
officers  invested  and  installed,  under  the  name  of  "  Hill- 
vue."  There  was  then  an  apparently  assured  large  pros- 
pective membership,  which  prospect  was,  however,  inter- 
fered with  by  the  terrible  disaster  at  the  Hillcrest  Col- 
liery, which  calamity  was  attended  with  such  awful  loss 
of  life.  On  this  occasion  I  with  pleasure  acknowledge  the 
most  kindly  support  and  assistance  rendered  to  me  at  this 
institution  by  R.  E.  Comp.  A.  C.  Kemmis,  E.  Comp.  John 
Kemmis,  E.  Comp.  H.  Gunn  and  other  Companions  of 
Kether  Chapter,  as  also  the  help  of  R.  E.  Comp.  James 
Lockwood,  G.S.N. ,  of  Shekinah  Chapter.  The  officers 
were  of  a  very  earnest  and  enthusiastic  disposition,  and 
the  new  Chapter  started  under  the  most  promising  con- 
ditions. 

Later  in  the  year  this  Chapter  was  gratified  to  receive 
from  Grand  Chapter  a  donation  of  $250.00  in  aid  of  the 
Hillcrest  Relief  Fund.  The  appreciation  of  the  Compan- 
ions in  this  regard  was  very  great,  and  it  is  hardly  neces- 
sary to  state  that  this  money  has  been  faithfully  applied 
for  the  designated  purpose. 

On  July  5th,  having  received  instructions  from  the 
Grand  Scribe  E.  by  lettergram  to  wait  upon  the  Principal 
of  Bekah  Chapter,  No.  176,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  up 
the  warrant,  due  to  the  fact  of  the  senior  officers  having 
seceded  to  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Alberta,  so-called,  and 
being  myself  unable  to  personally  make  the  journey  at 
that  moment,  I  requested  R.  E.  Comp.  James  Lockwood, 
G.S.N. ,  to  kindly  carry  out  this  commission  on  my  be- 
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half.  This  he  was  good  enough  to  do  for  me,  with  the 
result  that  the  E.  First  Principal  refused  absolutely  to 
give  it  up,  not  by  reason  of  disputing  the  authority,  but 
merely  from  a  desire,  so  expressed,  of  retaining  it  as  a 
memento. 

Having  received  a  petition  from  several  Companions 
of  Bekah  Chapter,  No.  176,  who  desired  to  preserve  their 
obligated  allegiance  to  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada,  dis- 
senting from  the  action  and  views  of  those  who  had 
joined  the  Alberta  movement,  and  which  petition  was 
duly  sent  to  the  Grand  Scribe  E.,  I  subsequently  received 
instructions  to  grant  their  request,  with  a  dispensation  to 
elect  and  instal  new  officers.  Accordingly  on  August  3rd 
a  meeting  was  held  at  Macleod  and  the  installation  was 
duly  carried  out,  and  I  was  again  greatly  assisted  by  R.  E. 
Comp.  James  Lockwood,  G.S.N. ,  with  E.  Comp.  John 
Jones,  Second  Principal  of  Shekinah  Chapter,  No.  158, 
Lethbridge. 

Assiniboia  Chapter,  No.  126,  Medicine:  Hat. — This 
being  my  own  Chapter,  I  have  attended  all  the  meetings 
during  the  year,  and  the  attendances  are  increasing,  the 
membership  is  earnest  and  enthusiastic,  the  officers  are 
capable  and  painstaking  in  their  several  duties.  The 
prospects  of  this  Chapter  have  perhaps  been  less  affected 
by  commercial  and  other  unusual  adverse  conditions  than 
some  of  the  other  Chapters. 

Shekinah  Chapter,  No.  158,  Lethbridge. — On 
November  25th  my  official  visit  was  made  to  this  Chapter, 
and  it  afforded  me  much  gratification.  I  found  the  books 
and  records  very  creditably  kept  and  the  general  state  of 
affairs  good.  The  M.  E..M.  and  the  R.  A.  degrees  were 
conferred  in  a  very  nice  way  and  with  great  decorum. 
This  Chapter,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  is  one  of  those  which  has 
suffered  rather  badly  from  the  unsettled  conditions  of 
daily  life  due  to  the  European  war,  and  few  new  Com- 
panions have  been  admitted.  These  uncontrollable  causes, 
however,  do  not  reflect  in  any  way  on  the  standing  of  the 
Chapter,  and  I  look  for  the  usual  good  records  in  the 
future  when  normal  conditions  are  re-established. 
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Golden  WEST  Chapter,  No.  159,  High  River. — Ac- 
companied by  R.  E.  Comp.  James  Lockwood,  G.S.N. ,  and 
E.  Comp.  John  Jones,  Second  Principal  of  Shekinah 
Chapter,  No.  158,  as  well  as  E.  Comp.  P.  J.  Dewey,  Third 
Principal  of  Assiniboia  Chapter,  No.  126,  my  official  visit 
was  made  to  Golden  West  Chapter  upon  November  9th, 
at  a  regular  convocation.  The  R.  A.  degree  was  conferred 
by  me  at  the  request  of  the  First  Principal,  and  I  found 
the  officers  attentive  to  their  work,  and  desire  very  spe- 
cially to  express  the  greatest  praise  of  the  books  and 
records  of  the  Scribe  E.,  Comp.  P.  G.  Thomas,  which  are 
models  of  perfection,  being  neat  and  accurate  to  a  degree. 

Bekah  Chapter,  No.  176,  MaclEod. — Having  so  re- 
cently instituted  this  Chapter,  and  the  fact  of  regalia  and 
other  equipment  for  proper  working  not  being  available — 
this  property  having  been  withheld  by  the  former  officers 
— I  have  not  been  able  to  arrange  for,  an  official  visit ; 
neither  did  I  think  it  necessary,  but  having  to  spend  sev- 
eral hours  in  Macleod  on  my  journey  I  visited  the  First 
Principal,  E.  Comp.  Ferguson,  and  the  Scribe  E.,  Comp. 
J.  B.  Sutherland,  and  was  able  to  ascertain  that  they  were 
in  amicable  accord  together  and  looking  forward  for  good 
progress  in  the  future  when  the  present  unfortunate  local 
conditions  shall  have  been  finally  removed. 

Kether  Chapter,  No.  177,  Pincher  Creek. — On 
November  nth,  together  with  R.  E.  Comp.  James  Lock- 
wood,  G.S.N.,  I  had  the  pleasure  of  visiting  this  Chapter 
and  meeting  the  Companions.  The  convocation  was  called 
for  this  purpose  at  rather  short  notice  to  meet  my  con- 
venience of  dates,  and  therefore  no  work  was  arranged 
for,  it  being  a  little  difficult  to  obtain  a  very  full  attend- 
ance in  a  district  so  widely  scattered  at  this  time  of  the 
year.  The  officers  are  efficient,  no  doubt  largely  due  to 
the  good  guidance  of  R.  E.  Comp.  A.  C.  Kemmis  and  the 
other  E.  Companions.  The  books  and  records  are  well 
kept,  and  matters  generally  are  in  excellent  order,  with 
promising  prospects. 

Hillvue  Chapter,  U.D.,  Hieecrest.— November 
1 2th  was  the  occasion  of  my  official  visit   to  this   new 
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Chapter,  and  I  was  pleased  to  find  that  they  were  making 
a  wonderful  recovery  from  the  effects  of  the  catastrophe 
which  had  removed  so  many  of  their  prospective  candi- 
dates, as  well  as  some  of  their  members  whom  I  had  the 
pleasure  to  instal  so  shortly  before.  The  M.  E.  M.  and 
R.  A.  degrees  were  conferred  in  a  very  creditable  manner 
upon  five  candidates ;  this  was  especially  so  considering 
that  the  Chapter  lacks  some  portions  of  the  usual  proper- 
ties. The  Principals  and  officers  are  most  painstaking, 
the  books  and  records  are  being  properly  kept,  and  the 
general  prospects  are  essentially  good. 

Tau  Cross  Chapter,  U.D.,  Claresholm. — The  insti- 
tution of  this  new  Chapter  was  duly  carried  into  effect  on 
November  ioth,  valuable  assistance  being  rendered  by 
R.  E.  Comp.  James  Lockwood,  G.S.N. ,  and  E.  Comp. 
John  Jones,  Second  Principal,  Shekinah  Chapter,  No.  158. 

The  preparations  and  arrangements  made  by  the  Rev. 
H.  M.  Henderson,  the  First  Principal  designate,  in  the 
way  of  regalia  and  equipment  were  surprisingly  complete 
and  perfect,  this  Chapter  starting  out  better  equipped  and 
with  more  beautiful  regalia  than  many  older  Chapters 
yet  possess.  The  officers  installed  were  evidently  well 
chosen  and  eminently  qualified  to  fill  their  respective  sta- 
tions with  credit  to  themselves  and  honor  to  their  Chap- 
ter;  this  especially  applies  to  the  E.  First  Principal.  It 
is  to  be  confidently  anticipated  that  the  best  of  progress 
will  be  made  by  Tau  Cross.  Upon  this  occasion  there 
were  fourteen  applications  on  the  Scribe's  table,  each  ac- 
companied by  the  full  fees,  so  that  the  start  is  made  free 
from  liability.  Too  much  praise  cannot  be  given  those 
responsible  for  this  satisfactory  state  of  affairs. 

Taking  counsel  with  the  R.  E.  and  E.  Companions 
with  whom  I  have  been  closely  in  touch,  and  to  whom  it 
is  difficult  to  sufficiently  express  my  indebtedness  for  as- 
sistance and  advice  at  all  times,  it  was  considered  inad- 
visable to  take  any  steps  towards  holding  any  Chapter  of 
Instruction  in  this  district  during  this  year ;  the  more  so 
perhaps  as  having  been  favored  with  the  company  of  the 
Grand  Scribe  N.  on  my  tour,  we  did  all  possible  to  give 
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any  instruction  during  our  visits  in  the  several  Chapters 
themselves,  deeming  this  better  than  causing  the  Com- 
panions to  incur  travelling  and  other  expenses  or,  on  the 
other  hand,  to  have  such  function  badly  attended  and 
thereby  to  achieve  little  or  nothing  worth  while. 

Generally  it  will  be  quite  unnecessary  to  state  that 
District  17  A,  in  common  probably  with  all  others,  may 
show  rather  a  condition  of  "marking  time  "  than  of  sub- 
stantial progress,  but  as  the  causes  are  so  universal  and 
well  known  it  becomes  obvious  it  could  hardly  be  other- 
wise. 

I  found  that  new  equipment  is  supplied  to  Chapters 
by  regalia  houses  which  is  not  in  conformity  with  the  re- 
quirements of  our  work,  and  as  new  Chapters  of  course 
rely  largely  upon  the  suppliers  to  send  the  correct  equip- 
ment, they  are  disappointed,  as  having  received  what  is 
sent  they  must  perforce  keep  it,  though  subsequently  find- 
ing that  it  must  be  altered  or  replaced.  This  applies  par- 
ticularly to  pedestals,  the  three  characters  on  the  plate 
and  emblems  on  signet.  These  may  or  may  not  be  im- 
portant matters,  but  if  some  advice  could  be  given  where 
to  secure  proper  and  uniform  supplies  it  would  tend  to 
preserve  a  level  condition  of  things  in  the  working  of  the 
Chapters. 

I  would  place  on  record  my  very  high  appreciation 
of  the  courtesy  and  hospitality  extended  to  me  by  each 
Chapter  and  every  Companion,  not  only  upon  my  official 
visits,  but  upon  every  occasion  when  I  have  had  the  privi- 
lege of  meeting  with  them,  and  I  assure  them  that  the 
recollection  in  the  years  to  come  of  my  year  of  office  in 
this  capacity  will  ever  remain  as  a  pleasant  and  gratify- 
ing experience. 

Throughout  District  17A  I  have  found  a  very  sincere 
desire,  in  which  I  heartily  concur,  in  hoping  that  at  the 
Annual  Convocation  to  be  held  next  February  that  such 
steps  may  be  able  to  be  taken  tending  to  remove  the  ever- 
to-be-regretted  present  state  of  Capitular  affairs  now  ex- 
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isting  in  the  Province  of  Alberta ;  the  effects  of  continued 
disturbance  must  be  most  serious  to  the  fraternity  at 
large. 

In  taking  leave  of  office  as  Grand  Superintendent,  may 
I  thank  those  responsible  for  my  appointment;  express 
the  earnest  hope  that  I  may  have  in  some  small  measure 
successfully  carried  out  the  duties  to  the  best  of  my 
ability ;  and  to  commend  to  the  care  of  the  Great  Jehovah 
all  Companions  "  wheresoever  they  may  be,  scattered  over 
land  and  sea,  and  a  safe  and  speedy  return  to  their  own 
homes  and  firesides,  if  they  so  desire  and  deserve  it." 

Fraternally  submitted, 

Walter  V.  Sanders, 
Grand  Supt.  District  No.  ijA. 

Medicine  Hat,  Alta. 
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KOOTENAY  DISTRICT,  No.  18. 

To  the  Most  Excellent  the  Grand  Z.,  Officers  and  Com- 
panions of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons 
of  Canada: 

Most  Excellent  Sir  and  Companions, — I  have  the 
honor  to  submit  my  report  on  the  condition  of  Capitular 
Masonry  in  the  Kootenay  District,  No.  18,  for  the  year 
1915. 

The  past  year  has  been  a  prosperous  one  in  respect  of 
membership.  Chapters  120,  123  and  125  all  show  an 
increase,  but  from  Crow's  Nest  Chapter,  No.  137,  it 
seems  to  be  impossible  to  obtain  any  information  either 
by  report  or  personal  visit.  First  I  wish  to  express  my 
thanks  for  the  honor  conferred  upon  me  as  Grand  Super- 
intendent of  this  district.  Most  of  my  attention  has  been 
paid  to  Nelson  Chapter,  as  the  distances  to  the  other 
Chapters  in  the  district  are  too  great  to  enable  one  to 
make  frequent  visits. 

Nelson  Chapter,  No.  123,  Nelson. — My  first  official 
visit  was  to  Nelson  Chapter  on  November  18th,  1914, 
when  the  officers  conferred  the  Royal  Arch  degree  in  a 
most  creditable  manner.  Thirty  Companions  attended 
this  convocation.  This  has  been  the  most  prosperous 
year  that  Nelson  Chapter  has  enjoyed.  During  the  year 
the  Chapter  restored  the  initiation  fee  to  fifty  dollars ;  the 
effect  of  this  change  remains  to  be  seen.  Nelson  Chap- 
ter sustained  a  great  loss  by  the  death  of  E.  Comp.  John 
Hamilton,  who  was  the  Father  of  Freemasonry  in  the 
Kootenay  District.  The  surplus  funds  of  this  Chapter 
are  being  devoted  to  assisting  the  Blue  lodge  to  pay  for 
our  Masonic  Home. 

Crow's  Nest  Chapter,  No.  137,  Fernie. — Accom- 
panied by  R.  E.  Comp.  Geo.  Johnstone,  I  next  endeavored 
to  visit  Crow's  Nest  Chapter  at  Fernie  on  December  nth, 
but,  notwithstanding  that  an  emergent  convocation  had 
been  called  for  that  date  and  a  candidate  who  was  in 
attendance  had  travelled  fifty  miles  for  the  occasion,  no 
quorum   materialized.      In   the   absence   of   Scribe   E.   it 
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was  impossible  for  me  to  obtain  any  statistics  with  regard 
to  this  Chapter.  The  general  depression  has  perhaps-  af- 
fected Fernie  more  seriously  than  other  places,  conse- 
quently a  number  of  the  Companions  have  left  the  place. 

Rocky  Mountain  Chapter,  No.  125,  Cranbrook. — 
The  next  day  we  proceeded  to  Cranbrook.  Rocky  Moun- 
tain Chapter,  No.  125,  is  in  a  most  flourishing  condition, 
being  the  banner  Chapter  of  the  district.  The  meeting  in 
the  evening  was  well  attended,  when  E.  Comp.  Wilson 
exemplified  the  M.  M.  M.  degree,  assisted  by  his  officers, 
in  a  perfect  manner.  The  enjoyment  of  the  work  was 
much  enhanced  by  the  skill  of  the  Organist ;  this  practice 
might  be  copied  with  advantage  by  other  Chapters.  After 
the  Chapter  was  closed  the  Companions  adjourned  to 
their  banquet  room,  where  the  remainder  of  the  evening 
was  spent  in  a  profitable  and  enjoyable  manner. 

With  reference  to  the  matter  of  Chapters  of  Instruc: 
tion,  the  great  distances  separating  the  various  Chapters 
renders  the  holding  of  them  impracticable. 

Kootenay  Chapter  I  did  not  visit,  as  there  was  a  strong 
probability  that  there  would  be  no  quorum,  and  after  my 
trip  to  Fernie  I  did  not  feel  justified  in  spending  two 
days  on  another  fruitless  visit. 

In  conclusion,  I  would  like  to  express  my  thanks  to 
the  many  Companions  who  have  been  of  great  assistance 
to  me  during  my  term  of  office,  and  I  sincerely  trust  that 
the  present  prosperity  of  Capitular  Masonry  in  this  dis- 
trict will  so  continue. 

All  of  which  is  fraternally  submitted. 

D.  G.  Kurtz, 
Grand  Supt.  Kootenay  District,  No.  18. 
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YALE-COLUMBIA  DISTRICT,  No.  18A. 
To  the  Most  Excellent  the  Grand  Z.,  Principals  and  Offi- 
cers of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of 
Canada: 

I  beg  to  submit  my  report  for  the  year  ending  19 14. 
Rossland  Chapter,  No.  122,  Rossland. — -This  Chap- 
ter was  visited  on  December  8th,  and  witnessed  the  ex- 
emplification of  the  Royal  Arch  degree.  The  officers  of 
this  Chapter  are  skilled  in  the  work  and  are  well  sup- 
ported by  the  Companions,  who  exhibit  great  enthusiasm 
in  the  affairs  of  the  Chapter.  The  books  are  well  kept 
and  the  Chapter  is  in  an  excellent  condition.  After  the 
meeting  was  over  the  Companions  sat  down  to  a  pleasant 
repast,  enlivened  with  good  singing  and  speeches. 

Revelstoke  Chapter,  No.  128,  Revelstoke. — This 
Chapter  was  visited  on  November  18th,  and  was  pleased 
to  note  a  large  attendance  of  Companions.  E.  Comp. 
Hack  with  his  officers  conferred  the  Royal  Arch  degree 
in  a  very  creditable  manner.  R.  E.  Comp.  Rev.  C.  A. 
Procunier,  the  Scribe  E.,  keeps  the  records  of  the  Chapter 
in  splendid  shape.  The  Companions  provided  a  banquet 
after  the  meeting,  which  all  thoroughly  enjoyed. 

Okanagan  Chapter,  No.  157,  Vernon. — I  regret  I 
was  unable  to  visit  this  Chapter,  owing  to  the  poor  rail- 
way connections  caused  by  the  curtailment  of  the  trains 
due  to  the  war,  as  it  would  take  at  least  a  week  to  reach 
Vernon  and  return.  The  Scribe  E.  reports  the  Chapter 
in  a  good  condition. 

Boundary  Chapter,  No.  174,  Grand  Forks. — I  paid 
my  official  visit  to  this  Chapter  on  May  28th,  and  wit- 
nessed the  conferring  of  the  Royal  Arch  degree  by  E. 
Comp.  McKim  and  his  officers  in  a  proficient  manner. 
This  being  my  home  Chapter,  I  have  been  present  at  all 
the  meetings. 

Capitular  Masonry  is  making  steady  progress  in  this 
district,  and  when  conditions  brighten  after  the  war  I 
look  for  a  large  increase  in  members. 
Fraternally  submitted, 

W.  J.  Cook, 
Grand  Supt.  Yale-Columbia  District,  No.  i8/4. 
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SASKATCHEWAN  N.  DISTRICT,  No.  19A. 

To  the  Most  Excellent  the  Grand  Z.  and  Companions  of 
the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Canada: 

Companions, — I  beg  to  submit  for  your  approval  my 
report  covering  work  done  in  this  district  for  1914.  Be- 
ing a  comparatively  young  member,  I  appreciate  very 
keenly  my  appointment  to  office  of  Grand  Superintendent 
of  this  district  last  year,  and  I  intended  to  show  my  ap- 
preciation by  a  strict  conformance  to  the  duties  apper- 
taining to  that  position,  but  unfortunately,  owing  to  the 
war  and  financial  conditions  in  general,  Royal  Arch 
Masonry  did  not  go  ahead  in  this  district  as  it  would  have 
done  under  normal  conditions.  However,  I  am  pleased 
to  report  that  each  Chapter  shows  a  substantial  increase 
in  membership,  and  that  no  falling  off  in  enthusiasm  has 
been  displayed. 

Prince  Albert  Chapter,  No.  160,  Prince  Albert. — 
1  was  to  have  paid  my  official  visit  to  this  Chapter  on  the 
evening  of  their  regular  convocation  on  November  17th, 
but  missed  the  train  here  that  morning  and  had  to  wire 
them  of  my  inability  to  be  present.  However,  R.  E. 
Comp.  Robertson,  my  predecessor,  lived  in  Prince  Albert, 
and  under  his  careful  observation  last  year  I  know  this 
Chapter  is  in  good  shape  and  its  workings  are  all  that 
could  be  desired. 

Saskatoon  Chapter,  No.  165,  Saskatoon. — I  vis- 
ited this  Chapter  officially  on  the  afternoon  and  night  of 
November  13th,  and  saw  the  three  degrees  conferred  in 
a  masterly  fashion.  E.  Comp.  Blackwood  deserves  much 
credit  for  the  manner  in  which  he  discharged  his  duties  as 
First  Principal.  A  good  feature  of  this  Chapter  is  the 
way  in  which  the  Past  Principals  stay  with  the  work  and 
lend  support  to  the  presiding  officers,  especially  Comps. 
Crandon,  Orme  and  Harrison,  the  last  mentioned  again 
serving  in  the  capacity  of  Scribe  E. 

Battleford  Chapter,  No.  165,  Battleford.— This 
being  my  home  Chapter,  I  attended  every  convocation, 
and  as  I  had  the  honor  of  being  the  First  Z.  of  Battle- 
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ford  Chapter  I  have  always  taken  a  keen  interest  in  the 
management  of  its  concerns.  This  is  yet  the  youngest 
and  smallest  Chapter  in  this  district,  but  it  is  steadily 
growing  and  promises  to  be  among  the  best  in  the  near 
future. 

Regarding  a  Chapter  of  Instruction,  I  regret  that, 
owing  to  the  hard  times  and  the  great  distance  between 
the  Chapters  of  this  district,  together  with  the  train  ser- 
vice, which  would  not  permit  of  a  trip  to  either  of  the 
other  two  places  being  made  in  less  than  two  full  days,  we 
thought  it  best  to  dispense  with  it  for  this  year  at  least. 
I  had  hoped  to  see  the  number  of  Chapters  in  this  district 
doubled  this  year,  as  Yorkton,  Humboldt  and  Kindersley 
had  all  signified  their  intention  of  applying  for  dispensa- 
tion, but  Yorkton  seems  to  be  the  only  one  that  has  made 
any  headway  in  that  regard,  and  I  may  state  that  I  trust 
this  Chapter  will  be  instituted  during  February,  191 5,  as 
practically  all  the  details  have  been  arranged. 

In  conclusion,  I  wish  Royal  Arch  Masons  continued 
success  in  their  efforts,  and  can  bespeak  success  for  the 
Chapters  already  under  charter  in  this  district. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted.    I  am, 

Yours  fraternally, 

N.  T.  Brown, 
Grand  Supt.  Saskatchewan  N.  District,  No.  19A. 
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SASKATCHEWAN  W.  DISTRICT,  No.  19B. 

To  the  Most  Excellent  the  Grand  Z.,  Officers  and  Com- 
panions of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons 
of  Canada: 

Most  Excellent  Sir  and  Companions, — I  have  the 
honor  to  submit  my  report  on  the  condition  of  Capitular 
Masonry  in  Saskatchewan  W.  District,  No.  19B,  for  the 
year  1914. 

The  increase  in  membership  has  been  fairly  good,  and 
the  uniformity  of  the  work  is  being  maintained  in  all  the 
Chapters  in  this  district.  For  various  reasons  I  was  un- 
able to  be  installed  before  June,  when  I  went  to  Moose 
Jaw,  where  I  was  installed  by  R.  E.  Comp.  McCauley. 
During  my  term  of  office  I  have  visited  all  the  Chapters 
in  this  district  and  have  kept  in  touch  with  them  all  by 
correspondence  since  my  installation. 

Unity  Chapter,  No.  186,  Swift  Current. — On 
October  14th,-  1914,  I  visited  this  Chapter,  accompanied 
by  R.  E.  Comp.  McCauley,  Past  Grand  Superintendent, 
and  several  of  the  Moose  Jaw  Companions.  On  our 
arrival  we  were  met  by  E.  First  Principal  J.  S.  Green  and 
several  Companions  of  Unity  Chapter  and  received  in  a 
very  cordial  manner.  At  the  meeting  which  was  held  at 
8  p.m.  there  was  a  very  good  attendance.  The  M.  M.  M. 
degree  was  worked  in  a  very  efficient  manner  indeed  by 
the  officers  and  Companions  of  Unity  Chapter,  No.  186. 
I  found  the  books  properly  and  neatly  kept  and  the  Chap- 
ter generally  in  very  good  condition.  In  fact  I  cannot 
speak  too  highly  of  the  Chapter;  the  officers  are  efficient 
and  enthusiastic,  and  the  Chapter  has  no  doubt  a  bright 
future.  After  the  business  of  the  evening  was  over  we 
were  very  kindly  entertained. 

Moose  Jaw  Chapter,  No.  162,  Moose  Jaw. — On  the 
evening  of  October  15th,  1914,  I  visited  Moose  Jaw 
Chapter,  No.  162.  I  was  very  heartily  received  by  R.  E. 
Comp.  McCauley,  Past  Grand  Superintendent,  and  the 
Companions.     At  the  meeting,  which  was  held  in  the 
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evening  at  8  o'clock,  there  was  a  very  good  attendance. 
The  Royal  Arch  degree  was  worked  by  the  officers  and 
Companions  in  a  most  exemplary  manner;  in  fact  from 
all  standpoints  the  degree  was  worked  as  perfectly  as  it 
possibly  could  be.  This  Chapter  is  fortunate  in  having 
the  services  and  advice  of  R.  E.  Comp.  MeCauley,  who 
is  heart  and  soul  in  the  work,  and  the  officers,  both  past 
and  present,  are  enthusiastic  and  efficient.  This  Chapter 
is  the  largest  in  the  district  and  is  still  keeping  up  the  good 
work,  having  added  21  to  their  roll  this  year.  The  books 
are  perfectly  kept,  Comp.  C.  A.  Smith  being  one  of  the 
most  efficient  Scribes  E.  that  it  has  been  my  fortune 
to  meet. 

Estevan  Chapter,  No.  180,  Estevan. — This  is  my 
home  Chapter,  .and  on  November  3rd  I  visited  the  Chap- 
ter officially.  I  have  attended  every  meeting  of  this  Chap- 
ter since  its  institution.  On  the  evening  of  my  official 
visit  I  was  courteously  received  by  the  E.  First  Principal 
and  Companions.  The  Royal  Arch  degree  was  worked 
by  E.  Comp.  Miller,  First  Principal,  and  Companions  of 
the  Chapter,  and  it  was  done  very  creditably  indeed. 
Estevan  Chapter  owes  a  great  deal  to  E.  Comp.  Miller, 
who  has  been  First  Principal  for  two  years  and  has  been 
untiring  in  his  efforts  for  the  good  of  the  Chapter.  The 
books  are  well  kept  and  are  all  in  use.  The  future  of  the 
Chapter  is  good.  I  am  sorry  that  the  annual  financial 
report  is  not  available  at  this  time. 

A  Chapter  of  Instruction  was  held  at  Moose  Jaw, 
in  the  Masonic  Temple,  on  the  afternoon  and  evening  of 
November  19th,  1914.  At  these  meetings  I  had  the  as- 
sistance of  R.  E.  Comp.  Gorrell,  G.J.,  and  R.  E.  Comp. 
Shaw.  All  the  Chapters  in  the  district  were  represented, 
there  being  about  one  hundred  Companions  present  at 
the  afternoon  meeting  and  about  175  at  the  evening  meet- 
ing. In  the  afternoon  Unity  Chapter,  No.  186,  exem- 
plified the  Mark  Master  Mason  degree  in  a  manner  which 
left  nothing  to  be  desired,  the  work  being  done  by  E.  First 
Principal  and  officers  of  the  Chapter.  The  Most  Excel- 
lent Master's  degree  was  exemplified  by  officers  of  Moose 
Jaw  Chapter,  No.  162,  in  a  very  efficient  manner.     Dis- 
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cussion  of  an  instructive  character  followed  each  degree. 
In  the  evening  the  Royal  Arch  degree  was  exemplified 
by  the  officers  of  Moose  Jaw  Chapter,  No.  162,  and  was 
exceptionally  well  done.  After  the  degree  work  R.  E. 
Comp.  Gorrell  spoke  very  encouragingly  upon  the  man- 
ner in  which  the  work  had  been  done.  After  the  evening 
session  we  were  entertained  at  a  banquet  prepared  for 
us  by  the  Moose  Jaw  Chapter,  at  which  a  most  enjoyable 
time  was  had,  the  feature  of  the  evening  being  a  very 
eloquent  address  by  R.  E.  Comp.  Gorrell,  G.J.  I  cannot 
leave  this  part  of  my  report  without  expressing  my  thanks 
to  the  officers  and  Companions  of  Moose  Jaw  Chapter, 
No.  162,  for  their  hearty  co-operation  and  support  in 
making  this  Chapter  of  Instruction  the  success  it  was,  as 
did  also  Unity  Chapter,  No.  186. 

Weyburn  Chapter,  No.  173,  Weyburn. — On  Decem- 
ber 9th  I  visited  this  Chapter  officially,  being  received 
very  kindly  by  R.  E.  Comp.  Sharpe,  Past  Grand  Superin- 
tendent. The  attendance  at  this  meeting,  for  some  rea- 
son, was  small  and  not  what  one  would  have  expected. 
However,  the  officers  are  efficient.  The  books  are  well 
kept  and  the  Chapter  has  had  a  small  increase  of  member- 
ship, which  is  encouraging.  As  no  degrees  were  worked 
I  cannot  make  any  report  as  to  the  efficiency  of  the  Chap- 
ter in  this  regard,  although  I  have  seen  Weyburn  Chapter 
do  splendid  work,  and  no  doubt  with  the  assistance  of 
R.  E.  Comp.  Sharpe,  Past  Grand  Superintendent,  they 
will  not  have  allowed  the  Chapter  to  lapse  in  this  par- 
ticular. 

In  conclusion,  I  wish  to  thank  the  several  Chapters  of 
this  district  for  their  kindness  to  me  during  my  year  of 
office.  Especially  would  I  mention  R.  E.  Comp.  Mc- 
Cauley,  Past  Grand  Superintendent,  and  the  officers  and 
Companions  of  Moose  Jaw  Chapter,  No.  162,  from  whom 
I  have  received  great  assistance  in  my  work,  which  will 
enable  me  to  look  back  upon  this  year  as  one  of  pleasure 
and  profit. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

W.  A.  Neal, 
Grand  Snpt.  Saskatchewan  W.  District,  No.  igB. 
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SASKATCHEWAN  E.  DISTRICT,  No.  19C. 

To  the  Most  Excellent  the  Grand  Z.  and  Companions  of 
the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Canada: 

Companions, — I  have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith 
report  on  condition  of  Capitular  Masonry  in  Saskatche- 
wan E.  District,  No.  19C,  for  the  year  1914. 

While  the  outlook  for  Capitular  Masonry  in  this  dis- 
trict is  very  bright,  no  new  Chapters  have  been  instituted, 
although  our  membership  shows  a  fairly  good  increase 
considering  the  financial  stringency  during  the  year,  and 
also  on  account  of  the  war,  which  will  not  have  any  ten- 
dency to  increase  our  membership. 

The  average  attendance  is  not  as  encouraging  as  de- 
sired, the  arrears  of  dues  is  also  discouraging.  The 
Chapters  are  inclined  to  be  lenient  with  those  in  arrears, 
feeling  that  with  better  times  this  trouble  will  be  over- 
come. 

I  was  pleased  to  find  that  the  books  of  all  Chapters 
are  neatly  and  properly  kept,  with  the  exception  of 
Marks,  which  I  find  is  more  or  less  neglected  in  all  ex- 
cepting one  Chapter  in  the  district.  I  pointed  out  to  the 
membership  the  desirability  of  having  all  marks  chosen 
and  properly  registered.  I  wish  to  tender  my  sincere 
thanks  to  the  Companions  for  the  honor  they  conferred 
on  me  in  electing  me  to  the  honorable  position  as  Grand 
Superintendent  of  this  district,  and  also  for  the  kind  and 
cordial  welcome  extended  to  me  on  my  official  visit. 

I  was  pleased  to  find  that,  without  exception,  all 
Chapters  are  loyal  to  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada. 

Wascana  Chapter,  No.  121,  Regina. — This  is  my 
mother  Chapter,  having  received  my  work  there  about 
eight  years  ago.  At  that  time  R.  E.  Comps.  Gorrell  and 
Shaw  were  conspicuous  for  the  interest  they  then  took 
in  Capitular  Masonry,  and  are  still  taking. 

On  November  18th  I  presided  at  a  Chapter  of  In- 
struction under  the  auspices  of  Wascana  Chapter  at 
Regina,  which  was  fairly  well  attended  by  representatives 
from  a  number  of  the  Chapters.    At  this  Chapter  of  In- 
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struction  the  work  was  exemplified  by  the  officers  of 
Wascana  under  the  oversight  of  myself  and  R.  E.  Comp. 
Gorrell,  Grand  J.  I  think  without  exception  this  was  the 
most  satisfactory  gathering  of  the  kind  it  lias  been  my 
lot  to  attend,  and  I  believe  it  will  have  a  great  effect  in 
not  only  enlightening  those  present,  but  also  in  making 
the  work  of  the  Chapters  in  this  district  uniform. 

Our  western  Chapters  owe  a  great  deal  to  Companions 
like  Dr.  Gorrell  and  Dr.  Shaw,  who  have  devoted  so  much 
of  their  time,  energy  and  means  in  its  interest. 

It  is  with  very  deep  regret  I  have  since  learned  that 
R.  E.  Comp.  Dr.  Shaw  has,  owing  to  ill-health,  retired 
from  active  labor  in  this  province  and  is  moving  to  Brit- 
ish Columbia,  where  he  will  make  his  future  home.  Dr. 
Shaw  will  leave  a  gap  in  the  Masonic  fraternity  in  this 
province  which  it  will  be  hard  to  fill. 

Moose  Mountain  Chapter,  No.  166,  Arcola. — This 
is  my  home  Chapter,  and  I  have  attended  all  the  meet- 
ings during  the  year.  This  Chapter  has  not  prospered  as 
well  as  we  had  hoped  for,  partly  on  account  of  the  dis- 
trict being  so  badly  cut  off  since  receiving  our  charter, 
leaving  us  with  only  four  not  very  prosperous  Blue 
lodges  to  draw  from,  and  also  for  the  indifference  of  a 
number  of  our  members  who  are  slow  to  attend  meetings, 
thereby  making  average  attendance  small.  We  have  a 
number  of  good  loyal  members  who  take  a  great  interest 
in  the  Chapter,  and  the  officers  elected  for  the  coming 
year  give  promise  of  improving  conditions  considerably 
during  next  year. 

Golden  Compass  Chapter,  No.  170,  Sintaluta. — 
On  November  23rd  I  had  the  pleasure  of  visiting  this 
Chapter,  and  was  pleased  to  find  a  good  attendance. 
Although  they  had  no  actual  candidates,  the  three  de- 
grees were  exemplified  for  me  in  a  very  able  manner  by 
the  officers,  who  are  well  up,  and  I  consider  prospects  for 
this  Chapter  are  very  bright. 

Trinity  Chapter,  No.  192,  Melville. — On  Thurs- 
day, November  26th,  I  visited  Melville  Chapter  and  had 
a  very  pleasant  evening,  although  no  candidates  were  on 
hand.     The  three  degrees  were  exemplified  by  E.  Comp. 
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Garvin  in  a  very  creditable  manner.  The  books  are  well 
kept,  and  the  officers  and  members  appear  to  take  a  great 
interest  in  Capitular  Masonry.  This  being  a  new  Chapter 
with  a  large  territory  to  draw  from,  I  look  forward  in 
hopes  that  Trinity  Chapter  will  "be  one  of  the  strong 
Chapters  of  the  district.  After  the  meeting  I  was  invited 
to  a  luncheon,  where  we  had  a  very  pleasant  time. 

Govan  Chapter,  No.  193,  Govan. — For  months  I 
had  looked  forward  with  pleasure  to  the  time  when  I 
could  visit  this  Chapter,  as  I  expected  to. witness  some- 
thing exceptionally  good,  and  I  must  say  when  on  Tues- 
day, November  24th,  I  had  the  pleasure  of  paying  my 
official  visit,  I  was  very  heartily  received  by  a  large  num- 
ber of  officers  and  members.  The  three  degrees  were 
exemplified  in  an  extremely  competent  manner  by  the 
officers,  who  are  very  enthusiastic  and  show  how  well 
they  have  been  trained  by  V.  E.  Comp.  Clarke  and  E. 
Comp.  Wray.  Both  these  officers  deserve  a  great  deal  of 
credit  for  the  interest  they  take  in  Capitular  Masonry. 
I  think  it  nothing  more  than  right  that  I  should  say  that 
the  work  of  this  Chapter  is  perhaps  the  best  in  the  dis- 
trict. I  had  the  pleasure  of  dedicating  and  consecrating 
this  Chapter,  after  which  we  adjourned  to  the  banqueting 
room,  where  we  enjoyed  a  very  pleasant  luncheon. 

Orient  Chapter,  No.  194,  Moosomin. — If  I  have 
one  keen  regret,  it  is  being  unable  to  visit  this  Chapter. 
I  made  arrangements  to  visit  on  Friday,  November  13th, 
and  when  I  started  with  eight  other  members  of  Moose 
Mountain  Chapter  to  motor  to  Moosomin  we  were  un- 
fortunately caught  in  the  first  snow  storm  of  the  season 
and  had  great  difficulty  in  reaching  Wawota  (about  half 
the  way),  where  we  had  to  stay  for  the  night.  I  met  E. 
Comp.  Stuart,  and  I  am  satisfied  he  will  look  after  the 
interests  of  Orient  Chapter,  and,  considering  the  work 
done  already,  as  appears  from  their  yearly  report,  I  am 
satisfied  this  Chapter  will  make  a  creditable  showing  dur- 
ing the  next  year,  ' 

All  of  which  is  fraternally  submitted. 

Jno.  R.  Anderson, 
Grand  Supt.  Saskatchewan  B.  District,  Mo.  igC. 
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NEW  ONTARIO  DISTRICT,  No.  20. 

To  the  Most  Excellent  the  Grand  Z.,  Officers  and  Com- 
panions of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons 
of  Canada: 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  for  your  consideration  the 
report  on  the  condition  of  Capitular  Masonry  in  the  New 
Ontario  District,  No.  20. 

The  numerical  strength  of  this  district  consists  of  five 
Chapters,  situated  respectively  as  follows:  Pembroke, 
No.  58,  at  Mattawa;  Tuscan,  No.  95,  at  Sudbury;  Algon- 
quin, No.  102,  at  Sault  Ste.  Marie;  St.  Johns,  No.  103, 
at  North  Bay,  and  Temiskaming,  No.  169,  at  New  Lis- 
keard.  The  membership  of  the  district  is  697,  a  net  gain 
of  28  for  the  year.  Harmony  reigns  within  its  confines. 
No  cloud  appeared  on  the  horizon;  concord  and  happi- 
ness stand  out  pre-eminently  in  every  Chapter.  All  the 
Chapters  were  visited  by  your  Grand  Superintendent. 
Each  one  vied  with  the  other  to  do  him  greatest  honor. 
On  all  occasions  I  was  ably  supported  by  Past  Grand 
Chapter  officers. 

Each  Chapter  exemplified  some  work  for  my  ap- 
proval. In  this  all  were  most  painstaking,  and  little  was 
needed  on  my  part  to  say  in  the  way  of  "criticism  or  cor- 
rection. The  financial  condition  of  all  is  excellent.  One 
only  has  any  liabilities,  being  for  rent  due,  for  which 
ample  cash  is  in  the  treasury,  and  nearly  all  have  nice 
cash  balances  in  bank.  "The  property  of  all  save  one  is 
protected  by  insurance,  their  paraphernalia  in  order  and 
in  good  condition.  I  found,  however,  only  two  Chapters 
with  their  Book  of  Marks  in  reasonable  shape.  In  these 
two  cases  they  were  fairly  well  kept  and  entered  up.  The 
other  three  did  not  appear  to  take  much  notice  of  this  part 
of  the  constitution.  I  would  suggest  that  the  incoming 
Grand  Superintendent  again  take  this  up,  so  that  as  com- 
plete a  record  as  possible  be  obtained  and  maintained  for 
the  district. 

I  regret  to  again  have  to  report  an  enormous  amount 
of  outstanding  dues.     This  is  neither  good  business  nor 
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good  Masonry,  and  I  would  urge  that  the  incoming  offi- 
cers of  the  Chapters  treat  this  condition  fairly  and 
frankly.  If  a  Companion  is  willing  but  unable,  clear  him 
up  and  give  him  a  fresh  start;  if  able  but  unwilling,  I  feel 
it  would  be  wiser  to  erase  his  name  from  the  roll  of  mem- 
bership of  the  Royal  Craft. 

I  had  hoped  to  have  been  able  to  hold  a  Chapter  of 
Instruction  during  my  term  of  office.  The  intention  was 
to  convene  it  during  the  month  of  September.  With  the 
outbreak  of  hostilities  in  Europe,  in  the  beginning  of 
August,  and  the  serious  proportions  which  they  at  once 
took,  this  had  to  be  abandoned. 

A  dispensation  for  a  new  Chapter  was  applied  for  by 
the  Companions  residing  in  the  town  of  Cobalt,  and  all 
went  well  until  it  came  to  a  matter  of  jurisdiction  so  far 
as  Haileybury  was  concerned.  The  town  of  Haileybury 
lies  between  the  now  existing  Chapter  at  New  Liskeard, 
Temiskaming,  No.  169,  to  the  north,  and  the  town  of 
Cobalt  to  the  south.  Part  of  the  town  of  Haileybury 
appears  to  be  in  one  jurisdiction  and  part  in  the  other. 
To  divide  it  and  give  Haileybury  entirely  to  one  or  the 
other  appears  to  the  Companions  opposite  as  manifestly 
unfair,  and  I  feel  that  Grand  Chapter  would  be  acting  in 
the  best  interests  of  the  Royal  Craft  if  concurrent  juris- 
diction were  permitted  so  long  as  Haileybury  had  no 
Chapter  of  its  own. 

Attached  herewith  is  a  statistical  table  showing  in  de- 
tail all  the  salient  points  in  connection  with  the  work 
done,  the  meetings  held,  the  financial  condition,  and  the 
prospects  of  the  Chapters. 

In  conclusion,  I  have  to  thank  the  Companions  of  my 
district  for  the  honor  conferred  in  electing  me  to  the 
highest  position  it  was  in  their  power  to  give,  for  the  uni- 
versal kindness  and  courtesy  extended  on  all  occasions, 
and  to  express  the  hope  that  I  have  at  least  dropped  some 
kernel  which  may  bring  forth  excellent  fruit  in  the  future. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

C.  W.  Haentschel,  M.D., 
Grand  Supt  Neiv  Ontario  District,  No.  20. 
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KLONDIKE  CHAPTER,  No.  154.  UNATTACHED. 

To  the  Most  Excellent  the  Grand  Z.}  Principals  and  Offi- 
cers of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of 
Canada: 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  on  the 
condition  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry  in  the  Yukon  Territory 
for  the  year  ending  with  November,  191 4. 

Being  a  member  of  the  only  Chapter  in  Yukon,  and 
living  in  Dawson,  where  the  convocations  are  held,  I  can 
with  knowledge  well  grounded  say  that  the  officers  of 
Klondike  Chapter,  No.  154,  are  all  capable  men  and  con- 
duct all  ceremonies  in  strict  compliance  with  the  require- 
ments of  the  Most  Excellent  the  Grand  Chapter  from 
which  we  have  the  honor  to  hold  a  warrant. 

Money  stringency,  war  and  some  local  business  mat- 
ters have  tended  to  restrict  increase  in  membership;  but 
the  officers  and  Companions  have  good  hopes  for  a  for- 
ward march  next  year. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

John  Black,  per  J.  L.  B., 

Acting  Grand  Supt.,  Yukon. 

Dawson,  Y.T. 


It  was  moved  by  R.  E.  Comp.  W.  S.  R.  Murch,  sec- 
onded by  R.  E.  Comp.  A.  S.  Gorrell,  and 

Resolved, — That  the  reports  of  the  Grand  Superintendents 
of  Districts  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Condition  of 
Capitular  Masonry,  to  report  later  on  at  this  Convocation. 
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COMMUNICATIONS. 

Illness  or  circumstances  occasioning  unavoidable  ab- 
sence brought  explanatory  letters  or  wired  messages 
from  a  number  of  Companions,  who  expressed  regret  for 
absence  from  the  Annual  Convocation.  Among  these 
read  were  from  M.  E.  Comps.  J.  Ross  Robertson,  P.G.Z., 
Grand  Representative  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  New 
York;  Judge  J.  E.  Harding,  P.G.Z.,  Grand  Representa- 
tive of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Massachusetts ;  R.  E. 
Comps.  R.  G.  W.  Conolly,  Grand  Representative,  Grand 
Chapter  of  Maryland;  Alex.  Cowan,  Grand  Representa- 
tive, Grand  Chapter  of  West  Virginia;  Dr.  J.  M.  Shaw, 
Grand  Representative,  Grand  Chapter  of  Delaware;  J.  S. 
Master,  R.  F.  Carter,  J.  M.  Rudd  and  J.  H.  Munro, 
Grand  Superintendents. 

FOREIGN  CORRESPONDENCE. 

R.  E.  Comp.  Geo.  J.  Bennett,  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Correspondence,  presented  the  annual 
report  of*  that  Committee,  which,  on  motion  of  R.  E. 
Comp.  W.  S.  R.  Murch,  seconded  by  R.  E.  Comp.  A.  S. 
Gorrell,  was  received  and  ordered  to  be  printed  as  an 
appendix  to  the  Proceedings. 

REPORT  OF  THE  GRAND  SCRIBE  E. 

To  the  Most  Excellent  the  Grand  Z.,  Officers  and  Com- 
panions of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons 
of  Canada: 

Companions, — The  bright  outlook  promised  us  at  the 
close  of  last  Annual  Convocation  has  been  shadowed  by 
events  of  so  disturbing  nature  from  within  as  well  as 
from  without  that  to  report  satisfactorily  from  the  stand- 
point of  this  office  would  seem  to  be  a  task  of  some  diffi- 
culty. There  is  no  cloud,  however  dark  and  ominous, 
behind  which  there  is  not  a  silver  lining,  and  a  glimpse 
of  which  serves  to  foster  a  hope  of  better  things  to  come. 
The  prompt  and  cheerful  response  by  the  sons  of  our 
Dominion  to  the  call  of  the  Empire  was  magnificent.     It 
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was  a  display  of  loyalty  that  accelerated  the  heart-throb  in 
each  of  us,  and  although  we  feel  that  among  the  many 
interests  inevitably  affected  by  the  temporary  departure 
of  hosts  of  Canada's  courageous  volunteers,  our  own 
Royal  Craft  must  experience  to  a  certain  degree  the  thin- 
ning out  for  a  period  of  a  companionship  we  have  hith- 
erto prized  and  enjoyed,  and  which,  we  trust,  will  be 
restored  to  us  with  enhanced  value  for  the  hardships  its 
members  will  have  endured.  To  estimate  the  number  of 
our  Companions  whose  absence  from  the  Capitular  circle 
in  obedience  to  their  country's  call,  would  be  difficult 
now,  but  we  know  that  they  are  many,  and  with  them  go 
our  earnest  prayers  for  safety  and  success. 

Another  episode  not  of  a  nature  to  arouse  pride  or 
exultation  is  the  deplorable  action  of  a  few  Companions 
of  a  western  province  who  endeavored  to  set  up  an  inde- 
pendent organization  by  a  defiance  of  constituted  author- 
ity, a  procedure  that  is  hardly  likely  to  be  given  a  place 
of  honor  with  the  admirable  patriotic  impulse  already 
referred  to.  The  annals  of  Grand  Chapter,  in  existence 
now  for  nearly  sixty  years,  are  clean,  and  unt'il  an  ugly 
blot  was  thus  wantonly  contributed,  its  pages  are  un- 
blemished. The  matter  will,  of  course,  be  dealt  with  else- 
where, and  I  will  not  further  dwell  upon  an  incident  with 
which  most  of  you  have  been  informed  already.  My 
mention  of  it  was  to  furnish  an  explanation  for  the  ap- 
parent shrinkage  in  the  total  gain  in  membership  shown 
by  the  compiled  statistics,  a  shrinkage  that  will  be  found 
ere  long  to  be  more  apparent  than  real.  The  Chapters 
alleged  to  have  been  influenced  by  the  leaders  of  the 
revolt  referred  to  were  each  notified  that  action  by  the 
Grand  Chapter  authorities  would  be  deferred  for  thirty 
days  in  order  that  the  membership  might  have  sufficient 
time  to  consider  their  position.  Such  notice  was  sent  to 
the  First  Principal  of  each  Chapter,  but  it  is  extremely 
doubtful  if  the  members  of  the  Chapters  were  ever  given 
an  opportunity  to  discuss  the  question.  One  only  reply 
was  received,  and  that  Chapter  declared  wholly  and  un- 
reservedly to  abide  by  its  allegiance  to  Grand  Chapter. 
The  continued  silence  of  the  remainder  brought  about 
their  suspension,  although  it  is  reasonably  certain  that 
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the  individual  members  were,  and  are,  more  or  less  inno- 
cent of  the  position  in  which  the  action  of  the  leaders  of 
the  movement  placed  them. 

Notwithstanding  adverse  conditions  necessitated  by 
these  and  other  circumstances,  we  are  enabled  to  an- 
nounce a  net  gain  in  membership  for  the  past  year  of 
531,  and  as  may  be  gathered  from  the  statement  of  the 
M.  E.  Grand  Treasurer,  Grand  Chapter  is  wealthier  than 
it  was  at  this  period  last  year  by  $665. 

One  remarkable  feature  is  shown  in  the  number  of 
exaltations  by  Chapters,  which  carries  with  it  its  own 
significance.  The  two  Chapters  heading  the  list  are  both 
located  in  Alberta,  the  Capital  City  Chapter  at  Edmonton 
showing  104  exaltations,  and  Keystone  Chapter  at  Red 
Deer  65.  Other  Alberta  Chapters  recorded  good  work, 
Vermilion  Chapter  at  Vermilion  exalting  41  and  Assini- 
boia  at  Medicine  Hat  32,  from  which  it  may  be  inferred 
that  the  counter-attractions  set  up  by  the  advocates  of 
unauthorized  independence  or  the  "  bargain  day  "  induce- 
ments offered  to  excite  a  possible  cupidity,  were  found 
wanting  when  tried  in  the  balance  with  loyalty  and  right. 

In  the  matter  of  punctuality  with  returns,  I  fear  I 
cannot  congratulate  the  Chapters  as  a  whole  on  any  per- 
ceptible improvement.  Those  who  have  been  markedly 
prompt  in  the  past  years  are  still  careful  to  live  up  to 
their  reputation,  and  to  those  Scribes  our  grateful  appre- 
ciation is  due.  There  are  others,  however — but  that  is 
another  story,  and  an  old  one.  Its  repetition  seems  but  to 
stimulate  in  the  contrary  direction.  By  virtue  of  fre- 
quent appeals  I  contrived  to  gather  in  all  but  one  within 
a  week  of  Grand  Chapter,  and  this  is  to-day  the  only 
delinquent  Chapter. 

THK  DELINQUENT. 

Crow's  Nest  Chapter,  No.  137,  at  Fernie. 

A  source  of  much  annoyance  and  consequent  delay  is 
the  holding  back  by  the  Scribes  E.  from  the  Grand 
Superintendent  of  the  "  summary  of  information  "  neces- 
sary for  that  officer  to  compile  his  statement  of  statistics. 
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In  every  instance  where  it  was  found  necessary  to  re- 
mind the  Grand  Superintendent  that  his  report  was  over- 
due the  delay  was  at  once  attributed  to  the  Scribe  E.  of 
one  or  more  Chapters  who  could  not  find  time  to  satisfy  a 
requirement  that  would  employ  barely  five  minutes. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  Chapters  reporting  15 
or  more  exaltations  during  the  year.  Some  of  these,  as 
well  as  others  not  so  busy,  with  commendable  prompti- 
tude comply  with  the  Constitutional  regulation  by 
applying  within  reasonable  time  for  the  registration  and 
certificate  of  the  newly  admitted,  but  many  neglect  this 
very  important  provision.  It  frequently  happens  that  a 
Companion,  after  completing  his  degrees,  is  called  away 
to  some  distant  part  of  the  Dominion  or,  it  may  be, 
abroad.  His  desire  to  associate  with  Companions  or  per- 
haps affiliate  with  the  Chapter  at  his  new  location  receives 
a  rude  shock  when,  as  invariably  happens,  I  am  applied 
to  and  am  forced  to  reply  that  I  know  nothing  whatever 
about  the  Companion.  This  was  the  case  in  connection 
with  one  of  the  Chapters  in  the  accompanying  list,  the 
return  for  which  I  received  only  after  repeated  solici- 
tation, and  which  includes  many  exaltations,  nearly  a 
score  of  which  were  completed  over  six  months  ago,  and 
yet  it  is  not  with  any  idea  of  being  flippant  that  I  include 
it  among 

THE   ACTIVE    CHAPTERS. 

Capital  City,  U.D.,  Edmonton,  104;  Keystone,  U.D., 
Red  Deer,  65;  Saskatoon,  No.  165,  Saskatoon,  50; 
Antiquity,  No.  91,  Toronto,  43;  Vermilion,  U.D.,  Ver- 
milion, 41  ;  Assiniboia,  No.  126,  Medicine  Hat,  32;  Ark, 
No.  80,  Windsor,  27 ;  Fort  William,  No.  140,  Fort  Wil- 
liam, 26;  King  Solomon's,  No.  8,  Toronto,  and  Willson, 
No.  64,  Welland,  25  each;  St.  John's,  No.  6,  Hamilton, 
and  Wawanosh,  No.  15,  Sarnia,  24  each;  Algonquin,  No. 
102,  Sault  Ste.  Marie,  23 ;  Mount  Horeb,  No.  20,  Brant- 
ford,  and  Palestine,  No.  54,  St.  Thomas,  22  each;  Wel- 
lington, No.  47,  Chatham;  Moose  Jaw,  No.  162,  Moose 
Jaw,  and  Temiskaming,  No.  169,  New  Liskeard,  21  each; 
Carleton,   No.    16,   Ottawa,   20;   Shuniah,   No.   82,   Port 
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Arthur,  and  Rabboni,  No.  171,  Dauphin,  19  each;  Occi- 
dent, No.  77,  Toronto,  and  Nelson,  No.  123,  Nelson,  18 
each;  Orient,  No.  194,  Moosomin,  17;  Shekinah,  No.  138, 
Toronto,  and  Govan,  No.  193,  Govan,  16  each;  Ancient 
Frontenac  and  Cataraqui,  No.  1,  Kingston;  Pentalpha, 
No.  28,  Oshawa ;  Prince  Rupert,  No.  52,  Winnipeg,  and 
Pacific,  No.  190,  Vancouver,  15  each. 

NEW    CHAPTERS. 

As  soon  as  possible  after  the  last  Annual  Convo- 
cation I  had  engrossed  the  authorized  warrants,  and 
forwarded  same  to  the  proper  officers  for  the  following 
chartered  Chapters:  Calgary,  No.  189,  Calgary;  Pacific, 
No.  190,  Vancouver;  North  Vancouver,  No.  191,  North 
Vancouver ;  Trinity,  No.  192,  Melville ;  Govan,  No.  193, 
Govan;  Orient,  No.  194,  Moosomin,  and  Peel,  No.  195, 
Brampton. 

Chapters  continued  under  dispensation  were :  Key- 
stone, at  Red  Deer,  Alta. ;  Capital  City,  at  Edmonton, 
Alta. ;  Couchiching,  at  Orillia,  Ont.,  and  Vermilion,  at 
Vermilion,  Alta. 

To  these  are  added  this  year  and  duly  instituted : 

Hillvue  Chapter,  U.D.,  Hillcrest,  Alta. — Eleven  peti- 
tioners:  Thomas  M.  Burnett,  D.  C.  Mackenzie,  No.  177; 
Thomas  Corkill,  No.  137;  Alexander  Macdonald,  No. 
106;  W.  J.  Huston,  No.  67,  G.R.C. ;  James  Nicol,  John 
A.  S.  Wallace,  No.  282;  David  S.  Howe,  No.  271 ;  Hugh 
Hunter,  No.  275,  G.R.S. ;  Clarence  W.  Johnston,  No. 
19,  G.  R.  Wash;  John  Daniel  McDonald,  No.  8,  G.R.N.S. 

Tau  Cross  Chapter,  U.D.,  Claresholm,  Alta. — Nine 
petitioners:  Harold  Morton  Henderson,  No.  121  ;  George 
Simpson,  Harry  Oxenham  Haslem,  John  Bernard  Boese, 
Alfred  E.  Thompson,  Charles  W.  James,  Carl  Julius 
Breren,  James  G.  Murray,  No.  159;  William  fames 
Moorehead,  No.   176,  G.R.C. 

King  George  Chapter,  U.D.,  Yorkton,  Sask. — Fifteen 
petitioners :    Thomas   Ferguson   Acheson,    Donald   Mac- 
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Leay,  Bertram  Gilroy  Clements,  William  Henry  Bissett, 
Samuel  Ralph  Waugh,  Frederick  John  Moritz,  Arthur 
Edward  Doberemer,  Thomas  Goulden,  Charles  Robert 
Bull,  No.  192 ;  Harold  Llewellyn  Edmonds,  Francis 
William  Bull,  Charles  Edward  Magrath,  Joseph  Mon- 
crieff  Clark,  No.  136,  G.R.C. ;  Jesse  Vilotus  Martin,  No. 
4,  G.R.Q.;  William  Neil,  No.  282,  G.R.S. 

Mount  Olivet  Chapter,  U.D.,  Killam,  Alta.— Ten  peti- , 
tioners :  Francis  Edward  Nichol,  Charles  Ernest  Me- 
Gowan,  William  Gibb,  James  Harmon  Cauldwell,  James 
Richard  Large,  Alexander  McKee,  Arthur  Beresford 
Macdonald,  No.  172;  William  John  Haynes,  No.  158; 
England  Gardiner  Pepper,  No.  113,  G.R.C. ;  Robert  Me- 
Gowan,  No.  104,  G.  R.  Ind. 

by-laws. 

Codes  of  by-laws  have  been  presented  to  the  M.  E. 
the  Grand  Z.  and  approved  for  the  following  Chapters : 

St.  George's,  No.  5;  Pacific,  No.  190;  Antiquity,  No. 
91;  Corinthian,  No.  101 ;  Trinity,  No.  192;  Orient,  No. 
79;  North  Vancouver,  No.  191  ;  Govan,  No.  193;  Orient, 
No.  194. 

Amendments  to  by-laws  were  also  submitted  and  ap- 
proved as  follows: 

Occident,  No.  jy ;  Signet,  No.  34;  Bekah,  No.  176; 
Camosun,  No.  182;  Rossland,  No.  122;  Westminster,  No. 
124;  Granite,  No.  61;  Revelstoke,  No.  128;  Nelson,  No. 
123;  Alberton,  No.  152;  The  Hiram,  No.  2;  St.  George's, 
No.  K\  St.  John's,  No.  103;  Carleton,  No.  16;  Guelph, 
No.  40. 

GAINS  AND  LOSSES. 

Xumber  of   Chapters,   Warranted 170 

Number  of   Chapters.   U.D \ 

171 
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Number  of  Members,  December  31st,  1913 18.333 

Registrations,  December  31st,  1914..  1,584 

Joinings,   December  31st,    1914 200 

"  Restorations,   December   31st,    1914..      31 

1,815 

Number  of  Withdrawals,  December  31st,  1914..    243 
"  Suspensions,  December  31st,   1914. . .    295 

Deaths,  December  31st,   1914 195 

733 

Gain 1,082 


Total  Membership,  December  31st,  1914...    19,415 
Less   suspensions   through   secession 535 


18,880 

By   Provinces.  Additions.  Removals. 

Saskatchewan 200  35 

Alberta 321  14 

Manitoba 72  52 

British  Columbia    126  75 

Ontario 1,095  556 

1,814  732 

Gain 1.082 

Less   by   secession 535 

547 

No.  Xo. 

Members  Members 

Alberta    Chapters.                                   last  year.  at  present. 

106,  Alberta 226  38 

118,  North    Star    160  19 

172,  Mount  Horeb   60 

176,  Bekah 34  26 

179,  Otuskwan 52  25 

188,  Bow    Valley    49 

189,  Calgary 62 

643  108 

Suspensions  through  secession  Alberta 535 
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CASH  STATEMENT— GRAND  SCRIBE  E. 

Dr. 

From  Chapters — 

Certificates     $1,624.00 

Membership   Dues    4,605.80 

Registration  Fees  1,711.50 

Dispensations     42.00 

Warrants   . .'. 240.00 

Constitutions    283.50 

Sundries,  Ceremonies,  etc 203.77 

$  8,710.57 

From  Interest  and  Investments — 

Mercantile   Trust    Co $  135.00 

Bank  of  Commerce   113.60 

Industrial  School  Bonds,  1914 680.00 

Toronto   General  Trusts    218.76 

Weston   Debentures,   1914 97.42 

Oshawa  Debentures,   1914 119.69 

Stratford  Debentures,   1914 100.84 

$  1,465.31 

$10,175.88 
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Cr. 

191-1 — Brought   forward — over  deposited  by   G. 

S.  E.,  1913  $         .57 

Feb.   10— Dep'd  in  Can.  Bank  of  Com. . . .      186.15 

"  '  19—  "  "  ....      242.90 

Mar.    4—  ....      181.95 

112.00 

161.15 

142.25 

156.80 

96.30 

134.85 

129.15 

139.15 

142.90 

63.20 

148.10 

179.70 

340.00 

83.60 

50.00 

59.38 

185.35 

48.00 

33.75 

135.15 

107.75 

97.42 

105.50 

168.15 

67.65 

50.40 

212.00 

459.69 

119.70 

287.10 

174.40 

331.90 

353.35 

109.38 

1.076.45 

134.59 

580.35 

996.25 

390.82 

476.73 

332.30 

401.65 

-$10,185.88 


" 

18— 

" 

30— 

Apr 

2 

•• 

"  15— 

N 

30— 

Ma> 

•    A— 

" 

14— 

" 

22— 

n 

29— 

June    1 

(i 

11— 

" 

26— 

.4 

26— 

u 

30— 

July 

2— 

" 

2 

" 

15— 

" 

23— 

Oct. 

2— 

u 

2— 

<« 

7— 

•' 

10— 

'* 

28— 

Nov.  20- 

<< 

SO- 
I- 
LS— 

JJec. 

u 

<< 

18— 

" 

18— 

" 

21— 

11 

23— 

" 

28— 

<< 

31— 

Jan. 

5— 

u 

5— 

" 

7— 

" 

11 — 

u 

13 — 

u 

18 — 

'• 

20— 

" 

22— 

u 

30— 

Returned  cheque  charged  back  by  Bank,  22/5/14         10.00 

$10,175.88 


X 
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ANNUAL  STATEMENT,  3ist  DECEMBER,  1914. 
FEES  AND  DUES  FROM  CHAPTERS. 


1  Ant.  Frontenac 

and  Cataraqui. . .  $   69 .  25 

2  The  Hiram 102 .80 

3  St.  John's 109-50 

4  St.  Andrew's  and 

St.  John's 72-75 

5  St.  George's 116.70 

6  St.  John's 130.50 

[  7  The  Moira 64 .  75 

8  King  Solomon's  . .  109.75 

15  Wawanosh m.65 

16  Carleton 96.70 

18  Oxford 30 .90 

19  Mount  Moriah. .. .  63.25 

20  Mt.  Horeb 2  .00 

22  Grenville 20.25 

23  Ezra 41 .00 

24  Tecumseh 64.15 

26  St.  Mark's 37-75 

27  Manitou 81.10 

28  Pentalpha 56 .  25 

29  McCallum 29. 25 

30  Huron 33-5© 

31  Prince  Edward.  . .  42.90 

32  Waterloo 56.15 

34  Signet 72.25 

35  Keystone 20.25 

36  Corinthian 52  .30 

37  Victoria 28.50 

40  Guelph 40 .  25 

41  Harris 25.00 

44  Mt.  Sinai 31 .50 

45  Excelsior 22.75 

46  St.  James 61.15 

47  Wellington 96.80 

48  St.  John's 20.00 

52  Prince  Rupert's. .  245.30 

53  Bruce 41.75 

54  Palestine II5-25 

55  Niagara 11 .  25 

56  Georgian 57 .00 

57  King  Hiram 32.75 

58  Pembroke 28 .  35 

59  Sussex 57  -  20 

60  Doric 20 .  25 

61  Granite 21.50 

62  York 47.50 

63  Havelock .25.45 


64  Willson $  90 .  25 

65  St.  Paul's 55-9o 

66  The  Malloch.  ...  16.35 

67  Enterprise 33  00 

68  Maitland 10 .  75 

69  Grimsby 28 .00 

70  Grand  River. ...  32  45 

71  Prince  of  Wales .  37. 40 

72  Keystone 29.40 

73  Erie 48.50 

74  Beaver 35-5© 

75  St.  Clair 30.40 

76  Mt.  Nebo 58.50 

77  Occident. 156.00 

78  Minnewawa 15 .  75 

79  Orient 60 .  25 

80  Ark 112.40 

81  Aylmer 41 .95 

82  Shuniah 82  .50 

83  Ionic 28 .90 

84  Lebanon 16.50 

86  Macpherson 24.25 

88  MacNabb 13. 75 

91  Antiquity 156.50 

94  Midland 38 .45 

95  Tuscan 34. 50 

98  Vancouver 90 .50 

99  Keystone 36.25 

100  St.  Lawrence 48.00 

1 01  Corinthian 47 .25 

102  Algonquin 120.70 

103  St.  John's 55.50 

104  White  Oak 25.50 

106  Alberta 23 .90 

no  Warkworth 1 1 . 50 

112  St.  John's 28.00 

113  Covenant 5°-°5 

114  Bonnechere 35-5° 

115  Brant 22.00 

116  Maple 28.15 

117  Berlin 32-65 

1 18  North  Star 82  .50 

119  King  Cyrus 29.50 

120  Kootenay 18.50 

121  Wascana 73-5° 

122  Rossland 4 1.50 

123  Nelson 69.30 

124  Westminster  ....  74 . 50 
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125  Rocky  Mountain  $57.25 

126  Assiniboia '47-3° 

127  Keystone -24-9° 

128  Revelstoke 33  20 

129  Elliot 8.50 

130  Chantry 18.50 

131  Amabel '2.50 

132  Leeds 26.05 

133  St.  Francis 28.00 

134  King  Darius '3.25 

135  Succoth 27.00 

136  King  Edward .. .  54.65 

137  Crow's  Nest ....  21 .50 

138  Shekinah 73-4° 

139  St.  Andrew's..  ..  28.00 

140  Fort  William. .. .  102.20 

141  Keystone 26.40 

142  Cyrus I2-75 

143  Glengarry 13.25 

144  Presqu'  Isle 12.25 

145  The  St.  Patrick . .  142.50 

146  Bernard '5-75 

147  Lucknow 16.15 

148  St.  John's 17.50 

149  Atwood 25.35 

150  London 71   25 

153  Sombra 21  .85 

154  Klondike 46.60 

155  Ancaster 9 .  00 

156  Avondale 37- 25 

157  Okanagan 27.00 

158  Shekinah 6.40 

159  Golden  West 32-25 

160  Prince  Albert .  47 -65 

161  Madoc 20.00 

162  Moose  Jaw no. 25 

163  The  Beaches 45. 50 

164  Lome 22.90 

165  Saskatoon 170.00 


66  Moose  Mountain. 

67  Kichikewana.  . .  . 

68  Ionic 

69  Temiskaming. .  .. 

70  Golden  Compass.. 

71  Rabboni 

73  Weyburn 

74  Boundary 

75  The  Hamilton.  . . 

77  Kether 

78  Kaien 

79  Otuskwan 

81  Battleford 

82  Camosun 

83  Mount    Sinai 

84  Hugh  Murray.  .  . 

85  Toronto 

86  Unity 

87  Connaught 

88  Bow  Valley 

89  Calgary 

90  Pacific 

91  North  Vancouver 

92  Trinity 

93  Govan 

94  Orient 

95  Peel 

96  Keystone 

97  Capital  City 

98  Couchiching 

99  Vermilion 

200  Hillvue 

201  Tau  Cross 

202  Mount  Olivet...  . 
U.D  King  George.  .  . . 

Cobalt 

Extra  Sundries. . 


$66. 

40 

47- 

25 

36.65 

177. 

9° 

19. 

00 

73- 

80 

3050 

21 . 

00 

31 

20 

25 

50 

37 

05 

10 

00 

4i 

35 

25 

00 

28 

75 

H 

50 

65 

00 

36 

00 

50 

00 

2 

40 

'9 

00 

77 

30 

•   5* 

25 

46 

00 

37 

•75 

109 

.50 

54-55 

i97  45 

245 

•75 

57 

•50 

104 

•75 

41 

.00 

50 

.80 

25 

.00 

42 

.00 

25 

.00 

3 

•77 

$8,710.57 


Fraternally    submitted, 


Geo.  J.   Bennett, 

Gra?id  Scribe  E. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  GRAND  TREASURER. 


RECEIPTS. 

1914. 

[nterest. 

Deposits.     Total- 

Feb.     1 — To  Balance  Forward 

$  7,094.78 

«     io_  - 

Cash,  G.  S.  E 

% 

:     186.15        

"    19—  " 

n           << 

242.90        

Mch.  4—  " 

(i                    a 

181.95        

"    18—  " 

a                   a 

112.00 

"    30—  " 

II                    l< 

161.15        

Apl.    2—  " 

Mercantile    Trust    Co.  ? 

;     33.75 

"      2—  " 

Cash,  G.  S.  E 

108.50        

"    15—  " 

i<            i< 

156.80        

"    30—  " 

a                   u 

96.30        

May    4—  ' 

134.85        

u      14_   u 

it                   a 

129.15         

"    22—  " 

a                   a 

139.15        

i<      29_    " 

u                       it 

142.90        

.   "    30—  " 

:  Bank  Interest  to  date 

63.20 

Tune  11—  " 

Cash,  G.  S.  E 

148.10        

u    15—  * 

:  Industrial  School  Bds. 

340.66 

"    26—  " 

:  Cash,  G.   S.  E 

179.70        

"    30—  " 

ll                    a 

83.60        

July    2-  « 

Mercantile  Trust  Co.. 

33.75 

"      2—  ' 

(  Toronto  G.  Trusts  Co. 

50.00 

«      2_  i, 

:  Toronto  G.  Trusts  Co. 

59.38 

"    15—  ' 

'  Cash,  G.  S.  E 

151.60        

"    23—  " 

i          a                   a 

48.00        

Oct.     2—  ' 

'  Mercantile  Trust  Co.. 

33.75 

u      2—  " 

'  Cash,  G.  S.  E 

135.15        

it              J              tl 

i      << 

107.75        

«     10_  < 

'  Weston  Debentures   . . 

97.42 

"    28—  ' 

'  Cash,  G.  S.  E 

105.50        

Nov.  20—  ' 

(          a                   a 

168.15        

"    30—  ; 

i           a                    tt 

67.65        

"    30—  ' 

'  Bank   Interest   to   date 

50.40 

Dec.  15—  "  Cash,  G.  S.  E 

212.00        

"     18—  ' 

'  Industrial  School  Bds. 

340.66 

"    18—  « 

'  Oshawa  Debentures  . . 

119.69 

"    18—  ' 

(  Cash,  G.  S.  E 

119.70        

11    21—  ' 

'      "            " 

287.10        

"    23—  ' 

<          a                   a 

174.40        

"    28—  ' 

1          "                   "                     '    .  , 

331.90        

"    31—  « 

f          II                    t< 

353.35        

1915. 

Tan.     5 —  ' 

1  Toronto  G.  Trusts  Co. 

59.38 

11      5—  ' 

'  Toronto  G.  Trusts  Co. 

50.00 

"      5—  * 

'  Cash,  G.  S.  E •• 

1,076.45        

,.      ;_  , 

'  City  of  Stratford  De- 

bentures    

100.84 
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1914. 
Jan.     7— To  Mercantile  Trust  Co. 


7— 

'  Cash,  G.  S.  E 

13— 

.<            u 

18— 

{          tt                  a 

20— 

t           U                     « 

22— 

i           ((                     << 

30— 

H                       ft 

Interest.  Deposits.  Total. 

33.75  

580.35         

996.25  . . . . 

390.82        

476.73         

332.30        

401.65         


May  22 — Charged  back  by  Bank 


Receipts    

Overpaid,  31/1/14 


$1,465.31     $8,720.00 
10.00 


$8,710.00 

$10,175.88 

.57 

$10,175.31 


Feb.  2 
"  2 
"    2 

Mch. 


EXPENDITURES. 

Cheque  Benevo-      Dis- 

No.  lence.  bursed. 

-ByVigeon  &  Co.,  Auditors 1       $    150.00 

-"Union  Trust  Co.,  Rent 2       42.00 

-  "  W.  &  H.  Brown,  Flowers...  3       10.00 

-  "  Can.  Security  Co.,  a/c  G.S.E.  4   10.00 

■  "  E.  H.  B 5  30.00   

-  "  Mrs.  J.  E.  M 6  40.00   

-  "  Mrs.  J.  W.  W 7  35.00   

■  "  Mrs.  B.  C.  T 8  50.00   

■  "  Mrs.  J.  T.  H.., 9  30.00   

■  "  Mrs.  D.  C 10  65.00   

•  "  C.  W.  S 11  50.00   

■  "  Mrs.  W.  B.  W 12  30.00   

-  "  Mrs.  H.  R 13  40.00   

•  "  Mrs.  J.  W.  W 14  25.00   

-  "  Mrs.  J.  O'C 15  40.00   

•  "  Mrs.  L 16  25.00   

-  "  Mrs.  P.  G 17  25.00   

-  "  Miss  S 18  25.00   

•  "  H.  J.  S 19  25.00   

•  "  Mrs.  P.  F 20  25.00   

•  "  Mrs.  E.  G.  A 21  25.00   

•  "  Mrs.  J.  E.  H 22  55.00   

■  "  Mrs.  C.  K. . .   23  30.00   

"  Mrs.  W.  P 24  25.00   

•  "  Mrs.  H.  St.  V.  J 25  25.00   

■  "  Mrs.  J.  L.  R 26  25.00   

■  "  Mrs.  R.  A.  M 27  30.00   

•  "  W.  J.  K 28  40.00   

•  "  J.  W.  Pritchard,  G.  Janitor..  29   110.00 
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Cheque  Benevo-  Dis- 

No.  lence.     bursed. 

Mch.    1— By  J.  W.  Pritchard,  G.  Janitor..     30       $     10.00 

"      1—  "  Grand    Scribe   E.,    Incidentals     31       350.00 

"       1—  "  Geo.  J.  Bennett,  For.  Cor...     32 200.00 

.     "      1—  "  D.  F.  Macwatt,  Bal.  Exp.,  '13     33       150.00 

"       1—  "  D.  F.  Macwatt,  Trav.  Exp.,  '14    34       100.00 

"     10—  "  Might   Directory   Co.,   '14....     35       10.00 

"     10—  "  Atwell   Fleming  Printing  Co.     36       217.98 

"     10—  "  Union  Trust  Co.,  Rent 37       42.00 

Apr.     1—  "  Grand  Scribe  E.,  to  31st  Mch.     38       550.00 

"  Miss  B.  Laing,   to  31st  Mch.     39       125.00 

"  Grand  Treasurer,  to  31st  Mch.     40       25.00 

"Mercantile   Trust    Co 41       4.00 

"  W.  J.  Thomson,  Eng.   Plates    42       12.00 

"  Mrs.   M.   Bottomlv,  Wreath..     43       10.00 

13—  "  Atwell   Fleming   Printing  Co.    44       983.72 

"     13—  "  Bell  Tel.  Co.,  to  30th  June. . .     45       13.00 

«    30_  «  Union  Trust  Co.,  to  31st  May    46       42.00 

May    8—  "  D.    Henderson,    Engrossing..     47       35.00 

"      8—  "  Atwell   Fleming  Printing  Co.     48       212.27 

"      8 —  "  Bank  of  Montreal,  a/c  Spen- 
cer &  Co .' 49       40.85 

"      8—  "  Union     Trust     Co.,     to     30th 

June    50       42.00 

"      8—  "  Grand  Scribe  E.,  Customs...     51       6.90 

June   8—  "  R.  Harper,  Wreath,  W.  G...     52       15.00 

"    30--  "  Miss  B.  Laing,  to  30th  June. .     53       125.00 

"    30—  "  Grand  Treasurer,  to  30th  June     54       25.00 

"    30—  "  Grand  Scribe  E.,  to  30th  June     55       550.00 

"    30—  "  Union  Trust  Co.,  31st  July..     56       42.00 

July    4—  "  Rolph,  Clark  Co.,  Certificates     57       358.40 

"      4—  "  Grand  Scribe  E.,  to  30th  Sept.     58       250.00 

»      4_  «  Atwell   Fleming   Printing  Co.     59       272.55 

"      4—  "  Union  Trust  Co.,  to  Aug.  31st    60       42.00 

"      4—  "  Bell  Tel.  Co.,  to  30th  Sent. . .     61       13.00 

"      8—  "  T.      M.      Burnett,      "Hillcrest" 

Disaster    62       250.00 

"     17—  "  Rolph,    Clark   Co 63       9.25 

"     18—  "  D.  F.  Macwatt,  a/c  Exp 93       100.00 

Aug.  31—  "  Union  Trust  Co.,  to  30th  Sept.     64       42.00 

"    31—  "  Union  Trust  Co.,  to  30th  Oct.     65       42.00 

"    31—  "  E.    H.   B 66  30.00      

"    31—  "  Mrs.  J.  E.   M 67  40.00       

"    31—  "  Mrs.  J.  W.  W 68  35.00       

"    31—  "  Mrs.   B.   C.  T 69  50.00       

"    31—  "  Mrs.  J.   T.   H 70  30.00       

"    31—  "  Mrs.    D.   C 71  65.00       

"    3i_  «  c.   W.   S 72  50.00      

«    31—  "  Mrs.  H.  B.   W 73  30.00       

"    31—  "  Mrs.    H.    R 74  40.00       
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Cheque 

Benevo- 

Dis- 

No. 

lence. 

bursed. 

Aug.  31- 

By  Mrs.  J.  W.  W. 

75 

25.00 

« 

31— 

"  Mrs.  J.  O'C... 

76 

40.00 

•• 

31— 

"  Mrs.  T.  H.  L. 

77 

25.00 

•• 

31— 

"  Mrs.    P.   G.... 

78 

25.00 

•• 

31— 

"  Miss   S 

79 

25.00 

•• 

31— 

"  Mrs.  H.  J.  S.. 

80 

25.00 

•• 

31— 

"  Mrs.    P.    F.... 

81 

25.00 

•• 

31— 

"  Mrs.  E.   G.   A. 

82 

25.00 

" 

31— 

"  Mrs.   J.   E.   11. 

83 

55.00 

31— 

"  Mrs.   C.   K.... 

84 

30.00 

(i 

31— 

M  Mrs.  W.  P.... 

85 

25.00 

" 

31— 

"  Mrs.  H.  St.  V. 

J 

86 

25.00 

31— 

"  Mrs.  J.  L.  R.. 

87 

25.00 

" 

31— 

"  Mrs.  R.  A.  M.. 

88 

30.00 

■• 

31— 

"  W.   J.   K 

89 

40.00 

" 

31— 

"  Miss  B.  Laing, 

to  30th  Sept. 

90 

125.00 

" 

31— 

"  Grand  Treasurer,  to  30th  Sept. 

91 

25.00 

" 

31— 

"  Grand  Scribe  E. 

,  to  30th  Sept. 

92 

300.00 

Oct. 

3— 

"  Grand  Treas.,  a; 

/c  D.  C.  R... 

94 

48.90 

u 

3— 

"  Bell  Tel.  Co.,  to  31st  Dec... 

95 

13.00 

" 

3— 

"  Atwell   Fleming  Printing  Co. 

96 

163.29 

" 

3— 

"  Union  Trust  Co. 

,  to  30th  Nov. 

97 

42.00 

" 

5- 

"  Bank  of  Montreal,  G.  Z.  Reg. 

Case    

98 

10.96 

" 

5- 

"Western   Assurance   Co 

99 

4.00 

" 

12— 

"  D.  F.  Macwatt, 

Exp.  '14 

100 

100.00- 

u 

27— 

"  D.  Henderson,  Engrossing... 

101 

10.00 

Nov 

20— 

"  D.    Henderson, 

Engrossing. . 

102 

5.00 

" 

20— 

"  Union  Trust  Co 

,  to  31st  Dec. 

103 

42.00 

Dec. 

1 — 

"  Miss  B.  Laing, 

to  31st  Dec. . 

104 

125.00 

" 

1 — 

'  Grand  Treasurer,  to  31st    Dec. 

105 

25.00 

u 

1 — 

'  Grand  Scribe  E 

,to  31st  Dec. 

106 

550.00 

1 — 

'  Union  Trust  Co 

.,  to  31st  Tan. 

107 

42.00 

" 

1 — 

'  Mercantile  Trust  Co.,  to  Dec, 

1915     

108 

4.00 

" 

16— 

'  Rolph,  Clark  Co 

.,  Certificates 

109 

350.70 

" 

16— 

'  D.  F.  Macwatt, 

Expenses. . . . 

110 

100.00 

1915. 

Jan. 

7—  ' 

'  Bell    Tel.    Co... 

111 

13.00 

" 

7— 

'  Atwell   Fleming 

Printing  Co. 

112 

74.23 

■■ 

7— 

'  Rolph,    Clark   Co.,    Stationery 

113 

*    10.00 

7— 

'  Union  Trust   Co. 

,  to  28th   Feb. 

114 

42.00 

$1,630.00  $7,865.00 

Total     $9,495.00 

G.  B.'s  Incidental  Cheque 350.00 

Bank    Payments    $9,145.00 
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GRAND   TREASURER'S    STATEMENT   OF   INCOME 
AND  EXPENDITURE. 

1st  February,  1914,  to  31st  January,  1915. 


Income. 

Deposited  in  Bank  by 
Grand  Scribe  E.  on 
account  of  Dues, 
Fees,  etc.,  from 
Chapters    $8,710.00 

Interest  on  Invest- 
ments         1,465.31 


$10,175.31 


Expenditure. 

Accounts .  Paid    $  7,630.39 

Benevolent    Cheques.     1,880.00 


$  9,510.39 
Excess        of        Income 
Over    Expenditure.        664.92 


$10,175.31 


31st  January,  1914,  Capital: 

Bank  of   Commerce    $  7,094.78 

Investments    31,304.54 


$38,399.32 
Incidentals  Account  over,  spent,  31/1/14         10.38 

$38,388.94 

31st  January,  1915,  Capital: 

Bank  of   Commerce    $  7,775.09 

Incidentals  Account  over  spent,  31/1/15         25.77 


$  7,749.32 

Investments    31,304.54 

$39,053.86 

Net  Enhancement,  as  above,  during  the  year $664.92 

Geo.  Moore,  Grand  Treasurer. 

Vigeon  &  Co.,  Chartered  Accountants, 

Auditors. 

Hamilton,  January  31st,  1914. 

The  following  securities  are  deposited  in  the  Mercantile 
Trust  Company  Safety  Deposit  Vaults  in  Hamilton,  on  behalf 
of  the  Grand  Chapter  R.  A.  M.  of  Canada: 
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$17,000.00— The  Industrial  School  Association,  Toronto,  viz. : 

34  Debentures  of  $500  each — Debentures  dated 
2/12/95  and  due  2/12/1915,  with  Coupons,  4%, 
attached— 1/6/14— 1/12/14— 1/6/15— 1/12/15. 

3.000.00 — Mercantile  Trust  Company,  Guaranteed  Investment 
Receipts,  due  19th  March,  1915— Interest  4^4%, 
payable  1st  Jan.,  1st  Apr.,  1st  July,  1st  Oct. 

2,000.00— Toronto  General  Trusts,  due  1st  January,  1919— In- 
terest 5%,  payable  1st  Jan.  and  1st  July. 

2,500.00— Toronto  General  Trusts,  due  1st  January,  1918— In- 
terest 4*4%,  payable  1st  Jan.  and  1st  July. 

2,521.00— City  of  Stratford— Debentures  Nos.  69,  $1,000,  dated 
1/5/03,  due  1/1/27;  70,  $1,000,  dated  1/5/03,  due 
1/1/27;  71,  $521,  dated  1/5/03,  due  1/1/27;  In- 
terest Coupons  4%  Annually,  1st  Jan.,  1915,  to  1st 
Jan.,  1927— $100.84. 

2,659.75— Town  of  Oshawa— Debenture  No.   16,  $1,300.61,  due 

1st  Dec,   1921;   Debenture   No.    17,  $1,359.14,  due 

1st  Dec,  1922;  Interest  Coupons  4J/2%  yearly,  on 

1st  December. 

1,623.79 — Incorporated  Village  of  Weston,  Ont. : 

Deben.  No.  2— $432.23,  due  1st  Oct.,  1915— $25.93 

Deben.   No.  7— $578.43,  due  1st  Oct.,  1920— $34.70 

Deben.   No.  8— $613.13,  due  1st  Oct,  1921— $36.79 

Interest  Coupons  6%  annually  on  1st  October. 


$31,304.54 


Fraternally  submitted, 

Geo.  Moore, 
Feb.  24th,  191 5.  Grand  Treasurer. 


It  was  moved  by  R.  E.  Comp.  W.  S.  R.  Murch,  sec- 
onded by  R.  E.  Comp.  A.  S.  Gorrell,  and 

Resolved,— That  the  statements  of  the  Grand  Scribe  E.  and 
Grand  Treasurer,  for  the  year  1914,  be  received  and  referred  to 
the  Executive  Committee  for  audit  and  to  report  thereon  at  the 
present  Convocation. 
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BENEVOLENCE. 

To  the  M.  B.  the  Grand  Z.  and  Companions  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Canada: 

Your  Committee  on  Benevolence  have  examined  the 
applications  presented  to  them  and  respectfully  recom- 
mend that  the  following  grants  be  made : 

Chapter  No.     1.     Comp.  E.   H.   B $60.00 

"  3.     Widow  of  J.  E.  M 80.00 

"  3.     Widow  of  J.  W.  W 70.00 

"  3.     Widow  of  B.  C.  T 80.00 

-  6.     Widow  of  J.  T.  H 60.00 

"  8.     Widow  of  D.  C 130.00 

"  28.     Comp.  C.  W.  S 100.00 

"  37.    Widow  of  W.  B.  W 60.00 

"  44.     Widow  of  H.  R 80.00 

"  44.     Widow  of  J.  W.  W 50.00 

"  52.    Widow  of  J.  O'C 80.00 

"  54.     Mother  of  T.  H.  L 50.00 

"  54.    Widow  of   P.  G 50.00 

"  59.     Daughter  of  W.  B.  S 50.00 

"  62.    Widow  of  H.  J.  S 50.00 

"  63.     Widow  of  P.  F. 50.00 

"  63.    Widow  of  E.  G.  A 50.00 

"  72.     Widow  of  J.  E.   H 50.00 

"  72.     Children  of  J.  E.   H 60.00 

"  76.     Widow  of  C.  K 60.00 

"  77.    Widow  of  W.  P 50.00 

"  77.    Widow  of  H.  St.  V.  J 50.00 

"  136.    Widow  of  J.  H.  H.  F 130.00 

"  145.    Widow  of  J.  L.  R 50.00 

"  145.     Widow  of  R.  A.  M 50.00 

"  145.     Comp.  W.  J.  K 80.00 

$1,730.00 

Fraternally  submitted  on  behalf  of  the  Committee. 

J.  B.  Nixon, 

Chairman. 

It  was  moved  by  R.  E.  Comp.  W.  S.  R.  Murch,  sec- 
onded by  R.  E.  Comp.  J.  B.  Nixon,  and 

Resolved, — That  the  report  of  the  Executive  Committee  on 
Benevolence  be  received  and  adopted. 
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WARRANTS. 

To  the  M.  E.  the  Grand  Z.,  Officers  and  Companions  of 
the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Canada: 

Companions, — Your  Committee  on  Warrants  begs 
to  fraternally  report  that  the  four  Chapters  working 
under  dispensation,  carried  forward  from  last  year,  have 
made  a  remarkably  fine  record,  and  recommends  that 
charters  be  granted  to  the  following: 

Keystone  Chapter,  at  Red  Deer,  Alta.,  was  instituted 
with  ten  petitions.  During  the  year  it  has  added  seventy 
to  that  number.  Its  working  is  reported  as  being  excel- 
lent, and  the  Grand  Superintendent's  examination  of  the 
books  shows  them  to  be  exceedingly  well  kept. 

Capital  City  Chapter,  at  Edmonton,  Alta.,  also  has 
done  good  work.  Starting  with  forty-seven  petitioners, 
it  has  increased  that  number  by  the  addition  of  one  hun- 
dred and  eleven.  The  work,  as  testified  to  by  many  who 
have  had  the  privilege  of  witnessing  it,  is  stated  to  be 
beyond  compare,  and  the  books,  being  in  competent 
hands,  are  such  as  any  Chapter  might  be  proud  of. 

Vermilion  Chapter,  at  Vermilion,  Alta.,  was  insti- 
tuted with  ten  R.  A.  Masons,  and  it  has  added  to  that 
beginning  forty-seven  new  members.  The  Grand  Super- 
intendent reports  in  the  most  favorable  terms  of  its 
working,  books  and  prospects. 

Couchiching  Chapter,  at  Orillia,  Ont.,  had  an  aus- 
picious beginning  with  thirty-eight  petitioners,  and  since 
has  increased  that  number  by  nineteen.  Its  working  gen- 
erally and  the  bookkeeping  are  well  up  to  the  standard 
and,  being  located  in  a  congenial  Masonic  atmosphere,  its 
future  is  assured.  , 

The  latest  three  Chapters  to  claim  the  attention  of  the 
Committee,  and  to  which  should  be  granted  charters,  are : 

Hillvue  Chapter,  at  Hillcrest,  Alta.,  the  scene  of  the 
mining  disaster  in  the  early  months  of  the  year,  a  calam- 
ity that  afflicted  the  Masonic  community  sorely.  In  spite 
of  the  drawback,  the  young  Chapter  established  itself  so 
well  that  it  is  now  certain  of  earning  the  continued  confi- 


220       GRAND  CHAPTER  OF  CANADA 

dence  of  Grand  Chapter.  It  was  instituted  by  the  Grand 
Superintendent  of  the  district  with  eleven  good  Royal 
Arch  Masons. 

Tau  Cross  Chapter,  at  Claresholm,  Alta.,  was  insti- 
tuted with  nine  petitioners  and  has  since  added  fourteen. 
The  officers  of  the  young  Chapter  are  enthusiastic  Com- 
panions of  the  sort  that  set  the  pace  for  those  who  follow. 
They  have  most  commodious  quarters,  are  well  equipped, 
and  bid  fair  to  become  a  credit  to  Grand  Chapter. 

Mount  Olivet  Chapter,  at  Killam,  Alta.,  petitioned 
with  ten  signatures,  and  have  added  seven  to  their 
strength.  R.  E.  Comp.  Duncan,  the  instituting  officer, 
reports  in  high  terms  of  the  skill  and  enthusiasm  of  the 
officers  and  of  the  future  prospects  of  the  Chapter. 

Regarding  King  George  Chapter,  at  Yorkton,  Sask., 
fifteen  ardent  Royal  Arch  Masons  petitioned  for  a  Chap- 
ter in  this  centre  of  activity,  but  an  unexplained  delay  in 
effecting  preliminary  arrangements  has  postponed  the 
formal  institution. 

As  to  Cobalt  Chapter,  at  Cobalt,  Ont,  a  good  Masonic 
location,  as  the  strength  of  its  Blue  lodge  testified,  fur- 
nished some  twenty-five  petitioners  for  a  Chapter  in  the 
early  part  of  the  year,  and,  after  receiving  the  consent  of 
the  nearest  Chapter,  viz.,  Temiskaming,  at  New  Lis- 
keard,  a  difficulty  arose  over  the  matter  of  jurisdiction  in 
connection  with  the  town  of  Haileybury,  which  lies  just 
midway  between  New  Liskeard  and  Cobalt.  Concurrent 
jurisdiction  should  be  granted  to  both  New  Liskeard  and 
Cobalt  in  the  town  of  Haileybury,  and  it  is  so  recom- 
mended to  Grand  Chapter  by  your  Committee,  when  a 
new  application  is  made  for  a  Chapter  at  Cobalt. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

Walter  V.  Sanders, 

For  the  Committee. 

It  was  moved  by  R.  E.  Comp.  W.  S.  R.  Murch,  sec- 
onded by  R.  E.  Comp.  W.  V.  Sanders,  and 

Resolved, — That  the  report  of  the  Executive  Committee  on 
Warrants  be  received  and  adopted. 
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AUDIT  AND  FINANCE. 

To   the   Most  Excellent   the   Grand  Z.  and   the   Grand 
Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Canada: 

Companions, — On  Audit  and  Finance  your  Commit- 
tee submits  the  following  statement  of  the  receipts  and 
disbursements  for  the  past  year,  certified  to  by  the 
Auditors,  Vigeon  &  Co.,  Chartered  Accountants: 

SUMMARY  CASH  ACCOUNT,  YEAR  ENDED  31st  JANU- 
ARY,  1915. 

Balance,  31st  January,  1914,  as  per  last  account: 

At  Bank  of  Commerce $7,094.78 

Less  Due  to  Grand  Scribe  E 10.95 

$7,083.83 

Receipts  During  the  Year : 

Certificates     $1,624.00 

Dues     4,605.80 

Fees    1,711.50 

Dispensations     32.00 

Warrants     250.00 

Constitutions    283.50 

Sundries    203.77 

8,710.57 

Investments  : 

Interest    Received    1,465.31 

$17,259.71 
Disbursements  : 

Benevolence    $1,630.00 

Special  Donation  re  Hillcrest  Disaster 250.00 

$1,880.00 

Salaries    2,800.00 

Foreign    Correspondence    Report 200.00 

Office  Rent,  Telephone  and  Expenses 566.00 

Premium  on  Guarantee  Bond 10.00 

Grand  Chapter  Convocation  Expenses 120.00 

Printing  Proceedings,   Constitutions,   etc.,   Engross- 
ing Certificates,   Warrants,  etc 2,702.39 

Auditing,  Vigeon  &  Co 150.00 

Funeral  Wreaths    35.00 

Travelling  Expenses,  Grand  Z.,   1913 150.00 

Travelling  Expenses,  Grand  Z.,  1914 400.00 

Miscellaneous     12.00 

Expenses,  Grand  Superintendent,  Alberta 48.90 

Regalia,    Grand    Z.... 58.71 

Rent  of  Safety  Deposit  Box  and  Insurance 12.00 

$9,145.00 
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Grand  Scribe  E.,  Incidentals : 

Printing   and    Stationery    $24.80 

Postage    and    Express 217.39 

General    Expenses 123.20 

365.39 


$9,510.39 
Balance,   31st  January,    1915: 

At  Bank  of  Commerce $7,775.09 

Less  due  Grand  Scribe  E 25.77 

7,749.32 


$17,259.71 
We  have  maintained  a  running  audit  during  the  year,  and 
have  examined  the  Books,  Accounts  and  Vouchers  of  the  Grand 
Chapter.  We  certify  that  we  have  found  them  in  order,  and  the 
above  is  a  correct  summary  of  the  accounts.  We  also  certify 
that  the  Grand  Chapter  has  securities  in  a  safety  deposit  vault 
to  the  total  of  $31,304.54,  we  having  examined  them  and  found 
them  in  order. 

Vigeon  &  Co.,  Chartered  Accountants, 

Auditors. 
Toronto,  8th  February,  1915. 

Your    Committee   recommends   the    following  appro- 
priations : 

Benevolence    Grants    $1,730.00 

Foreign   Correspondence  Committee : 200.00 

Incidentals— Advance,    1915    300.00 

Office   Assistance    550.00 

Auditors'    Fee,    1914 150.00 

Catering,    Grand    Chapter 100.00 

With  pleasure  your  Committee  notes  the  continued 
prosperity  of  the  Royal  Craft  in  the  jurisdiction,  although 
several  unforeseen  events  happened  during  the  year 
which  at  first  glance  would  seem  to  retard  its  progress. 
Everything  has  been  found  to  be  in  a  highly  satisfac- 
tory condition  in  connection  with  the  office  of  the  Grand 
Scribe  E.  and  the  Grand  Treasurer. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

Henry  T.  Smith, 

Chairman. 
London,  February  24th,  191 5. 

Moved  by  R.  E.  Comp.  W.  S.  R.  Murch,  seconded  by 
R.  E.  Comp.  H.  T.  Smith,  and 

Resolved, — That  the  report  of  the  Executive   Committee  on 
Audit  and  Finance  be  received  and  adopted. 
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CONDITION  OF  CAPITULAR  MASONRY 

To  the  Most  Excellent  the  Grand  Z.,  Officers  and  Com- 
panions of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons 
of  Canada: 

Your  Committee  has  read  and  considered  the  reports 
of  the  twenty- four  Grand  Superintendents  who  have  dur- 
ing the  year  represented  the  Grand  First  Principal  in  the 
districts.  It  has  also  read  the  report  on  the  condition  of 
the  outlying  Chapter  in  the  Yukon  Territory.  The  re- 
ports of  the  Grand  Superintendents,  with  two  exceptions, 
are  satisfactory  reading,  bearing  testimony,  as  they  do,  to 
the  loyalty,  harmony  and  progress  which  prevails  all  over 
this  great  jurisdiction,  extending  from  the  Ottawa  River 
to  the  Pacific  Ocean. 

CHAPTERS. 

There  were  on  our  rolls  last  year  170  Chapters,  of 
which  166  were  warranted  and  4  under  dispensation. 
This  year  there  are  171  Chapters  on  our  rolls,  of  which 
170  are  warranted  and  1  is  under  dispensation. 

NUMERICAL  GROWTH. 

The  numerical  growth  is  satisfactory,  as  will  be  seen 
by  the  figures  below: 

Registrations   t  ,584 

Joinings    200 

Restorations    31 

1,815 

Resignations    243 

S.  N.  P.  D 295 

Deaths    195 

733 

This    shows    a    gain   of  1,082  for  the  year. 

The  gains  and  losses  by  Provinces  are  as  follows : 

Ontario  gained  1,095  and  lost  556 — net  gain  539. 
Alberta  gained  321  and  lost  14— net  gain  307. 
Saskatchewan  gained  200  and  lost  35 — net  gain  165. 
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British  Columbia  gained  126  and  lost  75 — net  gain  51. 
Manitoba  gained  72  and  lost  52 — net  gain  20. 
Yukon  gained  4  and  lost  2 — net  gain  2. 

These  figures  are  not  disappointing  when  the  pre- 
vailing conditions  and  circumstances  are  borne  in  mind. 
This  "Auxiliary  Nation  "  of  the  Empire  is  actively  en- 
gaged, as  it  should  be,  in  assisting  to  fight  the  battles  of 
the  Empire,  in  order  that  liberty,  peace  and  Christian 
civilization,  built  up  by  centuries  of  glory  and  honor, 
shall  not  perish  for  want  of  exertion  on  our  part.  In 
this  service  the  flower  of  our  youth  are  going  over  seas 
to  lay  down  their  lives,  if  necessary,  for  the  mother  land, 
and  we  are  supplying  money  for  arms,  ammunition,  cloth- 
ing, comforts,  as  well  as  for  transportation,  and  large 
sums  are  being  subscribed  to  feed,  clothe  and  otherwise 
aid  the  Belgian  people,  who  have  been  pillaged  and  slain 
because  they  stood  for  honor  and  refused  to  allow  Ger- 
many to  walk  over  them  that  she  might  surprise  France 
unprepared.  The  loss  of  so  many  young  men  from  our 
midst,  and  the  financial  burden  we  are  called  on  to  bear, 
no  doubt  has  affected  our  numerical  growth,  but  the 
glorious  readiness  of  Canadians  to  do  their  duty  compen- 
sates a  hundredfold  for  any  temporary  falling  off  in  the 
growth  of  our  Order. 

The  Grand  Superintendents  have  been  active  and 
careful  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties,  and  have  made 
every  effort  to  honestly  fulfil  their  obligations  to  Grand 
Chapter.  They  have  been  assiduous  in  visiting  the  Chap- 
ters under  their  direction.  Only  a  few  Chapters  have 
not  received  a  visit,  and  these  could  not  be  visited  owing 
to  circumstances  over  which  the  Superintendents  had  no 
control.  Their  reports  disclose  the  closeness  of  their  in- 
spection, and  inquiries  for  the  purpose  of  getting  an  in- 
telligent grasp  of  the  progress  of  the  Chapters,  and  the 
points  of  weakness,  if  any,  and  from  their  reports  your 
Committee  is  able  to  evolve  for  the  information  of  Grand 
Chapter  the  condition,  generally  speaking,  of  the  Royal 
Craft. 

The  Grand  Superintendents  comment  upon  the  kind- 
ness and  hospitality  they  received  everywhere,  the  cheer- 
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ful  readiness  with  which  their  requests  were  acceded  to 
and  their  directions  and  suggestions  carried  out.  Only 
two  of  the  twenty- four  Grand  Superintendents  have  not 
had  united  ohedience  and  loyal  support,  but  these  two, 
although  in  the  midst  of  rebellion,  preserved  their  tem- 
per, self-respect,  and  upheld  the  honor  and  dignity  of 
this  Grand  Chapter  in  a  manner  that  left  nothing  to  be 
desired.  Two  of  our  Grand  Superintendents  were  called 
away  to  serve  their  country  and  are  now  at  the  front. 
Their  duties  were  cheerfully  assumed  by  others  at  the 
request  of  the  Most  Excellent  the  Grand  First  Prin- 
cipal, and  faithfully  performed.  The  Grand  Superin- 
tendents were  indefatigable  in  pressing  upon  the  Chapters 
the  advisability  of  holding  Chapters  of  Instruction,  and 
as  a  consequence  of  this  activity  on  their  part  an  abnor- 
mally large  number  of  Chapters  of  Instruction  were  held. 
It  may  be  said  of  the  Superintendents  that  in  every 
possible  way  they  endeavored  to  improve  and  strengthen 
the  condition  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry.  Once  again, 
therefore,  your  Committee  has  reason  to  congratulate 
Grand  Chapter  on  being  so  well  and  energetically  served 
by  these  faithful  officers,  who  make  great  sacrifices  of 
time,  labor  and  money,  besides  enduring  much  discomfort 
in  order  that  the  careful  supervision  of  the  Chapters 
may  be  maintained.  Your  Committee  is  of  the  opinion 
that  the  travelling  expenses  of  Grand  Superintendents 
should  be  paid  by  the  Chapters  visited.  It  is  too  great  a 
tax  on  a  man  to  be  called  on  to  pay  his  expenses  in  addi- 
tion to  loss  of  time,  etc. 

WORK. 

The  work  is  reported  to  be  well  and  intelligently  ren- 
dered, in  nearly  all  the  Chapters,  and  the  First  Principals 
are  reported,  with  few  exceptions,  to  be  competent  to 
work  all  degrees.  The  Royal  Arch  work  is  exquisite 
when  properly  presented,  and  every  First  Principal 
should  make  an  earnest  effort  to  have  his  officers  perfect 
in  their  parts,  and  the  best  way  to  attain  that  end  is  to 
set  the  example  by  becoming  perfect  himself.  Your 
Committee  knows  how  difficult  it  is  to  meet  for  training 
where  population  is  sparse  and   Chapters  are  long  dis- 
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tances  apart.  It  is  aware  that  officers  do  make  great  sac- 
rifices to  be  present  when  their  Chapter  meets,  and  your 
Committee  therefore  does  not  desire  to  be  regarded  as 
rinding  fault,  but  rather  as  enforcing  the  duty  of  making 
all  possible  efforts  to  secure  good  and  accurate  work. 
Your  Committee  urges  that  Grand  Superintendents  ar- 
range their  visits  so  as  to  see  some  degree  worked  by  the 
Chapters,  and,  if  possible,  by  the  officers  of  the  year.  A 
visit  on  the  night  of  installation,  when  no  work  is  being 
done,  partakes  more  of  the  nature  of  a  social  visit — 
though  it  is  a  compliment  to  the  Superintendent  to  be 
asked  to  instal,  but  the  important  thing  is  that  the  Super- 
intendent shall  see  the  work  of  the  Chapter  and  be  able 
to  judge  of  its  accuracy  and  intelligence. 

MATERIAL. 

The  material  as  seen  by  the  Grand  Superintendents 
is  favorably  commented  upon,  and  this  might  well  be 
expected  if  proper  care  is  exercised  in  selection  of  candi- 
dates. If  a  Chapter  desires  to  have  permanent,  active 
Companions,  it  can  best  attain  that  end  by  finding  out 
what  kind  of  a  Craft  Mason  a  candidate  is  before  accept- 
ing him.  Those  who  are  careless  or  absentees  from  their 
lodge,  it  may  fairly  be  assumed  will  be  the  same  in  their 
relation  to  the  Royal  Arch.  Candidates  sometimes  come 
forward  with  a  desire  to  take  the  Arch  degrees  merely 
as  a  stepping-stone  to  something  else.  These  would-be 
"  birds  of  passage  "  should  not  be  encouraged  to  come  in, 
but,  on  the  other  hand,  no  effort  should  be  spared  to 
bring  in  good  Master  Masons  that  they  may  obtain  the 
beautiful  Royal  Arch  degree,  complete  their  Masonic 
education,  and  add  to  the  strength  of  the  Royal  Craft. 

FINANCIAL. 

The  invested  funds  of  Grand  Chapter  amount  to 
$31,304,  and  the  cash  in  hand  amounts  to  $7,749 — the 
total  cash  assets  being  $39,053.  Your  Committee  is 
pleased  to  be  able  to  report  the  care  exercised  by  the 
Grand  Treasurer  in  getting  good  investments  for  the 
funds  of  Grand  Chapter.     The  finances  of  the  Chapter 


ANNUAL  CONVOCATION,  LONDON,  1915  227 

arc  stated  to  be  well  looked  after,  and  the  Treasurer's 
books  are  reported  well  kept,  and  no  fraud  or  neglect  to 
properly  account  for  money  is  voiced  anywhere,  which 
is  an  eminently  satisfactory  state  of  affairs. 

SECRETARIAL. 

The  work  of  the  Scribes  is  favorably  mentioned  by 
most  of  the  Grand  Superintendents,  and  the  books  are 
said  to  be  well  kept,  correspondence  promptly  answered 
and  moneys  handed  over  to  the  Treasurers.  Your  Com- 
mittee regrets  that  it  finds  there  is  still  neglect  on  the 
part  of  some  of  the  Scribes  to  forward  proper  returns  tc 
the  Grand  Scribe  E.  The  reports  for  Grand  Chapter 
cannot  be  properly  prepared  in  the  absence  of,  say  the 
statistical  tables,  which  disclose  the  domestic  history  of  a 
Chapter.  Scribes  have  no  longer  any  excuse  for  this 
state  of  things,  because  there  is  ample  time  between  the 
end  of  the  year  and  the  last  week  in  February  for  them 
to  get  all  their  returns  and  forward  them  to  the  Scribe  E. 
The  Grand  Superintendents  should  impress  on  First 
Principals  and  Scribes  the  duty  of  sending  in  all  reports 
with  accuracy  and  dispatch. 

DEDICATION. 

All  Chapter  rooms  are  now  dedicated,  and  what  was 
a  blot  on  our  responsibility  for  "  doing  things  decently 
and  in  order  "  has  been  removed. 

MARK    AND  DEGREE   BOOKS. 

Your  Committee  has  for  several  years  been  calling 
attention  to  the  absence  of  these  valuable  records,  and  it 
has  been  on  more  than  one  occasion  suggested  that  circu- 
lars should  be  sent  to  the  First  Principals  and  the  Scribes 
of  each  Chapter,  calling  attention  to  the  necessity  for  the 
keeping  of  these  records.  If  any  action  has  been  taken  in 
this  matter  there  is  no  record  of  it  in  any  document, 
paper  or  report  to  which  your  Committee  has  had  access, 
nor  do  any  of  the  Superintendents  refer  to  it  in  their 
reports.  It  is  therefore  presumed  that  such  records  are 
regarded  as  obsolete,  and  that  it  is  impossible  to  awaken 
a  sense  of  duty  in  those  responsible  for  their  being  kept. 
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INSURANCE. 

It  is  pleasant  to  your  Committee  to  know  that  nearly 
every  Chapter  has  fire  insurance  upon  its  furniture  and 
other  effects,  but  occasionally  we  are  regretfully  recalled 
to  the  fact  that  some  Chapters  neglect  this  plain  duty. 
When  a  fire  occurs  everybody  wonders  why  there  was  no 
insurance.  It  is  strongly  recommended  that  First  Prin- 
cipals make  it  their  business  to  see  that  their  Chapters' 
property  is  properly  covered  by  insurance. 

BENEVOLENCE. 

The  benevolence  of  Grand  Chapter  during  the  year 
amounted  to  $1,880,  which  included  a  grant  of  $250.00 
to  the  victims  of  the  Hillcrest  colliery  explosion.  The 
benevolence  of  Grand  Chapter  is  fairly  satisfactory,  but 
we  must  be  prepared  for  more  serious  calls  upon  us  in 
connection  with  the  families  and  dependents  of  our  Com- 
panions who  are  serving  their  country  at  the  front.  The 
benevolence  of  the  private  Chapters  amounted  to  $6,400, 
which  is  the  largest  expenditure  for  this  purpose  in  the 
history  of  Grand  Chapter,  and  sets  a  good  example  to 
Grand  Chapter  itself  as  to  the  necessity  for  being  gen- 
erous in  the  distribution  of  benevolence.  The  total 
benevolence  of  the  Roval  Craft  during  the  vear  was 
$8,280. 

CHAPTERS  OF"  INSTRUCTION. 

Your  Committee  congratulates  Grand  Chapter  upon 
the  number  of  Chapters  of  Instruction  that  were  held 
during  the  year,  and  upon  the  energy  displayed  by  the 
Grand  First  Principal  in  being  present  at  so  many  of 
them.  The  Grand  H.  was  present  at  some  of  them  in 
the  Province  of  Ontario,  and  in  the  West  the  Grand  J. 
did  his  best  to  encourage  them  in  the  Province  of  Sas- 
katchewan, where  he  resides.  In  all  no  less  than  fifteen 
Chapters  of  Instruction  were  held,  which  is  a  record. 
The  Grand  Superintendents  who  held  them  speak  en- 
thusiastically of  the  benefit  to  their  districts.  The  at- 
tendance was  large,  the  work  was  instructive,  the  hospi- 
tality unbounded,  and  the  gathering  together  of  so  many 
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Royal  Arch  Masons  engendered  an  "  esprite  du  corps  " 
that  was  most  beneficial.  The  Grand  Superintendents 
who  held  the  schools  for  the  good  work  are  unanimous 
in  advising  their  successors  to  continue  the  practice.  The 
Committee  has  always  urged  the  holding  of  Chapters  of 
Instruction,  and  congratulates  Grand  Chapter  on  the 
splendid  results  obtained  this  year. 

From  what  has  been  said,  it  will  be  seen  that,  speak- 
ing generally,  the  Royal  Craft  is  in  a  satisfactory  condi- 
tion, well  officered,  a  staff  of  splendid  Grand  Superin- 
tendents all  doing  good  work,  its  business  and  financial 
affairs  efficiently  and  honestly  conducted ;  all  Chapters, 
with  few  exceptions,  loyal  to  this  Grand  Chapter,  which 
has  endeavored  to  protect  and  conserve  the  interests  of 
the  private  Chapters  and  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry  as  a 
whole. 

AFTER   HALP  A   CENTURY. 

For  a  period  of  fifty-four  years  unanimity  and  con- 
cord have  prevailed.  The  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada 
has  had  jurisdiction  of  all  that  part  of  this  great  Domin- 
ion lying  west  of  the  Ottawa  River,  extending  to  the 
Pacific  coast,  and  north  to  the  Yukon  Territory.  It  can- 
not be  charged  with  neglecting  its  duties  in  any  part  of 
this  tremendous  jurisdiction.  It  has  done  substantial 
justice  to  every  part  thereof,  and  until  quite  recently  has 
had  the  loyal  support  of  all  its  Companions  and  their 
Chapters.  It  has  been  proud  to  see  the  western  prov- 
inces expand  in  wealth  and  population  and  Masonry 
grow  by  leaps  and  bounds,  and  when  it  has  been  applied 
to  it  has  extended  its  sway  by  issuing  charters  to  those 
applying  for  the  same.  This  Grand  Chapter  has  never 
imagined  that  it  must  for  all  time  control  all  that  great 
country.  It  has  believed  that  the  western  provinces 
when  strong  enough  to  do  so,  would  ask  for  separation 
by  constitutional  means,  and  ultimately  that  each  prov- 
ince would  have  a  Grand  Chapter  of  its  own.  Meantime 
this  Grand  Chapter  has  been  just  in  every  way  to  the 
Chapters  and  Companions.  The  numerical  strength  of 
the  west  was  small  compared  to  that  of  Ontario,  but  the 
west    has    usually    been    represented    in    the    officers    of 
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Grand  Chapter.  Manitoba  has  had  a  Grand  Z.,  British 
Columbia  a  Past  Grand  Z.,  and  Saskatchewan  now  has 
the  Third  Grand  Principal,  and  unless  Saskatchewan  de- 
sires to  separate  he  will  be  Grand  First  Principal  in  due 
course. 

So  far,  therefore,  as  your  Committee  could  see,  there 
was  no  discontent  anywhere ;  at  least,  if  there  was,  it  has 
not  been  voiced  in  this  Grand  Chapter,  as  any  desire  to 
separate  should  have  been.  Your  Committee  is  glad  to 
report  that  several  of  the  Grand  Superintendents  of  the 
west  have  taken  occasion  to  assure  us  that  their  districts 
are  loyal  and  desire  to  remain  with  this  Grand  Chapter. 
The  only  districts  where  disloyalty  exists  are  17  and  17 A, 
which  cover  the  Province  of  Alberta.  In  these  districts 
there  is  a  schism.  Certain  Companions  surreptitiously 
agitated  for  separation,  and  ultimately  organized  what 
they  called  "  The  Grand  Chapter  of  Alberta  " — had  them- 
selves elected  to  various  offices — openly  rebelled  against 
this  Grand  Chapter  and 

BID  IT  DEFIANCE. 

In  order  to  justify  rebellion  there  must  be  a  grievance 
and  there  must  be  success.  These  Companions  have 
never  voiced  any  grievance  and  they  have  not  been  suc- 
cessful in  their  rebellion,  as  they  have  been  unable  to 
carry  a  majority  of  the  Chapters  with  them.  They 
cannot  expect,  at  any  rate  they  need  not  expect,  that 
Chapters  belonging  to  this  Grand  Chapter,  and  loyal  to 
it,  and  who  desire  to  remain  with  it,  will  be  handed  over 
to  their  tender  mercies.  Why  should  these  Companions 
assume  that  their  dishonorable  action  should  be  recog- 
nized? It  is  dishonest  to  attempt  to  form  a  Grand  Chap- 
ter as  they  did,  and  it  is  dishonorable  to  violate  solemn 
obligations  unless  they  too  consider  solemn  obligations  to 
be  "  mere  scraps  of  paper."  The  fact  remains  that  they 
at  once  committed  a  Masonic  offence  which  justified  their 
suspension,  and  consequently  535  of  them  are  tempor- 
arily, let  us  hope,  outside  the  pale  of  Royal  Arch  ♦com- 
munication. The  men  who  misled  these  Companions  are 
deserving  of  exemplary  punishment.    They  knew,  if  they 
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desired  to  separate,  what  were  the  proper  steps,  and  they 
could  have  gone  out  by  regular  and  constitutional  process 
with  "  God-speed  "  and  such  financial  aid  as  they  were 
entitled  to.  They  have  deliberately  chosen  the  crooked 
path  and  made  themselves  responsible  for  a  schism  and 
attempted  destruction  of  the  reputation  for  harmony  this 
Grand  Chapter  has  held  for  over  half  a  century.  What 
shall  be  done  Grand  Chapter  will  have  to  determine. 

The  proper  course  would  be  for  these  Chapters  and 
their  Companions  to  resume  their  loyalty  to  this  Grand 
Chapter  and  then  come  before  it  prepared  to  show  that 
they  represent  the  Chapters  and  Companions  of  Alberta 
— and  also  show  their  reasons  for  desiring  to  start  a 
Grand  Chapter  in  Alberta,  and  perhaps  for  the  Western 
Provinces,  if  the  other  provinces  desire  to  join  with  them. 

NON-EFFECTIVE  SYMPATHY. 

They  have  appealed  to  Grand  Chapters  of  the  United 
States  for  recognition,  and  we  are  lectured  by  irrespon- 
sible members  of  some  of  these  Grand  Chapters  as  to 
States'  rights  in  Masonic  matters,  and  told  that  these 
Companions  should  be  allowed  to  go.  In  the  first  place 
such  recommendations  have  no  more  effect  on  us  than 
the  eastigations  administered  by  the  heathen  to  their  idols 
when  rain  does  not  come  in  answer  to  their  prayers.  In 
the  next  place,  our  Companions  in  some  of  the  Grand 
Chapters  in  the  United  States  must  have  short  mem- 
ories, or  they  would  not  have  forgotten  that  many  lives 
and  millions  of  dollars  were  sacrificed  to  prevent  a  num- 
ber of  sovereign  States  seceding  from  the  Union  to  which 
they  belonged.  I  would  advise  them  to  read  Abraham 
Lincoln's  address  on  his  first  inauguration,  and  perhaps 
they  will  change  their  views  as  to  the  rights  of  bodies  to 
secede  from  a  union  of  their  own  mere  motion.  The 
Grand  Chapter  of  Canada  is  a  sovereign  body  controlling 
its  own  affairs,  and  we  will  be  the  judges  of  what  is 
justice  under  our  Constitution,  even  if  we  are  cut  off 
from  communication  with  some  Grand  Chapters  in  the 
United  States  and  the  so-called  Grand  Chapter  of  Alberta. 
The  aiding  and  abetting  of  insubordination  by  the  mem- 
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bers  of  some  foreign  jurisdictions  can  have  no  effect 
upon  our  course.  Your  Committee  regrets  what  has 
taken  place  and  prays  that  some  means  may  be  found  to 
bridge  the  rift  in  Royal  Arch  Masonry  and  restore  har- 
mony and  good  understanding,  but  if  our  Companions  in 
Alberta  conclude  to  pursue  their  present  attitude  to  the 
bitter  end  we  shall  not  be  seriously  injured,  but  will  go 
on  our  way  prospering  and  to  prosper — they,  on  the  other 
hand,  will  start  with  a  divided  authority  and  the  doors  of 
all  Chapters  in  the  Dominion  of  Canada  will  be  tyled 
against  them. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

Aubrey  White, 

Chairman. 

It  was  moved  by  R.  E.  Comp.  W.  S.  R.  Murch,  sec- 
onded by  R.  E.  Comp.  Aubrey  White,  and 

Resolved, — That  the  report  of  the  Executive  Committee  on 
the  Condition  of  Capitular  Masonry  be  received  and  adopted. 

GRIEVANCES  AND  APPEALS. 

To  the  Most  Excellent  the  Grand  Z.,  Officers  and  Com- 
panions of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons 
of  Canada: 

Your  Committee  on  Grievances  and  Appeals  begs  to 
report  that  no  case  of  grievance  nor  any  appeal  has  been 
placed  before  its  members. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

K.  J.  Dunstan, 

Chairman. 

Moved  by  R.  E.  Comp.  W.  S.  R.  Murch,  seconded 
by  R.  E.  Comp.  K.  J.  Dunstan,  and 

Resolved, — That  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Grievances 
and  Appeals  be  received  and  adopted. 
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GRAND  Z.'S  ADDRESS. 

To   the   Most   Excellent   the   Grand   First  Principal  and 
Companions  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada: 

Your  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  address 
of  the  Grand  First  Principal  respectfully  presents  its 
compliments  to  its  Companions  and  brother  Masons  of 
the  City  of  London,  and  offers  them  its  best  wishes,  both 
Masonic  and  otherwise. 

Your  Committee  recognizes  the  fact  that  the  M.  E. 
the  Grand  First  Principal  has  not  been  as  fortunate  as 
many  of  his  predecessors  as  regards  his  term  of  office. 
After  so  many  prosperous  and  peaceful  years,  the  world 
has  been  plunged  into  troubles  and  trials  which  affect 
every  organization  and  every  undertaking. 

The  M.  E.  the  Grand  First  Principal  is  to  be  con- 
gratulated on  the  financial  and  numerical  increase  in  this 
jurisdiction  during  the  past  year,  notwithstanding  the 
cruel  war  and  its  incidents. 

Your  Committee  expresses  its  sympathy  with  the 
relatives  and  friends  of  the  Companions  who  have  passed 
over  to  the  majority  since  our  last  Convocation,  not  only 
in  this,  but  sister  jurisdictions,  and  recommends  that  the 
names  of  the  distinguished  Companions  referred  to  in 
the  address  be  inscribed  on  the  pages  of  the  proceedings 
of  Grand  Chapter. 

It  is  hard  to  understand  why  the  Scribes  of  Chapters 
do  not  send  in  their  reports  to  the  Grand  Scribe  E.  when 
required.  If  the  Grand  Superintendents  would  make  a 
point  of  impressing  this  duty  on  the  officers  responsible, 
when  making  their  official  visits,  probably  the  desired 
result  might  be  accomplished. 

Your  Committee  concurs  with  the  rulings  of  the  M.  E. 
the  Grand  First  Principal,  also  with  the  recommenda- 
tions and  appointments  to  office  during  the  year. 

Your  Committee  notes  with  satisfaction  that  the  M.  E. 
the  Grand  First  Principal,  following  the  example  of  his 
predecessors  in  office,  has  unselfishly  passed  on  the  honor 
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of  revising  the  Ceremonies  to  his  successor,  who,  no 
doubt,  will  be  equally  wise  and  unselfish  in  his  genera- 
tion, in  also  passing;  and  so  may  it  be  passed  on  from 
generation  to  generation  of  Grand  First  Principals,  and 
by  process  of  time  and  prescriptive  use  become  a  part 
of  our  Constitution,  unalterable  as  the  laws  of  the  Medes 
and  Persians. 

The  members  of  this  Committee  have  developed  a 
change  of  heart  since  they  passed  through  the  chair  of 
the  Grand  East,  brought  about  by  the  vain  endeavor  to 
reconcile  the  many  suggestions  and  demands  sent  in  by 
Companions  well  versed  in  Masonic  law  and  ritual,  and 
see  too  many  danger  signals.  It  is,  however,  always  in 
order  for  the  Grand  First  Principal  to  suggest  a  change. 

The  war  should  not  stand  in  the  way  of  holding  Chap- 
ters of  Instruction.  It  should  be  an  incentive.  It  should 
draw  Masons  closer  together,  result  in  better  Masonry 
and  deeper  rooted  patriotism.  Every  Grand  Superin- 
tendent should  hold  a  Chapter  of  Instruction  once  a  year 
in  his  district. 

This  Committee  trusts  that  this  Grand  body  will  show 
its  patriotism  by  adopting  the  suggestion  of  the  M.  E.  the 
Grand  First  Principal  to  make  a  substantial  grant  out  of 
its  funds  for  the  purpose  of  assisting  those  who  are 
fighting,  not  only  for  our  country,  but  for  civilization 
and  all  it  represents. 

This  Committee  approves  of  the  grant  made,  on  in- 
struction from  the  M.  E.  the  Grand  First  Principal,  for 
the  relief  of  those  who  suffered  in  the  mining  disaster  at 
Hillcrest,  Alberta,  last  June. 

Your  Committee  has  given  the  Alberta  question  its 
best  and  closest  consideration,  after  a  careful  perusal  of 
the  documents,  law,  and  precedents  referred  to  in  the 
address  of  the  M.  E.  the  Grand  First  Principal,  and  as 
these  documents  will,  no  doubt,  be  printed  in  the  Pro- 
ceedings, further  reference  to  them  is  unnecessary.  The 
Committee  has  also  taken  the  evidence  of  representatives 
of  the  so-called  Grand  Chapter  of  Alberta,  S.  E.  Cornell 
and  J.  E.  Johnson.     Your  Committee  is   forced  to  the 


ANNUAL  CONVOCATION,  LONDON,  1915  235 

conclusion  that  the  Companions  referred  to  in  the  ad- 
dress did,  without  the  consent  of,  and  even  without  notice 
to,  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada,  unlawfully  and  un- 
masonically  invade  territory  which  has  been  under  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada  for  fifty- 
seven  years,  and  did  form  or  purport  to  form  an  inde- 
pendent Grand  Chapter,  and  unlawfully  and  unmasoni- 
cally  proceed  to  take  possession  of  paraphernalia  and 
assets  which  are  the  property  of  certain  private  Chapters 
under  the  jurisdiction  of  Grand  Chapter;  and  did,  in 
violation  of  their  obligations,  impart  the  secrets  of  the 
Order  to  persons  not  entitled  to  receive  them. 

It  is  not  easy  to  suggest  extenuating  circumstances  in 
favor  of  these  Companions.  They  are  not  young  or 
inexperienced  Masons.  If  members  of  an  organization 
outside  of  Masonry  did  such  acts  as  these  Companions 
have  done  they  would  be  restrained  by  law,  and  their  acts 
annulled ;  and,  if  they  took  possession  of  any  of  the 
assets  of  said  organization  in  a  similar  manner  they 
would  render  themselves  liable  to  prosecution  under  the 
Criminal  Code  in  force  in  Canada. 

Tn  addition,  it  is  charged  by  reputable  Royal  Arch 
Masons  of  rank,  resident  in  Alberta,  that  these  Compan- 
ions resorted  to  improper  methods  and  used  intimidation 
in  their  endeavor  to  form  a  Grand  Chapter;  and,  if  these 
charges  are  true,  the  Companions  should  be  excluded  for 
all  time  from  the  privileges  of  the  Order. 

A  serious  responsibility  rests  on  this  Grand  body.  It 
will  make  history.  What  it  decides  will  be  reported  and 
commented  on  in  the  Proceedings  of  every  Grand  Chap- 
ter the  world  over.  We  are  expected  to  uphold  the 
honor  and  dignity  of  the  Royal  Craft ;  and  we  should  not 
establish  a  precedent  which  may  hereafter  be  used  for  the 
purpose  of  achieving  anything  detrimental  to  the  best 
interests  of  the  Order. 

The  functions  of  a  Grand  Chapter  are  judicial  as  well 
as  legislative.  Its  duty  is  to  make,  administer  and  en- 
force its  laws.  Sentiment  or  favor  should  not  rind  any 
place  in  its  deliberations.     The  question  should  be  ap- 
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proached  without  animosity  or  rancor.     Personal  interest 
should  give  way  to  the  general  good. 

It  would  be  well  for  this  Grand  body  to  place  on 
record  its  adoption  of  the  principle  that  if  any  province 
in  this  jurisdiction  comes  forward  with  a  proper  request, 
supported  by  all  or  a  fair  majority  of  its  members,  asking 
for  secession,  it  will  be  favorably  considered,  but  it  is 
incumbent  on  this  Grand  body  to  satisfy  itself  that  such 
request  emanates  from  the  majority,  and  not  from  a 
minority,  to  the  exclusion  of  those  who  would  in  case  of  a 
general  request  for  secession  be  the  choice  of  a  majority 
of  the  qualified  Royal  Arch  electors  in  that  province,  and 
this  Committee  recommends  that  if  the  Companions  in 
Alberta,  having  regard  to  the  preceding  clause,  decide  it 
to  be  in  the  interests  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry  that  a 
Grand  Chapter  be  constituted  in  that  province,  the  M.  E. 
the  Grand  First  Principal  be  authorized  to  further  their 
request. 

Much  has  been  written  about  the  right  of  an  inde- 
pendent foreign  state  to  proceed  to  form  a  Grand  Lodge 
or  Chapter  without  notice  to  and  without  the  consent  of 
the  Grand  body  occupying  the  territory  sought  to  be 
taken  over,  and  to  whom  allegiance  is  due.  Apart  from 
the  lack  of  courtesy  of  such  a  proceeding,  one  can  under- 
stand the  undesirability  of  a  Grand  body  holding  juris- 
diction over  territory,  portions  of  which  are  under  differ- 
ent flags.  A  man  cannot  live  up  to  more  than  one  oath 
of  allegiance,  or  be  loyal  to  more  than  one  sovereign 
body.  Who  in  Canada  will  pretend  to  claim  independent 
sovereignty  for  any  Province  in  the  Dominion,  especially 
at  this  moment  when  we  are  all  banded  together  fighting 
for  the  British  Empire  and  the  honor  of  its  flag,  when 
we  are  boasting  of  our  loyalty  and  spending  millions  of 
dollars  and  many  lives  to  uphold  it?  No,  that  argument 
is  fatuous.  -Moreover,  Masons  should  understand  that 
courtesy,  honesty  and  fair  methods  are  expected  of  them ; 
that  occupied  territory  should  not  be  encroached  upon 
without  proper  proceedings  being  resorted  to ;  that  the 
property  of  others  should  be  respected,  and  that  the  obli- 
gations they  take  are  not  mere  matters  of  form  to  be  dis- 
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regarded  when  found  to  stand  in  the  way  of  attaining 
an   end. 

The  appendices  to  the  address  of  the  M.  E.  the  Grand 
First  Principal  are  so  voluminous  that  it  is  impossible  for 
this  Grand  body  to  give  the  matters  therein  comprised 
complete  consideration  at  this  sitting.  Besides,  all  the 
Companions  charged  have  not  been  heard  on  all  the 
charges;  but  in  the  opinion  of  this  Committee  sufficient 
has  been  proved  and  admitted  to  warrant  the  suspension 
placed  on  them  by  the  M.  E.  the  Grand  First  Principal, 
which  suspension  should  remain  pending  the  further 
action  of  this  Grand  Chapter. 

The  unfortunate  excess  of  zeal  that  prompted  the 
Klondike  Chapter,  acting  on  wrong  information,  to  so 
unmasonically  circularize  the  jurisdiction  about  the  Al- 
berta trouble  is  to  be  regretted.  The  one  redeeming  fea- 
ture is  that  the  Companions  promptly  made  reparation 
when  their  error  was  pointed  out  to  them.  The  veil  of 
oblivion  had  better  be  drawn  over  the  incident. 

In  closing,  this  Committee  wishes  to  express  its  appre- 
ciation of  the  energy  and  self-sacrificing  zeal  with  which 
the  Grand  First  Principal  has  discharged  the  duties  of 
his  office  during  his  term,  facing  difficulties  which  have 
not  before  fallen  to  the  lot  of  any  other  ruler  of  the  Royal 
Craft  in  this  jurisdiction. 

This  Committee  also  endorses  the  remarks  made  by 
the  M.  E.  the  Grand  First  Principal  as  regards  the  Grand 
Scribe  E.  That  able,  diligent  and  faithful  officer  is  en- 
titled to  every  consideration  at  the  hands  of  this  Grand 
body. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

Fred.  W.  Harcourt, 

Chairman. 

It  was  moved  by  R.  E.  Comp.  W.  S.  R.  Murch,  sec- 
onded by  M.  E.  Comp.  F.  W.  Harcourt,  and 

Resolved, — That  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Grand 
Z.'s  address  be  received  and  adopted. 
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GRAND  SUPERINTENDENTS. 

Grand  Chapter  was  then  called  off  to  enable  the  dis- 
tricts to  select  their  Grand  Superintendents  for  the  ensu- 
ing year. 

On  Grand  Chapter  resuming  labor,  the  following 
nominations  were  submitted  to  the  M.  E.  the  Grand  Z., 
who  was  pleased  to  approve  in  each  case  and  the  selec- 
tions were  confirmed: 

R.  E.  Comp.  W.  A.  Baker,  Leamington    St.    Clair       Dist.  No.  1 

G.  T.  Kennedy,  St.  Thomas  London  "      2 

"      W.  L.  MacWhinnie,  Wood- 
stock Wilson  "      3 

"      W.  D.  McLellan,  Harriston  Wellington  "      4 

"      W.  H.  Ballard,  Hamilton     Hamilton  "      5 

"      S.  J.  Mallion,  Stratford       Huron  "      6 

"       G.  E.  Parkes,  Dunnville        Niagara  "       7 

"      W.  J.   McCollum,   M.D., 

Toronto  Toronto  "      8 

"       J.  F.  Zimmerman,  Colling- 

wood  Georgian  "      9 

G.  N.  Peebles,  Colborne        Ontario  "     10 

"       H.   H.  Alger,   M.D.,   Stir- 
ling Prince    Edward  "     11 

"      W.   H.  Waddell,   M.D., 

North  Augusta  St.  Lawrence  "     12 

"       Alfred  L.  Conners,  Smith  s 

Falls  Ottawa  "     13 

"       Dr.   Nelson   Schnarr,   Ken- 

ora  Algoma  "     14 

"      G.  W.  Morden,  Winnipeg    Manitoba  E.  "15 

"      T.  M.  Ferguson,  Rivers        Manitoba  W.  "     15a 

D.  H.  Morrison,  Prince 

Rupert  Brit.   Columbia  "     16 

S.  F.  Patterson,  Edmonton  Alberta  N.  "     17 

"      H.  H.  Gould,  High  River     Alberta  S.  "     17a 

T.  H.  Banfield,  Cranbrook   Kootenay  "     18 

E.  R.  Bailey,  Kelowna           Yale-Columbia  "     18a 
R.  Blackwood,  Saskatoon     Saskatchewan  N.  "     19a 

"       J.  S.  T.  Green,  Swift  Cur- 
rent                                        Saskatchewan  W.  "     19b 
J.  Orville  Clarke,  Govan      Saskatchewan  E.  "     19c 

"      R.  G.  Campbell,  Sault  Ste. 

Marie  •      New  Ontario  "    20 
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ELECTION  OF  OFFICERS. 

The  election  of  Grand  officers  was  then  proceeded 
with.  The  M.  E.  the  Grand  Z.  having  appointed  R.  E. 
Comp.  J.  B.  Nixon  as  chairman  of  the  scrutineers  of  the 
ballot,  the  results  of  the  elections  were  declared  as  fol- 
lows : 

M.E.  Comp.  William    S.    R.    Murch, 

Kingston  Grand  Z. 

R    E.       "      Arthur  S.  Gorrell,  M.D.,  I  Grand 

Regina  Grand  H.         Council 

"      Aubrey  White,  C.M.G., 

Toronto  Grand  J. 

"       Geo.  J.  Bennett,  Toronto      Grand  Scribe  E. 

"  "      Joseph  J.  Hoidge,  Toronto   Grand  Scribe  N. 

"      Fred.  G.  Rumble,  Winni- 
peg    •  Grand  Prin.   Sojourner 

M.  E.       "       George  Moore,  Hamilton      Grand  Treasurer 

R.  E.       "       F.  E.  Harley,  London  Grand  Registrar 

"      J.  M.  Pritchard,  Toronto     Grand  Janitor 

EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE. 

The  following  Companions  were  elected  by  the  Grand 
Chapter  as  members  of  the  Executive  Committee  for  the 
ensuing  year : 

R.  E.  Comp.  W.    X.    Ponton Belleville 

"       Richard    H.    Spencer Trenton 

"       H.    S.    Griffin,    M.D Hamilton 

D.   H.  Mcintosh,  M.D Carleton   Place 

"       Oliver   Elwood    London 

TORONTO  NEXT  PLACE  OF  MEETING. 

Toronto  being  the  only  place  put  in  nomination  for 
the  next  Annual  Convocation,  that  city  was  declared  the 
unanimous  choice  of  Grand  Chapter. 
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COMMITTEE  ON  BENEVOLENCE. 

M.  E.  Comp.  J.  E.  Harding  having  retired  from  the 
Committee  on  Benevolence  by  effluxion  of  time,  it  was 
on  motion  of  M.  E.  Comp.  Harcourt,  seconded  by  R.  E. 
Comp.  Gorrell,  resolved  that  M.  E.  Comp.  A.  Shaw  be 
elected  to  the  vacant  position. 

The  following  Companions  comprise  the  Committee 
on  Benevolence  and  are  members  of  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee of  Grand  Chapter  for  their  respective  terms : 

M.  E.  Comp.  J.  Ross    Robertson    retires    in 1916 

R.  E.  Comp.  J.  B.    Nixon    retires    in 1917 

M.  E.  Comp.  Abraham    Shaw  -retires    in 1918 

NOMINATIONS   FOR   ELECTIVE   OFFICES. 

In  accordance  with  notice  given  by  R.  E.  Comp.  A.  T. 
Freed,  it  was  moved  by  R.  E.  Comp.  Frank  Hills,  sec- 
onded by  R.  E.  Comp.  W.  H.  Shaw,  and 

Resolved, — That  paragraph  5  of  Section  9  of  the  Constitu- 
tion be  amended  by  adding  thereto  the  following  words :  "  No 
Companion  shall  be  nominated  for  any  elective  office  in  Grand 
Chapter  nor  for  the  Executive  Committee  unless  he  be  at  the 
time  present  in  Grand  Chapter  or  unless  he  shall  have  given  his 
consent  in  writing  to  such  nomination." 

PERMISSION  TO  ALBERTA. 

Moved  by  R.  E.  Comp.  T.  H.  Hooper,  seconded  by 
R.  E.  Comp.  Benjamin  Allan,  and 

Resolved, — That  permission  be  given  to  the  Chapters  of  this 
jurisdiction  in  Alberta  to  meet  for  the  purpose  of  considering 
what  action,  if  any,  they  may  deem  it  advisable  to  take  towards 
securing  the  formation  of  a  Grand  Chapter  for  that  Province, 
and  that  the  M.  E.  the  Grand  Z.  be  authorized  to  take  such 
steps  in  the  matter  as  he  may  consider  for  the  best  interests  of 
Roval  Arch  Masonry. 

TO  BECOVER  CHAPTER  PROPERTY. 

Moved  by  R.  E.  Comp.  T.  H.  Hooper,  seconded  by 
R.  E.  Comp.  W.  A.  Wilson,  and 

Resolved, — That  as  a  way  and  means  of  overcoming  the 
existing  conditions  at  this  time  in  the  Province  of  Alberta,  the 
Grand  Z.  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada  take  into  immediate 
consideration  and  consult  counsel  as  to  the  manner  in  which 
re-possession  can  be  got  of  warrants,  funds,  books,  property,  etc., 
which  have  been  unlawfully  removed  from  the  custody  of  the 
Chapters  of  this  jurisdiction  in  Alberta." 
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PROPOSED  DISTRICTS  FOR  ALBERTA. 

R.  E.  Comp.  S.  F.  Patterson  gave  notice  that  he 
would  move  at  next  Annual  Convocation  that  the  Prov- 
ince of  Alberta  be  divided  into  three  districts,  namely: 

17a  or  Alberta  N.  District,  to  consist  of  the  Chapters 
located  at  Edmonton,  Vermilion  and  Killam. 

17b  or  Alberta  Central  District,  to  comprise  the  Chap- 
ters located  at  Calgary,  Red  Deer,  High  River  and 
Claresholm. 

17c  or  Alberta  S.  District,  to  consist  of  the  Chapters 
located  at  Medicine  Hat,  Lethbridge,  Macleod,  Pincher 
Creek  and  Hillcrest,  and  that  the  Constitution  be 
amended  accordingly. 

DONATED  FOR  PATRIOTIC  PURPOSES. 

It  was  moved  by  M.  E.  Comp.  F.  W.  Harcourt,  sec- 
onded by  R.  E.  Comp.  Aubrey  White,  and 

Roselved, — That  this  Grand  Chapter  from  its  funds  donate 
to  the  patriotic  objects  embraced  in  the  Patriotic  Fund,  the  Red 
Cross  Fund  and  the  Belgian  Relief  Fund  the  sum  of  three 
thousand  dollars  ($3,000),  to  be  apportioned  in  equal  division. 

RE-ISSUE   OF   VOIDED   WARRANTS. 

It  was  moved  by  M.  E.  Comp.  F.  W.  Harcourt,  sec- 
onded by  R.  E.  Comp.  Aubrey  White,  and 

Resolved, — That  a  re-issue  of  the  warrants  removed  from 
the  Chapter  rooms  of  the  loyal  Companions  in  Alberta  and 
declared  by  the  M.  E.  the  Grand  Z.  to  be  cancelled  and  void,  be 
hereby  authorized. 

SERVICES  RECOGNIZED. 

It  was  moved  by  M.  E.  Comp.  A.  Shaw,  seconded  by 
R.  E.  Comp.  H.  T.  Smith,  and 

Resolved, — That  in  view  of  the  recommendation  of  the  M.  E. 
Grand  First  Principal  and  in  recognition  of  faithful  services  as 
such,  the  rank  of  Past  Grand  Superintendent  be  and  is  hereby 
conferred  on  V.  E.  Comp.  Thomas  Rowe,  London  District ;  E. 
Comp.  H.  M.  Cook,  Wellington  District,  and  V.  E.  Comp.  John 
Black,  of  Dawson,  Y.T.  Also  that  the  thanks  of  Grand  Chapter 
be  tendered  to  R.  E.  Comp.  Alex.  Cowan,  P.G.S.,  for  his  willing- 
ness in  taking  up  the  duties  in  the  Georgian  District  when  the 
officer  in  charge  was  obliged  to  respond  to  the  call  to  military 
duty. 
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THANKS  TO  SCRUTINEERS. 

It  was  moved  by  R.  E.  Comp.  O.  Elwood,  seconded 
by  M.  E.  Comp.  Geo.  Moore,  and 

Resolved, — That  the  thanks  of  Grand  Chapter  be  and  are 
hereby  tendered  to  the  E.  Companions  who  acted  so  efficiently 
as  scrutineers  of  the  ballot  at  the  election  of  officers. 

PROPOSED   TESTIMONIAL. 

It  was  moved  by  M.  E.  Comp.  A.  Shaw,  seconded  by 
R.  E.  Comp.  Aubrey  White,  and 

Resolved, — That  the  M.  E.  Comp.  Grand  First  Principal-elect 
appoint  a  committee  to  procure  a  suitable  testimonial  for  the 
retiring  Grand  Z.  in  recognition  of  his  devoted  services  during 
the  past  two  years. 

THANKS  TO  LONDON. 

It  was  moved  by  R.  E.  Comp.  Aubrey  White,  sec- 
onded by  R.  E.  Comp.  B.  Allen,  and 

Resolved, — That  the  cordial  thanks  of  Grand  Chapter  are 
hereby  tendered  to  the  Companions  of  the  London  Chapters  for 
the  use  of  their  fine  Temple  and  the  hospitality  extended,  as  well 
as  for  the  arrangements  made  for  the  Fifty-seventh  Annual  Con- 
vocation of  the  Grand  body. 

OFFICERS  INSTALLED. 

The  M.  E.  the  Grand  Z.,  assisted  by  M.  E.  Comp. 
F.  W.  Harcourt,  as  Director  of  Ceremonies,  then  pro- 
ceeded with  the  installation  and  investiture  of  the  newly- 
elected  officers  of  Grand  Chapter,  who  were  proclaimed 
and  saluted  according  to  ancient  custom. 

APPOINTMENTS  TO  OFFICE. 

The  following  appointments  by  the  M.  E.  the  Grand 
Z.  were  subsequently  announced: 

EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE. 

R.  E.  Comp.  Henry  T.  Smith Toronto 

"      J.  M.  Potts,  M.D. Stirling 

"      C.  W.  Haentschel,   M.D Haileybury 

"       Kenneth   J.    Dunstan Toronto 

V  E.       "       J.  E.   Merriman St.   Catharines 

ASSISTANT  OFFICERS. 

V.  E.  Comp.  Col.  Fred  S.  Sneath,  Barrie  Grand  Senior  Sojourner 
"      David  R.  Gibson,  Hamil- 
ton                                               "  Junior    Sojourner 
R.  E.       "      James  B.  Nixon,  Toronto          "  Lecturer 
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ronto                                      Grand 

Sword  Bearer 

Geo.  W.  Morrison,  Brock- 

ville 

Master  1st  Veil 

L.  D.  McColl,  Kenora 

Master  2nd  Veil 

L.  A.  La  Pierre,  Paris 

Master  3rd  Veil 

David  Mcintosh,  Edmonton 

Master  4th  Veil 

Sidney  Johnston,  Lindsay 

Standard  Bearer 

S.  C.  MacDonald,  Mattawa 

D.  of  Ceremonies 

W.  A.  Campbell,  Wingham 

Organist 

Caspar  Clarke,  Toronto 

Pursuivant 

A.  E.  Patton,  Amherstburg 

Steward 

W.  W.  Stover,  Sombra 

Steward 

Robert  Garvin,  Melville 

Steward 

William  Downing,  Berlin 

Steward 

W.  J.  Sparling,  M.D.,  Pem- 

broke 

Steward 

J.  Glover,  Brandon 

Steward 

Francis  C.  Bird,  Vancouver 

Steward 

George  Van  Blaricom,  Ar- 

eola 

Steward 

W.  Y.  Mills.  Kingston 

Steward 

Charles  Stuart,  Moo>somin 

Steward 

The  labors  of  the  Convocation  being  ended,  Grand 
Chapter  was  closed  in  Ample  Form  at  5.25  o'clock  p.m. 


■■■a'       -"Vii-^iS       '*■' 
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Grand  Scribe  B 
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GRAND   CHAPTER   OF   CANADA 


CHAPTER  RETURNS 


No 

Name  of  Chapter. 

Where  Held. 

1 

Anct.  Frontenac  and 

2 

The  Hiram 

Hamilton 

3 

4 
5 

St.  And    and  St    John's 

Toronto 

6 

7 

St.  John's 

Hamilton 

Belleville 

g 

King  Solomon's     . 

15 

16 

Ottawa 

Woodstock 

St.  Catharines 

18 

Oxford 

19 
20 

Mount  Moriah 

22 

Prescott 

Simcoe 

Stratford 

23 

24 
26 

Tecumseh 

St.  Mark's 

27 

28 

29 

30 

Goderich 

31 

Prince  Edward 

32 

Gait 

34 

35 

Whitby 

36 

Peterborough 

37 

Victoria 

Guelph 

40 

Guelph 

41 

Harris...  .  . 

44 

45 

Excelsior 

46 

St.  Mary's 

47 

48 

Cobourg 

52 

Prince  Rupert 

53 

54 

St.  Thomas 

55 

Niagara 

56 

Owen  Sound 

Port  Colborne 

Mattawa 

57 

58 

59 

60 

61 

62 
63 

York 

Eglinton 

64 

Willson 

Welland 

65 

St.  Paul's 

66 

The  Malloch 

Seaforth  

67 

Enterprise 

68 

North  Augusta 

69 

70 

Bracebridge 

Amherstburg 

Stirling 

71 

72 

Prince  of  Wales 

73 

Erie 

74 

75 

St.  Clair 

76 

Niagara  Falls 

77 

Occident 

78 
79 

Parkhill 

80 

Ark 

81 

82 

Shuniah 

Port  Arthur 

Regular  Convocation. 


Third  Friday 

Fourth  Friday 

Fourth  Wednesday 

Third  Friday 

Fourth  Friday 

Second  Thursday 

First  Tuesday 

Fourth  Thursday 

Second  Friday 

Third  Friday 

Third  Friday 

Friday  on  or  b.  f.  m. 

First  Friday 

Second  Tuesday 

Thursday  af.  f.  in 

Fourth  Friday 

Tuesday  on  or  af.  f     m. 

Third  Friday 

First  Tuesday 

Third  Friday 

Third  Tuesday 

Monday  on  or  af    f.  m. . 

Second  Monday 

Second  Tuesday 

Third  Friday 

Fourth  Friday 

Second  Friday 

Second  Friday 

Fourth  Friday 

Wednesday  af.  f.  m.  .  .  . 

First  Tuesday 

Second  Monday 

Second  Thursday 

Friday  on  or  b  f.  m 

First  Thursday 

Third  Wednesday 

Second  Thursday 

Thursday  af.  f.  m 

Third  Tuesday 

First  Thursday 

Third  Tuesday 

Third  Friday 

First  Wednesday 

Second  Thursday      .    . . 

First  Friday 

Third  Friday      

Last  Wednesday 

Second  Wednesday.  ..  . 

Third  Monday 

First  Monday , 

Friday  af .  f .  m 

First  Monday 

Third  Thursday 

First  Friday 

Thursday  af.  f.  m 

Monday  on  or  af.  f.  m  . . 

First  Monday 

Thursday  af.  f.  m 

Third  Friday 

Second  Friday 

Friday  on  or  af.  f.  m. . . , 

Second  Thursday 

Second  Monday 

Friday  on  or  af.  f.  m . . . 
Third  Wednesday , 
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W.  M.  Campbell... 

H.  J.  Milne.... 

. .      133 

15 

f   . 

146 

13 

2 

W.  H.  Ward  rope. .  . 

Geo.  H.  Laniga 

a.      355 

11 

1 

12      7 

348 

7 

8 

A.  E.  Somerville .  .  . 

Oliver  Ellwood 

.  .      330 

13 

i 

1 

3 

340 

10 

4 

C.  B.  Mulholland  .  . 

W.  G.  H.  Ewing 

214 

11 

l 

7 

2 

217 

3 

5 

F.  Thompson 

Thomas  P.  Ellio 

t.      251 

13 

6 

4 

2 

4 

268 

17 

6 

E.  Anson  Vollick..  . 

Geo.  H.  Britton 

315 

24 

2 

4 

4 

333 

18 

7 

H.  C.  Carr 

A.  L.  Lott 

. .      189 

8 

1 

1 

6 

191 

a 

8 

Alex.  Elliott 

E.  Wetherell... 

.  .      230 

25 

5 

1 

3 

3 

255 

25 

15 

Thos.  Montgomery. 

Alex.  K.Wanles 

s.      236 

24 

1 

23      5 

231 

5 

16 

R.  W.  H.  Currie.  .  . 

Jno.  B.Wright. 

..      210 

20 

4 

2 

...1      1 

231 

21 

18 

M  E.  Sherwood .  .  . 

H.  A.  Biggins  .  . 

79 

5 

9       1 

74 

,", 

19 

Currie  A.  Brown. .  . 

A.  N.  Lindsay. 

.  .      160 

10 

2 

l1      4 

167 

7 

20 

W.  E.  Greensid 

es      199 

22 

3       2 

216 

17 

22 

Jno.  F.  Graham. .  .  . 

A.  T.  Adams.  .  . 

64 

1 

1 

1!      2 

61 

3 

23 

A.  H.  Smith 

J.  A.  Copus 

R.  E.  Gunton.  . 
Jno.  Stevenson 

.      149 
.      168 

2 
9 

2 

1 
4 

.  ..1      1 
2       1 

149 
172 

24 

4 

26 

H.  W.  Peck 

B.  H.  Siddall.. 

82 

7 

1 

...       1 

87 

5 

27 

T.  E.  Hawkins 

('apt.  G.  C.  Cole 

s       148 

14 

1 

121      4 

145 

3 

28 

Samuel  J.  Babe. .  .  . 

J.  F.  Grierson  . 

.  .      104 

15 

2 

11       1 

105 

1 

?9 

J.  R.  Robb 

H.  C.  Dunlop 

A.  A   Lamonby 
John  Straiton.. 

81 
101 

3 
4 

5       2 

77 
102 

'  i 

4 

30 

2 

1 

31 

Sidney  B.  Gearing. 

John  L.  Graydor 

l..      157 

2 

4 

2 

3 

158 

1 

32 

T.  F.  Campbell 

Chas.  Blake 

.      107 

12 

3 

4 

1 

117 

10 

34 

John  W.  Merrick.  . 
A.  T.  Lawler 

Fred.  W.  Otton 
W.M.V'nValk'nl 

.      236 
>g       73 

5 
2 

2 

240 

72 

4 

35 

1 

1 

36 

Samuel  Taylor 

W.  H.  Walkey. 

144 

7 

2 

5 

o 

142 

2 

37 

Harvey  W.  Mitchell 

J.  W.  Sanders. . . 

132 

1 

2 

2 

2 

131 

1 

40 

Wm.  G.  Stephenson 

A.  M.  Ogg 

81 

4 

1 

1 

3  ... 

82 

1 

41 

W.  L.  Talbot 

H.  P.  Stoneman 

86 

2 

...i     4 

84 

?, 

44 

Fred.  W.  Armstrong 

E  J.Walters... 

8S 

4 

1 

2  ..  . 

89 

1 

45 

W.  J   Cochrane 

J.  Hyland 

James  Thorne  . 
T    L.  Sinclair  .  . 

75 
53 

1 

14 

1 
1 

75 
68 

46 

2 

15 

47 

D.W.  McDonald..  . 

D  A.  Cannon.  . 

184 

21 

3 

202 

18 

48 

T.  B.  LaDp 

W.  N.  Brown 

Robt.  Buck 

A.  Armstrong  .  . 

68 
.      403 

1 
15 

1 
1 

70 
399 

2 

52 

1 

6 

15 

4 

53 

J.  E.  Wismer 

John  Sinclair.  . 

99 

8 

1 

2 

4 

102 

3 

54 

T.  L.  Cochrane.  .  .  . 

W.  Edwin  Lee 

John  E.  Woolrich.  . 

W.  E.  Idsardi... 
Richard  Briggs. 
D.  Russell  Dobi 

.      242 

36 

;.      123 

22 
1 

14 

2 

262 

37 

135 

20 

1 

12 

55 

56 

1 

1 

57 

D.  Russell  Smith.  . 

John  Matthews 

28 

8 

3 

1 

1 

37 

9 

58 

W.  N.  Vaughan  .  .  . 

D.  C.Wilson... 

53 

5 

1 

3 

3 

51 

2 

59 

Beverley  E.  Eck.  .  . 

Jonathan  Green< 

i .      135 

8 

1 

4 

140 

5 

60 

E   J.  Hill 

J.  G.  Muir 

91 

1 

6 

9 

1 

76 

15 

61 

H.  W.  Lundy 

J.  B.  Illingwortl 

i.        60 

1 

2 

3 

2 

58 

2 

62 

Jas.  Ward 

E.  Miller 

H.  E.  Boyle 

George  H    D.  Lee . . 

Wm.  C.  Normal 
J.  A.  MacKenzie 
George  Wells  .  . 
Herbert  S.  Park 

l.       101 

57 

99 

.      212 

11 

5 

25 

8 

5 

3 
1 
2 
3 

104 

61 

127 

216 

3 

4 

28 

4 

63 

64 

5 

65 

1 

66 

A.  A.  M.  Lewson.  . 
A.  L.  Patterson.  .  .  . 

L.  C.  Jackson .  . 
W.  A.  Glenney. 

72 
.      121 

2 
2 

9 

1 
6 

64 
116 

8 

67 

1 

5 

68 

J.  B.  Love 

G.  A  Love 

27 

4 

2 

33 

6 

69 

J.  H.  Culp 

A.  H.  Phipps. .  . 

.      105 

1 

1 

1 

104 

1 

70 

Walter  H.  Brown.  . 

F.  P.  Warne    .  . 

80 

6 

2 

1 

1 

86 

6 

71 

Wm.  S.  French 

F.  L.  Lovegrove 

.      113 

3 

3 

1 

112 

I 

72 

Wm.  A.  McKee 

H.  H.  Alger,  M.: 

3.        60 

6 

1 

5 

60 

73 

W.  Hugh  Green.  .  . 
John  Curry 

A.  Long 

R.  M.  Trueman 

65 
73 

13 

8 

2 

1 

76 

77 

11 
4 

74 

3 

75 

J.  W.  McGibbon.  . 

Wm.  Panton.  .  . 

72 

5 

i 

3 

2 

73 

1 

76 

E.  L.  Wallace 

F.  W.  Swannell 

152 

9 

1 

l 

2 

16 

2 

143 

9 

77 

D.  J.  Proctor 

Geo.  K.  Clemens 

.      462 

18 

1 

l 

10 

6 

5 

461 

1 

78 

J.  H.  Mahon 

Wm.  Dawson..  . 

63 

4 

2 

64 

1 

79 

Joseph  Poulton. .  .  . 

Jno.  J.  Gilmour 

.       122 

id 

3 

1 

3 

134 

12 

8C 

Percy  J.  McConnell 

John  S.  Master. 

.      223 

27 

1 

6 
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20 

81 

E.  O.  Awde.  .  . 

J.  E.  Richards. . 

.      102 

6 

...     1 

4 

105 

3 

82 

T.  J.  C.  Rodden .  .  . 

A.  M.  Frank  .  .. 

.      152 

19 

2 

3 

1 

169 

17 
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CHAPTER  RETURNS 


No. 

Name  of  Chapter. 

Where  Held. 

Regular  Convocation. 

83 

Orangeville 

Wingham 

Meaford 

Dresden 

Kenora 

Toronto 

Lindsay 

Sudbury 

Tuesday  af .  f.  m 

Third  Tuesday 

Third  Thursday 

First  Thursday.    

Third  Friday 

Fourth  Wednesday. .    .  . 

Third  Thursday 

Second  Tuesday 

Second  Wednesday 

First  Friday 

84 

86 

88 

90 
91 

Golden 

94 
95 
98 

Midland 

Tuscan 

99 

Portage  la  Prairie   .  .  . 

Brockville 

Boissevain      

Sau4t  Ste.  Marie 

North  Bay 

100 

First  Thursday 

Second  Wednesday  .... 

101 
102 

Corinthian 

Algonquin 

103 

104 

White  Oak 

Oakville 

Third  Tuesdav 

106 

Alberta 

Warkworth 

St.  John's 

110 
112 

Warkworth 

Wednesday  af.  f.  m.  .  .  . 

113 

114 

Bonnechere 

Brant 

115 
116 

Paris 

Carleton  Place 

Berlin 

Edmonton 

Monday  on  or  b.  f .  m .  .  . 

117 

Third  Friday 

118 
119 

North  Star 

King  Cyrus 

Kootenay 

Wascana. 

Second  Tuesday 

120 

Second  Tuesday 

Second  Monday 

121 
122 

Regina 

123 

Third  Tuesday 

124 

New  Westminster. .  .  . 

Cranbrook 

Medicine  Hat 

125 
126 
127 

Rocky  Mountain 

Assiniboia 

Second  Tuesday 

Third  Thursday 

128 

129 

Elliot 

Mitchell    . 

130 

Southampton 

131 

132 

133 

St.  Francis 

Smith's  Falls 

Second  Friday  af.  f.  no. 

134 

King  Darius 

135 

Succoth 

Uxbridge 

136 

King  Edward 

Crow's  Nest 

Second  Wed.  af.  f   m.  . 

*137 

138 

Shekinah 

Toronto 

Second  Tuesday 

139 

140 

Fort  William 

Fort  William 

141 

142 

Cyrus 

Third  Wednesday 

143 

144 

Brighton 

145 

The  St.  Patrick 

Bernard 

Third  Saturday 

146 

Friday  af.  f.  m 

147 

Lucknow 

Thursday  af.  f.  m 

148 

Vankleek  Hill 

Rainy  River 

First  Friday 

149 

Atwood 

Third  Thursday 

150 

London 

Third  Tuesday   

151 

Laurentian 

Pembroke 

Fort  Frances 

Third  Thursday 

152 

Alberton  

Third  Thursday 

153 

Sombra 

Second  Wednesday.  .    .  . 

154 

Klondike 

Fourth  Thursday 

155 

Ancaster 

Hartney 

Tuesday  af .  f.m 

156 

Friday  on  or  af.  f.  m..  .  . 

157 

Thursday  af .  f.m 

158 

Lethbridge 

High  River 

Fourth  Wednesday  .... 

159 

Golden  West 

Monday  on  orb.  f.  m... 

*  No  returns. 
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Joseph  H.  Hulse. . 

E.  B.  Walker 

James  Sparling.  . . 

James  H.  McVean 

H.  S.Galloway... 

O.  L.  Gardner. . .  . 

C.  L.  Davidson..  . 

W.  E.  Mavhew. .  . 

W.  C.  Ditmars  .  .  . 

Herbert  J.  J.  Smith 

G.  G.  Grothier  . 

Philip  J  no.  Osborne 

H.  F.  Goodfellow. 

G.  A.  McGaughey 

Alfred  Hillmer...". 

Dr.  N.  J.  Lindsay. 

A.  M.  Hamilton.  . 

A.  H.  Casselman  . 

A.  O.  Adams 

Jamea  M.N.  Austin 

Wm.  Finlayson. .  . 

James  R.  Moore.  . 

L.  Norman 

H.  L.  Mclnnis. .  .  . 

W.  B.  Clifford.... 

August  F.  Adams . 

Francis  B.  Reilly. 
J.  W.  Junkin. .  .  . 
J.  A.  Smith 

L.  M.  Richardson. 

H.  A.  McKowan.  . 

J.  H.  Wyatt 

Richard  Isherwood 
Wm.  Hamilton.  .  . 
A.  Dalton  Smith. . 

H.  O.Bell 

A.  W.  Baines 

J.  J.  Davis 

Joe.  J.  Gardiner.  . 
Jas.  A.  Parliament 
Walter  F.  Waines. 

John  Howatt 

Harold  Anderson . 
John  J.  Linton.  .  . 
John  H.  Boylan.  . 
A.  D.  Cameron  .  .  . 
R.  E.  Unicume.  . . 
John  Matthews  . . 
G.  H.McDougall.. 
T.  C.  Lock  wood .  . 
Thos.  Graham .... 
Alex.  Sutherland. . 
A.  J.  Davison.  .  .  . 

E.  H.  Elridge 

D.  McBane 

C.  R.  Hoare 

A.  J.  Sparling.M.D 

W.  A.  Baker 

N.  B.  Roach 

T.  G.  Bragg 

J.  H.  Bates 

R.  J.  Taylor 

X.  M.  Currie 

John  Jones 

H.  E.  Bedingfield. 

D.  McPherson .... 
H.E  W  Tamlyn  MD 
J.D.  Hamill.M.D. 

R.  D.  Black 

H.  O.  H  olden... 

W.  S.  Milne 

R.  G.  Corneil 

John  Cleland 

Wm.  Burns 

S.  R.  McKee..  .    . 
Geo.  W.  Morrison 

J.  A.  Taylor 

Chas.  A.  Leaney.  . 
H.  M   Anderson. . 

W  O.Joyce 

Robert  Knight.  .  . 
P.  S.  Ewing 

B.  A.  Herring  .  .  . 
John  Ridley    ... 
Hugh  Macdonald . 
L.  A.  la  Pierre...  . 

M.  H.     teele 

G.  De  Kleinhaus . . 

E.  B.  Butler 

A.  T.  Bristow... 
D.  C.  MacGregor. 
Ernest  Pinnell. . .  . 

G.  W.  Dunn 

Geo.  Johnstone  .  . 

A.  J.  Brine 

A.  C.  Shank  land. 

P.  D.  Stone 

Jno.  F.  Doyle. . .  . 
Rev.C.A.Procunier 
Wm.  Babb..      .. 
P.  J.  Scott 

C.  E.  E.  Parke.  . 
A.  B.  Munro  .... 

G.  W.  Fluker 

Wm.  H.   Bick..  . 

V.  M.  Hare 

J.  W.  Bradley..    . 
Herbert  C.  Barnes 
H.  G.  Curlett...  . 
Wm.  Mathison  .  .  . 
J.  A.  Underhill... 
H.  M.  Kerr 

C.  Parnham 

D.  P.  McDiarmid. 
Vernon  Coulter  . 
Harry  Leeson    . .  . 
Alex.  Weatherhead 

W.  W.  Hill 

H.  C.  Jones 

J.  Lofthouse 

C.  C.  Reed 

J.  C.  Stewart 

W.  E.  Fraleigh . .  . 
W.  W.  Stover..    . 

A.  D.  Ross 

John  Pickard .... 

C.  D.  Batty 

E.  F.  Lloyd 

D.  McNabb 

P.  G.Thomas 

61 

53 

64 

74 

103 

116 

114 

88 

318 

95 

86 

102 

282 

127 

68 

206 
57 
75 
99 
79 
54 
72 
73 

160 
85 
34 

230 

104 

105 

178 

119 

114 
72 
93 
35 
65 
50 

112 
68 
55 
81 

181 
58 

135 
65 

139 
81 
51 
46 
41 

450 
50 
33 
35 
73 

137 
33 
32 
44 

123 
43 

125 
66 
90 
87 

5 
2 
3 

—o 

43 
4 

:> 

j 

7 
23 

•8 

2 

1 
... 

"i 

"7 

4 
*9 

'  i 

2 
1 

"2 
1 
2 
2 

"i 
1 
2 

66 

53 

67 

63 

112 

164 

113 

92 

305 

98 

92 

109 

284 

132 
70 

266 
46 
77 

106 
85 
57 
76 
79 

160 
78 
37 

234 

106 

118 

186 

129 

149 
74 
84 
36 
66 
50 

105 
72 
53 
82 

174 
58 

149 
72 

164 
84 
51 
47 
41 

444 
51 
32 
38 
73 

150 
49 
32 
48 

125 
45 

117 
68 
91 
89 

5 
"*3 

"9 

4X 

"4 

"2 
6 
7 
2 
5 
2 

2 
7 
6 
3 
4 
6 

8G 
88 
90 
91 
94 
95 
98 
99 
100 
101 

1 

"i 

13 

'3 

i 

1 

2 

3 

3 

1 

11 

1 
3 

ii 

*i 
i3 

102 
103 
104 
106 

1 
2 

2 
2 
1 

18 

2 

5 
1 

110 

2 

8 
1 

1 

1 

1 
1 
1 

"2 

11 

112 

4 
9 

7 

34 

0 

113 

114 

115 

1 
1 
1 

116 
117 
118 

2 
3 

119 
120 

") 

3 

9 

5 

18 

14 

12 

32 

5 

5 

"2 

"5 

""3 
3 

0 

7 

3 

"3 

4 

2 

13 

8 

10 

35 

2 

..... 

1 
"4 

'  i 

"i4 

7 

25 
3 

"i 

7 

121 
122 

1 

5 

'3 

1 
1 

1 

i 
4 

1 
1 
1 

123 
124 
125 
126 

'  i 
4 

'  '1 

3 

1 
2 

127 
128 
1?9 

i 

2 

2 

i3 

9 

130 

1 

'  '2 

2 
3 

131 
132 
133 
134 
135 
136 
•137 

2 

... 

"2 

2 
5 
1 
2 

"7 

"2 

"7 
'2 
7 

138 
139 

16 
9 

26 
3 

... 

1 

"2 

2 

1 

'  '3 
1 

140 
141 
142 

4 
1 

'2 

2 

143 

1 
3 

14 
2 

144 

"i 

1 

10 

1 

"8 

2 
3 

"i 

145 
146 
147 

"i 
"■3 

"  i3 

16 

6 

i 

148 
149 
150 

4 
3 
13 
14 
1 
4 
4 
2 
4 
3 
3 
5 

1 
3 

151 

2 

152 

1 

'   2 

i 
1 

153 
154 

4 
2 
2 

"2 

1 
2 

155 

156 
157 

3 

9 

8 

158 
159 

1 

2 

1 

"2 

No  returns. 
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CHAPTER    RETURNS 


No. 

Name  of  Chapter. 

Where  Held. 

Regular  Convocation. 

160 

Third  Tuesday 

Thursday  af .  f .  m .    . .    . 

161 

Madoc 

Madoc 

162 

Third  Thursday 

First  Monday 

Second  Wednesday. .  .  . 
Third  Friday 

163 

The  Beaches 

164 
165 

Lome 

West  Lome 

Saskatoon 

166 

Moose  Mountain 

Thursday  af.  f.m 

167 

Midland 

Campbellford 

New   Liskeard 

168 

Second  Thursday 

First  Wednesday 

169 

170 

Golden  Compass 

171 

Second  Tuesday 

First  Thursday 

Second  Wednesday. .  . . 

Third  Thursday 

Third  Tuesdav 

1 172 

Wetaskiwin 

173 

174 

175 

The  Hamilton 

Bekah  

176 

First  Tuesday 

177 

Pincher  Creek 

Prince  Rupert 

Calgary 

Estevan 

178 

Third  Wednesday 

179 

Second  Thursday 

First  Tuesday 

180 

181 

Battleford 

Battleford 

Third  Thursday 

Second  Monday 

Third  Friday 

Second  Tuesday 

Third  Monday 

Second  Wednesday 

Fourth  Friday 

Third  Wednesday 

Fourth  Thursday 

182 

183 

Mount  Sinai 

184 

185 

Toronto    

Unity 

186 

Swift  Current 

Winnipeg 

187 
tl88 

Connaught.    

Bow  Valley 

tl89 

190 

Pacific 

N.  Vancouver 

Trinity 

191 
192 

N.  Vancouver 

Melville 

Second  Tuesday      

Fourth  Thursday 

Second  Tuesday  af.  f.m. 

193 

Govan „ 

Moosomin 

Brampton 

194 

Orient 

195 

Peel 

First  Tuesday 

196 

197 

Capital  Citv 

198 

Couchichiiig 

Vermilion 

Hillvue 

Tau  Cross 

Orillia 

Third  Friday 

199 

Tuesday  af.  f.  m 

200 

201 

202 

Killam 

U.D 

King  George        

t  Removed  by  secession. 
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d 
u 

2 
a 

1 

First  Principal  Z 

Scribe  E. 

CO 

E2 

»   r 

d -J 

£n 

Sri 

8 

Q 

m 
c 
_o 
'55 
a 

1 

< 

be 
a 

"a 
"o 

■ 

c 
0 

a 

E 

0 
orj 

K 

i 

•5 

JS 

c 
0 
"35 

a 
o> 
a 

<n 

3 

tn 

"3 
9 

P 

41  CO 
So" 

a 

01 

1 
0) 

0 
a 

• 

s 

9 
Q 

160 
161 
162 
163 
164 

John  McMillan.  .  . 
Leslie  F.  Morrice. . 
Geo.  D.  McMillan 
W.  J.  Brandham.. 

W.  Becker 

F.  H.Holland.... 

W.  Gibson 

M.  S.  Keller 

David  F.     Robertson 

A.  A.  Sproul 

T.  S  MacLeod..  .. 
E.  Mays 

Garnet  Coombs. .  . 

Will  J.  Hill 

Wm.  Geo.  Hicks. . 
W.H.Cunningham 

W.  W.  Logan 

John  E.  Harrison. 
W.  F.  Youngblud. 

R.  D.  Keefe 

Wesley  Stephens.. 

E.  Monaghan.  .  .  . 

F.  M.  Dundas 

J.  W.  Johnston.  . . 

91 
71 

246 
62 
54 

226 
64 
81 
62 

119 
59 

108 
67 
95 
39 

'85 
34 
26 
76 
52 
51 
50 
61 
86 
42 

116 
67 
72 
49 
62 
94 
52 
25 
39 
35 
19 
10 
48 
38 
10 

11 
1 

21 

12 
4 

50 
3 

13 
7 

21 
3 

19 

2 

"2 
1 

"2 

2 

3  7 

97 

70 

267 
74 
58 

278 
67 
94 
66 

137 
53 

124 
67 
98 
44 
88 
34 
28 
82 
52 
54 
58 
68 
89 
42 

130 
70 
80 
49 
62 
98 
63 
41 
56 
55 
23 
76 

159 
56 
56 
11 
23 
10 
15 

6 

"21 
12 

4 
52 

3 
13 

4 
18 

"i6 

5 
3 

""2 
6 

"  "3 
8 
7 
3 

*  i4 
3 

8 

"4 
11 
16 
17 
20 
4 
66 

111 
18 
46 
11 
23 
10 
15 

} 

165 

3 

1 

166 

167 
168 
169 
170 
171 
1 172 

2 

2 
1 

3 
7 
1 

"i 

"2 

"i 

2 

*6 

173 

C.  P.  Moore.  .    .  . 
Alfred  McKim. .  .  . 
John  E.  Riddell  . . 
And.  D.  Ferguson. 

H.  E.  Hyde 

Wm.  E.  Burritt  . . 

Geo.  Hill 

J.  S.  Miller 

HallieE   Burlingham 
T.  W.  C.  Hawkins 

F.  W.  Buggey 

J.  W.  R.  Kee 

Dr  G.  M.Hermiston 
M.  C.  C.  James.  . . 
A.  L.  Crossin 

F.  A.  Dies 

Wm.  J.  Cook 

W.  F.  McGiverin. . 
J.  B.  Sutherland  .. 
J.J.Gillespie.M.D. 

Lee  L.  Baker 

Alonzo  S   Kimball 

L.  Wright 

Thos.  E.  Jones. .  . . 

A.  C.  Messer 

T.  W.  Offen 

John  A.  North.  .  . 
James  R.  Buhner. 

W.  W.  Smith 

John  Parton 

31 

174 

5 
4 

175 

2 

3 

176 

177 

178 
179 

4 
6 

■i 

2 

1 

•• 

180 
181 
182 
183 

3 

10 
9 
3 
1 

14 
8 
6 

2 
2 

'    4 
3 

'  1 

184 
185 
186 
187 
tl88 

3 

1 
3 

1 
3 

1 

'    6 

tl89 

190 
191 
192 

Lemuel  G.  Mund . 
Wm.  John  Irwin. . 
Robert  Garvin. . .  . 
J.  D.  McHattie..  . 
Dr.R.T.  MacLaren 
W.  W.  Woods.... 

W.  E.  Lord 

Sam.  F.  Patterson 
W.  H.  Bennett.  .. 
Alf.  W.  Roseborough 
Thos.  M.  Burnett. 
Rev.HM  Henderson 

F.  E.  Nichol 

Thos.  F.  Acheson. 

D.  W.  Freeman..  . 
Carleton  R.  Lane. 

W.  A.  Bent 

Sam.  J.  Latta.  .  .  . 
E.G.D.McEachern 
Walter  C.Young. 
James  I.  Mann .  .  . 
John  F.  McCallum 
Frank  Mcintosh.  . 
Andrew  Yungblut 
C.  W.  Johnston..  . 

15 

6 

14 

16 

17 

4 

65 

104 

13 

41 

1 
6 
2 
1 
3 

"5 

6 

6 

11 

9 

10 

15 

12 

"i 

193 

194 

195 

196 
197 

1 

3 

198 
199 

1 

i 

200 

201 

14 

202 

TTD 

18,33?. 

1,584,200 

31  243 

295 

195 

19,415 

1,253 

171 

t  Removed  by  secession. 


Number  of  Chapters,  Warranted 
Number  of  Chapters.  U.D 


RECAPITULATION. 

170 


71 


Number  of  Members,  December  31st,  191S. 

Registrations,  "  1914. 

Joinings,  "  "    . 

Restorations.  "  "   . 

Number  of  Withdrawals,  "   . 

Suspensions,  "   . 

Deaths,  "  "   . 


1,584 

200 

31 


18,333 


1,815 


295 
195 


7:53 


Gain 1,082 


Membership,  December  31st,  1914. 
Less  suspended  through  Alberta  secession   


19,415 
535 


Total  Membership.  December  31st,  1914 18,880 
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SUSPENSIONS. 

No.  2.  John  Merriman,  Fred.  Schelter,  Donald  Forbes,  W.  H. 
McCurdy,  J.  A.  Ridgeon,  Joseph  Richardson,  G.  S. 
Robinson,  S.  T.  Tribute,  George  Watson,  Charles  E. 
Wilson,  Charles  T.  Wright,  M.  C.  Smith. 

No.  15.  Wm.  Adams,  Charles  Buchner,  Dr.  Thos.  Bradley, 
John  R.  Brightwell,  Alexander  M.  Brown,  C.  Noble 
Bedell,  William  Brown,  Frank  J.  Clement,  Alfred 
Dunn,  William  T.  Ferguson,  William  W.  Ferguson, 
John  Garroch,  Finley  J.  Klingensmith,  John  Law, 
George  A.  Mitchell,  John  R.  Mooney,  James  Mcll- 
hagga,  John  Mackenzie,  Dr.  A.  E.  Mullin,  Knyvette  E. 
NafteL  William  Porter,  John  M.  Wilkins. 

No.  18.  R.  N.  Boyce,  E.  Barton,  C.  B.  Clarke,  R.  Cuddie,  W.  H. 
Martin,  J.  Maycock,  J.  McMahon,  E.  Hudson,  S.  J. 
Miller. 

No.    19.  William  Orr  Fenton. 

No.  20.  Cecil  U.  Holmes,  Thomas  Edward  Johnson,  Harry  Ford 
Muir. 

No.    22.  George  Rook. 

No.    24.  William  J.  Yeoward,  John  Edwin  Sanagan. 

No.  27.  George  W.  Brown,  Ernest  Walton,  John  St.  Clair  San- 
son, H.  C.  Morgan,  Walter  Saunders,  R.  L.  Cherry, 
G.  A.  Cummings,  James  W.  Rose,  John  T.  Myler, 
Nathan  Payne,  Clarence  S  Sweeny,  Harold  Wade. 

No.  28.  Edward  Wallace  Whiting,  Edward  Trewin  Slemon, 
John  Lander,  Thomas  George  Ryley,  Thomas  Joseph 
Sheridan,  William  Thomas  Stephenson  Crossken, 
Frederick  Bull,  John  Milton  Tamblyn,  Henry  Living- 
stone Young,  Oliver  Howard  Luke,  Frederick  Luther 
Fowke. 

No.  29.  Thomas  J.  Galbraith,  John  W.  McCallum,  Archibald  C. 
McVean,  John  D.  Scott,  John  W.  Hicks. 

No.  36.  J.  M.  Bygott,  P.  S  Byshe,  Frank  Mercer,  W.  L.  Mit- 
chell, Charles  Wynn. 

No.    40.  Alexander  P.  Hilton,  Robert  Kennedy,  W.  J.  Copp. 

No.    44.  Horace  Charles  Maybee,  George  Washington  Henley. 

No.  52.  A.  J.  Bloomfield,  John  Coltart,  Fred.  Carrington  Green, 
S.  C.  Dunn,  Thomas  Gibbs,  Charles  Hanvey,  Edmond 
L.  Howell,  Charles  Archibald  Murray,  David  McCul- 
loch,  Henry  McBride,  William  Fred.  Osborne,  John 
M.  Stuart,  George  Walter  Warren,  Nelson  Robert 
Wessel. 

No.    57.  J.  F.  Young. 

No.    58.  John  S.  Hogorth,  Andrew  Irving,  Lincoln  Swppelka. 

No.  60.  John  Charles  Leadbetter,  J.  T.  Power,  Dr.  W.  G.  Hutt, 
William  H.  S.  Cane,  Dr  Charles  H.  C.  Clarke,  Richard 
D.  Morton,  Frank  R.  Fisher,  John  S.  Tatten,  Angus  S. 
Williams. 

No.  62.  Arthur  J.  Heynes,  Joseph  N.  Wicks,  Robert  B.  Mc- 
Queen, William  A.  Sherwood,  J.  D.  B.  Lawrence. 
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No.  66.  George  Murray,  Selo  Lawrence,  James  W.  Stevenson, 
J.  E.  Carleton,  W.  H.  Cresswell,  W.  G.  Doherty,  G.  E. 
Holmes,  J.  ITowey,  W.  J.  Tozer. 

No.    70.  Anson  George  Burke. 

No.  72.  Jacob  F.  Kennedy,  George  M.  Wright,  G.  Roy  Good- 
murphy,  I.  Algier  Eby,  William  Fred.  Boutre. 

No.    73.  Duncan   Cochrane,  Arthur  Ridley. 

No.    75.  Frank  Mcintosh,  Alfred  Winn,  Wilier  Empy  Parks. 

No.  76.  Evan  E.  Fraser,  Richard  Spong,  J.  E.  Stephenson, 
Harry  Williams,  Robert  J.  Murray,  J.  R.  Menke, 
Geo.  J.  Ryckman,  James  A.  Newport,  Joseph  W. 
Hague,  George  N.  Collins,  S.  E.  Boulter,  II.  H.  Wil- 
son, John  Gunn,  J.  H.  Turner,  Stephen  B.  Crane, 
Alonzo  B.  Robertson. 

No.  77.  William  Bailey,  Henry  Talbot  Brown,  Charles  Mus- 
grave,  William  Guy  Messenger,  William  Francis  Mc- 
Kenzie,  William  Edwin  Watson. 

No.    7S.  Francis  W.  Crawford. 

No.  80.  Porter  Alden  Bush,  John  B.  Carmichael,  Alexander  J. 
Craig,  William  Elsey,  Samuel  Ryckman,  H.  E.  St. 
George. 

No.    84.  Lionel  W.  Hanson. 

No.  88.  Samuel  Crist,  W.  H.  Simmerman,  Richard  Perrin,  James 
Zuinnell,  A.  A.  Turner,  J.  Rannie,  James  Ross. 

No.  91.  George  L.  Lennox,  Thomas  Lowe,  J.  C.  Clark,  John 
Craig. 

No.  98.  Russell  J.  Grant,  George  A.  Stevens,  Frank  Mayhew 
Richardson,  Robert  Douglas  Cameron,  George  Knox, 
Alexander  Mcintosh,  William  John  Williams,  Arthur 
Granville  Thynee,  Robert  D.  Thompson. 

No.  100.  Bert  Bullard. 

No.  102.  Edwin  H.  Capp,  Fred.  R.  Cullis,  Samuel  Emery,  Ornell 
W.  Fawcett,  John  Gilbertson,  George  Hall,  William  D. 
Jones,  Alexander  Leslie,  William  H.  Mole,  Gordon 
McDonald,  Thomas  T.  Thompson,  Donald  A.  Turner, 
James  E.  Gorrell,  John  O.  Staunton,  H.  W.  Staunton, 
Henry  M.  Peckover,  James  B.  Kennedy,  Simcoe 
Zuance. 

No.  110.  William  Bensley.  John  E.  Brown,  George  A.  Mocom, 
George  E.  Huff,  Simeon  West,  William  S.  Harrison, 
James  H.  Caskev,  O.  C.  Johnston. 

No.  112.  Fred.  Plank  Powell. 

No.  113.  Joseph  G.  Belleghem. 

Xo.  116.  George  A.  Gillies. 

No.  117.  Edward  Hollinger. 

No.  119.  Charles  A.  Edsal,  Robert  W.  Simpson,  Oliver  Reid,  W. 
F.  Williams,  Charles  A.  Ryall,  Walter  McKay,  George 
Gascoyn. 

No.  122.  E.  L.  Larsen,  W.  L.  Coulthard,  George  R.  Gordon. 

No.  123.  W.  E.  Truesdale. 

No.  124.  Phillip  William  Runacres. 
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No.  128.  Herbert  Grant  Hoppkins,  Robert  Steiss,  John  Cameron 
Elliott,  Henry  Arthur  Kington,  Herbert  Edward  Wal- 
lis,  Vernon  Harry  Mott,  John  Bull,  Frederick  Fraser, 
Stewart  McDonald,  William  S.  Newman,  John  Brydon 
Scott,  Bruce  Almon  Lawson,  George  Lux. 

No.  135.  John  McBain,  Thomas  Graham. 

No.  139.  J.  R.  Beatty,  H.  J.  Bound. 

No.  140.  John  A.  McClure,  Benjamin  J.  Ostrander. 

No.  145.  J.  M.  Woodland,  Frederick  Marks,  F.  C.  Larmer,  J.  W. 
Shouldice,  J.  A.  Macdougall,  F.  Ruthven,  B.  Sproule, 
D.  F.  Johnston. 

No.  154.  Emil  Mohr,  Nathaniel  Lyons. 

No.  156.  John  Henry  Carson,  William  Leslie,  John  Wesley  Hew- 
itt, Alexander  T.  Macintosh,  Chester  A.  Sparrow,  John 
U.  Johnston,  Hermon  M.  Cameron,  Ernest  H.  Ed- 
wards, John  David  Hull. 

No.  159.  Stewart  Osborne  Brome,  Jacob  Gilbert  dimming. 

No.  160.  Edwin  McKenzie  Ellis,  Percy  Gillmor,  Joseph  Harley 
Mitchell,  Herbert  A.  Manville,  William  George  Tickle, 
Hugh  Martin  Sibbald,  Singleton  Wyndom  Muncey. 

No.  170.  Edward   Albert  Partridge. 

No.  186.  James  Solomon  Cordingley,  Anson  G.  Burke,  Thomas 
Bell,  George  G.  Smith,  Lewis  M.  Robinson,  Harold 
Wm.  Brinston. 

No.  198.  Robert   Mainer. 

SUSPENSIONS,  U.M.C. 
No.    52.  John  Healy  Buxton,  Oct.  1,  1914. 

RESTORATIONS. 

No.      2.  John  Farley. 

No.      5.  Wilson    Armitage,    John     Willis,     Robert     P.     Haskett, 

Charles  E.   Fumess. 
No.      8.  John  James  Pritchard. 

No.    24.  Andrew  Henry  Monteith,  Anderson  Stevenson. 
No.    31.  Jerald   S.   McKenzie,   Luther   Shourds,   Fred.   E.    Healy, 

John  Mitchell. 
No.    37.  Wilfred  Croft,  Frederick  Winton  Spangler. 
No.    40.  Joseph  A.  King. 
No.    52.  W.  H.  Bruce. 
No.    59.  W.  Herb.  Simpson. 

No.    70.   Ellis  Edmon  Smallev,  James  Fraser  Gilmour. 
No.    75.  Frank  Mcintosh. 
No.    76.  John  H.  Coulter. 
No.    77.  Robert  Thomas  Martin. 
No.    81.  Horace  Elliott. 
No.    83.  R.  J.  Kyle,  J.  S.  Atkinson. 
No.    91.  David  Todd. 
No.  129.  Wm.  Campbell. 

No.  135.  Samuel  Robinson,  Charles  Allison  Hiscox. 
No.  141.  John   Stewart  Irwin,  John  Waddell. 
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M.  E.  COMPANION 


illiam  dthaim 


PAST  GRAND  Z.— 1901-2 


Grand  Treasurer— 1908-11 
Grand  Representative— Missouri 


DIED  4th  MAY,  1914 


BEAMSVILLE,  ONT. 
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R.  E.  COMPANION 


Soljn  IGpBlk 


PAST  GRAND   Z. -1907-8 


Grand   Representative— New  Zealand 


DIED  13th  FEBRUARY,  1915 


WINNIPEG,  MAN. 
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R.  E.  COMPANION 

I.  £  ©amlgn,  H.  i. 

PAST  GRAND  PRINCIPAL  SOJOURNER  -1880 


DIED  18th  DECEMBER,  1914 


WINGHAM,  ONT. 


R.  E.  COMPANION 

PAST  GRAND  SUPERINTENDENT 

TORONTO  DISTRICT  No.  6—1877 


DIED  22nd  MARCH,  1914 


COLLINGWOOD,  ONT. 
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R.  E.  COMPANION 

Htlltam  3farh?0 

PAST  GRAND  SUPERINTENDENT 

NIAGARA  DISTRICT  No.  7—1883-4 
Grand  Representative — Illinois 


DIED  16th  FEBRUARY,  1915 


GRIMSBY,  ONT. 


R.  E.  COMPANION 

PAST  GRAND  SUPERINTENDENT 

HAMILTON  DISTRICT  No.  5-1890 


DIED  24th  OCTOBER,  1914 


MILTON,  ONT. 
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R.  E.  COMPANION 

Gilbert  Hatm 

PAST  GRAND  SUPERINTENDENT 

WELLINGTON  DISTRICT   No.  4—1896-7 


DIED  2nd  NOVEMBER,  1914 


ORANGEVILLE,  ONT. 


R.  E.  COMPANION 

».  £  Waai 

PAST  GRAND  SUPERINTENDENT 

ONTARIO  DISTRICT  No.  10—1896-7 


DIED  28th  SEPTEMBER,  1914 


PETERBORO,  ONT. 
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R.  E.  COMPANION 

31.  B.  lalfiwr,  HL I 

PAST  GRAND  SUPERINTENDENT 

LONDON  DISTRICT  No.  2—1900 


DIED  7th  JANUARY,  1914 


LONDON,  ONT. 


R.  E.  COMPANION 

if  ?ttry  $  ring!? 

PAST  GRAND  SUPERINTENDENT 

PRINCE  EDWARD  DISTRICT  No.  11—1901 


DIED  28th  JULY,  1914 


BELLEVILLE,  ONT. 
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R.  E.  COMPANION 

PAST  GRAND  SUPERINTENDENT 

TORONTO  DISTRICT  No.  8—1903 


DIED  22nd  OCTOBER,   1914 


TORONTO,  ONT. 


R.  E.  COMPANION 

PAST  GRAND  SUPERINTENDENT 

ST.  CLAIR  DISTRICT  No.  1—1907 


DIED  14th  OCTOBER,  1914 


DRESDEN,  ONT. 
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R.  E.  COMPANION 

PAST  GRAND  SUPERINTENDENT 

NIAGARA  DISTRICT  No.  7—1913 


DIED  10th  MARCH,  1914 


NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE,  ONT. 
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iraifys 

No. 

1. 

Robert  Vair,  June  10,  1914;  Leonard  Clements, 
Feb.  15,  1914. 

No. 

2. 

William  McLelland,   May  5,   1914;  John  Bain, 
May  13,  1914;   Matthew  Broadbemt,  June  21, 
1914;    Robert   Wilson,   June   26,    1914;    John 
Wilmot  Lamoreaux,  Sept.  20,   1914;  John  G. 
Appleton,    Sept.    30,    1914;    Richard    Crooks, 
Nov.  25,  1914. 

No. 

3. 

Dr.  J.  D.  Balfour,  Jan.  7,  1914;  0.  B.  Dorland, 
Feb.  6,  1914;  William  Oke,  April  7,  1914. 

No. 

4. 

Richard  Theodore  Coady,  Sept.  20,  1914;  Solo- 
mon Singer,  Oct.  19,  1914. 

No. 

5. 

John    A.    Graham,    Feb.,    1914;    John    Blanch, 
July,    1914;    J.    H.    Cunningham,   July,    1911; 
Otto  Emil  Brenner,  May  24,  1911. 

No. 

6. 

William  Gibson,  May  4,  1914;  Joseph  Stephen, 
May  23,  1914;  John  M.  Burns,  Sept.  2,  1914; 
Daniel  Gallagher,  Oct.  14,  1914. 

No. 

7. 

Sidney  Walter  Vermilyea,  Apr.  20,  1914;  John 
Luscombe,    Apr.   25,    1914;    Solomon   Vermil- 
yea, June  29,   1914;   Henry  Pringle,  July  28, 
1914;   Nial   Perry  Flemming,   Sept.  21,   1914; 
David  Ford  Bogart,  Nov.  19,  1914. 

No. 

8. 

Alfred  Webb,   Sept.,   1911;   John   T.   Whitlam, 
Jan.  29,  1914;  David  G.  Keith,  May  3,  1914. 

No. 

15. 

Charles    J.     O'Neil,     Oct.     1,     1914;     Thomas 
Paton,  Nov.  9,  1914;  James  Alcock,  Dec.  16, 
1914;    Robert    G.    McArthur,    Apr.    1,    1914; 
William  J.  McKee,  Jan.  1,  1914. 

No. 

16. 

Edgar  S.  Reade,  Aug.  4,  1914. 

No. 

18. 

Thomas  Henry  McGuire,  Nov.  2,  1914. 

No. 

19. 

Adelbert   C.   Tuttle,   June   12,   1914;   Fred.   W. 
Casey,  Oct.  3,  1914;  Charles  A.  Tilden,  Oct.  8, 
1914;  John  H.  Creery,  May  28,  1914. 
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ieatba 

No. 

20. 

Levi  Secord,  May  8,  1914;  Frank  Read,  May  5, 
1914. 

No. 

22. 

Wm.    Chancy   Whitney,   Jan.    5,    1914;    George 
Corlass  Adams,  Apr.  1,  1912. 

No. 

23. 

Richard  Hicks,  Apr.  20,  1914. 

No. 

24. 

A.  J.  Nixon,  Jan.  12,  1914. 

No. 

26. 

J.  I.  Dench,  Jan.  19,  1914. 

No. 

27. 

James   B.   McFadjen,  June,    1914;    E.   R.   Car- 
penter,   Mar.    22,    1914;    W.    G.    Cox,    Aug., 
1914;  Frank  Scott,  Dec.  14,  1914. 

No. 

28. 

Larratt  Godfrey  Cassels,  June  13,  1914. 

No. 

29. 

Archibald     Couper,    Jan.     19,     1914;     Maurice 
William  Britton,  Dec.  11,  1914. 

No. 

30. 

Chester  R.  Farrow,  Mar.  26,  1914. 

No. 

• 

31. 

James   C.   North,   Mar.   26,    1914;    Wr.    Harold 
Williamson,  Oct.  13,  1914;  Samuel  Ellis,  Nov. 
11,  1914. 

No. 

32. 

A.  James  Bailey,  Nov.  6,  1914. 

No. 

34. 

William  Samuel  Wallace,  1914. 

No. 

35. 

John  H.  Gale,  Feb.  24,  1914;  Richard  E.  Cal- 
verby,  Oct.  27,  1914. 

No. 

36. 

Harry  G.  Brown,  Mar.  20,  1914;  R.  E.  Wood, 
Sept.  28,  1914. 

No. 

37. 

Thos.  Long,  Dec.  30,  1914;  John  Henry  Arm- 
strong, Apr.  4,  1914. 

No. 

41. 

J.  F.   Williams,  Aug.   14,   1914;   Walter   Mills, 
May   30,    1914;    Dr.   James   Bruce   Caleridge, 
July  8,  1914;  George  Galloway,  Oct.  10,  1914. 
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IteailjB 

No. 

45. 

James  Redfearn,  Apr.  3,  1914. 

No. 

46. 

John  L.  Maxwell,  Jan.  20,  1913. 

No. 

53. 

John  Hunter,  Feb.  22,   1914;   C.   H.   Chapman, 
June  25,  1914;  W.  R.  Munroe,  Aug.  28,  1914; 
W.  H.  McGamey,  Nov.  28,  1914. 

No. 

54. 

T.    H.    Sumner,    May    12,    1914;    Luke    Slater, 
May  17,  1914. 

No. 

56. 

Ewing  Cameron,  Sept.  17,  1914. 

No. 

58. 

Frank    E.    Purvis,    Oct.    14,    1914;     Alfred    N. 
Grasswell,  Apr.  6,  1914;  Andrew  Borrowman, 
Apr.  26,  1914. 

No. 

60. 

John  Everard  Hughes,  Apr.  28,  1914. 

No. 

61. 

Dr.  George  H.  Groves,  Aug.,  1914;  Peter  Nai- 
smith,  Aug.,  1914. 

No. 

62. 

Alexander  Dixon,  Dec.,  1914;  William  W.  Ed- 
wards, Jan.,  1914;  Charles  Norris,  Aug.,  1914. 

No. 

63. 

J.  E.  Tamlyn,  Dec.  19,  1914. 

No. 

64. 

George  "Rogers,  June,  1914;  Samuel  D.  Ramey, 
Nov.,  1914. 

No. 

65. 

George    Kappelle,    Nov.,    1914;     Frederick    H. 
Herbert,  Sep.,  1914;  James  Bicknell,  Oct.  22, 
1914. 

No. 

66. 

M.  R.  Cocenter,  Dec.  7,  1914. 

No. 

67. 

Samuel   Freeland,    Mar.,   1914;    George   Harri- 
son,   Mar.,    1914;    James    M.    McKay,    Mar., 
1914;  Miles  Bateman,  Aug.,  1914;  Henry  M. 
McCullough,  Oct.,   1914;    Samuel  Laybourne, 
May,  1914. 

No. 

69. 

James  Stark  Morris,  May  22,  1914. 
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Urates 

No. 

71. 

Miles  J.  Patten,  1914. 

Xo. 

75. 

James  Anderson  Frazer,  Oct.  24,  1914;  William 
Gibson,  May  4,  1914. 

No. 

76. 

George    Albert    Collins,    Mar.    20,    1914;    John 
Henry  Kilbourn,  Nov.  23,  1914. 

No. 

77. 

Henry   Adamson    Shoff,    Feb.   8,    1914;    Henry 
Smith  Lyall,   Feb.   14,  1914;   William  George 
Abraham,  Mar.  29,  1914;  Alexander  Kenneth 
Ross,   Apr.   19,   1914;   John  Lester   McGuire, 
Aug.  11,  1914. 

No. 

79. 

James   McFarlane,  June,  1914;   Gilbert  Walter 
Knox  Gilmour,  Oct.  27,  1914;  Oliver  H.  Gor- 
ham,  Nov.,  1914. 

No. 

81. 

Stephen    W.    Teeple,    Feb.    10,    1914;    Isaac   B. 
Huffman,  Feb.  20,  1914;  Edward  Whyte,  Oct. 
15,  1914;  William  Faulds,  Dec.  23,  1914. 

No. 

82. 

Robert  I.  Spoffard,  July  26,  1914. 

No. 

83. 

W.   C.    Burrell,   Jan.    13,    1914;    Robert   Mann, 
Nov.  2,  1914. 

No. 

84. 

John  E.  Tamlyn,  Dec.  18,  1914. 

No. 

88. 

John  I.  Wiley,  Oct.  14,  1914;  James  B.  Corse- 
alien,  1914. 

No. 

90. 

Samuel  C.  Seharman,  Jan.  6,  1914. 

No. 

91. 

Henry   W.   Anthes,    Aug.    15,    1914;    Edwin   J. 
Evans,  Mar.  16,  1914. 

No. 

94. 

George  S  Patrick,  May  3,   1914;  Thomas  Mc- 
Connell,  Mar.  31,  1914. 

No. 

98. 

J.  A.  Moran,  May  2,  1914. 

No. 

99  William  Mawhinny,  Oct.  1,  1914. 
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No.  100.  Charles  N.  Storey,  April  3,  1914;  Rodney  War- 
ner, Oct.  8,  1914. 

No.  102.  James  Spence,  Jan.,  1914;  Stanley  Austin,  Dec. 
13,  1914. 

No.  103.  Thomas  Darling,  Oct.  25,  1914 ;  Ralph  Ber- 
rington  Smith,  Dec.  4,  1914;  R.  A.  Klock, 
1914;  R.  E.  Fletcher,  1914;  H.  Dollery,  1914. 

No.  104.  Thomas  Walsh,  June  17,  1914. 

No.  110.  Robert  W.  Frost,  July,  1913. 

No.  112.  Charles  Alexander  Summers,  Feb.  15,  1914. 

No.  113.  Alexander  G.  Watson,  Jan.  25,  1914. 

No.  114.  Sydney  Joseph  Jennings,  Apr.  28,  1914. 

No.  117.  William  Brown,  Jan.  23,  1914;  Herman  Jaeger, 
April  25,  1914. 

No.  119.  Rev.  J.  C.  Walker,  Feb.  11,  1914;  Everett 
Quick,  July  23,  1914;  George  E.  Robinson, 
April  29,  1914. 

No.  121.  John  Edgar  Leon  Clarke,  June  12,  1914. 

No.  123.  John  Hamilton,  Aug.  24,  1914. 

No.  124.  Lindsay  Lougheed,  Aug.  19,  1914 ;  Wiltshire 
Sherbourne  Rogers,  Sept.  8 ;  David  Powers 
Sanderson,  Oct.  7,  1914;  Lewis  W.  Parsley, 
Oct.  14,  1914. 

No.  125.  Thomas  Benson  Starbird,  April  14,  1914. 

No.  126.  Charles  Henry  Hartley,  Nov.  12,  1914. 

No.  127.  Ben.  Forcimmer,  Feb.  26,  1914. 

No.  130.  Lawrence  Imrie  Mills,  Apr.  6,  1914. 
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No.  132.  James  Dempster,  Feb.  9,  1914;  Wm.  T.  C.  Mc- 
Clellan,  May  16,  1914. 

No.  135.  Mortimer  Weeks  Plank,  Feb.  23,  1914;  James 
Bicknell,  Oct.  22,  1914. 

No.  136.  Jacob  Tritt,  Jan.  25,  1914;  John  Herbert  K. 
Faija,  June  7,  1914;  J.  R.  McLeod,  1914. 

No.  138.  William  T.  Prince,  Mar.  13,  1914. 

No.  140.  Herman  Trapp,  1914;  Alexander  B.  Dowswell, 
1914;  William  Downing,  1914. 

No.  141.  Thomas  Edward  M.  Banting,  Feb.,  1914. 

No.  144.  Charles  A.  Lapp,  July  3,  1914;  Lindsay  A.  W. 
Webb,  Sept.  11,  1914. 

No.  145.  Lord  Roberts,  Nov.  14,  1914;  George  Willis, 
Nov.  11,  1914;  Henrv  W.  Authes,  Aug.  19, 
1914. 

No.  147.  James  S.  Hamilton,  Sept.  5,  1914. 

No  157.  Charles  Jay  Becker,  Jan.,  1914. 

No.  158.  Joseph  Emile  Sussier,  Sept.  3,  1914. 

No.  165.  Thomas  Edward  Walker,  Aug.,  1914. 

No.  168.  John  Dickson,  Feb.  6,  1914;  William  Hall,  May 
30,  1914. 

No.  170.  Robert  Thomas  Lord,  1914. 

No.  171.  Robert  Lilly,  Apr.  23,  1914;  Isaac  Fred.  Hof- 
eulrak,  Apr.  5,  1914. 

No.  175.  Samuel  S.  Beatty,  Apr.  10,  1914;  William  Gib- 
son, May  4,  1914;  David  A.  Tape,  Aug.  1, 
1914. 

No.  182.  George  Pattison,  Dec.  26,  1913. 

No.  191.  William  S.  Goodbody,  Mar.  23,  1914. 

No.  199.  William  Brown  Ferrel,  May  28,  1914. 
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EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE. 

R.  E.  Comp.  A.  S.  Gorrell,  M.D.,  Regina,  Grand  H.,  President. 

BY  VIRTUE  OF  OFFICE. 

M.  E.  Comp.  Robert    Hendry,    Jr Kingston 

J.    Ross    Robertson Toronto 

J.    E.    Harding Lindsay 

Michael    Walsh    Ingersoll 

Wm.    G.    Reid Hamilton 

Abraham  Shaw   Kingston 

George    Moore  , Hamilton 

F.   W.   Harcourt Toronto 

Daniel  F.   Macwatt Sarnia 

W.  S.  R.  Murch,  Grand  Z Kingston 

H.    Robertson    Collingwood 

Harry    H.    Watson Vancouver 

R.  E.       "      Aubrey  White,  C.M.G.,  Grand  J Toronto 

GRAND  SUPERINTENDENTS. 
R.  E.  Comp.  W.  A.  Baker,  Leamington    St.  Clair 
"       G.  T.  Kennedy,  St.  Thomas  London 
"      W.  L.  MacWhinnie,  Wood- 
stock Wilson 
W.  D.  McLellan,  Harriston  Wellington 
"      W.  H.  Ballard,  Hamilton     Hamilton 

S.  J.  Mallion,  Stratford        Huron 
"      G.  E.  Parkes,  Dunnville        Niagara 
"      W.  J.  McCollum,  M.D.,  To- 
ronto Toronto 
"      J.  F.  Zimmerman,  Colling- 
wood Georgian 
"      G.  N.  Peebles,  Colborne        Ontario 
"      H.  H.  Alger,  M.D.,  Stirling  Prince  Edward 
"       W.  H.  Waddell,  M.D.,  N. 

Augusta  St.  Lawrence  "     12 

"       Alfred  L.  Conners,  Smith's 

Falls  Ottawa  "     13 

"       Dr.   Nelson   Schnarr,  Ken- 

ora  Algoma  "     14 

"  "      G.  W.  Morden,  Winnipeg    Manitoba  E.  "     15 

T.  M.  Ferguson,  Rivers         Manitoba  W.  "     15a 

"  "      D.    H.     Morrison,     Prince 

Rupert  B.  Columbia  "     16 

"      S.  F.  Patterson,  Edmonton  Alberta  N.  "     17 

"      H.  H.  Gould,  High  River     Alberta  S.  "     17a 

"      T.  H.  Banfield,  Cranbrook   Kootenay  "     18 

"  "      E.  R.  Bailey,  Kelowna  Yale-Columbia        "     18a 

"      R.  Blackwood,  Saskatoon     Saskatchewan  N.    "     19a 
"      J.  S.  T.  Green,  Swift  Cur- 
rent Saskatchewan  W.  "     19b 
"      J.  Orville  Clarke,  Govan       Saskatchewan  E.    "     19c 
"      R.  G.  Campbell,  Sault  Ste. 

Marie  New  Ontario  "    20 


Dist. 

No 

.  1 

u 

2 

u 

3 
4 

ii 

5 

ird 

it 

<< 

6 

7 

8 

9 
10 
11 
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EX-OFFICIO   MEMBERS. 

R.  E.  Comp.  Geo.  J.  Bennett,  Toronto Grand  Scribe  E. 

"  "      Joseph  J.   Hoidge,  Toronto Grand  Scribe  N. 

ELECTED  BY  GRAND  CHAPTER. 

R.  E.  Comp.  W.    N.    Ponton Belleville 

"       Richard    H.    Spencer Trenton 

"      H.  S.  Griffin,  M.D Hamilton 

"      D.  H.  Mcintosh,  M.D Carleton  Place 

"  "      Oliver   Elwood    London 

APPOINTED  BY  GRAND  Z. 

R.  E.  Comp.  Henry    T.    Smith Toronto 

"      J.    M.   Potts,    M.D Stirling 

"  "       C.  W.   Haentschel,   M.D... Haileybury 

"      Kenneth  J.    Dunstan Toronto 

V.  E.       "      J.   E.   Merriman St.   Catharines 

SUB-COMMITTEES. 

GRAND  Z.'S   ADDRESS. 

M.  E.  Comps.  J.  Ross  Robertson,  Chairman;  J.  E.  Harding, 
R.  Hendry,  Jr.,  M.  Walsh,  W.  G.  Reid,  A.  Shaw,  Geo.   Moore, 

F.  W.  Harcourt,  D.  F.  Macwatt,  H.  Robertson  and  H.  H.  Watson. 

BENEVOLENCE. 
M.  E.  Comps.  J.  Ross  Robertson,  Chairman  ;  A.  Shaw ;  R.  E. 
Comps.  J.  B.  Nixon,  D.  H.  Mcintosh. 

AUDIT  AND  FINANCE. 

R.  E.  Comps.  H.  T.  Smith,  Chairman;  J.  J.  Hoidge,  Dr. 
W.  J.  McCollum,  T.  M.  Ferguson,  S.  F.  Patterson,  J.  Orville 
Clarke,  G.  T.  Kennedy,  J.  S.  T.  Green,  T.  H.  Banfield. 

GRIEVANCES    AND    APPEALS. 

R.  E.  Comps.  K.  J.  Dunstan,  Chairman;  Aubrev  White,  Dr. 
J.    M.   Potts,   G.   E.    Parkes,   Dr.    H.    H.   Alger,   W.'  H.   Ballard, 

G.  N.    Peebles,   G.    W.   Morden,    D.    H.   Morrison,   W.   L.    Mac- 
Whinnie. 

WARRANTS. 

R.  E.  Comps.  O.  Elwood,  Chairman;  W.  A.  Baker,  R.  G. 
Campbell,  W.  D.  McLellan,  Dr.  W.  H.  Waddell,  H.  H.  Gould, 
Dr.  N.  Schnarr,  R.  Blackwood,  S.  J.  Mallion,  J.  F.  Zimmerman, 
A.  L.  Conners. 

CONDITION   OF   CAPITULAR    MASONRY. 

R.  E.  Comps.  W.  N.  Ponton,  Chairman ;  R.  H.  Spencer,  J.  E 
Merriman,  Dr.  H.  S.  Griffin,  Dr.  C.  W.  Haentschel,  E.  R.  Bailey. 

FOREIGN   CORRESPONDENCE. 

R.  E.  Comp.  Geo.  J.  Bennett,  Chairman. 


270 


GRAND   CHAPTER   OF   CANADA 


LIST  OF  CHAPTERS— BY  DISTRICTS 


ST.    CLAIR    DISTRICT,    NO.     I 

Grand   Superintendent — R.  E.  Comp,  W.  A.  Baker,  Leamington 
No.  No. 


47,  Wellington Chatham 

7 1 ,  Pr.  of  Wales. . .  Amherstburg 

73,  Erie Ridgetown 

8o,  Ark Windsor 


88,  MacNabb Dresden 

119,  King  Cyrus.  .  Leamington 
164,  Lome West  Lome 


LONDON    DISTRICT,    NO.    2 

Grand  Superintendent — R.  E.  Comp.  G.  T.  Kennedy,  St. Thomas 


No. 

3,  St.  John's London 

5,  St.  George's London 

15,  Wawanosh Sarnia 

53,  Bruce Petrolia 

54,  Palestine St.  Thomas 


No. 

74,  Beaver Strathroy 

78,  Minnewawa Parkhill 

8 1 ,  Aylmer Aylmer 

150,  London London 

1 53,  Sombra Sombra 


WILSON    DISTRICT,    NO.    3 

Grand  Superintendent — R.E. Comp.  W.L.MacWhinnie,  Woodstock 

No. 

41,  Harris Ingersoll 

115,  Brant Paris 


No. 

1 8,  Oxford Woodstock 

20,  Mount  Horeb Brantford 

23,  Ezra Simcoe 


WELLINGTON    DISTRICT,    NO.    4 

Grand  Superintendent — R.  E.  Comp.  W.  D.  McLellan,  Harriston 


No. 

3  2 ,  Waterloo Gait 

40,  Guelph Guelph 

67,  Enterprise Harriston 


No. 

S^,  Ionic Orangeville 

117,  Berlin Berlin 


HAMILTON    DISTRICT,    NO.    5 

Grand    Superintendent — R.  E.  Comp.  W.  H.  Ballard,  Hamilton. 


No. 

2,  The  Hiram Hamilton 

6,  St.  John's Hamilton 

75,  St.  Clair Milton 


No. 

104,  White  Oak Oakville 

155,  Ancaster Ancaster 

175,  The  Hamilton.  ..Hamilton 


HURON    DISTRICT,    NO.    6 

Grand  Superintendent — R.  E.  Comp.  S.  J.  Mallion,  Stratford 


No. 

24,  Tecumseh Stratford 

30,  Huron Goderich 

46,  St.  James St.  Mary's 

50,  Saugeen Walkerton 

63,  Havelock Kincardine 

66,  The  Malloch Seaforth 


No. 
84,  Lebanon Wingham 

129,  Elliot Mitchell 

130,  Chantry. . .  .Southampton 

146,  Bernard Listowel 

147,  Lucknow Lucknow 
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NIAGARA    DISTRICT,    NO.    7 

Grand  Superintendent — R.  E.  Comp.  G.  E.  Parkes,  Dunnville 


No. 

19,  Mt.  Moriah..  .St. Catharines 

2  9,  McCallum Dunnville 

55,  Niagara Niagara 

57,  King  Hiram...  Pt.Colborne 


No. 

64,  Willson Welland 

69,  Grimsby Grimsby 

76,  Mt.  Nebo Niagara  Falls 

184,  Hugh  Murray. ..  Bridgeburg 


TORONTO    DISTRICT,    NO.    8 


Grand  Superintendent- 
No. 

4,  St.  Andrew's  and 

St. John's Toronto 

8,  King  Solomon's.  .  .Toronto 

60,  Doric Newmarket 

62,  York Eglinton 

65,  St.  Paul's Toronto 

77,  Occident Toronto 

79,  Orient Toronto 


-R.  E.  Comp.  W.  J.  McCollum,  M.D 
Toronto. 


No. 

9i. 

135. 
138, 
145, 
163, 
185, 
•95, 


Antiquity Toronto 

Succoth Uxbridge 

Shekinah .  .  West  Toronto 
The  St.  Patrick. .  .Toronto 
The  Beaches  ....  Toronto 

Toronto Toronto 

Peel Brampton 


GEORGIAN    DISTRICT,    NO.    9 

Grand  Superintendent — R.  E.  Comp.  J.  F.  Zimmerman, 
Collingwood. 


No. 

27,  Manitou Collingwood 

34,  Signet Barrie 

56,  Georgian Owen  Sound 

70,  Grand  River.  ..Bracebridge 


No. 

86,  Macpherson Meaford 

131,  Amabel Wiarton 

167,  Kichikewana   .  .  .  .Midland 
198,  Couchiching Orillia 


ONTARIO    DISTRICT,     NO.     10 

Grand  Superintendent — R.  E.  Comp.  G.  N.  Peebles,  Colborne 


No. 

28,  Pentalpha Oshawa 

35,  Keystone ,. Whitby 

36,  Corinthian Peterboro' 

37,  Victoria Port  Hope 

45,  Excelsior Colborne 

48,  St.  John's Cobourg 


No. 

94,  Midland Lindsay 

1 10,  Warkworth  .  .  .Warkworth 
134,  King  Darius  .  .Cannington 
139,  St. Andrew's  .  .  .  .Havelock 

144,  Presqu'Isle Brighton 

168,  Ionic Campbellford 


PRINCE    EDWARD    DISTRICT,     NO.     II 

Grand  Superintendent — -R.  E.  Comp.  H.  H.  Alger,  M.D.,  Stirling 


No. 

7,  The  Moira Belleville 

26,  St.  Mark's Trenton 

3 1 ,  Prince  Edward Picton 


No. 

44,  Mount  Sinai Napanee 

72,  Keystone Stirling 

161,  Madoc Madoc 
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ST.    LAWRENCE    DISTRICT,     NO.     12 

Grand  Superintendent— R.E.Comp.  W.  H.  Waddell,  M.D., 
North  Augusta 


No. 
i,  Ancient  Frontenac  and 

Cataraqui Kingston 

22,  Grenville Prescott 

59,  Sussex Brockville 

68,  Maitland N.  Augusta 


No. 

ioo,  St. Lawrence.  ..  .Brockville 

1 1 2 ,  St .  John's Morrisburg 

113,  Covenant Cornwall 

132,  Leeds Gananoque 


OTTAWA    DISTRICT,    NO.     1 3 

Grand  Superintendent — R.  E.  Comp.  Alfred  L.  Conners, 
Smith's  Falls 


No. 

16,  Carleton Ottawa 

61,  Granite Almonte 

114,  Bonnechere Renfrew 

116,  Maple Carleton  PI. 


No. 

133,  St.  Francis...  Smith's  Falls 

143,  Glengarry Maxville 

148,  St.  John's. . .  Vankleek  Hill 
151,  Laurentian Pembroke 


ALGOMA    DISTRICT,    NO.     14 

Grand  Superintendent — R.E.  Comp.  Dr.  Nelson  Schnarr,  Kenora. 


No. 

149,  Atwood Rainy  River 

152,  Alberton Ft.  Frances 


No. 

82,  Shuniah Port  Arthur 

90,  Golden Kenora 

140,  Ft.  William ...  Ft.  William 

MANITOBA    E.    DISTRICT,    NO.    1 5 

Grand  Superintendent — R.E.  Comp.  G.  W.  Morden,  Winnipeg 


No. 

171,  Rabboni Dauphin 

187,  Connaught Winnipeg 


No 

52,  Pr.  Rupert Winnipeg 

99,  Keystone.  .Po'ge  la  Prairie 
136,  King  Edward Neepawa 

MANITOBA    W.    DISTRICT,    NO.     15a 

Grand  Superintendent — R.  E.  Comp.  T   M.  Ferguson,  Rivers. 

No.  I  No. 

10 1 ,  Corinthian Boissevain     1 56,  Avondale Hartney 

141,  Keystone Brandon  |  183,  Mount  Sinai Rivers 

BRITISH    COLUMBIA    DISTRICT,    NO.    l6 

Grand  Superintendent — R.  E.'Comp.  D.  H.  Morrison,  Pr.Rupert. 


No. 
98,  Vancouver. . .  .Vancouver 
124,  Westm'ster,  N.Westm'ter 

127,  Keystone Nanaimo 

142,  Cyrus Cumberland 


No. 

178,  Kaien Prince  Rupert 

182,  Camosun Victoria 

190,  Pacific Vancouver 

191,  N.Vancouver  N.Vancouver 


ALBERTA    N.    DISTRICT,    NO.     1 7 

Grand  Superintendent — R.  E.  Comp.  S.  F.  Patterson,  Edmonton 
No.  No. 


106,  Alberta Calgary 

118,  North  Star  . .  .Edmonton 

1 79,  Otuskwan Calgary 

196,  Keystone Red  Deer 


*97> 
i99> 
202, 


Capital  City    .  .  Edmonton 

Vermilion Vermilion 

Mount  Olivet Killam 
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ALBERTA    S.    DISTRICT,    NO.     17a 

Grand  Superintendent — R    E.  Comp.  H.  H.  Gould,  High  River 
No. 


126,  Assiniboia.  .Medicine Hat 

158,  Shekinah   Lethbridge 

159,  Golden  West, High  River 
1 76,  Bekah Macleod 


No. 

177,  Kether  ....  Pincher  Creek 

200,  Hillvue .  Hillcrest 

201,  Tau  Cross Claresholm 


KOOTENAY    DISTRICT,    NO.     18 

Grand  Superintendent — R.  E.  Comp.  T.  H.  Banfield,  Cranbrook 


No. 

120,  Kootenay Kaslo 

123,  Nelson Nelson 


No. 

125,  RockyMount'n.Cranbrook 

137,  Crow's  Nest Fernie 


YALE-COLUMBIA    DISTRICT,    NO.     1 8a 

Grand  Superintendent — R.  E   Comp.  E.  R.  Bailey,  Kelowna 


No. 

122,  Rossland Rossland 

128,  Revelstoke Revelstoke 


No. 

157,  Okanagan Vernon 

174,  Boundary.  .  ..Grand  Forks 


SASKATCHEWAN    N.    DISTRICT,    NO.    19a 

Grand  Superintendent — R.E.  Comp.  R.  Blackwood,  Saskatoon 


No. 

160,  Prince  Albert.  .  Pr.  Albert 
165,  Saskatoon Saskatoon 


No. 

181,  Battleford Battleford 

U.D.  King  George.  .  .  .Yorkton 


SASKATCHEWAN    W.    DISTRICT,    NO.     19b 

Grand  Superintendent — R.E. Comp.  J.  S.  T.  Green,  Swift  Current 


No. 

162,  Moosejaw Moosejaw 

173,  Weyburn Weyburn 


No. 

180,  Estevan Estevan 

186,  Unity Swift  Current 


SASKATCHEWAN    E.    DISTRICT,    NO.     19c 

Grand  Superintendent — R.  E.  Comp.  J.  Orville  Clarke,  Govan 


No. 

121,  Wascana Regina 

166,  Moose  Mountain.  ..  .Areola 

170,  Golden  Compass.-. Sintaluta 


No. 

192,  Trinity Melville 

193,  Govan Govan 

194,  Moosomin Moosomin 


NEW    ONTARIO    DISTRICT,    NO.  20 

Grand  Superintendent — R.  E.Comp.  R.  G.Campbell,  S.  Ste.  Marie 


No. 

58,   Pembroke Mattawa 

95,  Tuscan Sudbury 

102,  Alg-onquin.Sault  Ste. Marie 


No. 

103,   St.  John's North  Bay 

169,  Temiskaming.New  Liskeard 


UNATTACHED. 

Acting-Grand  Superintendent — V.  E.  Comp.  Dr.  A.  J.  Gillis, 
Dawson. 

No.  154,  Klondike Dawson,  Y.  T. 

R 
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GRAND  CHAPTER  OF  CANADA 


GRAND    REPRESENTATIVES 

AT  GRAND  CHAPTER  OF  CANADA 


Grand  Chapters. 

Name. 

Residence. 

William  Birrell 

T.  W.  Chappie 

Arthur  McGinnis 

Belleville 

Kingston . 

J.  M.  Shaw,  M.D 

Geo   F.  Shepley 

Florida 

Richard  Mahoney 

W.  N.  Ponton 

Guelph. 
Belleville 

Idaho 

W.  H.  G.  Garrioch 

None  

George  Waugh 

C.  W.  Postlethwaite 

J.  M.  Gibson 

Henry  T.  Smith 

Robert  Hendry,.  Jr 

Kingston. 

R.  G.  W.  Conolly 

Lindsay . 

Minnesota 

Oliver  Ellwood 

Mississippi 

E.  E.  Chipman 

Missouri 

Alex.  G.  Horwood 

Nevada 

W.  H.  Mowat 

New  Brunswick 

James  Woods,  M.D 

W.  S.  R.  Murch 

Sarnia 

Geo.  Hill 

Calgary 

New  York 

J.  Ross  Robertson 

Aubrey  White 

Wm.  G.  Bell 

Ohio 

Hugh    A.    MacKay 

Ed.  Worth 

Cobourg. 

Oregon 

Fred  W.  Harcourt 

Toronto . 

D.  F.  Macwatt 

Scotland 

J.  K    Kerr 

Toronto . 

H.  H.  Watson 

Vancouver. 

Texas 

E.  T.  Malone 

Toronto . 

Utah 

A.  S.  Gorrell,  M  D 

Vermont 

J.  B.  Nixon 

W.  G.  Reid 

Virginia 

A.  T.  Freed 

Woodstock. 

Wyoming    

J.  T.  Hollinshead 

Fort  William. 
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GRAND    REPRESENTATIVES 

FROM  GRAND  CHAPTER  OF  CANADA 


Grand  Chapters. 

Name. 

Residence 

Jeff  L.  Davis 

Roland  E.  Hartley 

Lawrence  N.  Greenleaf. . . . 
Geo.  N.  Delap 

Chas.  M.  Baird  .  . 

Wilmington 
Washington. 

Florida 

Cha*   F.  Filer 

J.  A.  Walton 

Wm.  R.  Hamilton,  M.D.  . . . 

Herman  Grossman 

Thos.  R.  Marshall 

Columbia  City 

Dublin. 

Harrv  F.  White 

Topeka. 
Mount  Sterling. 
Welsh. 

H.  R.  French 

John  W.  Armstrong 

Winfield  S.  Hinkley 

Richard  N.  Atwood 

Andrew  P.  Swanstrom  .... 

St.  Paul 

Kansas  City 

Frank  Bell 

St.  John. 

New  Hampshire 

Frank  R.  Marston 

Godfrey  Pittis 

A.  P   Gribben 

Farmington. 

Sydney 
Albany. 

Edward  B.  Cantine 

Robert   Fletcher 

Ohio 

Ralph  R.  Rickly 

Donald  McKay 

Pennsylvania 

Will  H.  Whyte 

P  0  Box  3207   Mont- 

Providence,            [real 

Chas.  Maule  Ramsay 

Wm.  W.  Wannamaker 

Orangeburg. 
Custer  City. 

South  Dakota 

Martin  Bell 

W.  A.  Scott..  . 

Utah 

Ogden. 

C.  W.  Whitcomb  .. 

Victoria 

E.  L.  Guey  . 

Norfolk 

Nathan  S.  Porter 

Olympia. 

Western    Australia 

Wheeling. 

A.  J.  Wallace 

Wyoming 

Geo.  C   Rafter 

Cheyenne. 

N.B — The   Grand   Chapters  of   Michigan,   Montana    and     NeA 
do  not  exohange  representatives 


Mexico 


276  GRAND   CHAPTER   OF   CANADA 

GRAND    SECRETARIES 


State 


Alabama 

Arizona 

Arkansas 

California 

Canada 

Colorado 

Connecticut 

Delaware 

District  of  Columbia 

England 

Florida 

Georgia 

Idaho  

Illinois 

Indiana 

Iowa 

Ireland 

Kansas 

Kentucky 

Louisiana 

Maine 

Maryland 

Massachusetts 

Michigan 

Minnesota 

Mississippi 

Missouri 

Montana 

Nebraska 

Nevada 

New  Brunswick 

New  Hampshire 

New  Jersey 

New  Mexico 

New  South  Wales. 

New  Zealand 

New  York 

North  Carolina 

North  Dakota 

Nova  Scotia 

Ohio 

Oklahoma 

Oregon 

Pennsylvania 

Quebec 

Rhode  Island 

Scotland 

South  Carolina 

South  Dakota 

Tennessee 

Texas 

Utah 

Vermont 

Victoria 

Virginia 

Washington 

Western  Australia 

West  Virginia 

Wisconsin 

Wyoming 

Gen.  Grand  Chapter,  U.S 


George  A.  Beauchamp. , 

George  J.  Roskruge 

John  C.  Bone    

William  A.  Davies 

George  J.  Bennett 

Charles  H.  Jacobson. .. 

James  McCormick 

James  H.  Price , 

Arvine  W.  Johnston 

Sir  Ed.  Letchworth  .  .  . 

Wilber  P.  Webster 

William  A.  Wolihin... 

Lewis  W.  Ensign 

Geo.  W.  Warvelle 

Calvin  W.  Prather 

W.  F.  Cleveland 

Hy.  E.  Flavelle 

Albert  K.  Wilson 

Howard  R.  French. 

Richard  Lambert 

Stephen  Berry 

John  H.  Miller 

J.  Gilman  Waite 

Charles  A.  Conover 

John  Fishel 

Frederic  Gordon  Speed 
Robert  F.  Stevenson .  . 
Cornelius  Hedges,  Jr.  . 

Francis  E.  White 

Edward  D.  Vanderlieth 

J.  Twining  Hartt 

Harry  M.  Cheney 

Peter  McGill 

Alpheus  A.  Keen 

Alf.  J.  Burbidge 

Herbert  J.  Williams. .  . 

Chas.  C.  Hunt 

John  B.  Griggs 

Walter  L.  Stockwell... 

S.  J.  Waddell 

Edwin  Hagenbuch. .  .  . 
Leo  Edmond  Bennett.  . 

James  F.  Robinson 

Stockton  Bates 

Will.  H.  Whyte 

William  R.  Greene. . .  . 

Alfred  A.  Murray 

O.  Frank  Hart 

George  A.  Pettigrew  . . 

John  B.  Garrett 

T.  M.  Bartley 

Walter  Daniels 

Henry  H.  Ross 

G.  L.  Marquand 

James  B.  Blanks 

Yancey  C.  Blalock. . .  . 
John  C.  Strickland. .  .  . 

David  K.  Reed 

William  W.  Perry 

Adrian  J.  Parshall  .... 
Charles  A.  Conover 


Residence. 


Montgomery 

Tucson. 

Batesville. 

San  Francisco 

Toronto,  Ont. 

Denver. 

Hartford. 

Wilmington. 

Washington.    W.C 

F.M.H.,  London 

Jacksonville. 

Macon. 

Boise 

Chicago. 

Indianapolis 

Harlan 

F.M.H.,  Dublin 

Topeka. 

Mt.  Sterling. 

New  Orleans. 

Portland 

Baltimore. 

Boston. 

Coldwater. 

St.  Paul. 

Vicksburg. 

St.  Louis. 

Helena. 

Omaha. 

Carson  City. 

St.  John. 

Concord 

Bound  Brook. 

Albuquerque 

F.M.H.,  Sydney. 

F.M.H., Wellington 

New  York. 

Elizabeth  City. 

Fargo. 

Truro . 

Urbana. 

Muskogee. 

Portland. 

Philadelphia. 

Box  S207,  Montreal 

Providence. 

Edinburgh. 

Columbia. 

Sioux  Falls. 

Nashville. 

Tahoka. 

Salt  Lake  City. 

Burlington. 

F.M.H.,  Melbourne 

Petersburg. 

Walla  Walla. 

Perth 

Clarksburg. 

Milwaukee. 

Cheyenne 

Coldwater,  Mich. 
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FOREIGN    CORRESPONDENCE 
CHAIRMEN 


Jurisdiction. 

Name 

Address. 

Montgomery. 

Prescott. 

Ernest  LeN    Foster 

Denver. 

Virginius  V.  Harrison 

Wilmington 

Washington. 

None 

Wilber  P.  Webster 

Chas.  L.  Bass . 

Florida 

Jacksonville. 

Atlanta. 

Idaho                     

Boise. 

George  W.  Warvelle 

Robt.  A.  Woods 

Chicago. 

William  F.  Cleveland 

Harlan. 

Matthew  M.  Miller 

G.  Allison  Holland ■ 

Rev.  Herman  C.  Duncan. . . 

Topeka. 

Rev.  Henry  Branch,  D.D. .  .  . 

Frederick  T.  Comee 

Charles  A.  Conover 

Hastings 

Oliver  L.  McKav 

Rev.  John  H.  Miller 

Kansas  City. 

Edward  D.  Vanderlieth  .  . 

None 

Rev.    Dr.  Seward 

Burlington 

James  H.  Wroth 

New  South  Wales 

S.  J.  Waddell 

Truro. 

Ohio 

H.  B.  Thielson 

W.  B.  Meredith 

Philadelphia 
Quebec. 

E.  T.  D.  Chambers 

South  Carolina 

None 

J.  L.  Michie 

Darlington 

J.  H.  McClister 

John  L.  Terrell 

Dallas 

Utah 

Walla  Walla 

David  K.  Reed 

Wyoming . 

Adrian  J.  Parshall 

Cheyenne. 
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REPORT  ON 

FOREIGN   CORRESPONDENCE 


Companions: 

Under  a  handicap  we  again  essay  the  duty  of  review- 
ing in  our  own  imperfect  way  the  proceedings  of  the 
Grand  Chapters  as  they  have  come  to  our  desk.  A  year 
ago  we  hinted  that,  in  the  matter  of  health,  conditions  were 
not  as  they  should  be  for  the  strain  involved,  but  sympa- 
thetic Companions  at  home  and  abroad  have  aided  by 
kind  words  to  induce  us  to  buckle  on  the  armour  once 
more  and  encounter  the  difficult,  though  otherwise  pleas- 
ant, task. 

With  many  of  our  reportorial  confreres,  some,  alas, 
gone  from  us,  we  have  been  congratulating  the  Capitular 
fraternity  on  its  immunity  from  anything  approaching  dis- 
sension, domestic  or  otherwise,  and  with  the  dawn  of  the 
current  year  the  probabilities  indicated  a  continuance  of 
fair  skies  and  lasting  sunshine,  and  nothing  was  farther 
from  our  thought  that  that  our  own  hitherto  contented 
bailiwick  should  furnish  the  topic  that  was  to  occasion  the 
ripple  portending  a  disturbance  on  the  usually  placid  sea. 

The  overweening  ambition  of  a  European  monarch, 
fostered  by  the  evil  counsel  of  equally  aspiring  mentors, 
brought  about  action  that,  to  the  amazement  of  the  world, 
plunged  many  countries  of  that  continent  into  a  conflict 
so  appalling  that  not,  perhaps,  until  long  after  its  con- 
clusion will  the  universe  begin  to  realize  its  horrible  enor- 
mity. This  was  brought  about  by  a  deliberate  sacrifice  of 
pledged  honour  and  the  violation  of  solemn  treaties,  all  of 
which  counted  but  as  a  "  scrap  of  paper  "  when  placed 
beside  the  desire  for  earthly  dominance. 

Even  as  that  monarch  recked  naught  of  consequences, 
so,  in  a  more  lowly  sphere,  did  certain  ill-advised  Com- 
panions of  a  section  of  this  jurisdiction  become  obsessed 
of  an  unworthy  desire  to  achieve  a  petty  greatness  and 
power  at  the  expense  of  their  solemnly  sworn-to  fealty 
and  with  no  regard  whatever  for  the  individual  obligation 
binding  them  to  obedience  to  their  Grand  Chapter's  laws 
and  ordinances.  To  discuss  the  advisability  of  securing 
independence  on  legitimate  lines  was  undoubtedly  their 
right,  but  to  organize  into  and  declare  themselves  a  Grand 
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Chapter  without  a  word  of  appeal  to  their  mother  Grand 
Chapter  for  sanction,  was  an  action  that  none  but  the 
most  prejudiced  would  acclaim  as  righteous. 

Yet,  sad  to  relate,  there  are  Correspondents,  a  small 
minority,  thank  goodness,  who  unblushingly  aver  that  such 
conduct  has  the  sanction  of  American  practice.  If  they 
are  sincere,  then  American  practice  puts  a  premium  on 
procedure  that  the  honest  Mason  would  characterize  as 
rank  rebellion.  At  any  rate,  no  careful  student  of 
Masonic  history  could  lend  himself  to  subscribe  to  or 
endorse  any  such  extraordinary  pronouncement.  More- 
over, to  prematurely  declare  their  sentiments  in  this  re- 
gard was  hardly  consistent  with  the  fraternal  courtesy 
they  occasionally  advocate  with  such  apparent  sincerity. 
That  we  may  exchange  a  word  or  two  with  these  Com- 
panions as  we  move  along,  is  probable. 


Alabama 

Chapters  .  .  66.  Members  .  .  3,943. 

It  was  the  Eighty-seventh  of  Alabama's  gatherings  of 
the  Companions  who  for  so  long  have  striven  with  well- 
merited  success  to  keep  the  Royal  Arch  standard  elevated 
under  the  sunny  skies  of  this  happy  jurisdiction.  The 
Grand  High  Priest,  M.  E.  Comp.  John  B  Lyons,  made 
the  calculation  so  that  his  successor  might  not  stumble 
into  error  when  it  became  his  turn  to  count  the  years 
since  first  a  Grand  High  Priest  addressed  the  Companions 
following  Grand  Chapter's  birth.  The  retrospect  was 
pleasing,  for  the  infant  that  thrived  under  watchful  care 
has  left  a  record  of  a  useful  maturity  and  looks  forward 
in  a  brisk  old  age  with  confident  hope  to  continuing  a 
usefulness  that  promises  well  for  a  glorious  longevity. 

On  this  first  of  December  in  the  year  of  grace  191 3 
Alabama's  Grand  Chapter,  spite  of  wind,  weather  and 
other  mundane  unpleasantnesses,  had  much  to  be  thankful 
for,  said  the  Grand  High  Priest,  whose  admission  that 
he  had  made  no  official  visits  would  imply  that  he  was 
contributory  to  the  blessings  provided.  With  a  delicacy, 
singularly  rare,  he  attributed  his  elevation  to  "  faithful 
services  "  in  the  ranks  long  before  he  attained  his  first 
step  in  the  line  of  promotion.     His  achievement  of  the 


APPENDIX  v 

cope-stone  in  the  official  climb  was  due  more  to  his  Com- 
panions' retentive  memories  of  early  work  and  their 
cherished  determination  to  see  that  fitting  reward  for 
these  efforts  of  the  past  should  be  his,  rather  than  to  any 
proud  results  of  later  date.  He  was  willing  to  submit,  in 
his  support  of  the  declaration,  the  solemn  attestation  of 
the  Grand  Secretary,  who  as  an  indefatigable  worker 
himself  was  qualifying  for  a  guerdon  imperishable. 

He  feelingly  directed  thought  to  the  recent  passing 
away  of  a  well-loved  Companion,  M.  E.  William  Wallace 
Screws,  Grand  High  Priest  1885-6.  The  deceased  Com- 
panion was  a  prominent  lawyer  and  journalist. 

Officially  the  G.  H.  P.  accomplished  a  number  of 
things,  incidentally  making  a  characteristically  successful 
appeal  on  behalf  of  the  Widows  and  Orphans'  Home. 

The  General  Grand  High  Priest  wired  him  from 
Kentucky  a  reminder  that  the  sufferers  by  the  flood 
needed  assistance  and  Alabama's  check  would  be  a  timely 
aid.  He  replied  that  Alabama  had  had  its  share  of  the 
visitation  and  that  the  available  Masonic  funds  were  all 
needed  at  home. 

Encouraging  reports  were  presented  from  the  treas- 
ury and  secretarial  departments,  and  the  committee  to 
which  was  referred  the  G.  H.  P.'s  address  congratulated 
that  officer  on  his  remarks  in  general,  but  in  the  matter 
of  approving  by-laws  of  a  Chapter  he  was  encroaching 
on  territory  that  belonged  to  a  committee  that  possessed 
a  prior  claim 

Grand  Chapter  approved  the  recommendation  of  a 
special  committee  appointed  to  deal  with  the  regulating 
of  inspecting  officers'  visits  to  subordinate  Chapters  and 
the  reporting  on  same  to  the  Grand  High  Priest. 

The  Committee  on  Chartered  Chapters  which  exam- 
ined the  returns  sent  in,  noted  the  disposition  of  many  of 
the  Scribes  to  record  names  in  the  fashion  suggested  by 
their  own  individual  taste.  The  trouble  occasioned  by 
writing  in  full  the  given  names  of  the  newly  admitted, 
appears  to  be  as  much  a  weariness  in  Alabama  as  else- 
where The  secretarial  serf  heaves  a  mighty  sigh  of 
satisfaction  when  he  can  satisfy  his  economical  soul  by 
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substituting   the    initials    "  G.    O."    for    the   more   time- 
absorbing  "  Gustavus  Orlando.''  . 

A  motion  to  amend  the  Constitution  by  changing  the 
minimum  fee  for  the  degrees  from  thirty  dollars  to 
twenty,  received  an  adverse  vote. 

The  object  of  the  George  Washington  Masonic 
National  Memorial  Association  received  the  approval  of 
Grand  Chapter,  and  membership  in  same  was  unani- 
mously approved. 

The  veteran  Companion  William  Y.  Titcomb,  who 
some  sixteen  years  ago  took  up  the  pen  laid  down  by  the 
departed  Companion  Pillans,  furnished  his  final  annual 
review  of  the  Grand  Chapters,  and  in  less  than  a  month 
later  he  too  submitted  to  the  inevitable  mandate.  The 
concluding  words  of  his  report  were : 

"  Over  the  deficiencies  of  this  Report  our  Companions  are 
asked  to  spread  the  'broad  mantle.'  Tf  the  Great  I  Am  spares 
us  to  write  another  review,  we  will  try  to  do  better." 

"  Wiujam  Yates  Titcomb." 

Though  bearing  considerably  over  the  allotted  num- 
ber, the  passing  years  were,  to  Companion  Titcomb, 
periods  of  happy  work  and  joyous  hope.  His  labors,  as 
reviewer  for  Grand  Lodge  as  well  as  Grand  Chapter, 
were  invariably  conducted  in  an  atmosphere  of  content. 
He  was  unfailingly  courteous,  and  where  he  was  com- 
pelled to  be  critical  or  defend  a  position  he  never  failed 
to  recall  that  his  argument  was  being  directed  at  a  brother 
and  his  shaft  points  were  either  blunted  or  softly  cush- 
ioned to  avoid  possible  after-effects.  Peace  to  his  ashes. 
A  gentleman  and  valued  Companion  has  quietly  gone 
from  among  us. 

Albert  E.  Pace,  Dothan,  Grand  High  Priest. 

Geo.  A.  Beauchamp,  Montgomery,  Grand  Secretary. 

Arizona 

Chapters  .  .  8.  Members  .  .  733. 

The  gathering  of  Arizona's  Royal  Arch  legislators  on 
the  nth  February,  1914,  in  the  City  of  Phoenix,  and  it 
was  one  to  be  proud  of,  represented  the  Twenty-fourth 
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Annual  Convocation  of  delegates  from  the  few  Chapters 
embraced  in  this  Grand  jurisdiction.  The  officers  were 
all  there,  and  no  less  than  ten  Past  Grand  High  Priests 
were  present  to  aid  them  with  their  experience  and  advice. 
M.  E.  Comp.  Ormsby,  bearing  Canada's  credentials,  was, 
as  usual,  among  the  Representatives  from  sister  Grand 
Chapters,  and  all  the  subordinate  Chapters  figured  well 
in  the  roll  call. 

The  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  Comp.  Harry  Houston 
Hughart,  expressed  cordial  welcome  to  the  assembled 
Companions  and  to  those  who  were,  during  the  year, 
included  in  the  "  Grim  Reaper's "  harvest  he  devoted 
some  early  passages  of  his  address. 

To  the  appeal  from  Kentucky  for  aid  in  behalf  of  the 
flood  sufferers  he  responded  by  writing  to  the  several 
Chapters,  with  the  result  that  one  hundred  dollars  were 
contributed  and  gratefully  acknowledged. 

His  official  worries  were  happily  not  exacting,  but 
professional  duties  interfered  with  his  good  intentions  in 
the  visiting  line,  two  Chapters  besides  his  own  being 
honored  with  the  presence  of  the  Grand  High  Priest,  and 
the  fact  that  he  was  not  bothered  with  knotty  questions 
furnished  assurance  that  the  Chapters  under  his  rule  were 
"  well  posted  in  Capitular  law." 

Grand  Secretary  Roskruge  in  his  report  presented  a 
bouquet  to  the  Chapter  Scribes  for  punctuality  and  neat- 
ness with  their  returns. 

The  eight  active  Chapters  contributed  a  gain  of  twenty 
to  the  total  membership. 

The  Foreign  Correspondence  Committee  reported 
lack  of  employment,  and  also  because  of  "  funds  "  being 
in  a  low  condition,  regret  was  expressed  that  a  review  of 
the  Proceedings  of  sister  bodies  was  a  pleasurable  duty 
denied  the  Committee. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  that  the  Grand 
Secretary  be  instructed  to  correspond  with   the  George 
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Washing-ton  National  Masonic  Memorial  Association  and 
subscribe  for  one  membership  for  Arizona's  Grand  Chap- 
ter the  sum  of  $100.00. 

On  motion,  it  was  voted  that  the  Grand  Lecturer 
render  a  report  at  the  next  Annual  Convocation  of  the 
Grand  Chapter  on  the  matter  of  uniformity. 

The  officers  were  elected  and  installed,  the  outgoing 
Grand  High  Priest  presented  with  a  commemorative  jewel 
and  the  Grand  Chapter  closed  to  meet  next  year  in 
Prescott. 

George  A.  Bridge,  Bisbee,  Grand  High  Priest. 
Geo.  J.  Roskruge,  Tucson,  Grand  Secretary. 

Arkansas 

Chapters  . .  85.  Members  .  .  4,279. 

Grand  High  Priest  Robert  Liddell  opined  that  the 
increased  attendance  at  Grand  Chapter  Convocation 
demonstrated1  a  clear  growth  of  interest  in  Capitular 
Masonry  notwithstanding  that  the  membership  had  not 
exhibited  any  remarkable  advance.  It  was  in  such  or 
similar  words  that  he  greeted  the  Companions  assembled 
at  Little  Rock  on  November  20th,  191 3,  for  the  Sixty- 
fourth  Annual  Convocation.  Returns  from  the  Chapters 
and  from  information  received,  led  him  to  the  conclusion 
that  the  Royal  Craft  was  "  in  fair  condition',"  spite  of 
the  fact  that  "  a  few  Chapters  are  dormant  and  several 
others  are  doing  but  little." 

The  prevailing  harmony  was  rudely  broken  by  one  of 
the  Chapters, 

"  in  which  the  High  Priest  has  been  for  years  presiding,  and  for 
some  time  transacting  business  in  an  arbitrary  and  unlawful 
manner,  to  the  displeasure  of  the  law-abiding  members.  Not 
only  so,  but  has  been  in  contempt  of  this  Grand  Chapter  by 
persisting  in  open  violation  of  Section  21  of  the  Digest  of  the 
Edicts  of  this  Grand  Chapter,  after  being  officiallv  advised  of 
the  same  by  your  Grand  High  Priest,  by  letters  written  to  his 
members,  in  answer  to  their  complaints." 
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All  of  which  he  submitted  to  Grand  Chapter  to  be 
dealt  with.  That  wise  body  later  urged  an  investigation 
and  a  report  the  following  year. 

A  certain  European  ruler  by  a  pernicious  example 
has  apparently  much  to  answer  for. 

The  deaths  of  M.  E.  Companion  John  M.  Oathout, 
Past  Grand  Lecturer  and  his  predecessor  in  the  chief 
office,  and  R.  E.  Companion  C.  L.  Brown,  Deputy  Grand 
High  Priest,  the  prospective  ruler,  drew  from  the  Grand 
High  Priest  timely  sympathetic  and  appropriate  remarks. 
The  deceased  Companions  he  stated  were  devoted 
Masons. 

Obedient  to  Grand  Chapter's  behest  to  seize  the  char- 
ter and  property  of  No.  4,  and  observing  a  disposition  on 
the  part  of  the  former  members  to  meet  their  liabilities,  he 
suspended  action  for  a  period,  but  the  germ  of  good 
intention  failed  to  take  root  and  the  order  was  finally 
carried  out. 

A  Chapter  was  reported'  as  invariably  closing  with 
the  brief  and  convenient  "  calling  off  "  form  of  ceremony. 
It  also  elected  officers  with  an  attendance  of  seven  Com- 
panions only.  Both  he  declared  illegal  and  voided  the 
election, 

He  was  also  asked  to  what  extent  could  the  presiding 
officer  of  a  Chapter  go  "  to  prevent  or  stop  foolishness  or 
frivolity  during  the  conferring  of  degrees. " 

To  this  remarkable  query  he  replied: 

"  If  necessary,  he  may  and  should  exercise  all  the  authority 
with  which  he,  as  a  presiding  officer  of  a  Masonic  body,  is 
invested  by  parliamentary  and  Masonic  law  and  usage,  which 
every  Mason  should  respect  and  be  governed  bv,  and  failing  or 
refusing  to  do  so,  he  is  subject  to  discipline." 

Grand  Secretary  Bone,  like  others,  was  compelled  to 
call  attention  to  the  intolerable  inconvenience  caused  by 
lazy  or  procrastinating  Chapter  secretaries.  Much  less 
than  half  of  these  officers  had  their  returns  in  by  the 
stipulated  time.  He  directed  attention  to  the  penalties 
made  and  provided  but,  apparently,  seldom  applied. 
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The  Committee  to  which  was  referred  the  resolution 
proposing  to  procure  a  jewel  for  each  Past  Grand  High 
Priest  reported  that  its  three  members  had  duly  con- 
sidered the  same  and 

"  in  view  of  the  fact  that  we  are  Past  Grand  High  Priests,  and 
each  would  be  the  recipient  of  a  jewel,  we  return  the  resolution 
without  recommendation." 

Now  the  wonder,  to  this  reviewer,  is  that  the  modest 
trio  should  have  accepted  the  resolution  for  consideration 
at  all.  It  would  have  been  less  burdensome  to  have  had 
the  matter  conned  over  by  Companions  who  were  not 
'handicapped  by  the  dignity  that  naturally  enough  gave 
birth  to  scrupulous  hesitation,  bound  to  bring  the  con- 
scientious blush  to  the  guileless  cheek. 

A  resolution  to  the  effect  that  an  annual  visit  to  each 
subordinate  Chapter  by  the  Grand  High  Priest  would  be 
in  the  best  interests  of  the  Craft  was  mildly  given  the 
cold  douche  by  the  wise  men  of  the  Jurisprudence  Com- 
mittee. 

A  proposition  to  increase  the  per  capita  (fifty  cents) 
to  seventy-five  cents,  the  additional  twenty-five  to  be 
devoted  to  the  Masonic  Orphans'  Home,  was  laid  over 
for  a  year. 

One  of  the  Chapters,  by  letter,  asked  the  remission  of 
the  dues  for  the  year  191 1.  The  High  Priest  of  said 
Chapter,  being  present,  stated  that  since  the  letter  was 
written  the  Chapter  had  been  doing  considerable  work 
and  was  now  able  to  pay  all  back  dues,  and  asked  that  the 
matter  be  not  considered.     Nor  was  it. 

Companion  Gordon  Huffmaster  submitted  his  second 
review  of  the  Grand  Chapters,  and  prefacing  it  he  thus 
talks  to  his  Arkansas  Companions : 

"If,  in  having  these  reports  prepared  and  nublished,  your 
only  aim  and  object  is  to  follow  the  lead  of  other  jurisdictions, 
and  that  the  only  reward  for  your  committee's  labor  shall  be  the 
small  annual  allowance,  then,  in  the  judgment  of  your  committee, 
in  their  preparation,  the  time  is  not  profitably  spent  nor  the  labor 
well  expended." 
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He  then  proceeds  to  furnish  a  most  readable  conden- 
sation- of  the  many  compilations  furnished  him,  among 
which  Canada  for  1913  is  not  overlooked  by  any  means. 
He  too  observes,  with  commendation,  the  good  work  per- 
formed by  the  Grand  Superintendents. 

William  R.  Chesnut,  Salem,  Grand  High  Priest. 
John  C.  Bone,  Batesville,  Grand  Secretary. 

California 

Chapters  ..   103.  Members  ..   13,118. 

The  admirably  arranged  and  artistically  printed  vol- 
ume from  the  Golden  Gate  is  ailways  a  welcome  arrival. 
It  invariably  heralds  the  tidings  of  continued  advance  and 
is  thus  a  source  of  satisfaction  and  encouragement.  The 
steel  engraved  portrait  of  William  Whittmgham  Lyman, 
Grand  High  Priest,  which  prefaces  the  journal  of  Pro- 
ceedings, is  a  reflex  of  the  quality  of  California's  Grand 
Chapter,  and  as  the  artist  has  faithfully  reproduced  the 
lineaments  of  one 

'*  Complete  in  feature  and  in  mind, 
With  all  good  grace  to  grace  a  gentleman,'* 

one  may  be  pardoned  for  venturing  the  assertion  that  at 
this  Sixtieth  Annual  Convocation  the  array  of  officers,  all 
present  but  one,  fourteen  Past  Grand  High  Priests, 
twenty-nine  of  the  ambassadorial  corps,  the  ninety  and 
nine  Chapters  represented  by  their  accredited  delegates, 
and  one  hundred  and  twenty-seven  Past  High  Priests, 
graciously  emulated  their  comely  ruler  who,  with  appro- 
priate and  impressive  accompaniment,  on  the  morning  of 
April  2 1  sit,  1914,  opened  Grand  Chapter  in  Ample  Form, 
and  after  due  honors  were  accorded  the  Grand  Represen- 
tatives and  also  the  survivors  of  the  earthquake  and  fire 
of  a  few  years  ago,  addressed  the  Companions  in  con- 
gratulatory terms. 

Three  new  Chapters  had  been  constituted,  dispensa- 
tions were  issued  for  two  more,  and  the  net  gain  in  mem- 
bership for  the  year  was  over  four  hundred. 

The  story  of  his  visitations,  which  were  many,  proved 
him  a  worthy  selection  for  exalted  office.    Severe  weather 
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and  untoward  circumstances  interfered  occasionally  to 
bring  disappointment  in  the  wake  of  his  good  intentions, 
but  he  achieved  much  good  and  his  record  was  appre- 
ciated by  the  Companions.  Incidentally  he  gave  credit 
where  it  was  due,  making  special  mention  of  the  valuable 
labors  of  the  Grand  Lecturer,  whose  compensation  was, 
he  said,  wholly  inadequate  to  the  work  performed. 

Grand  Secretary  Davies  reported  having  notified  each 
Chapter  of  the  Section  in  the  revised  Constitution,  which 
fixed  the  minimum  dues  for  each  member  at  three  dollars 
per  annum,  and  to  each  High  Priest  and  secretary  was 
sent  a  copy  of  the  book  as  soo>n  as  printed. 

He  feelingly  referred  to  the  passing  of  Past  Grand 
Chaplain  Edwin  Allen  Sherman,  who  died  at  Oakland 
in  the  previous  March  at  the  ripe  age  of  85. 

He  paid  a  deserved  tribute  to  the  Chapter  secre- 
taries. It  makes  one  gasp  with  astonishment  and  prompts 
the  query,  How  is  it  done? 

"  Our  service  with  this  Grand  Body  covers  a  period  of 
fourteen  years,  and  we  have  yet  to  report  the  delinquency  of  a 
single  Chapter  in  making  its  annual  returns." 

Grand  Lecturer  Ascroft's  report  was  a  revelation  of 
assiduous  and  conscientious  work.  Several  of  his  instal- 
lation's were  witnessed  by  large  gatherings  of  the  Com- 
panions "  and  their  ladies,"  and  he  also  held  a  school  of 
instruction  one  Sunday. 

Touching  this  report,  the  Committee's  comment  on 
it  was : 

"As  usual,  it  is  most  thorough  and  complete  in  every  detail, 
and  we  readily  give  to  it  our  entire  approbation.  We  find  no 
reason  for  changing  our  opinion  expressed  two  years  ago,  viz. : 
'  That  we  have  the  best  and  most  able  Grand  Lecturer  in  the 
entire  Grand  Jurisdiction.'  " 

A  resolution  to  the  effect  that  the  Grand  Lecturer's 
salary  of  $1,200  per  annum  be  doubled  was  referred  to 
the  Finance  Committee,  which  reported  adversely  only 
on  the  ground  of  economy  "  considering  the  resources  of 
Grand  Chapter."  A  comparison  of  "  duties  "  with  those 
of  a  similar  office  in  Grand  Lodge  was  submitted.     Re- 
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ferring  to  the  coming  year  and  its  expected  important 
events,  the  Committee  warned  Grand  Chapter  that  to 
meet  the  extraordinary  expenses  incidental  to  the  Tri- 
ennial gathering  and  other  known  causes  for  outlay,  a 
further  levy  of  65  cents  per  capita  was  found  necessary 
and  some  of  the  subordinate  Chapters  were  feeling  the 
tax  burdensome.  The  Committee  echoed  and  endorsed 
all  that  had  been  said  in  favor  of  the  Grand  Lecturer,  but 
its  members  were  agreed  that  Grand  Chapter  should  be 
just  before  it  was  generous. 

The  motion  to  adopt  the  Committee's  report  was  lost 
and  the  original  resolution,  amended  slightly,  was  adopted. 

The  additional  per  capita  tax  to  be  levied  for  the  year 
was  then,  by  resolution,  advanced  from  65  cents  to  75 
cents. 

A  proposed  amendment  to  make  all  Royal  Arch 
Masons  holding  Chapter  membership  for  50  years,  mem- 
bers of  Grand  Chapter  was  rejected. 

The  Committee  on  Ways  and  Means  relative  to  the 
Panama- Pacific  Exposition  and  the  General  Grand  Chap- 
ter Triennial  in  1915,  reported  that  after  careful  consid- 
eration of  the  situation  no  less  a  sum  would  be  appro- 
priate than  eight  thousand  dollars.  This  report  was  con- 
curred in  and  furnishes  the  reason  for  the  additional  tax 
of  75  cents  on  the  membership  for  the  year. 

Grand  Secretary  Wm.  A.  Davies,  notwithstanding  his 
weight  of  years,  again  furnishes  a  most  acceptable  and 
interesting  report  on  Foreign  Correspondence,  in  which 
Canada,  19 13,  is  fraternally  dealt  with.  The  duty  in 
Companion  Davies'  competent  hands  is  neither  scamped 
nor  rushed.  With  studious  care  every  item  of  value  to 
his  Companions  is  examined  and  utilized,  the  completed 
work  being  worthy  of  the  veteran  compiler's  best  efforts. 
May  he  long  retain  the  vigor  that  characterizes  his 
earnest  labors. 

Thos.  Ochtreigh  Hendenfeldt,  Redwood  City,  Grand 
I  ligh  Priest. 

William  A.  Davies,  San  Francisco,  Grand  Secretary. 
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Colorado 

Chapters  .  .  46.  Members  .  .  5,327. 

At  the  budding  age  of  seven,  his  -biographer  tells  us,  a 
little  Iowan  from  Muscatine,  accompanied  by  his  parents, 
moved  to  the  vicinity  of  Marshalltown  in  the  same 
State,  where  his  father  took  up  farming  and  the  boy 
assisted,  in  the  intervals,  by  acquiring  the  basis  of  a  sound 
education.  "'The  child's  name  was  Anthony,"  and  while 
he  upheld  that  name  in  his  progress  at  school,  his  agri- 
cultural pursuits  proved  too  strenuous  for  his  frame  and 
he  followed  an  inclination,  prompted  by  study,  and  turned 
to-  mechanics.  In-  later  years  he  had  another  spell  at 
farming,  but  again  deserted  the  ploughshare  for  the 
lathe,  and  in  Pueblo,  in  his  adopted  State,  became  the 
mechanical  engineer  of  a  great  foundry  and  machine  firm. 
Eighteen  years  ago  Anthony  Riesenecker  allied  himself 
with  Masonry  and,  being  as  zealous  in  the  Craft  as  in 
his  chosen  profession,  he  was  not  overlooked  when  office 
sought  the  man,  both  Lodge  and  Chapter  honoring  him 
in  due  time. 

This  worthy  Companion  the  Grand  Chapter  selected 
a  year  ago  as  their  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest,  and  it  fell 
to1  his  lot,  owing  to  the  unavoidable  absence  of  the  chief 
ruler,  to  preside  over  the  Fortieth  Annual  Convoca- 
tion, held  in  Denver's  Masonic  Temple  on  the  17th  Sep- 
tember, 19 1 4,  and  which  the  chronicler  relates  was  opened 
in  Ample  Form. 

Forty-four  of  the  Chapters  on  the  roll  were  repre- 
sented and  the  dais  was  graced  by  the  attendance  of 
fourteen  Past  Grand  High  Priests,  while  no  less  than 
thirty-one  representatives  of  other  Grand  Chapters  were 
welcomed  and  saluted.  M.  E.  Companion  Frank  L. 
Bishop,  West  Virginia's  ambassador,  voiced  the  senti- 
ments of  his  colleagues  in  an  eloquent  response. 

An  impressivve  and  beautiful  custom  peculiar  to 
Colorado  is  the  calling  of  the  roll  of  departed  Past  Grand 
High  Priests,  the  Grand  High  Priest  from  his  station 
responding  as  each  name  is  called. 
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The  address  of  the  absent  Grand  High  Priest,  M.  E. 
Companion  Harry  Hendrie,  was  read  by  the  Deputy,  and 
at  the  outset  he  explained  that  a  break  in  health  and  the 
necessity  for  a  change  of  climate  occasioned  his  enforced 
absence  from  the  State.  He  expressed  deep  regret  at  the 
death  of  Companion  George  E.  Simonton,  Grand'  Master 
of  the  Second  Veil,  in  the  previous  June.  Deceased  had 
been  a  personal  friend,  members  of  the  same  Lodge. 

Prior  to  the  departure  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  for 
another  State  he  recorded  a  number  of  official  acts  before 
handing  over  the  cares  of  office  to  his  Deputy,  one  of 
which  was  to  emphatically  decline  the  rather  frigid  re- 
quest of  a  Chapter  High  Priest  who  asked  vainly  for 
"permission  to  allow  him  to  get  the  verbal  consent  of  one 
or  more  members  of  said  Chapter  to  accept  a  petition 
which  had  been  approved  at  a  Convocation  when  only 
eight  were  present."  Needless  to  add,  the  transactions 
of  said  Convocation  were  promptly  voided. 

Visitations  to  Chapters  assigned  to  Grand  Officers 
were  reported  on  by  each,  and  all  were  interesting.  One 
of  the  officers  told  of  witnessing  a  well-presented  exalta- 
tion, which  was  followed  by  "  a  delightful  half-hour 
spent  listening  to  addresses  by  Companion  Jacobson  and 
your  representative." 

Grand  Secretary  Jacobson  reported  that  the  Annual 
returns  had  been  all  sent  in  and  with  the  incidental  dues. 
No  wonder  he  is  able  to  visit  and  "delight  "  the  Com- 
panions.   One  good  turn  deserves  another. 


The  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest  received  from  one  of 
the  Chapters  a  query  which  in  effect  was,  can  a  candi- 
date's advancement  be  stopped  after  he  has  received  one 
or  more  of  the  degrees? 

In  the  absence  of  his  own  Chapter  code,  he  looked  up 
the  General  Grand  Proceedings  and  discovered  among 
the  dicta  of  a  former  General  Grand  High  Priest  the 
following: 
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"After  one  or  more  degrees  of  the  Chapter  have  been  con- 
ferred upon  a  Brother,  who  has  been  duly  elected  to  receive  all 
the  degrees,  a  mere  objection  does  not  operate  to  prevent  his 
advancement,  but  he  is  entitled  to  receive  the  remaining  degrees, 
unless  upon  due  trial  he  is  convicted  of  a  Masonic  offence,  and 
is  thereby  deprived  of  such  right." 

This  came  under  the  critical  vision  of  the  Jurispru- 
dence Committee,  who  disapproved  of  the  decision,  be- 
cause of  the  Grand  Chapter  by-law  made  and  provided. 
Yet  to  our  remote  view  the  General  Grand  decision,  if  not 
based  on  approved  law,  had  common-sense  to  justify  it. 
We  never  could  see  the  justice  in  an  unsustained  objec- 
tion in  such  case.  It  is  too  much  akin  to  conviction  and 
condemnation  without  trial. 

The  unfortunate  occurrence  in  Alberta,  a  province 
under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada, 
was  dealt  with  in  a  special  report  from  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Correspondence,  and  as  Colorado  was  the  first 
of  the  Grand  Chapters  to  pronounce  its  opinion  as  to  the 
legality  of  the  ill-advised  action  of  some  of  the  Com- 
panions of  that  portion  of  said  jurisdiction,  the  report  is 
here  reproduced  for  the  information  of  our  readers 

Referring,  however,  to  a  remark  in  the  opening  para- 
graph with  regard  to  Canada's  sovereignty,  it  should  be 
explained  that  the  provinces  of  the  Dominion  to  the  east 
of  Ontario  are  in  the  enjoyment  of  Grand  Chapters  of 
their  own,  viz. :  Quebec,  Nova  Scotia  and  New  Bruns- 
wick, all  legitimately  organized  subsequent  to  the  estab- 
lishment of  Canada,  and  duly  recognized  as  regularly 
constituted  Grand  bodies.  Many  years  later  Companions 
residing  in  the  provinces  of  Manitoba  and  British  Colum- 
bia applied  to  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada  for  authority 
to  establish  subordinate  Chapters  in  those  provinces,  and 
later  by  Companions  in  the  territories  contiguous,  and 
that  Grand  Chapter  has  exercised  jurisdiction  over  that 
portion  of  the  Dominion,  as  the  following  clause  of  its 
Constitution  shows,  the  Constitution  which  every  indi- 
vidual Companion  pledges  himself  to  uphold  and  main- 
tain : 
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"JURISDICTION. 

"2.  This  Grand  Chapter  is  a  body  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  in 
which  is  vested  the  government  and  care  of  Capitular  Masonry 
within  the  Provinces  of  Ontario,  Manitoba,  Saskatchewan, 
Alberta  and  British  Columbia,  and  the  North  West  Territories 
in  the  Dominion  of  Canada." 

Having  thus  cleared  away  what  might  otherwise  lead 
to  a  misconception,  it  is  perhaps  advisable  to  further 
point  out  that  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada  is,  in  the 
matter  of  age,  the  premier  Capitular  governing  body  in 
the  Dominion,  and  has  maintained  the  closest  friendly 
and  fraternal  relations  not  only  with  the  sovereign  bodies 
within  its  borders,  but  with  those  of  royal  kinship  else- 
where. Without  further  comment  the  report  referred  to 
is  herewith  appended : 

"  To  the  Most  Excellent  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Colorado : 
"  There  has  been  submitted  to  your  Committee  on  Foreign 
Correspondence  the  question  of  the  recognition  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Alberta.  Usually  such  ques- 
tions have  not  given  us  great  concern,  but  in  this  case  it  is  one 
of  serious  import.  Alberta  is  one  of  the  Provinces  of  the 
Dominion  of  Canada,  and  its  Chapters  have  derived  their  legiti- 
macy from  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada,  which  is  sovereign 
throughout  the  Dominion. 

"  That  Grand  Chapter,  in  a  circular  letter  dated  June  6,  1914, 
and  sent  to  all  Grand  Chapters  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  throughout 
the  world,  sets  forth  its  reasons  why  the  newly  formed  Grand 
Chapter  of  Alberta  should  not  receive  recognition.  Whilst  the 
Proceedings  of  the  Convention  to  organize  the  Grand  Chapter 
of  Alberta  gives  the  steps  which  it  took  and  which  it  considers 
entitles  it  to  recognition  as  set  forth  in  a  letter  of  June  20,  1914, 
subscribed  by  its  Grand  Scribe  E.  (Grand  Secretary),  M.  M. 
Downey,  with  the  seal  of  the  new  Grand  Chapter  attached,  asks 
for  fraternal  recognition. 

"  Your  committee  has  had  this  matter  under  consideration 
for  many  weeks,  and  not  desiring  to  object  to  any  valid,  civil 
division  of  a  country  which  is  able  to  do  so  to  form  a  Grand 
Chapter,  there  is  a  serious  doubt  in  our  minds  as  to  whether  in 
this  instance  a  portion  of  the  Chapters  working  under  a  Grand 
Chapter  have  the  right  to  secede  and  set  up  a  government  of 
their  own.  As  well  might  some  of  the  Chapters  of  New  York 
City  combine  to  set  up  a  Grand  Chapter  of  New  York  City  and 
secede  from  the  Grand  Chapter  of  New  York,  allowing  the  out- 
side Chapters  to  remain  under  its  jurisdiction,  unless  such  action 
was  taken  by  the  consent  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  New  York. 
2 
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"Alberta  appears  to  have  had  twelve  subordinate  Chapters 
in  the  jurisdiction  it  now  claims,  of  which  eight  seem  to  have 
participated  in  the  formation  of  this  Grand  Body,  and  of  those 
eight,  two  were  working  U.  D.  Consequently,  if  we  should,  at 
this  time,  recognize  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Alberta,  there  would 
be  two  authorities — that  of  Alberta  and  Canada — exercising 
jurisdiction  over  this  territory.  Such  division  of  authority  is  not 
recognized  according  to  American  usage. 

"  It  is,  therefore,  the  opinion  of  your  committee  that  vthe 
recognition  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Alberta,  at  this  time,  espe- 
cially in  view  of  the  action  of  the  Convention  having  been 
taken,  so  far  as  we  can  learn,  without  notifying  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Canada  of  its  intention  to  organize,  would  not  be  a 
wise  course  to  pursue;  and,  therefore,  recommend  that  until  more 
fully  satisfied  of  the  wisdom  of  setting  up  of  such  a  new  govern- 
ment and  its  benefits  to  Capitular  Masonry  in  general,  that  recog- 
nition of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Alberta 
be  withheld  and  the  question  remain  open  for  further  considera- 
tion as  this  Grand  Chapter  may  from  time  to  time  deem  proper. 

"Ernest  LeNeve  Foster, 
•  "  Jacob  M.  MealEs, 

"John  H.  Gabriel, 

"  Committee." 

To  M.  E.  Companion  Ernest  LeN.  Foster,  as  usual, 
the  Companions  are  indebted  for  a  most  entertaining  and 
instructive  report  on  the  Grand  Chapters,  as  the  records 
of  their  proceedings  came  to  his  table.  He  recently  ven- 
tured a.  criticism  of  the  Shrine,  and  Companion  Fulker- 
son,  who  apparently  had  classed  it  as  a  Masonic  body, 
produced  his  big  stick  as  a  valiant  defender,  whereat 
Companion  Foster  rejoins : 

"  What  sophistry !  He  mistakes  the  shadow  for  the  sub- 
stance. Does  he  not  know  that  Masonry  is  a  principle  and  tfiat, 
therefore,  for  anything  to  be  Masonic  it  must  conform  to  that 
principle?'' 

It  is  certainly  a  mighty  strain  to  describe  an  organiza- 
tion and  its  methods  "  Masonic  "  simply  because  those 
who  maintain  it  are  members  of  the  Masonic  order,  but 
if,  at  certain  periods,  that  same  organization  can,  by 
"  ways  "  of  its  own,  succeed  in  a  further  loosening  of 
otherwise  difficult  purse  strings,  on  behalf  of  the  needy 
widow  or  helpless  orphan,  it  may  surely  claim  a  partner- 
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ship,  if  not  a  kinship,  with  those  who  profess  the  virtues 
which  combine  to  place  the  hall  mark  on  those  who  con- 
scientiously conform  to  principle. 

Anthony  Riesnecker,  Pueblo,  Grand  High  Priest. 
Chas.  H.  Jacobson,  Denver,  Grand  Secretary. 

Connecticut 

Chapters  .  .  40.  Members  .  .  9,331. 

They  came  from  New  York  and  New  Jersey,  from 
Rhode  Island  and  Massachusetts,  a  stream  of  welcome 
visitors.  Canada  was  among  the  invited,  and  its  presence 
in  the  flesh  would  have  filled  Connecticut's  cup  of  bliss  to 
a  dangerous  extent,  but  the  exigencies  of  the  legal  pro- 
fession again  interfered  to  save  the  situation  and  the 
expected  Grand  Z.  was  represented  by  a  typewritten 
apology,  which  explained  much.  It  was  the  One  hundred 
and  sixteenth  Annual  Convocation,  and  the  Companions 
summoned  to  attend  made  a  brave  showing  in  Hartford's 
Masonic  Hall  on  the  12th  May,  1914.  All  the  Chapters 
were  fully  represented,  and  with  nearly  a  score  Past 
Grand  High  Priests  and  nearly  twice  that  number  of 
Grand  Chapter  Representatives,  to  say  nothing  of  the 
selected  brains  from  neighboring  jurisdictions  there  as 
visitors,  it  was  a  rare  galaxy  and  a  proud  moment  for 
the  quartette  of  veteran  rulers  who  were  called  to  the 
front  and  decorated  with  jewels  commemorative  of  long 
and  good  service.  One  of  the  four  Past  Grand  High 
Priests  thus  honored  was  Canada's  worthy  representative, 
M.  E.  Companion  Geo.  N.  Delap,  the  others  being  M.  E. 
Companions  J.  R.  Johnston,  Samuel  H.  Huntington  and 
George  A.  Kies,  the  latter  being  Connecticut's  genial 
knight  of  the  Correspondence  quill. 

The  excitement  having,  more  or  less,  subsided,  the 
M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  Companion  Louis  L.  Beach, 
recalled  the  Convocation  to  mundane  affairs  by  telling 
the  story  of  his  official  year  and  what  happened  therein, 
with  notes  by  assisting  officers. 


xx  APPENDIX 

"  Not  a  by-law  or  regulation  has  had  to  be  enforced.  This 
is  also  a  matter  for  congratulation,  for  it  shows  that  the  High 
Priests  of  our  Chapters  are  interpreting  the  laws  for  their  needs 
correctly." 

Something  familiar  about  that  remark.  And  then  he 
told  of  good  men  gone.  Rev.  Dr.  Isaac  F.  Stedham, 
who  ruled  Grand  Chapter  in  1897;  Edmund  Tweedy, 
Senior  Past  Grand  High  Priest.  He  presided  in  1873. 
And  Companion  Frank  W.  Havens,  who  represented  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  New  Brunswick. 

He  visited  officially  the  ten  Chapters  assigned  to  him 
and  also  the  highly  interesting  centennial  celebration  of 
Jerusalem  Chapter,  No.  13.  Also  the  Grand  Chapters 
of  New  Jersey  and  New  York.  He  reported  well  of 
the  Chapters,  all  of  which  he  visited  in  one  capacity  or 
other,  but  he  found  that  there  was  lack  of  method  with 
the  secretaries  and  preferred  to  see  less  variety  and 
offered  one  or  two  suggestions  to  that  end.  He  thought 
too  that  a  journal  or  bulletin  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry, 
issued  monthly,  would  be  of  interest  and  a  help  to  every 
Chapter  in  the  jurisdiction,  and  believed  an  association 
could  be  formed  and  kept  alive  if  Chapters  would  interest 
themselves  to  assist. 

He  too  complained  of  Avant  of  uniformity  in  ritual 
and  instanced  the  use  of  titular  distinctions  now  obsolete. 

"All  our  Chapters  are  earnestly  seeking  the  truth  and  are 
willing  to  conform  to  any  decision,  but  there  are  differences  of 
opinion  even  among  our  most  enlightened  men  because  '  that  is 
the  way  we  were  taught.'  " 

"  From  only  one  of  our  Representatives  in  sister  juris- 
dictions," said  he,  "  have  I  received  a  report  of  the  Con- 
vocation of  his  Grand  Chapter."  Now,  don't  all  speak 
at  once,  please. 

Asked  by  a  Chapter  for  permission  to  confer  the 
degrees  on  a  brother  who  had  lost  part  of  his  left  arm,  he 
replied  that  somebody's  "  Masonic  Law  and  Practice  " 
had  laid  it  down  that  a  brother  so  situated  should  demon- 
strate his  ability  to  conform  satisfactorily  to  the  require- 
ments of  the  Blue  before  his  name  could  be  considered 
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for  the  Chapter,  but  inasmuch  as  a  delicate  and  vital 
question  was  involved,  he  preferred  to  pass  it  on  to  the 
wise  men  of  Grand  Chapter.  And  the  latter  held  that  the 
procuring  of  an  artificial  limb  would  bridge  the  difficulty, 
together  with  a  satisfactory  demonstration  to  the  Grand 
High  Priest 

"that  he  possesses  the  full  enjoyment  of  all  those  faculties, 
organs,  limbs  and  members  which  are  necessary  for  the  reception 
and  imparting  of  Masonic  knowledge  and  for  a  full  compliance 
with  all  the  forms  and  ceremonies  employed  in  such  reception 
and  imparting  as  practised  from  time  immemorial  among 
Masons/' 

This  also,  it  appears,  was  the  gospel  according  to 
somebody  who  compiled  the  "  Masonic  Law  and  Prac- 
tice." But  was  it  not  expecting  a  little  too  much  from 
the  maker  of  artificial  legs  and  arms?  There  is  hope  yet 
for  the  unfortunate  Companion  who  loses  his  head. 

One  of  his  dispensations  to  ballot  for  an  affiliation  at 
a  special  instead  of  waiting  for  the  regular  was  dis- 
approved by  the  Committee  on  learning  that  the  appli- 
cant's desire  for  Companionship  was  mainly  prompted  by 
his  wish  to  attain  to  the  feathers. 

Taking  the  narration  as  a  whole,  the  M.  E.  Companion 
did  well  and  merited  the  compliment  paid  him  by  the 
Committee  to  which  the  address  was  referred. 

His  recommendation  re  ritual  will  be  thought  out  by  a 
Committee,  which  will  be  heard  from  a  year  hence. 

Grand  Chapter  bestowed  the  light  of  its  countenance 
on  Western  Australia,  the  young  Grand  Chapter  having 
sought  recognition  as  a  legitimately  constituted  body. 

Jerusalem  Chapter,  No.  13,  organized  in  October, 
1 813,  celebrated  its  hundredth  anniversary  in  October, 
1913,  in  New  Haven,  and  its  achievements  and  vicissi- 
tudes are  most  interestingly  set  forth  in  the  history  of  the 
Chapter  furnished  with  the  Proceedings.  A  valuable  bio- 
graphical sketch  and  portrait  of  Ephraim  Kirby,  inti- 
mately associated  with  the  pioneer  days  of  Masonry  in 
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Connecticut,  and  one  of  the  early  General  Grand  High 
Priests,  are  also  among  the  features  of  this  year's  volume. 

.  M.  E.  Companion  George  A.  Kies  is  again  the  welcome 
reporter,  whom  Connecticut  would  do  well  to  indenture 
for  an  indefinite  term,  for  he  is  good,  pleasantly  versatile, 
garnering  the  best  for  his  Companions  and  an  occasional 
bouquet  for  the  foreigner  who  for  the  time  being  merits 
attention.  Our  worthy  Arkansas  colleague  having  ex- 
pressed a  fear  that  Companion  Bennett  might  possibly 
be  a  victim  of  mistaken  identity  and  proceed  to  do  things, 
Companion  Kies  reassures  him  after  this  fashion 

"  We  believe  nothing  short  of  a  100-gun  battery  of  artillery 
would  '  frighten '  Bennett,  and  we  are  not  sure  that  even  that 
would  more  than  momentarily  halt  him.'' 

Now  what  in  the  name  of  all  that's  neutral  have  we 
done  to  deserve  that?  Vainly  we  tried  to  recall  where 
or  when  we  assumed  the  Bombastes  Furioso  attitude  in 
fraternal  contention.  That  we  may  have  displayed  the 
footgear  at  some  period  of  momentary  aberration,  is  pos- 
sible from  the  following  addressed  to  us  under  Canada: 

"  Well,  Bennett,  we  don't  blame  you  for  anything,  not  even 
your  occasional  sturdy  differences  of  opinion  with  ourself.  But 
just  drop  in  on  us,  and  all  the  past  will  be  forgiven." 

If  one  holds  to  an  opinion  because  he  honestly  believes 
it,  there  should  be  no  shaking  the  conviction  even  by  a 
well-aimed  park  of  artillery.  Moreover,  if  occasion  arises 
to  express  further  difference  of  opinion  we  will  venture 
it,  sure  in  the  hope  of  forgiveness,  and  strain  the  temerity 
by  considering  the  invitation  to  "  dew  drop  inn  "  on  con- 
dition that  the  ioo-gun  battery  muzzles  are  pointed  in 
an  opposite  direction.    Not  that  fear  assails ;  oh,  no. 

Take  him  all  round,  however,  and  we  have  enjoyed 
reading  him  from  beginning  to  end ;  we  find  Companion 
Kies  is  not  so  remote  from  our  own  expressed  views  as 
he  would  have  us  believe.  At  one  time  he  commented 
severely  on  our  Canadian  view  of  the  General  Grand's 
usefulness  and  its  apparent,  if  not  actual,  assumption  of 
sovereignty.  On  this  subject  he  has  a  tilt  with  Companion 
Woods  of  Indiana.     Hear  him  : , 
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"  In  re  the  question  of  what  real  good  is  the  General  Grand 
Chapter  and  our  own  reply  of  '  no  good  at  all,  etc.,'  he  dissents, 
calls  our  answer  '  war-like,'  and  opines  that  if  the  General  Grand 
fulfils  no  other  mission  than  the  unification  of  our  widely  diver- 
sified people,  it  will  have  done  enough.  So  long  as  he  confines 
himself  to  generalities  of  this  kind,  we  do  not  seriously  disagree 
with  him.  But  the  question  of  its  practical  utility  is  a  very 
different  matter.  And  as  to  sovereign  powers,  still  record  us 
as  a  States-rights  fire-eater." 

All  of  which  goes  to  show  that  a  Canadian  pop-gun 
can  be  as  effective  a  range-finder  as  a  hundred  ton 
howitzer,  though  the  latter's  noise  may  be  more  nerve- 
shattering. 

To  the  new-born  fad  for  the  "  identification  card  "  he 
has  this  to  say,  or  quote,  under  New  Jersey.  We  are  in 
hearty  accord. 

"  By  resolution,  the  issuing  of  identification  cards  to  mem- 
bers was  made  requisite;  and  now,  to  visit  a  Chapter  unac- 
quainted with  the  visitor,  one  must  produce  a  card  costing  ten 
cents,  with  the  certificate  of  the  Secretary  of  his  Chapter  that 
he  is  in  good  standing  therein,  and  with  that  of  the  Grand 
Secretary  attesting  the  regularity  of  his  Chapter.  The  money 
consideration  for  this  bit  of  card  does  not  seem  great ;  but,  in 
our  opinion,  it  is  very  costly  in   Masonic  sentiment." 

Horace  W.  Eddy,  New  Britain,  Grand  High  Priest. 

James  McCormick,  Hartford,  Grand  Secretary. 

Delaware 

Chapters  .  .  4.  Members  .  .   1,144. 

When  it  is  remembered  that  this  compact  little  juris- 
diction, moving  along  steadily  towards  its  half -century  of 
useful  existence,  is  comprised  in  just  four  Chapters,  the 
reader  of  the  journal  of  its  Forty-sixth  Annual  Convo- 
cation wonders  however  the  good  Companions  contrive 
to  accomplish  so  much.  On  opening  the  volume  of  Pro- 
ceedings one  finds  that  nearly  seven  of  its  pages  are 
devoted  to  a  record  of  names  of  those  who  by  virtue  of 
present  or  past  official  standing  were  entitled  to  a  place 
of  honor  and  to  be  included  with  those  immortalized  in 
type.      There   were   nearly   a   score   of   those   who   had 
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attained  to  the  highest  office  in  former  years,  and  there 
were  not  a  few  who,  having  reached  "  the  seats  of  the 
mighty,"  had  their  ambitions  satisfied  and  remained  satis- 
fied to  be  periodically  described  as  Past  Grand  Scribe  or 
King,  and  with  no  room  for  envy  in  their  otherwise  con- 
tent-filled bosoms  are  willing  to  see  their  more  aspiring 
Companions  reach  out  for  the  glory  of  rulership  and  the 
significant  incidental  jewel  that  marks  their  status  as  a 
"  has  been."  And  yet  the  presence  and  devotion  of  such 
Companions  is  an  inspiration  and  moral,  and  we  cease  to 
wonder  at  Delaware's  solidity. 

It  was  Companion  Walter  W.  Baron  of  Wilmington 
who,  initiated  into  Masonry  in  1902  and  employing  the 
interval  to  good  purpose,  reached  the  position  of  Grand 
High  Priest  in  19 13,  wielded  the  gavel  on  this  occasion, 
and  on  the  afternoon  of  21st  January,  1914,  opened  the 
Convocation,  presumably  with  the  customary  ample  cere- 
mony. Addressing  the  Companions  he  touchingly  re- 
ferred to  the  removal  by  death  of  his  immediate  prede- 
cessor, M.  E.  Companion  Samuel  H.  Benson,  the  victim 
of  an  accident. 

The  losses  of  the  several  Chapters  by  death  were 
enumerated  and  a  pause  ensued  while  the  Grand  Chaplain 
offered  prayer  and  a  Companion  rendered  an  appropriate 
vocal  selection,  "  Face  to  Face." 

The  Grand  High  Priest,  in  mentioning  Delaware's 
response  to  the  appeal  for  the  flood  sufferers,  incidentally 
paid  a  tribute  of  admiration  to  the  Illinois  Grand  Chapter 
for  its  munificent  gift  of  $50,000  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
that  State  to  aid  its  great  hospital  enterprise,  an  action, 
he  declared,  that  should  call  forth  the  praise  of  all  Capi- 
tular Masons. 

He  visited  "  all  the  Chapters  of  his  jurisdiction  "  and 
enjoyed  himself.  One  of  the  Chapters  was  accused  of 
opening  on  one  occasion  half  an  hour  before  the  legal 
time  and  his  attention  was  called  to  the  fact.  He  accord- 
ingly nullified  the  evening's  transactions  and  administered 
a  sharp  reprimand  to  the  presiding  officer. 
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He  recommended  that  the  rule  confining  all  the  degree 
work  in  the  Chapters  to  the  High  Priest  or  one  who  had 
filled  that  office  be  rescinded  and  that  the  other  members 
of  the  Council  be  permitted  to  confer  the  lesser  degrees. 

He  also  urged  the  appointment  of  an  instructor,  one 
of  whose  duties  should  be  to  examine  and  pass  upon  the 
proficiency  of  elected  Chapter  officers  prior  to  installation. 

And  he  favored  the  establishment  of  a  life  member- 
ship system  with  a  minimum  of  fifty  dollars. 

His  decision  with  regard  to  the  "  too  previous  "  Chap- 
ter and  his  several  recommendations  were  approved. 

A  nice  feature  of  these  annual  gatherings  is  the  peri- 
odical look-in  from  a  friendly  disposed  neighbour  bear- 
ing gifts  in  the  guise  of  fragrant  bouquets  of  congratu- 
lations and  good  wishes  bound  in  decorative  streamers  of 
eloquent  greetings.  On  this  occasion  it  was  New  Jersey's 
Grand  Chapter  and  her  silver-tongued  spokesman  was 
M.  E.  Companion  Henry  S.  Haines,  than  whom  none 
could  have  undertaken  more  gracefully  the  office  of  bearer 
of  fraternal  good-will  than  the  gifted  yet  modest  Grand 
Lecturer.  To  spice  his  choice  verbal  offering  he  resur- 
rected a  quotation  of  an  early  English  monarch  who  had 
some  store  of  admiration  for  the  "  Maconnes  "  of  the 
period  and  pronounced  them  to  be  "  gude  menne  and 
true,"  a  flower  of  speech  which  Companion  Haines 
pi ucked  to  adorn  the  pretty  posy  he  was  deputed  to 
present  to  Delaware,  and  he  accomplished  his  mission 
with  the  success  that  invariably  attends  similar  duties 
undertaken  by  him.  We  congratulate  him  on  a  feat  of 
memory  that  enabled  him  to  recall  a  rare  and  appropriate 
gem  of  early  English  for  the  benefit  of  his  grateful  hear- 
ers, remembering  the  agony  and  failure  of  a  personal 
effort  of  our  own  in  a  boyhood  struggle  to  wrestle  with 
a  few  lines  of  Chaucer. 

It  was  a  delightful  break,  no  doubt,  in  the  routine  of 
the  evening,  but  even  the  Companions  of  Delaware  have 
to  come  down  from  a  misty  past  occasionally  to  the  activi- 
ties of  the  insistent  present,  and  it  was  borne   in  upon 
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them  that  the  Grand  Representatives  had  to  be  acknow- 
ledged and  received.  This  the  Grand  High  Priest  grace- 
fully did,  and  while  he  hesitated  at  retracing  the  centuries, 
he  was  bold  enough  to  go  as  far  as  Ohio  for  an  apt 
illustration  to  convey  his  ideas  of  what  Masonry  should 
be  as  an  exemplar. 

Then  it  was  decided  by  resolution  "  That  in  all  future 
publications  of  the  Proceedings  of  this  Grand  Chapter  a 
page,  opposite  to  that  of  the  portrait  of  the  M.  E.  Grand 
High  Priest,  shall  contain  a  biographical  sketch  and 
record  of  his  Masonic  career."  Thus  it  may  be  inferred 
that  sometimes  events  do  happen  to  dovetail  into  our  lives 
with  remarkable  aptness. 

The  committee  appointed  to  provide  for  the  celebra- 
tion of  the  one  hundredth  anniversary  of  the  introduction 
of  Capitular  Masonry  into  the  jurisdiction  of  Delaware 
recommended,  in  order  to  raise  funds  for  such  a  cele- 
bration, that  a  per  capita  tax  be  levied  on  the  different 
Chapters  of  33  1/3  cents  per  year  for  three  years. 

And  yet  it  is  doubtful  if  a  spirit  of  envy  will  be 
created  anywhere  by  the  simple  adoption  of  such  recom- 
mendation. Celebrations  are  sometimes  costly  things  and 
means  must  be  provided  to  meet  them. 

M.  E,  Comp.  Y.  V.  Harrison  dishes  up  the  feast  con- 
tained in  the  Report  on  Correspondence,  and  as  he  has 
served  his  time  and  reached  a  hale  maturity  at  the  work 
he  may  fairly  be  accounted  an  accomplished  chef.  As 
he  says  himself : 

"  If  you  give  it  sufficient  time  for  your  perusal  and  get  any  in- 
formation from  it  that  mar  be  of  benefit  to  you,  we  shall  feel 
sufficiently  repaid  for  our  labor." 

Which  is  kind  and  fraternal  of  him,  but  one  fails  to 
see  where  the  benefit  to  his  Companions  repays  the  toil 
in  wading  through  the  vast  sea  of  printer's  ink  before  a 
result  can  be  reached.  There  is  in  the  fruits  of  that  toil 
much  to  benefit  those  for  whom  it  is  compiled,  and  it  is 
only  reasonable  to  assume  that  they  should  be  propor- 
tionately grateful.     Companion   garrison  is  one  of  the 
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most  painstaking  of  reviewers,  yet  somehow  this  time  he 
managed  to  overlook  Canada,  a  feat  we  do  not  recollect 
having  to  accuse  him  of  heretofore.  The  volumes  were 
duly  entrusted  to  the  post  office  as  usual. 

Alexander  J.  Taylor,  Wilmington,  Grand  High  Priest. 
James  H.  Price,  Wilmington,  Grand  Secretary. 

District  of  Columbia 

Chapters  .  .    12.  Members   .  .   3,604. 

Two  Companions  who  in  the  past  had  been  found 
worthy  of  pre  ferment  in  the  Capitular  circle  were  during 
the  period  summoned  hence  and  the  place  they  knew  and 
valued  among  their  fellow*  craftsmen  knows  them  no 
more  forever.  R.  E.  Companion  Charles  Webster  Han- 
cock, Grand  King  in  1867-8  and  Grand  Secretary  from 
1877  to  1 88 1,  passed  to  his  reward  on  August  7th,  19 13, 
and  on  the  26th  of  December  following  M.  E.  Companion 
Burton  Ray  nor  Ross,  who  presided  over  Grand  Chapter's 
destinies  in  1884,  obeyed  the  imperative  call.  Special 
Convocations  of  Grand  Chapter  were  held  in  each  case 
for  the  purpose  of  paying  the  final  tribute  of  respect  to 
the  remains  of  Companions  whose  active  lives  and  sterling 
qualities  had  attracted  a  host  of  friends. 

The  Forty-seventh  Annual  Convocation,  on  February 
nth,  1914,  drew'  the  usual  large  gathering  of  officers  and 
Companions,  including  sixteen  former  rulers  and  nearly 
forty  of  the  representatives  of  other  jurisdictions.  If 
Canada's  minister  had  -been  present  the  two  score  would 
have  been  complete.  The  Deputy  General  Grand  High 
Priest  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter  of  the  U.  S.,  M.  E. 
Companion  George  E.  Corson,  whom  "  the  District " 
claims  as  its  own,  was  not,  it  need  hardly  be  mentioned, 
overlooked  when  the  "  distinguished  "  were  being  hon- 
ored. 

The  customary  preliminaries  observed,  the  Grand 
High  Priest,  M.  E.  Companion  Adolphus  Glide,  who  is  an 
all-round   Mason  because  he  loves   Masonry,   vide  biog- 


xxviii  APPENDIX 

raphy  and  portrait,  delivered  the  inevitable  address,  pre- 
facing the  narrative  of  his  official  doings  with  the  usual 
tribute  to  the  Companions  who  had  "  gone  before." 

He  described  the  period  as  "  a  lean  year,"  the  num- 
erical gain  being  unusually  small,  while  the  financial  side 
of  the  book  disclosed  a  drop,  not  of  alarming  proportions, 
but  enough  to  rouse  the  risks  embraced  in  "  the  high 
cost  of  living."  He  xomforted  his  hearers,  however,  by 
reminding  them  of  the  "  silver  lining." 

The  call  for  aid  for  the  flood  sufferers  was  responded 
to  by  Grand  Chapter  with  a  contribution  of  $100.00, 
which  was  supplemented  by  donations  from  the  subor- 
dinates, aggregating  $190.00,  and,  considering  the  h.  c. 
of  1..  etc.,  that  in  itself  was,  after  the  fashion  attributed 
to  the  popular  "  Misther  Riley "  of  hotel  fame,  doing 
remarkably  well. 

Invitations  to  pleasant  functions  were  numerous,  if 
not  costly,  and  he  managed  to  cover  many  of  them.  He 
visited  all  the  Chapters  and  frequently  "  called  again." 

The  George  Washington  National  Memorial  Associa- 
tion sent  him  a  kindly  request  to  mingle  with  its  members 
at  Alexandria  in  February,  19 14.  He  accepted,  but  mildly 
suggested  his  successor,  as  he  himself  would  have  then, 
discarded  the  shackles  of  office.  The  hint  will  probably 
be  adopted,  for  he  recommended  an  appropriation  of  fifty 
dollars  as  an  earnest  of  "  the  District's  "  sympathy. 

Among  the  beneficial  features  of  the  jurisdiction  he 
particularly  noted  the  High  Priests'  Association,  which  he 
said  had  well  "  served  the  purposes  of  its  organization  by 
bringing  the  Chapters  into  closer  relations  with  each  other 
and  assisting  them  in  the  arrangement  of  their  work. 
The  interest  in  the  meetings  had  been  increased  by  ad- 
dresses from  well-informed  Companions  on  topics  of 
importance  to  Capitular  Masonry." 

With  the  courage  of  his  conviction  he  directed  atten- 
tion to  the  value  and  importance  of  the  Foreign  Corres- 
pondence reports  issued  annually  with  the  printed  Pro- 
ceedings. 
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"  It  may  not  be  known  to  many  of  you,  as  it  was  not  known 
to  myself  until  recently,  that  the  Grand  Chapter  pays  for  this 
important  service  only  the  meager  stipend  of  $50.00  per  annum, 
while  in  many  jurisdictions  the  compensation  is  as  high  as 
$300.00." 

He  recommended  that  the  compensation  be  increased 
to  $150,  which  it  was  pleasant  to  note  the  Committee 
later  endorsed  and  Grand  Chapter  approved  nem  con. 

In  addition  to  the  jewel  of  his  rank  presented  by 
Grand  Chapter,  M.  E.  Companion  Gude  was  the  recipient 
of  a  watch  charm  indicative  of  his  elevation  to  the  32nd 
degree,  the  gift  of  the  subordinate  Chapters. 

The  interesting  portrait  gallery  being  carefully  col- 
iccted  by  Grand  Secretary  Johnston  was  enriched  in  this 
volume  by  that  of  the  retiring  Grand  High  Priest, 
Adolphus  Gude,  and  two  who  served  in  that  position  in 
years  gone  by,  M.  E.  Companions  Isaac  LaRue  Johnson 
(1877)  and  Joseph  Sylvester  McCoy  (1878),  both  vet- 
erans of  the  army  and  of  the  gentler  Craft.  The  former 
has  long  since  been  gathered  to  his  fathers ;  the  latter  is 
the  dean  of  the  corps  of  surviving  Past  Grand  High 
Priests.  From  the  accompanying  biography  of  M.  E. 
Companion  McCoy  the  following  paragraph  is  culled  and 
may  prove  of  interest  to  some  of  our  Canadian  readers: 

"  Tn  1873,  while  holding  the  office  of  King  of  LaFayette 
Chapter  and  Grand  Lecturer  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  he  conferred 
the  Royal  Arch  degree  on  three  actual  candidates  before  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  Canada  in  the  town  hall  of  Kingston,  Canada." 

The  Grand  Secretary  reported  the  receipt  of  a  petition 
for  a  new  Chapter  with  fifty-eight  signatures  and  the 
necessary  dollars.  The  venture  being  highly  recom- 
mended, the  petitioners  were  made  glad  by  Grand  Chapter 
acceding  to  their  request  for  a  charter,  and  the  new 
Chapter  will  henceforth  be  known  as  Mt.  Pleasant,  No. 
13.  and  take  its  place  in  next  year's  roster.  Why  it  was 
held  back  now  is  probably  a  peculiarity  of  the  "  Dees- 
trict,"  but  one  trusts  it  may  not  discourage  or  retard  the 
growth  of  the  infant. 
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Then  follows  a  review  of  Capitular  cohorts  of  the 
District,  marshalled  in  companies,  the  whole  forming  a 
brave-looking  army  corps,  well  "  set  up,"  in  eight-point 
or  some  other  dress.  The  casualties  too  are  duly  re- 
corded, but  happily  there  are  comparatively  few.  This 
carefully  arranged  muster  roll  of  the  Grand  Secretary- 
was  probably  arranged  to  subtly  prepare  the  Companions, 
who  will  naturally  pause  to  examine  the  parade  state  to 
make  sure  that  they  are  duly  reported  present,  for  the 
treat  served  up  for  their  special  delectation  by  the  Com- 
panion told  off  for  that  special  duty  in  the  circle.  Here 
is  how  Companion  Roe  Fulkerson,  the  happy  Correspon- 
dent, introduces  himself: 

"  Once  more  we  hear  the  ring-master's  whistle,  and  mount- 
ing the  broad  back  of  that  much-abused  nag,  Pegasus,  we  trot 
into  the  tan-bark  ring  of  the  capitular  circus  ready  to  go  round 
and  round  the   circle ! 

"  We  sigh  for  the  plaudits  of  the  multitude !  What  rider 
does  not?  But  alas!  we  have  learned  no  new  tricks  since  last 
year — our  riding  has  its  limitations — our  joints  may  have  even 
stiffened  a  bit — but  we  smile  right  and  left  and  give  ycu  the 
best  there  is  in  us.  So  'Whoop-la!  whoop-la!  whoop-la!  Here 
we  are  again  !'  " 

And  following  the  inevitable  lead  afforded  by,  as  the 
Chicago  solon  remarks,  pernicious  Yankee  example,  he 
starts  at  Alabama,  missing  only  those  he  cannot  see,  and 
winds  up  at  Wyoming,  with  an  ocean  trip  on  the  side  for 
variety  and  perhaps  health.  While  he  directs  much  of 
his  pleasantry  at  his  colleagues  of  the  ring,  his  biting  wit 
is  not  spared  when  the  author  of  the  annual  address  fur- 
nishes an  opening.  For  instance,  Capitular  achievements 
and  prospects  in  Canada,  191 3,  being  set  forth  in  charac- 
teristic garb  by  the  Grand  Z.,  Companion  Fulkerson 
descries  an  opportunity : 

"  It  seems  that  he  was  accused  of  '  tinkering '  with  the  ritual, 
and  owns  up,  adding  that  he  likes  to  be  called  a  tinker  because 
tinkers  used  to  sell  small  boys  tin  whistles  for  a  ha'penny  and 
steal  everything  which  was  left  lying  around  loose!  Oh,  well! 
Let's  call  him  a  tinker  then  if  he  wants  us  to.    What's  the  harm? 

"  The  Most  Excellent's  speech  is  like  a  good,  hearty  sneeze 
you  feel  coming.  You  lay  down  whatever  you  have  in  your 
hand,  you  reach  for  your  handkerchief,  you  say,  '  Gee,  but  this  is 
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going  to  be  a  bird,'  you  lean  back  in  anticipation !  You  open 
your  mouth  and  move  your  feet  back  under  your  chair  and  then — 
nothing  happens !  The  blamed  thing  slips  back  to  wherever 
sneezes  come  from  and  leaves  you  rubbing  your  nose  with  a 
keen  sense  of  having  been  buncoed  out  of  something,  you  don't 
know  just  what!  That's  just  the  way  his  speech  started,  and 
that's  just  the  mental  attitude  it  leaves  you  in." 

"  Then  we  come  to  Bennett's  report — the  only  Bennett ! 
We  lit  our  pipe,  put  up  our  feet,  cracked  our  face  with  an  antici- 
patory grin,  and  read  him  all  with  interest,  but  there  was  a  little 
of  the  spice  left  out.  It  was  and  is  good  stuff !  Bennett  could 
not  write  uninterestingly  if  he  tried,  but  he  sort  of  rambles 
round  the  rough  spots  instead  of  rushing  at  'em  and  hunting 
trouble  as  usual." 

But  remembering  that  the  Grand  Z.  had  paused  in  his 
narration,  not  to  sneeze,  but  to  venture  an  opinion  as  to 
the  peculiar  exchanges  of  fraternal  affection  employed  by 
the  reporters  when  let  loose,  he  nimbly  dodges  the  ring- 
master's whip  and  soliloquizes  from  the  safe  starboard- 
side  shelter  of  a  fairy-ridden  equine : 

"  Could  this  be  what  has  made  the  great  and  only  Bennett 
doze  by  the  fire  instead  of  chase  the  capitular  cats  all  over  the 
back  yard?  Is  it  possible  that  the  Grand  Z.  has  at  last  house- 
broke  this  independent  knight  of  the  goose-quill  and  paste-pot?" 

Our  store  of  old  boots  and  other  portable  bric-a-brac 
having  assisted  to  bring  about  a  partial  cessation  of  feline 
high  jinks,  the  unusual  calm  induced  a  desire  to  observe 
how  others,  similarly  afflicted,  would  conduct  a  hostile 
campaign,  but  it  so  happened  there  was  nothing  hostile, 
nor  indeed  any  other  style,  in  the  kicking  line,  to  arouse  a 
dormant  pugnacity.  He  never  fails  to  appreciate  when 
kind  words  of  the  District  or  its  effervescent  reporter  are 
bestowed.  He  of  Kansas  had  laid  it  on  thick,  yet  the 
response  is  enigmatical  and  weird. 

•'  Here's  to  lying  lips,  for  truthful  lips  are  bores. 
But  lying  lips  are  very  sweet  when  lying  close  to  yours." 

Walter  B.  Pettus,  Washington,  Grand  High  Priest. 

Arvine  W.  Johnston,  Washington,  Grand  Secretary. 
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Florida 

Chapters  .  .  34.  Members  .  .  2,256. 

Matters  Capitular  in  the  Floral  State  are  rosy  if 
Grand  High  Priest  Harry  Sweeting's  hopeful  statements 
to  the  Sixty-eighth  Annual  Convocation  at  Jacksonville 
on  the  19th  May  last  are  an  indication.  The  Chapters  had 
a  prosperous  year,  and  even  "  the  Grim  Reaper  "  dealt 
lightly  with  the  ranks  of  the  Royal  Craft. 

One  Chapter  was  constituted,  two  new  ones  started 
under  dispensation,  and  one  charter  restored  under  favor- 
able conditions.  He  was  a  good  visitor,  even  crossing 
into  Georgia  to  assist  in  the  work. 

A  Chapter  having  lost  its  High  Priest  and  Treasurer 
by  death,  the  senior  officer  asked  advice  as  to  procedure 
and  was  told  that  the  Treasurer's  vacancy  could  be  filled 
by  an  election  at  any  regular  meeting.  The  office  could 
be  held  by  the  second  officer,  acting  as  High  Priest,  until 
the  next  election  of  officers,  or  apply  for  a  dispensation  to 
hold  an  interim  election  with  the  support  of  two-thirds  of 
the  members  and  the  principal  officers. 

For  inspection  purposes  he  divided  the  jurisdiction 
among  the  four  chief  officers,  and  they  all  did  their  duty 
thoroughly  and  submitted  satisfactory  reports. 

He  was  appealed  to  on  behalf  of  the  Washington 
Memorial  Association  at  Alexandria,  Va.,  to  have  Florida 
represented  at  the  annual  meeting  there  in  December,  but 
was  unable  to  go  himself  or  secure  a  substitute. 

Grand  Secretary  Webster's  report  was,  as  usual,  con- 
cise and  satisfactory,  and  with  that  of  the  Grand  Treas- 
urer showed  a  clean  bill  of  health. 

One  of  the  moribund  or  "  faded  "  Chapters  had  left 
certain  effects  which  Grand  Chapter  took  into  its  keeping. 
The  Deputy  G.  H.  P.  reported  having  realized  the  sum 
of  $2Q  by  a  timely  sale  and  he  was  thanked. 

The  following  was  offered  as  a  regulation  of  Grand 
Chapter : 
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"The  Most  Excellent  Grand  High  Priest  has  the  authority 
to  grant  dispensations  to  subordinate  Chapters  to  confer  the 
degree  at  any  place  within  their  respective  jurisdiction  whenever 
in  his  judgment  it  will  be  for  the  benefit  of  the  craft." 

The  committee  to  which  this  was  referred  considered 
it  superfluous,  as  an  existing  law  conferred  such  power 
on  the  G.  H.  P.  Is  not  that  law  somewhat  elastic  ?  The 
charter,  as  we  have  known  it,  specifically  defines  the 
place  where  such  degrees  can  be  conferred  and  nowhere 
else.  The  charter  is  the  mandate  of  Grand  Chapter,  and 
to  accord  such  power  to  the  chief  ruler  seems  to  this 
reviewer  as  giving  away  too  much. 

The  exemplification  of  degrees  occupied  the  attention 
of  Grand  Chapter  for  some  portions  of  the  afternoon  and 
evening  sessions,  and  after  a  jewel  presentation  to  the 
retiring  Grand  High  Priest  and  an  expression  of  thanks 
for  attention  by  the  local  Chapter,  the  proceedings  were 
formally  closed. 

The  Foreign  Correspondence  Committee  did  not  com- 
pile a  report  for  publication. 

John  M.  Caldwell,  Jasper,  Grand  High  Priest. 
Wilber  P.  Webster,  Jacksonville,  Grand  Secretary. 

Georgia 

Chapters  .  .  150.  Members  .  .  7,694. 

Every  Companion  who  attains  to  the  exalted  position 
of  Grand  High  Priest  by  the  suffrages  of  those  to  whom 
he  owes  that  coveted  elevation  feels  it  in  him  that,  if  only 
out  of  pure  gratitude,  he  would  like  to  achieve  something 
during  his  incumbency  that  would  give  to  his  official  term 
a  distinction  sufficient  to  render  it  notable  and  contribute 
to  render  his  name  memorable.  Thus  it  was  that  at  the 
outset  of  his  year  as  chief  ruler  M.  E.  Companion  Joe  P. 
Bowdoin's  hopes  were  in  the  ascendant,  not  then  realiz- 
ing that  a  brief  twelve  months  are  all  too  short  for  their 
fulfilment.  So  when  at  the  close  of  that  period  he  ad- 
dressed the  Ninety-second  Annual  Convocation  at  Macon 
on  the  29th  April,  1914,  he  said  "  it  would  have  been  one 
of  the  greatest  pleasures  of  my  life  to  have  visited  each 
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Chapter  in  our  State  and  clasped  the  hand  of  every  mem- 
ber if  it  had  been  possible,"  he  spoke  from  his  heart. 
Doubtless  there  were  many  other  schemes  and  plans  for 
the  general  good  that  had  to  go  by  the  board,  to  which 
he  had  looked  forward  with  the  same  desire  for  accom- 
plishment, but  the  imperative  demands  of  a  work-a-day 
life  cannot  be  put  aside,  and  one  can  easily  understand 
his  expression  "  I  would  have  liked  to  have  done  more, 
but  my  time  has  been  so  occupied  that  I  could  not ;  I  have 
done  my  best."    What  more  could  be  expected? 

Four  pages  or  more  of  the  address  are  devoted  to  the 
dispensations  requested  by  Chapters  to  expedite  the  pre- 
liminaries incidental  to  the  acceptation  or  reception  of 
candidates,  or  in  connection  with  the  selection  and  plac- 
ing of  officers.  It  was  a  formidable  list  and,  we  fancy, 
might  have  been  lessened  by  the  exercise  of  foresight  and 
care.  Moreover,  why  put  the  responsibility  of  violating 
a  law  upon  the  shoulders  of  the  chief  officer  merely 
because  another  law  allows  him  to  do  so,  on  the  payment 
of  a* fee  by  the  applicant?  The  conflict  of  legality  (?) 
creates  an  anomaly  and  places  the  G.  H.  P.  in  an  unenvi- 
able, if  not  an  unjust,  position. 

He  was  unable  to  accept  South  Carolina's  invitation 
to  meet  the  General  Grand  High  Priest  at  its  one  hun- 
dred and  third  Convocation.  His  own  invitation  to  the 
M.  E.  Companion  G.  G.  H.  P.  to  be  with  the  Georgia 
Companions  at  the  present  Convocation  was  regretfully 
declined  because  of  inability  of  the  latter  to  get  away. 
Honors  were  even. 

His  appointments  included  a  commission  to  R.  E. 
Companion  W.  N.  Ponton,  Belleville,  Ont.,  to  represent 
Georgia  at  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada. 

A  number  of  posers  were  put  to  him  for  ruling,  most 
of  them  familiar  and  easily  determined  by  the  laws  made 
and  provided  or  by  well-known  precedent.  Singular  that 
some  Grand  High  Priests  are  needlessly  worried  by  silly 
questions  when  with  vastly  less  trouble  the  solution,  if 
really  required,  could  be  found  nearer  home. 
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He  made  a  score  or  more  visits  to  Chapters,  one  of 
which  was  constituted  under  his  auspices,  and  three 
others  instituted. 

Grand  Chapter,  he  stated,  had  contributed  over  seven- 
teen thousand  dollars  to  the  Masonic  Home,  and  in  fur- 
ther donating  sums  for  repairs  or  for  maintenance  of  the 
inmates,  ran  the  risk  of  financial  perplexities.  He  there- 
fore, though  a  personal  champion  of  the  Home,  thought 
that  the  Symbolic  Craft  should  undertake  the  whole  re- 
sponsibility for  those  calls  which  were  made  on  the 
Chapter,  "  as  the  Lodge  owns  the  Home  and  should 
support  the  Home."  The  Chapter  membership  also  be- 
longed to  the  Lodge,  and  he  failed  to  see  the  justice  in 
coming  to  the  Chapter,  already  doubly  taxed,  for  expenses 
that  should  be  borne  by  the  projectors  and  owners. 

He  submitted  a  query  which  has  been  for  many  others 
a  difficult  nut  to  crack,  for  the  reason  that  there  is  no 
way  feasible  of  compelling  the  lodge  secretary  to  furnish 
information  if  he  chooses  to  retain  it.  But  it  is  only  one 
of  the  many  stumbling  blocks  that  beset  the  hazardous 
path  of  dependent  membership. 

"  The  law  of  this  jurisdiction  is  that  when  a  Mason  loses 
his  membership  in  the  Symbolic  Lodge  he  loses  it  in  all  the 
higher  bodies.  We  find  this  law  is  not  effective,  for  the  reason 
that  we  have  no  way  of  ascertaining  when  a  man  is  suspended 
from  the  Lodge.  We  should  devise  some  way  to  get  this  infor- 
mation and  get  the  co-operation  of  the  Lodge." 

Then  a  scheme  would  necessarily  follow  to  whip  the 
Chapter  secretary  into  line  in  order  to  accommodate 
somebody  in  an  upper  story.  When  a  scheme  is  devised 
that  will  work  to  compel  a  Lodge  secretary  to  obey  the 
demands  of  somebody  to  whom  he  owes  no  sort  of 
obedience,  one  of  the  snags  will  have  been  removed. 

To  the  Grand  Lecturer  he  paid  a  just  meed  of  praise 
for  conscientious  and  ill-requited  labors  and  urged  a  bet- 
ter recognition  of  worth  by  more  active  co-operation, 
thereby  lessening  the  expense  and  securing  better  results 
in  a  more  profitable  division  of  labor.  He  suggested  dis- 
trict schools  and  county  conventions.  Closing  a  sound, 
practical  address  with  heart-sound  words : 
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"  When  Masons  live  Masonry,  then  our  institution  will 
become  so  popular  that  every  night  will  see  good  men  crowding 
to  our  doors  for  admission.  When  Masons  live  true  to  each 
other  and  to  our  God ;  when  we  give  to  woman  the  protection 
we  vouchsafe  to  her ;  when  we  do  unto  our  neighbor  as  we 
would  that  he  should  do  unto  us ;  when  we  have  made  all  the 
world  to  see  and  know  what  true  Masonry  is ;  then  will  we 
have  done  that  which  we  should  and  that  which  we  rightly  owe 
to  our  fraternity;  then  will  we  see  come  that  universal  peace  so 
much  talked  of  and  so  much  desired ;  then  will  we  witness  vice 
crowded  out  of  existence  by  virtue  and  every  man  his  brother's 
keeper." 

The  better  to  carry  on  the  work  of  Grand  Chapter, 
some  fifteen  or  more  Committees  were  appointed  and 
announced.  These  were  led  off  by  the  workers  who  had 
the  revision  of  the  Code  in  hand.  Their  report  being 
ready,  it  was  submitted,  read  by  sections,  adopted  and 
declared  to  be  the  law,  all  former  codes  being  relegated 
to  limbo  and  the  Committee  retained  to  see  that  the  new 
and  approved  article  was  properly  turned  out  by  the 
printer.  To  vary  the  monotony  a  collection  for  the  Home 
was  taken  up.    It  realized  $35. 

A  High  Priest  present  in  the  name  and  on  behalf  of 
his  Chapter,  Augusta,  No.  2,  presented  the  Grand  Chapter 
with  a  bound  copy  of  transcript  and  photographic  repro- 
ductions of  the  ancient  records  and  history  of  Royal  Arch 
Masonry  in  Georgia,  for  which  the  Chapter  was  cordially 
thanked.        ♦ 

A  thoughtful  and  interesting  document  was  the  report 
of  the  Grand  Lecturer.  His  presence  at  meetings  are 
faithfully  enumerated.  They  included  Blue  Lodges,  Com- 
manderies,  Councils  and  one  Shrine;  yet  he  contrived  to 
visit  over  two  hundred  Chapter  gatherings.  A  peculiar 
feature  of  his  wanderings  was  the  discovery  that  many 
Chapters  had  not  held  a  meeting  "  in  from  one  to  four 
years,"  which  led  him  to  remark : 

"  What  might  have  been  the  status  of  Capitular  Masonry  in 
this  Grand  Jurisdiction  if  this  body  had  not  put  one  in  the  field 
to  re-awaken  and  stimulate  interest  and  revive  and  organize 
Chapters  is  really  fearful  to  contemplate." 

Fearful,  indeed.  The  members  of  the  Committee  on 
the  report  apparently  were  impressed  with  the  awful  pos- 


APPENDIX  xxxvii 

sibilities  or  the  modest  terms  in  which  they  were  con- 
veyed, for  they  offered  suggestions  for  the  future  that 
should  satisfy  that  officer's  unmistakable  inclination  for 
continuous  employment. 

The  Jurisprudence  Committee  in  brief  but  emphatic 
terms  recommended  that  no  change  be  made  in  the  Ritual. 

A  Chapter  under  dispensation  had  through  its  chief 
officer  requested  that  the  matter  proceed  no  farther,  the 
applicants  having  arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  they  had 
undertaken  more  than  they  could  perform.  The  Com- 
mittee to  which  this  remarkable  request  was  referred 
recommended  that  the  Grand  Lecturer  proceed  to  the 
place  and  have  a  heart-to-heart  talk  with  the  Companions, 
impressing  upon  them  the  gravity  of  their  position,  and 
then  instruct  them.  If  they  failed  to  then  accept  the 
situation  under  the  terms  of  their  application,  that  each 
and  all,  including  any  who  may  have  been  exalted,  be 
declared  suspended  from  the  rights  of  Capitular  Masonry 
until  the  next  meeting  of  Grand  Chapter,  and  in  default 
of  further  application  to  continue  under  the  former  con- 
ditions, that  they  be  recommended  for  expulsion. 

For  Companions  of  vacillatory  temperament  and  who, 
uncertain  of  their  own  minds,  are  disposed  to  make  a 
plaything  of  a  Grand  Body,  the  Committee's  dictum 
should  have  a  salutary  effect.  And  apparently  there  are 
others,  for  the  Finance  Committee  reported  that  24  Chap- 
ters had  not  come  to  the  scratch  with  dues  and  recom- 
mended that  peremptory  demand  be  made  forthwith  or 
show  cause  why  "  condign  "  should  not  ensue. 

That  Committee  also  displayed  a  list  of  Chapters 
whose  returns  were  fearfully  and  wonderfully  compiled. 
Its  members  must  have  had  a  joyous  time  in  their  efforts 
at  disentanglement,  but  why  the  busy  Grand  Lecturer 
should  have  thrust  upon  his  devoted  shoulders  the  dis- 
agreeable task  of  adjusting  the  errors  of  a  lot  of  careless 
officers  is  beyond  comprehension.  Yet  that  was  the  Com- 
mittee's recommendation. 

M.  E.  Companion  Bowdoin  was  presented  with  a  com- 
memorative jewel  in  view  of  his  services  as  Grand  High 
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Priest,  and  a  committee  was  appointed  to  arrange  for 
Georgia's  delegation  attending  the  General  Grand  at  San 
Francisco  next  year. 

For  the  second  time  Companion  Chas.  Bass  reviews 
the  Grand  Chapters  and  again  demonstrates  the  wisdom 
of  Georgia's  selection.  He  was  not  only  kind  but  gen- 
erous to  Canada  (1913)  and  quotes  Grand  Z.  Harcourt 
liberally. 

Frank  O.  Miller,  Fort  Valley,  Grand  High  Priest. 
W.  A.  Wolihin,  Macon,  Grand  Secretary. 

Idaho 

Chapters   .  .   19.  Members  .  .    1,259. 

A  neat,  well-printed  volume  of  over  one  hundred 
pages  contains  the  proceedings  of  the  Sixth  Annual  Con- 
vocation, held  in  the  city  of  Lewiston's  Masonic  Temple 
on  the  15th  June,  1914.  The  attendance  was  a  tribute  to 
the  young  Grand  Chapter's  enthusiasm. 

M.  E.  Comp.  John  R.  Nevees,  Grand  High  Priest, 
whose  portrait  is  a  welcome  introduction  to  the  recorded 
transactions,  welcomed  the  assembled  Companions  and 
told  them  of  what  he  did  and  had  omitted  to  do.  Two 
Chapters  were  constituted,  one  by  himself  and  the  other 
by  his  Deputy.  He  authorized  the  institution  of  a  new 
Chapter  at  Kellogg  and  had  a  petition  in  hand  for  another 
at  Buhl. 

His  visits  to  the  Chapters  were  few,  but  business  rea- 
sons interfered  with  his  desire  to  make  them  frequently. 
A  steady  increase  in  numbers  had  been  reported,  how- 
ever, and  the  prospects  were  bright. 

The  Treasurer's  report  showed  a  respectable  balance 
on  the  right  side,  and  the  optimistic  report  of  Grand  Sec- 
retary Ensign,  who  had  been  fitting  out  a  commodious 
office,  foreshadowed  a  Grand  Chapter  library.  He  gave 
credit  to  the  Chapter  secretaries  for  punctuality  with 
their  returns. 
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Grand  Lecturer  Winn  also  predicted,  from  observa- 
tion in  the  Chapters,  an  active  future  for  the  jurisdiction. 

The  matter  of  the  so-called  Grand  Chapter  of  Alberta 
came  to  the  front  on  the  reading  of  a  communication 
from  the  Grand  First  Principal  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
Canada,  which  the  Grand  Secretary  was,  on  motion,  in- 
structed to  acknowledge,  and  also  to  notify  all  the  subor- 
dinate Chapters  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the  irregularity  of 
said  so-called  Grand  Chapter  as  notified  by  the  Grand  Z. 
of  Canada's  Grand  Chapter. 

The  Committee  on  Chapters  U.  D.  recommended  that 
in  future  such  dispensations  be  not  issued  unless  the 
membership  of  the  blue  lodges  within  the  Chapter's  juris- 
diction aggregate  a  hundred  or  more. 

A  veteran  Craftsman  and  ardent  Masonic  worker  was 
Past  Grand  High  Priest  James  Alonzo  Pinney  of  Boise 
City,  who  passed  away  suddenly  on  February  4th,  1914. 
He  labored  at  the  organization  of  Grand  Chapter  and 
was  Idaho's  first  Grand  High  Priest  in  1908.  His  loss  to 
Grand  Chapter  is  keenly  felt,  as  the  obituary  references 
indicate.  A  portrait  of  the  deceased  Companion  accom- 
panied these. 

The  per  capita  tax  was  increased  from  seventy-five 
cents  to  a  dollar,  and  with  the  three  dollars  exacted  for 
every  exaltation  will  assist  the  revenue  to  a  better  paying 
basis. 

Grand  Secretary  Ensign  prepared  the  Correspondence 
report.  He  gives  to  his  Companions  what  he  believes  will 
aid  their  knowledge  and  be  of  use  to  them  in  their  Chap- 
ters. To  this  end  he  seeks  out  the  Grand  High  Priestly 
decisions  of  the  jurisdictions  under  review,  which  may  or 
may  not  effect  the  object  in  view,  but  is  it  not  just  pos- 
sible that  there  is  a  risk  of  confusing  "  the  gentle 
reader"  ?  The  Grand  High  Priest  may  decide  and  his 
decision  be  at  variance  with  that  of  a  predecessor  or,  per- 
haps, that  of  another  jurisdiction.  Where  rulings  of  that 
kind  come  in  bunches  there  are  all  the  chances  of  a  mix, 
without  accomplishing  any  good.     Apart  from  that  phase 
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of  it,  the  report  is  readable  and  instructive,  and  as  it  is 
his  second  there  is  every  sign  of  future  development.  To 
Canada  he  is  disposed  to  be  friendly  and  sympathetic. 
Noting  our  difficulty  at  reaching  a  proper  understanding 
of  the  General  Grand,  he  interprets  a  hesitancy  as  inde- 
cision, but  having  secured  a  "  friend  and  guide,"  in  fact 
several  of  them,  we  accepted  the  sound  advice  to  stay  by 
the  Constitution,  and  in  that  there  was  surety  of  solid 
ground. 

Henry  Leimberger,  Boise,  Grand  High  Priest. 

Lewis  W.  Ensign,  Boise,  Grand  Secretary. 

Indiana 

Chapters  ..  119.  Members  ..  17,469. 

M.  E.  Companion  Grand  Secretary  Calvin  W.  Prather 
has  again  demonstrated  his  fitness  to  be  a  leader,  at  least 
so  far  as  furnishing  the  printed  Proceedings  of  Grand 
Chapter  in  record  time  is  concerned.  The  Sixty-ninth 
Annual  Convocation  was  held  in  the  city  of  Indianapolis 
commencing  on  the  21st  October,  19 14,  and  on  the  12th 
of  November  following  the  volumes  were  delivered  at 
this  office  in  Toronto.  Congratulations  are  due  the 
worthy  Companion  as  well  as  the  jurisdiction  he  serves 
so  well. 

There  were  no  less  than  seventeen  Past  Grand  High 
Priests,  thirty-four  Representatives  of  sister  Grand  Chap- 
ters, while  every  constituent  Chapter,  but  two,  was  pres- 
ent in  the  person  of  their  accredited  delegate  or  proxy. 

M.  E.  Companion  Earl  H.  Payne,  Grand  High  Priest, 
expressed  gratitude  for  favors  abundant  during  the  year 
and  deplored  the  outbreak  of  the  calamitous  conflict  be- 
yond the  sea,  which  "  seems  to  be  beyond  human  control." 

He  authorized  the  institution  of  two  new  Chapters 
and  declined  in  another  case.  One  Chapter  was  consti- 
tuted and  two  he  reported  as  having  lapsed  into  a  condi- 
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tion  of  lethargy.  Business  cares  interfered  with  his  ac- 
cepting many  invitations  to  visit  Chapters.  Where  he 
did  accept  he  enjoyed  them. 

Grand  Secretary  Prather's  report  was  encouraging 
and  hopeful,  and  spite  of  the  fact  that,  in  solitary  in- 
stances, Chapters  exhibited  a  tendency  to  weakness,  it 
was  a  matter  for  congratulation  that  in  most  the  attention 
of  the  responsible  officers  to  punctual  submission  of  re- 
turns and  their  needful  accompaniments,  had  earned  his 
unqualified  acknowledgments. 

The  paper  prepared  by  the  Committee  appointed  to 
consider  a  memorial  to  the  departed  Companions  of  the 
jurisdiction  resulted  in  an  eloquently  worded  report 
which  closed  with  the  necessity  for  the  practice  and  de- 
fence of  truth  in  our  daily  lives  and  conduct.  The  sig- 
nificance of  the  admonition  must  have  appealed  to  all 
who  listened  to  M.  E.  Companion  Britton's  telling  phrases. 

"  Nor  can  it  be  a  matter  of  indifference  whether  truth  be 
found  and  embraced  or  not  It  does  make  a  difference  whether 
truth  or  error  be  believed,  however  sincere  the  embrace  of  error 
may  be,  for  truth  and  error  can  never  build  up  character  into 
equal  beauty   and  symmetry.*' 

Another  excellent  report  was  that  of  Grand  Inspector 
Glendening,  who  furnished  a  retrospective  glimpse  of 
his  six  years  of  labor,  and  from  his  review  of  the  previous 
year  concluded  that  they  had  borne  fruit.  Yet  he  was  in 
no  way  reluctant  to  expose  faults  where  he  discovered 
any. 

"  I  have  become  aware  of  the  fact  that  some  Chapters  have 
been  conferring  the  first  section  of  the  Mark  Master  degree  and 
the  Royal  Arch  degree  on  large  classes  of  candidates  at  one  am 
the  same  time." 

"  Our  ritual  expressly  states  that  but  one  candidate  can 
receive  the  first  section  of  the  Mark  Master  degree  at  a  time, 
and  every  High  Priest,  at  his  installation,  obligates  himself  to 
never  suffer  more  or  less  than  three  to  be  exalted  to  the  Royal 
Arch  degree  at  one  and  the  same  time." 

One  of  the  reports  presented  on  the  first  day  of  the 
session  was  that  which  embraced  a  review  of  the  Grand 
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Chapters  by  a  Committee  of  one,  viz. :  "  Past  Grand 
High  Priest  Robert  A.  Woods,  who  presented  his  annual 
report  and  requested  that  it  be  accepted  and  printed  as 
an  appendix  to  the  Proceedings  of  the  Grand  Chapter. 
Which  request  was  granted." 

From  those  Proceedings  it  is  gathered  that  the  M.  E. 
Companion  is  the  appointee  of  the  incoming  Grand  High 
Priest,  who  nominates  him  as  "  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Correspondence,"  much  as  it  is  done 
elsewhere,  and  apparently  leaves  it  to  himself,  if  he  de- 
sires assistance,  to  call  for  volunteers. 

Now  on  this  occasion  the  worthy  Chairman  had  to 
prepare  a  special  report  on  the  application  of  a  self- 
created  body  calling  itself  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Alberta, 
and  the  Grand  High  Priest  named  on  the  M.  E.  Com- 
panion's "  standing  Committee  "  for  the  purpose  of  wrest- 
ling with  possible  problems  and  bringing  in  subsequently 
their  well-thought-out  verdict,  four  Companions  who 
happened  to  be  in  attendance  as  representatives  of  private 
Chapters,  not  burdened  with  official  rank,  but  doubtless 
otherwise  prepared  to  deal  with  knotty  points  of  prece- 
dent and  legality. 

This  quartette,  with,  of  course,  M.  E.  Companion 
Woods  as  chairman,  did,  on  the  second  day  of  Grand 
Chapter,  having  toiled  at  the  labour  perhaps  during  the 
silent  hours  of  the  night,  present  their  report,  which,  in 
its  most  salient  feature,  bore  a  remarkable  similarity  to 
the  document  which,  oddly  enough,  reviewed  the  same 
subject  and  was  presented  in  completed  form  to,  and 
accepted  by,  Grand  Chapter  on  the  previous  day.  Be 
that  as  it  may,  the  feature  that  demands  attentive  scru- 
tiny and  prompts  a  question,  is  the  apparent  desire  in  both 
instances  to  arrive  at  one  and  the  same  conclusion. 

The  Correspondence  report,  prepared  prior  to  the 
Grand  Chapter  Convocation,  includes,  among  the  reviews 
of  proceedings  of  regular  Grand  Chapters,  the  transac- 
tions of  a  convention  of  the  aforesaid  self-created  and 
unauthorized  body,  a  doubtful  compliment  to  the  legi- 
timate Grand  bodies  which  heretofore  enjoyed  a  place 
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in  that  exclusive  collection,  only  on  recognition  by  In- 
diana's Grand  Chapter  declared  by  the  spoken  and  re- 
corded dictum  of  that  Grand  body  alone. 

Jt  did  not,  however,  reckon  on  the  "  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence,"  whose  great 
heart  went  out  to  "  the  little  stranger  "  with  character- 
istic Hoosier  hospitable  intent.  "All  hail  the  new-born 
child"  he  cried  and  concluded  that  was  sufficient  to  satisfy 
Indiana  or  any  others  to  whom  the  oracular  expression 
might  be  wafted,  nor  once  did  he  pause  to  speculate  as  to 
the  infant's  sponsors  or  legitimacy,  but  accepted  all  that 
the  little  one  had  to  tell  him  without  a  question. 

Having  swallowed  the  apparently  guileless  narration, 
like  a  sweet  morsel,  he  delivers  himself  thus 

"  The  Companions  seem  to  have  followed  precedent,  such  as 
is  recognized  by  American  practice,  and  claim  to  have  the  mem- 
bers and  means  to  carry  on  a  separate  autonomous  jurisdictio 
At  the  present  time  there  are  eleven  chartered  Chapters  and 
four  under  Dispensation,  with  a  membership  of  over  1,400; 
greater  than  that  of  seven  of  our  own  Grand  Chapters.  Other 
reasons  are  given,  but  the  above  are  sufficient  to  suggest  that 
these  Companions  are  well  within  their  rights  and  that  there 
need  be  no  fear  of  their  immediate  as  well  as  ultimate  success. 
The  recognition  they  seek  ought  to  be  freely  granted." 

So  much  for  the  previously  prepared  chairmanic  de- 
liverance. Now  contrast  the  result  of  the  labours  of  the 
"  Standing  Committee  "  of  presumably  wide  knowledge 
in  such  matters,  else  the  Grand  High  Priest  would  hesi- 
tate to  appoint  them  to  deal  with  so  important  a  matter. 
Mark  the  similarity. 

"  This  Committee  finds  that  at  the  present  time  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Alberta  has  eleven  chartered  Chapters  and  four 
under  dispensation,  with  a  membership  of  over  1,400;  greater 
than  that  of  seven  of  the  Grand  Chapters  in  the  United  States. 
We  further  Find  that  said  Grand  Chapter  has  the  present 
ability  to  maintain  itself  and  that  these  Companions  are  well 
within  their  rights,  and  that  her  claim  for  recognition  is  valid 
and  sufficient  and  that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  ought  to 
be  granted." 

The  Committee  generously  credits  the  "  new-born " 
with  the  entire   Capitular  population  of  Alberta,   Chap- 
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ters  and  membership,  just  as  the  Chairman  implied  be- 
forehand, the  statements,  or  rather,  misstatements,  being 
ventured  in  the  same  reckless  manner  and  the  expressed 
desire  to  act  the  protector  and  defender  of  "  the  little 
stranger  "  as  keenly  and  confidently  offered  to  the  In- 
diana Companions  as  if  supported  by  incontrovertible 
argument. 

Until  all  this  had  been  disposed  of,  as  reported,  there 
was  no  word  of  Canada's  position  in  the  matter  discussed 
pro  or  con,  but  as  an  after-thought  it  did  occur  to  the 
Committee,  or  perhaps  to  one  of  its  members,  that  it  was 
just  possible  that  Canada  might  be  an  interested  factor 
in  the  controversy  after  all.  The  following  curious  para- 
graph was  then  added : 

"  However,  it  appears  from  correspondence  received  from 
the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada  that  the  movement  is  considered 
by  her  as  having  been  surreptitious  and  lacking  in  courtesy  in 
not  seeking  consent  to  the  step  proposed,  and,  while  we  recog- 
nize the  rights  of  the  petitioners  in  the  premises  to  proceed 
independently,  yet  your  Committee  feels  that  we  owe  it  to  our- 
selves and  to  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada,  with  whom  we 
have  long  been  in  amicable  relationship,  to  postpone  action  until 
the  General  Grand  Chapter  has  had  opportunity  to  properly 
decide  the  issue,  hoping  meanwhile  that  perfect  amity  and  good 
fellowship  be  early  and  fully  restored  between  the  contending 
parties." 

Happy  thought  of  the  quintette  to  suggest  that  ''how- 
ever "  addition,  yet  it  will  not  be  out  of  place  to  here  offer 
the  humble  opinion  that  Indiana  has  been  placed  in  rather 
an  equivocal  position  by  reason  of  the  attitude  assumed 
by  one  or  more  of  its  servants  entrusted  with  a  delicate 
and  vitally  important  duty. 

Apparently  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada,  "  with 
whom  we  have  long  been  in  amicable  relationship,"  is  to 
take  second  place  to  the  "  recognized  rights  of  the  peti- 
tioners," whom  the  former  has  declared  in  its  "  corres- 
pondence "  not  to  possess  any  and  to  be  wholly  "  irregu- 
lar, spurious  and  clandestine."  The  situation  is  further 
aggravated  by  the  indifference  to  facts  displayed  by  the 
Committee  in  its  eagerness  to  state  what  it  had  "  found." 
Studious  search   (?)   rewarded  its  members  in  the  dis- 
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covery  that  the  "  newly  born  child  "  has  eleven  chartered 
Chapters  and  four  under  dispensation,  with  a  membership 
of  over  1,400."  A  palpably  glaring  misstatement,  even 
taking  the  claim,  as  printed,  of  the  rebellious  organization. 

Moreover,  the  postponement  of  action  until  another 
and  distinct  body  has  had  opportunity  to  properly  decide 
the  issue  can  only  be  characterized  as  something  un- 
worthy of  one  sovereign  Grand  Chapter  when  dealing 
with  the  domestic  affairs  of  another.  With  all  due  defer- 
ence to  the  Indiana  Committee,  and  without  a  shadow  of 
disrespect  to  the  illustrious  body  suggested  by  its  mem- 
bers, it  may  be  as  well  to  state  here  and  now  that  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  Canada  is  quite  capable  of  properly 
deciding  the  issue  for  itself,  leaving  it  to  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Indiana  to  explain  the  discourteous  attitude 
it  has  assumed  towards  Canada's  Grand  Chapter  by  its 
expressed  endorsation  of  the  more  than  extraordinary 
report  of  its  standing  Committee. 

The  Chairman  of  the  Correspondence  Committee 
justified  his  rather  daring  opinions  by  the  bald  and  singu- 
larly vague  assertion  that  "  these  Companions  seem  to 
have  followed  precedent  such  as  is  recognized  by  Ameri- 
can practice."  He  does  not  seem  to  have  lost  much  rest 
in  any  diligent  enquiry  as  to  whether  they  did  or  not. 
The  amazing  statement  is  unsupported  by  any  quoted 
fact  of  admitted  historical  value ;  he  simply  accepts  what 
the  /^subordinates  set  forth  to  bolster  up  their  impudent 
appeal  for  recognition,  and  which  in  the  light  of  events 
must  appear  grotesque  even  to  the  veriest  tyro  in  Masonic 
lore. 

Geographical  limitations  or  "  political  autonomy  "  are 
foreign  to  the  discussion  when  the  sole  question  to  be 
determined  is  the  integrity  of  acknowledged  Masonic 
occupation.  The  violation  of  which  is  plainly  invasion 
of  recognized  jurisdiction,  apart  from  its  more  serious 
phase.  When  it  is  added  that  said  violation  has  been 
perpetrated  by  subordinates  of  a  Grand  Chapter  to  which 
they  owe  their  existence  and  to  which  they  solemnly 
pledged  their  allegiance,  it  is  somewhat  of  a  rude  shock 
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to  be  informed  that  such  act  of  bare- faced  rebellion  is  in 
accordance  with  "American  practice." 

American  practice,  so  far  as  our  reading  serves  us, 
has  never  lent  its  countenance  to  or  sanctioned  any  such 
outrageous  proceedings.  The  word  is  used  advisedly, 
because  we  were  about  to  characterize  it  as  unparalleled, 
yet  either  would  apply  to  this  continent. 

Just  fifty-two  years  ago,  in  Scotland,  of  all  countries, 
a  similar  lust  for  rank  and  power  seized  upon  a  group  of 
Companions  in  the  city  of  Glasgow,  members  of  several 
of  the  Chapters  located  in  that  city,  who  in  like  manner 
met  and  schemed  and  finally  convened  in  the  orthodox 
fashion  and  organized  themselves  into  a  "  General  Grand 
Royal  Arch  Chapter  for  Scotland  and  the  Colonies  "  and 
prevailed  upon  a  number  of  otherwise  unaspiring  and 
innocent  Companions  to  join  them.  They  too  had  their 
missionary  and  recruiting  staffs,  who,  no  doubt,  labored 
diligently,  for  the  record  states  that  "  they  actually  com- 
menced to  issue  charters  and  work  the  Royal  Arch  de- 
grees. All  this  was  duly  reported  to  the  Supreme  Grand 
Chapter  of  Scotland,  which  at  its  meeting  on  the  17th 
December,  1862,  suspended  four  Chapters  and  thirteen 
of  the  leaders  for  "  insubordination  and  disobedience  to 
the  Supreme  Chapter."  This  decree  of  the  rightful  gov- 
erning body  had  no  terrors  for  "  the  man  who  would  be 
King,"  who  continued  to  urge  on  his  wild  career  and  to 
emphasize  its  former  action,  Supreme  Chapter,  at  its 
Convocation  on  the  6th  April  following,  pronounced  the 
decree  of  expulsion  on  the  thirteen  aspirants  for  great- 
ness, and  their  names  were  sent  abroad  to  all  the  world's 
Grand  Chapters,  as  well  as  to  the  Knight  Templar  Order 
and  other  bodies  who  might  number  any  of  such  in  their 
ranks  or  be  otherwise  imposed  upon.  History  does  not 
relate  that  any  of  the  illustrious  thirteen  ever  achieved 
any  further  notoriety. 

Neither  area  nor  distance  can  be  introduced  as  factors 
when  dealing  with  a  time  immemorial  basic  principle,  the 
defence  of  which  must  be  obvious  even  to  the  most 
prejudiced.     From  the  time  the'  first  Chapter  was  peti- 
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tioned  for  in  those  outlying  sections  of  the  jurisdiction 
there  has  existed  a  clause  in  the  Constitution  of  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  Canada  which  reads  as  follows : 

"  2.  This  Grand  Chapter  is  a  body  of  Royal  Arch  Masons 
in  which  is  vested  the  government  and  care  of  Capitular 
Masonry  within  the  Provinces  of  Ontario,  Manitoba,  Saskatche- 
wan, Alberta  and  British  Columbia  and  the  North  West  Terri- 
tories in  the  Dominion  of  Canada." 

That  Constitution  every  Companion,  exalted  in  or 
affiliated  with  a  Canadian  Chapter,  in  the  most  sacred 
manner  known  to  Masons,  pledges  himself  to  uphold  and 
maintain,  and  until  released,  in  legitimate  manner,  from 
that  obligation,  is  bound  to  protect  the  authority  under 
which  he  gained  his  status,  just  as  the  Grand  Chapter  is 
equally  bound  to  protect  him  and  the  constituent  Chapter 
of  which  he  is  a  member. 

Moreover,  included  in  the  code  of  by-laws  of  most  of 
the  subordinate  Chapters,  and  notably  those  of  the  in- 
subordinates,  equally  binding  on  the  individual  member, 
is  this,  or  similar,  clause : 

"  This  Chapter  acknowledges  the  supremacy  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Canada,  and  will  at  all  times 
pay  respect  and  obedience  to  its  Laws,  Rules,  Orders  and  Regu- 
lations." 

Loyal  Companions,  with  a  sense  of  decency  and  re- 
gard for  their  pledged  word,  who  dissented  from  the 
high-handed  action  of  the  promoters  of  the  agitation  and 
urged  a  reference  to  the  governing  body  before  proceed- 
ing too  far,  are  described  by  M.  E.  Companion  Woods  as 
being  afflicted  with  "  cold  feet."  That  is  so  unlike  a 
Companion  who  craves  for  "  fair  play  "  in  others,  that 
our  amaze  was  akin  to  him  of  "  the  District  "  when  he 
stumbled  once  against  a  misfit  word  applied  to  him  un- 
intentionally. 

Will  M.  E.  Companion  Woods,  for  a  moment,  im- 
agine' the  Chapters  located,  say,  in  a  remote  county  or 
section  of  Indiana,  nursing  a  fancied  grievance  and  bring- 
ing themselves  to  believe  they  were  born  to  rule  and, 
without   once   submitting  their   complaints   to   headquar- 


xlviii  APPENDIX 

ters,  convene  and,  in  short,  do  exactly  as  these  Alberta 
Companions  have  done.  Where  would  "American  prac- 
tice "  cover  the  action,  which  would  not  be  one  whit  more 
extraordinary  than  in  the  case  in  discussion?  Could  he 
possibly  reconcile  such  action  with  precedent  or  permit 
himself  to  attempt  justification  because  of  the  possession 
of  "  members  and  means  "  to  support  their  assertion  of 
"rights"? 

If  the  Alberta  Companions  have  ground  for  complaint 
they  kept  it  strictly  to  themselves.  Nothing  whatever 
bordering  on  a  grievance  or  resembling  in  any  particular 
what  their  pleadings  to  the  Grand  Chapters  incorrectly 
set  forth,  was  ever  presented  by  verbal  or  written  com- 
munication to  the  source  of  their  existence.  If  M.  E. 
Companion  Woods  really  believes  that  the  deliberate 
omission  to  consult  the  mother  Grand  Chapter  was  one 
of  the  "  rights''  of  the  insubordinates,  then  we  can  under- 
stand his  own  illogical  conclusions  and  the  Committee's 
inept  finding.  For  that  distinctly  biased  report  and  its 
apparent  approval  by  Indiana's  Grand  Chapter,  as  well 
as  the  inclusion  of  an  unrecognized  body  with  the  list  of 
authorized  Grand  Chapters  (vide  Indiana  Proceedings, 
p.  yy),  an  explanation  is  naturally  expected,  the  more  so 
as  the  statements  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada,  in  its 
official  communication,  received  scant  consideration,  to 
say  the  least. 

We  have  stayed  with  Indiana  so  far,  because,  to  the 
present,  it  is  almost  alone  among  the "  Grand  Chapters 
which  have  taken  up  this  matter  and  accorded  a  semi- 
recognition  in  advance  of  the  inevitable  action  of  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  Canada. 

In  order  to  furnish  our  good  Companion  with  a  sub- 
ject for  thought  as  well  as  comparison,  we  will  just  state, 
as  a  matter  of  fact,  that  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada  has 
under  its  authority  in  the  Province  of  Alberta  at  this 
writing  eight  chartered  Chapters,  four  of  these  being 
held  by  loyal  Companions  of  Chapters  claimed  by  the 
insurgent  element,  but  who  repudiate  the  acts  of  the  lat- 
ter, and  six  Chapters  working  under  dispensation,  three 
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being  instituted  subsequent  to  the  advent  of  "  the  new- 
born child."  Such  facts  must  seriously  disturb  the  Com- 
mittee's discovery  as  to  Alberta's  Capitular  strength  in 
Chapters  and  members. 

Is  Canada  to  relinquish  her  rightful  claim  on  the  ter- 
ritory, her  Masonic  possession  for  so  many  years,  and 
abandon  these  her  offspring  to  the  tender  mercies  of 
those  who  in  their  insatiable  ambition  unhappily  forget 
the  lessons  of  filial  duty  impressed  upon  them  as  mem- 
bers of  a  sacred  Order?  If  the  attempt  at  independence 
had  been  the  joint  work  of  the  Chapters,  supported  by 
the  presentation  of  a  memorial  to  Grand  Chapter  for 
consent,  and  received  by  the  latter  adversely,  there  might 
have  been  some  justification  for  Indiana's  sympathy,  but 
Canada's  Grand  Chapter  was  never  given  an  opportunity 
to  decline,  and  it  is  unreasonable  to  assume  that  the 
presentation  of  such  a  request  to  the  Grand  body  would 
not  have  received  every  fair  and  fraternal  consideration. 
But  such  a  procedure  would  involve  delay  and  a  hin- 
drance and  possible  wreck  to  a  carefully  laid  scheme 
planned  to  succeed,  hence  the  protests  of  well-meaning 
Companions  were  ruthlessly  disposed  of  and  the  scheme 
declared  victorious  according  to  programme. 

Enlightening  incidents  and  their  developments  may 
ere  long  assist  by  their  narration  to  wet-blanket  the 
ardour  of  the  few  sympathizers  who  have  been  misled  by 
specious  pleadings.  If  these  jerry-built  pleadings  are 
accepted  and  placed  beside  the  facts  stated,  there  are  then 
two  Grand  Chapters  in  the  same  territory.  Will  Comp. 
Woods  continue  his  assertion  that  the  self-created,  unau- 
thorized and  thus  usurping  organization  is  to  be  pre- 
ferred before  the  recognized  Grand  body  in  possession, 
and  with  whom  Indiana  has  been  "  in  amicable  relation- 
ship for  so  many  years  "  ? 

In  his  review  of  Canada  he  refers  in  kindly  terms  to 
this  reporter,  and  we  hereby  express  gratitude  for  the 
sincere  wishes  expressed.  It  is  noted  that  he  fraternally 
quotes  our  warning  to  steer  clear  of  pitfalls  in  debatable 
ground.  Well,  if  he  did  not  heed  that  timely  advice,  his 
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admitted  ability  to  "  wriggle  out  "  will  come  in  handy. 
Meantime,  if  we  do  not  happen  to  meet  again  in  that 
same  perilous  arena,  we  earnestly  hope  for  him,  at  this 
glad-  season,  with  ardent  good-will,  peace  and  prosperity 
in  abundance. 

Arthur  J.  Smith,  Tipton,  Grand  High  Priest. 
Calvin  W.  Prather,  Indianapolis,  Grand  Secretary. 

Iowa 

Chapters  .  .  128.  Members  .  .  13,248. 

Just  three  or  four  years  older  than  Canada,  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Iowa  has  attained  to  a  position  of  dignity  and 
influence  in  the  Capitular  world,  placing  it  in  the  front 
rank  of  the  Grand  bodies  of  the  continent,  and  its  Sixty- 
first  Annual  Convocation,  held  in  the  city  of  Clinton  on 
the  8th  October,  1914,  clearly  demonstrated  that  fact.  It 
was  a  splendid  representative  gathering,  the  local  Com- 
panions with  the  citizens  joining  in  a  cordial  expression 
of  welcome,  to  which  fitting  response  was  made  on  be- 
half of  Grand  Chapter  by  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest 
Cory. 

The  preliminaries  having  been  dutifully  attended  to, 
Grand  High  Priest  Edward  M.  Willard,  with  a  pleasant 
greeting  for  the  Companions,  presented,  as  is  customary, 
the  annual  address,  which  embraced  an  account  of  his 
official  doings,  introducing  which  he  aptly  remarked : 

"  Capitular  Masonry  should  not  be  merely  a  bridge  to  cross 
an  intervening  space  to  gain  something,  beyond  the  Chapter,  one 
seeks  to  reach.  It  should  be  sought  only  for  the  good  that  we 
mav  derive  from  its  teachings  and  to  learn  how  to  cultivate 
purity  of  heart  and  rectitude  of  conduct.  A  degree  in  Masonry 
is  of  little  value  unless  it  brings  forth  fruit  in  action." 

He  feelingly  referred  to  the  deaths  of  two  Grand 
Chapter  officers,  Companions  Alfred  Davis  and  James 
Thompson,  Grand  Masters  of  the  Second  and  First  Veils 
respectively,  under  circumstances  sudden  and  tragic.  The 
former  was  the  victim  of  an  .automobile  accident,  and 
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Companion  Thompson  passed  away  quietly  while  driving 
home  with  friends  after  spending  a  pleasant  evening  at 
a  lodge  meeting. 

A  number  of  dispensations  requested  of  him  he 
granted  and  a  number  he  declined,  some  of  the  latter 
apparently  to  expedite  Chapter  matters  contrary  to  the 
defined  regulations. 

A  Companion  was  dropped  by  his  Chapter  for  non- 
payment of  dues  in  1886.  The  Chapter  twenty-four 
years  later  was  deprived  of  its  charter ;  the  Companion 
applied  to  the  Grand  Secretary  for  a  certificate,  but  as 
reinstatement  could  only  be  made  through  the  Grand 
Chapter,  under  the  circumstances,  he  so  advised  the  Com- 
panion, and  as  the  latter  had  forwarded  the  amount  of 
dues  in  arrears  he  recommended  the  reinstatement  and 
the  issue  of  the  needed  certificate. 

His  visits  to  the  Chapters  were  numerous,  incidentally 
attending  a  number  of  the  Schools  for  Instruction  and 
meetings  of  the  Board  of  Custodians. 

This  latter,  which  has  care  of  the  ritualistic  working, 
did  most  effective  work  among  the  Chapters,  and  at  their 
meetings  considered  a  number  of  changes  to  be  submit- 
ted for  approval  to  General  Grand  Chapter. 

Yet  the  jurisdiction  is  not  without  its  lazy  or  indiffer- 
ent officers,  just  as  we  know  them  ourselves: 

"  While  some  of  the  Chapters  are  seemingly  inactive,  yet 
many  of  the  Chapters  have  taken  a  new  lease  of  life  and  interest 
is  being  instilled  therein.  This  has  been  a  year  of  experiment, 
but  I  am  sure  that  good  results  have  come  from  it.  and  better 
will  follow. 

"  In  several  Chapters  where  a  visiting  Custodian  went  he 
was  met  with  indifference,  and  it  was  plainly  manifest  that  he 
was  not  welcome.  However,  not  to  be  subdued,  the  visiting 
Custodian  went  about  the  work  at  hand  and  succeeded  in  secur- 
ing a  meeting  of  the  Chapter.  The  officers  and  Companions 
that  attended  said  after  the  school  closed  that  they  were  greatly 
pleased  and  happy  that  he  came  to  help  them." 

He  held  that  a  brother  who  had  a  leg  amputated  be- 
tween the  knee  and  ankle,  although  using  an  artificial 
limb,  is  not  eligible  to  receive  the  Capitular  degrees. 
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In  the  case  of  a  candidate  who  had  been  duly  elected 
to  receive  the  Capitular  degrees  and  presented  himself 
and  received  the  Mark  Master's  degree,  and  before  he 
took  the  succeeding  degree,  an  objection  was  made  to 
advancing  him  further.  He  held  that  the  objector  should 
be  given  a  reasonable  time  to  file  charges  against  the 
candidate,  and  unless  charges  were  sustained  the  Chapter 
would  have  a  right  and  should  proceed  to  confer  the 
remaining  degrees. 

He  also  ruled  against  any  reduction  of  the  statutory 
fee  in  the  case  of  a  clergyman  applicant  for  the  degrees. 

One  of  the  Chapters  he  found  rapidly  on  a  decline 
from  inanition.  He  was  successful  in  bringing  about  a 
change  of  location  to  a  more  populous  centre,  and  where 
many  of  the  members  resided.  Change  of  air  is  having 
its  beneficial  effect.  Dry  rot  had  taken  too  deep  a  hold 
in  another  case,  where  he  found  it  necessary  to  lift  the 
charter  and  property.  To  another  he  gave  a  "  notice 
to  quit." 

R.  E.  Comp.  Alf  Wingate,  who  has  been  Grand  Sec- 
retary for  the  past  twenty-seven  years,  and  whose  duties, 
owing  to  his  illness,  had  been  looked  after  by  M.  E.  Comp. 
W.  F.  Cleveland,  had  a  month  previously  handed  his 
resignation  to  the  Grand  High  Priest,  who  held  it  for  the 
Grand  Chapter's  disposal  with  these  closing  words : 

"  '  Companions,  let  us  be  ever  considerate  of  our  tried  ser- 
vants.' when  conditions  or  circumstances  affects  their  active 
duties  in  their  journey  over  life's  pathway.  '  Masonry  is  a 
world-wide  institution,  possessing  everywhere  a  high  reputa- 
tion for  fidelity  to  brethren,  gratitude  for  faithful  service,  and 
glorious  charity  to  the  unfortunate." 

The  address,  which  was  a  capital  one  throughout  and 
most  impressive,  was  referred  in  the  usual  manner  and 
the  Committee  endorsed  his  official  actions  generally  and 
commended  to  the  Companions  at  large  the  sentiments 
expressed  by  "  one  who  has  labored  long  and  earnestly 
in  the  interests  of  the  Royal  Craft." 

A  supplementary  report  from  the  same  dealt  with  the 
matter  of  the  popular   Grand  .Secretary,   which  recom- 
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mended  the  creation  of  the  office  of  Grand  Secretary 
Emeritus,  that  R.  E.  Comp.  Alf  Wingate  be  elected 
thereto  ad  vitam,  that  the  salary  be  continued  to  him  and 
paid  to  him  monthly.  The  recommendation  was  approved 
and  adopted  by  Grand  thapter  by  a  unanimous  vote. 

M.  E.  Comp.  \V.  F.  Cleveland,  who  by  the  way  has 
our  hearty  congratulations  on  his  election  to  the  position 
of  Grand  Secretary,  and  incidentally  the  jurisdiction  for 
having  secured  his  valuable  services,  was  as  Chairman  of 
the  Correspondence  Committee  entrusted  with  the  duty 
of  reporting  in  the  matter  of  the  communications  received 
touching  the  so-called  Grand  Chapter  of  Alberta.  Here 
is  revealed  an  almost  identical  situation  to  that  of  Indiana, 
and  as  we  have  already  dealt  with  the  question  as  treated 
by  M.  E.  Comp.  Woods,  we  venture  to  request  our  good 
Companion  of  Iowa  to  peruse  Canada's  view  of  the 
matter  as  set  forth  in  our  criticism  of  the  attitude  assumed 
by  that  reviewer,  as  otherwise  it  would  involve  a  retrac- 
ing of  the  same  ground.  The  point  of  similarity  lies  in 
the  easy  acceptance  of  both  that  the  statements  of  the 
insurgent  Companions  are  all  reliable  and  that  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Canada  is  at  fault  in  not  accepting  conditions 
as  circumstances  have  directed.  We  have  shown,  how- 
ever, that  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada  is'  in  an  un- 
doubted and  unassailable  position,  from  which  it  cannot 
recede.  We  think  that  if  Companion  Cleveland  had  de- 
voted as  much  of  his  usually  sound  reasoning  ability  to 
the  just  claims  of  a  recognized  constituted  authority  as 
he  did  to  the  prepared  "  printed  proceedings  "of  the 
organization  he  desires  to  champion,  he  would  have  done 
more  justice  to  his  good  sense.  We  trust,  therefore,  he 
will  not  only  read  our  own  comments  under  Indiana,  but 
further,  suspend  judgment  until  the  situation  is  ventilated 
in  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada.  He  expresses  objection 
to  the  M.  E.  the  Grand  Z.  using  the  words  "  irregular, 
spurious  and  clandestine  "  as  applied  to  the  unauthorized 
organization,  and  adds 

"We  do  not  believe  that  the  facts  justified  the  Grand  Chap- 
ter of  Canada  in  declaring  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Alberta  to  be 
irregular,  spurious,  and  clandestine  for  doing  what  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Canada  did  in  1857,  and  which  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
England  emphatically  objected  to  at  the  time." 
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The  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada,  as  M.  E.  Comp.  Cleve- 
land must  know,  or  if  he  didn't  could  have  easily  in- 
formed himself,  was  established  on  perfectly  legitimate 
lines.  Canada  in  1857  was,  Capitularly  speaking,  unoccu- 
pied territory,  and  the  Grand  Chapter  of  England  did  not, 
because  it  could  not,  object,  emphatically  or  in  any  other 
manner,  to  its  formation.  On  the  contrary,  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  England  was  one  of  the  first  to  accord  recog- 
nition to  Canada,  and  that  long  before  Iowa's  counten- 
ance beamed  smilingly  in  the  same  direction.  It's  a  risky 
thing  to  jump  too  hastily  to  conclusions,  and  when  Com- 
panion Cleveland  states  that  in  the  case  of  the  ^subor- 
dinate action  of  these  misguided  Alberta  Companions  he 
is  "  led  to  the  conclusion  "  that  they  are  entitled  to  recog- 
nition, does  he  realize  what  he  is  doing  with  Canada  ?  In 
making  his  Grand  Chapter  endorse  that  statement  he  is 
placing  Iowa  in  a  very  awkward  position.  As  Canada  has 
several  Chapters  in  Alberta,  with  a  considerable  member- 
ship, will  the  recently  organized  body  be  now  acclaimed 
by  Iowa  as  regular  and  the  legitimate  Grand  Chapter  rele- 
gated to  oblivion?  or  will  Iowa  recognize  two  Grand 
Chapters  in  the  same  territory.    Either  must  go.    Which  ? 

He  says  furthermore : 

"The  desire  of  the  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  that  remote 
Province  to  enjov  the  privileges  and  pleasures  of  governing 
themselves  through  a  Grand  Chapter  of  their  own  is  both  laud- 
able and  praiseworthy." 

Then  why  in  the  name  of  common-sense  and  decency 
did  they  not  ask  for  it  ?  That  omission  simply  puts  them 
"  out  of  court,"  and  the  shady  aspect  of  the  affair  is  that 
they  were  fully  aware  of  its  necessity,  as  their  precious 
"  proceedings "  disclose.  And  those  proceedings  the 
worthy  Companion  Cleveland  had,  after  "  careful  exami- 
nation," expressed  "  belief  "  in  as  being  "  regular  and  in 
order."    O  temp  or  a,  O  mores! 

The  letter  from  the  Grand  First  Principal  of  Canada 
he  brushed  aside  with  a  sigh  of  regret  that  "  the  official 
head  "  could  use  such  "  intemperate  "  language,  and  again 
heaves  another  regretful  sob  to  think  that  "  the  Grand 
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Chapter  of  Canada  "  should  imitate  Scotland's  "  intoler- 
ance "  in  that  country's  relations  with  some  of  the  anti- 
podean Grand  bodies.  A  very  weak  attempt  at  analogy 
that  was  needlessly  superfluous. 

The  "  official  head  "  was  quite  satisfied  that  the  cir- 
cumstances justified  him  in  making  his  declaration.  The 
words  he  employed  were,  he  believed,  aptly  fitted  to  the 
occasion,  and  he  used  them  because  of  the  interpretation 
that  each  conveyed  to  exactly  describe  the  offence.  He 
was  convinced  of  the  stability  of  his  position  and  acted 
in  accordance  with  that  conviction.  Therein  he  demon- 
strated the  difference  between  himself  and  our  Iowa 
Companion. 

Companion  Cleveland's  clearly  expressed  convictions 
are  stated,  but  his  Grand  Chapter  wisely  endorsed  his 
last-moment  recommendation  that  action  be  deferred. 
Clearly  there  lingered  a  doubt  somewhere,  else  it  would 
be  more  consistent  with  the  Companion's  established 
reputation  for  courage  to  have  held  to  his  convictions  or 
never  to  have  set  them  down  at  all.  When  the  story  of 
this  lamentable  episode  comes  to  be  made  known  it  is 
quite  possible  that  the  usually  discriminating  Iowan  re- 
viewer may  see  events  from  a  totally  different  standpoint 
and  will  probably  admit  a  haste  in  arriving  at  a  con- 
clusion. As  in  the  case  of  Indiana,  it  bears  all  the  out- 
ward and  visible  signs  of  deliberate  slight  to  a  sister 
Grand  Chapter,  aggravated  by  the  fact  that  the  latter  has 
yet  to  sit  in  judgment  and  pronounce  its  verdict.  He, 
however,  did  not  venture,  as  did  Indiana,  to  prematurely 
list  the  declared  irregular  body  with  the  recognized  Grand 
Chapters  in  correspondence  with  Iowa. 

With  the  never-failing  courtesy  and  impartial  atten- 
tion which  has  distinguished  his  reviews,  since  many  years 
ago  he  entered  the  arena,  he  again  inspects  closely  our 
doings  for  1914.   Among  other  pertinent  remarks  he  said: 

"  The  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada  has  without  doubt  the  largest 
jurisdiction  of  any  other  in  the  world,  extending  from  the 
Ottawa  river  in  Ontario  to  the  Pacific  Coast  and  northerly  to 
the  Yukon.     Altogether  too  large  for  the  best  interests  of  Capi- 
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tular  Masonry.  As  Canada  continues  to  increase  in  population 
each  province  will  eventually  have  a  Grand  Chapter  of  its  own, 
as  they  should  have. 

"  The  Grand  Z.  in  his  annual  address  strenuously  objects  to 
the  methods  adopted  in  Alberta  to  secure  the  creation  of  a 
Grand  Chapter  before  they  are  numerically  strong  enough  to 
maintain   one." 

He  would  have  materially  assisted  to  a  better  under- 
standing of  that  objection  had  he  quoted  the  Grand  Z.  on 
the  "  methods  adopted,"  and  to  which  that  officer  point- 
edly refers.  It  wTould  further  have  enlightened  his  read- 
ers to  be  made  aware  that  both  the  Grand  Z.  and  his  pre- 
decessor expressed  sympathy  with  the  object  to  be  at- 
tained, provided  the  preliminaries  were  open  and  above- 
board  and  not  carried  on  in  a  clandestine  manner.  The 
warning  was  suggestive  and  timely,  but  unfortunately 
was  not  heeded. 

We  thank  him  for  his  appreciative  and  fraternal  re- 
marks touching  the  writer,  who  little  deserves  them,  but 
who  regards  them  gratefully  as  something  to  recall  with 
pleasure  when  he  has  laid  aside  the  reportorial  quill  in 
favor  of  some  Companion  more  in  harmony  with  modern 
and  accepted  conditions. 

John  W.  Cory,  Spencer,  Grand  High  Priest. 
W.  F.  Cleveland,  Harlan,  Grand  Secretary. 


Ireland 

The  Stated  Convocations  of  the  Grand  Royal  Arch 
Chapter  of  Ireland  are  held  in  Freemasons'  Hall,  Dublin, 
on  the  First  Wednesday  in  the  months  of  February, 
May,  July  and  November. 

The  "  Green  Isle's  "  pamphlet  for  19 13  is  mainly  the 
report  of  the  Grand  Registrar  and  appended  statistics. 
It  gives  us  a  fine  portrait  of  Lord  Muskerry,  who  was 
chosen  to  succeed  the  late  Duke  of  Abercorn  as  M.  E. 
Grand  King.  It  was  on  the  7th  of  May,  191 3,  he  was 
installed  by  M.  E.  Comp.  Richard  Best,  K.C.,  as  Grand 
King  of  Grand  Chapter.  There  was  a  record  attendance 
to  welcome  the  new  head  of  the  Order,  when  not  fewer 
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than  300  Royal  Arch  Masons  were  present.  The  first 
official  act  of  the  newly  installed  King  was  to  appoint 
M.  E.  Comp.  Best  as  his  Deputy. 

Later  in  the  same  month  an  interesting  visit  was  paid 
to  the  Freemasons'  Hall,  Dublin,  by  a  number  of  the 
members  of  The  St.  Patrick  Chapter  No.  145,  Toronto, 
Canada,  who  were  making  a  tour  of  the  British  Isles. 
The  actual  number  of  Companions  in  the  party  was 
eighteen,  and  these  attended  a  Special  Convocation  of  the 
Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Instruction,  when  the 
Registrar,  M.  E.  Dr.  H.  A.  Auchinleck,  illustrated  in  a 
most  instructive  manner  the  ceremony  of  exalting  a  can- 
didate to  the  Royal  Arch  degree,  as  practised  under  the 
Irish   Constitution. 

The  visitors  expressed  themselves,  through  their  First 
Principal,  as  highly  gratified  at  the  working,  and  formally 
presented  the  "  Travelling  Triangle  "  on  behalf  of  The  St. 
Patrick  Chapter.  The  visitors  were  subsequently  enter- 
tained at  a  banquet,  when  120  sat  down  to  dinner,  Lord 
Muskerry,  M.  E.  Grand  King,  presiding. 

At  this  May  Convocation  a  motion  to  donate  £50  to 
the  Masonic  Orphan  Boys'  School  was  carried ;  in  fact, 
each  of  the  four  charities  receives  the  same  sum  annually. 

What  was  thought  to  be  a  forbidden  feature  in  Ire- 
land, viz.,  a  visible  ritual,  was  discussed  on  the  applica- 
tion of  several  Chapters  for  such.  Duplicate  copies  were 
authorized  under  severe  restrictions  as  to  their  custody 
and  preservation. 

At  the  November  Convocation  the  question  of  the 
nomenclature  of  the  Grand  Officers  came  up.  Hitherto 
the  Grand  Officers  have  been  officially  described  as 
"  King  of  Grand  Chapter,"  "  High  Priest  of  Grand 
Chapter,"  and  so  on,  which,  as  was  pointed  out,  conveyed 
no  special  distinction  from  the  holders  of  coresponding 
offices  in  sifbordinate  Chapters.  Accordingly  a  notice  of 
motion  was  given  to  introduce  the  prefix  "  Grand " 
("  Grand  King,"  "  Grand  High  Priest,"  etc.),  which  was 
unanimously  adopted. 
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District  Grand  Chapters  recently  established  have 
been  working  most  satisfactorily,  and  have  more  than 
fulfilled  the  expectations  of  Grand  Chapter  that  they 
would  materially  increase  the  interest  in  Capitular  Mas- 
onry in  the  Provinces. 

Eight  new  warrants  were  issued  in  the  year,  all  in 
the  home  land.  There  are  216  Chapters,  including  a 
number  located  abroad,  but  Ireland's  total  membership 
is  not  disclosed.  The  list  of  members  "  struck  off  the 
roll  "  for  non-payment  of  dues  numbers  just  thirty. 

The  Lord  Muskerry,  Grand  King. 

Henry  E.  Flavelle,  Dublin,  Grand  Registrar. 

Kansas 

Chapters  .  .  94.  Members  .  .  9,794. 

A  pleasing  countenance  to  which  time  has  not  yet 
added  any  of  its  finger  prints  is  presented  to  the  reader 
of  the  volume  recording  the  proceedings  of  the  Forty- 
ninth  Annual  Convocation  in  Topeka,  which  was  opened 
on  the  1 6th  February,  1914.  The  portrait  is  that  of 
Elrick  C.  Cole,  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  who  with  a 
galaxy  of  Capitular  stars  presided  at  said  opening,  and  if 
the  attitude  assumed  by  the  original  in  the  picture  was  at 
all  similar  to  his  Grand  High  Priestly  aspect  when  talking 
to  his  Companions,  one  can  understand  with  what  atten- 
tive expectation  the  weighty  sentences  of  his  address 
were  received. 

"  From  a  struggling  band  scattered  along  the  eastern  border 
of  a  new  State  whose  baptism  was  of  blood  and  whose  prairies 
were  an  unbroken  wilderness,  we  have  almost  reached  the  ten 
thousand  mark,  and  our  Chapters,  finely  equipped  and  earnest 
in  their  labors,  reach  the  limits  of  this  Grand  Jurisdiction  in 
every  direction.  One  more  year  and  the  half-century  mark  will 
be  reached,  and  if  the  gain  in  membership  keeps  pace  with  that 
of  the  past  few  years  the  ten  thousand  mark  will  be  passed  when 
next  we  gather." 

The  removal  of  Grand  Chaplain  Rev.  H.  Percy  Silver 
to  West  Point,  N.Y.,  created  a  vacancy  which  was  filled 
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by  the  appointment  of  Rev.  Robert  K.  Pooley,  who  had 
been  duly  installed. 

Two  Chapters  were  constituted  and  one  U.  D.  insti- 
tuted. His  observations  as  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  led  him  to  weigh  the  value  of  the  Chapter  system 
of  District  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest  with  that  prac- 
tised in  the  Symbolic  Craft,  and  not  to  the  advantage  of 
the  former.  Indeed,  he  ventured  the  opinion  that,  as 
applied  to  Grand  Chapter,  the  system  could  not  succeed 
by  reason  of  the  greater  territory  embraced  in  its  districts 
as  compared  with  those  of  Grand  Lodge.  He  was  thus 
forced  to  the  conclusion  that  the  abolition  of  the  District 
Deputy  in  favor  of  a  better  method  of  superintendence 
would  be  a  beneficial  change. 

He  appealed  to  the  Chapters,  on  receipt  of  a  request 
from  Ohio,  on  behalf  of  the  flood  sufferers,  and  their 
response  aggregated  $638.00.  Soon  after  he  was  appealed 
to  by  the  General  Grand  High  Priest,  who  urged  the 
needs  of  other  States  similarly  afflicted.  He  did  not  again 
call  on  the  Chapters,  but  levied  on  the  Grand  Chapter's 
strong  box  to  the  extent  of  $250.00.  His  action  was 
endorsed. 

Taking  advantage  of  the  visit  of  the  General  Grand 
High  Priest  to  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Missouri  in  April, 
an  invitation  to  drop  across  the  border  and  spend  an 
evening  with  the  Kansas  Companions  was  sent  to  the 
illustrious  Companion.  The  M.  E.  Companion  Witt 
accepted  and  the  Topeka  Companions  gave  him  a  royal 
welcome. 

He  made  a  number  of  visitations,  one  of  which  neces- 
sitated a  car  drive  of  100  miles,  and  as  the  return  involved 
a  like  pilgrimage  he  felt  "  that  Capitular  Masonry  in 
Kansas  meant  a  great  deal,"  but  then  he  saw  good  work 
and  enjoyed  a  "  splendid  "  banquet. 

The  fee  in  Kansas  for  special  dispensations  is,  it 
seems,  not  a  fixed  amount,  but  may  be  much,  little  or 
nothing  at  all  at  the  discretion  of  the  dispensator.  He 
stated  that  ten  were  requested  during  the  year.     Four  of 
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them  were  granted  without  money  and  without  price,  in 
five  cases  a  fee  of  five  dollars  each  was  paid,  and  in  one 
two  dollars  was  the  tariff.  If  the  Grand  High  Priest's 
judgment  is  permitted  full  stretch  it  is  quite  possible  the 
discretionary  power  may  possess  a  more  than  seeming 
value. 

Grand  Secretary  Wilson  in  a  very  comprehensive 
report  expressed  gratification  that  all  dues  had  been  paid 
by  the  Chapters  in  full,  a  state  of  things  that  enabled  him 
to  present  an  accurate  financial  statement.  A  curious 
Committee  later,  aware  of  a  time  limit  applied  by  enact- 
ment to  the  Chapter  Secretary,  while  not  disputing  the 
Grand  Secretary's  plain  statement  of  fact,  found  that  five 
of  the  Chapters  had  exceeded  the  time  given  them  and 
thus  forfeited  their  representation  at  the  Annual  Convo- 
cation. The  Committee  further  deponed  that,  while  the 
Grand  Secretary's  testimony  as  to  the  returns  was  un- 
deniable, the  result  was  "  only  accomplished  by  telegraph- 
ing and  appealing  to  the  Grand  High  Priest  for  assist- 
ance." 

It  is  recalled  that  the  Grand  Secretary  of  a  certain 
populous  jurisdiction  a  few  years  ago  reported  in  similar 
terms  and  bespattered  the  Scribes  with  adulation  for  con- 
tributing to  so  happy  a  result.  The  incident  even  then 
drew  expressions  of  doubt  from  not  a  few  of  the  doubt- 
ing Thomases  who  have  the  privilege  of  criticizing,  and 
all  of  whom  put  the  pertinent  query  "  How  was  it  done?  " 
and  one  went  so  far  as  to  suggest  a  special  ribbon  decora- 
tion after  the  fashion  of  the  Legion  of  Honor. 

They  were  relating  anecdotes  of  the  great  Bonaparte 
and  the  value  placed  on  the  coveted  ribbon  during  his 
time.  The  Emperor,  it  was  said,  met  one  day  an  old  one- 
armed  veteran,  whom  he  halted  and  abruptly  asked  where 
he  had  lost  his  arm. 

"  At  Austerlitz,  sire." 

"  And  were  you  not  decorated?" 

"  No,  sire." 
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"  Then,"  said  Napoleon,  "  here  is  my  own  cross  for 
you ;  I  make  you  a  Chevalier." 

"  Your  Majesty  makes  me  a  Chevalier  because  I  have 
lost  one  arm !  What  would  your  Majesty  do  if  I  had  lost 
both?"  said  the  old  fellow. 

"  Oh,  in  that  case  I  should  have  made  you  an  officer 
of  the  Legion." 

Whereupon  the  veteran  immediately  drew  his  sword 
and  cut  off  liis  other  arm. 

Now  to  express  doubt  as  to  the  narrator's  veracity 
would  be  impolite,  but  his  hearers  were  as  one  in  ejacu- 
lating "  How  did  he  do  it?  " 

The  Grand  High  Priest's  recommendation  that  the 
office  and  duties  of  District  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest  be 
abolished  found  favour,  as  was  also  a  suggestion  by  him 
for  a  uniform  method  in  the  "  reception  of  visitors." 

There  is  much  to  learn  and  very  little  to  adversely 
criticize  in  Kansas'  methods ;  everything  seems  to  be, 
began,  continued  and  ended  in  order.  The  volume  con- 
cludes with  a  capital  review  of  the  Grand  Chapters,  the 
careful  work  of  M.  E.  Companion  Mathew  M.  Miller,  one 
of  the  senior  Past  Grand  High  Priests  of  the  jurisdiction, 
and  therefore  wise  in  experience.  From  his  pronounced 
leaning  to  Companions  of  the  legal  profession,  one  is  apt 
to  conclude  that  he  is  a  "  limb  "  himself.  Under  Canada, 
191 3,  he  quotes  the  Grand  Z.  on  the  playfulness  of  the 
average  correspondent,  but  he  apparently  recognizes  a 
discordant  note  in  the  former's  suggestion  of  "  a  table 
with  something  on  it  "  being  conducive  to  good  fellow- 
ship, and  he  generously  offers  himself  as  "  retained  for 
the  defence."  The  implied  assumption,  we  fancy,  will 
invoke  amused  comment  in  certain  circles  where  the 
"  suggestor  "  is  best  known.  It  should  be  explained  that 
the  introduction  of  "  major  and  minor  adjuncts  "  had  no 
place  in  the  indictment. 
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"  Correspondents  generally  are  abstemious  in  their  eating, 
and  'the  major  and  minor  adjuncts'  are  not  necessary  con- 
comitants toward  the  make-up  of  a  jolly  good  fellow.  The 
jolliest  and  best  of  good  fellows  we  know  in  Kansas  never  use 
either.  Mark  Twain  once  said  to  three  young  gentlemen  who 
tendered  the  hospitalities  of  a  table  with  '  something  on  it, 
including  the  adjuncts  minor  and  major':  'I  cannot  eat  at  this 
time,  I  don't  drink,  and  I  have  given  up  smoking;  but  if  you 
gentlemen  wish  to  do  me  a  real  kindness  you  can  do  it  by  help 
ing  me  kill  time — as  much  time  as  possible — until  my  train 
comes — that  is  until  you  get  too  sleepy  to  stand  it  any  longer.' 
It  was  3  a.m.  when  we  said  'Good  Morning'  to  the  jolliest  good 
fellow  we  ever  met,  and  the  two  who  survive  yet  have  it  marked 
down  as  the  most  enjoyable  occasion  of  their  lives — '  for  men 
only.'     Mark's  symposium,  to  our  regret,  lasted  only  five  hours." 

The  report  is  one  to  catch  and  hold  the  studious 
reader,  and  the  good  Companions  of  Kansas  who  enjoy 
a  quiet  symposium  of  a  profitable  nature  without  "  ad- 
juncts "  are  hereby  recommended  to  spend  an  evening 
with  Companion  Miller  and  they  will  enjoy  the  recollec- 
tion even  as  he  recalled  his  enjoyment  of  the  Mark  Twain 
episode. 

Marion  K.  Brundage,  Russell,  Grand  High  Priest. 
Albert  K.  Wilson,  Topeka,  Grand  Secretary. 

Louisiana 

Chapters  .  .  36.  Members  .  .  3,533. 

The  General  Grand  High  Priest,  M.  E.  Companion 
Bernard  G.  Witt,  or  as  some  are  pleased  to  call  him,  "  the 
head  of  Capitular  Masonry  in  the  United  States,"  jour- 
neyed from  Kentucky  to  be  present  according  to  promise 
at  the  Sixty-seventh  Annual  Grand  Convocation  of 
Louisiana's  most  excellent  Grand  Chapter  in  New 
Orleans'  Masonic  Temple  on  February  3rd,  191 4.  Need- 
less to  add,  the  distinguished  visitor  received  a  cordial 
greeting  from  the  officers  and  Companions  present,  voiced 
in  words  of  hospitable  welcome  by  the  Grand  High 
Priest,  M,  E.  Comp.  Will  Moss,  and  a  nicely  prepared 
address  by  the  Grand  Chaplain,  M.  E.  Companion  Rev. 
Herman  C.  Duncan. 
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Past  Grand  High  Priest  Hugh  Breen,  who  presided 
in  1870;  Grand  Treasurer  Henry  B.  Schreiber  and  Grand 
King  Simcoe  Walmsley,  noted  and  worthy  Companions, 
were  during  the  year  called  by  death,  and  their  records 
were  severally  enumerated  by  the  Grand  High  Priest  in 
his  annual  address. 

He  regretted  that  business  cares  prevented  his  visiting 
more  Chapters  than  his  opportunities  afforded,  but,  like 
many  others,  he  recommended  his  successor  to  do  what 
he  had  found  impossible.  Yet  he  gave  an  earnest  of 
good  intention  by  frequently  mingling  with  the  Compan- 
ions of  the  city  Chapters  and  dropping  in  on  some  eight 
others,  located  elsewhere. 

Louisiana  recently  adopted  the  General  Grand's  ritual, 
but  it  seems  that  some  of  the  Chapters  find  it  difficult  to 
break  away  from  their  former  working.  The  G.  H.  P. 
urged  a  strict  compliance  with  Grand  Chapter's  decision, 
the  better  to  secure  uniformity. 

A  new  Chapter  was  instituted  by  him  at  Mansfield  is 
June,  and  in  the  intervening  months  had  exalted  sixty 
Companions.  He  recommended  a  charter.  Five  others 
were  applied  for,  but  too  late  in  the  year  to  be  acted  upon. 
He  urged  a  careful  study  of  prospects  in  each  case  before 
deciding,  adding  with  much  truth : 

"  '  In  unity  there  is  strength  '  is  as  applicable  in  this  case  as 
in  many  others,  and  one  that  can  be  advantageously  employed 
in  granting  dispensations  where  the  conditions  do   not  justify." 

Grand  Secretary  Lambert's  statistics  show  a  net  gain 
of  160  in  the  membership,  while  the  Finance  Committee 
recommended  the  investment  of  three  thousand  dollars 
in  "  good  interest  bearing  bonds." 

In  eighteen  pages  of  the  appendix  to  the  volume  of 
Proceedings  is  comprised  M.  E.  Companion  Duncan's 
review  of  the  Grand  Chapters.  "  Circumstances  beyond 
his  control  "  prevented  its  appearance  last  year,  his  in- 
tended twentieth.  An  extract  from  the  Grand  Z.'s  ad- 
dress noting  the  strength  in  Chapters  and  membership 
and  a  personal  comment  on  why  he  hesitated  to  extend 
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recognition  to  a  newly  formed  "  Grand  "  Chapter,  em- 
braces what  he  deemed  worthy  of  notice  in  Canada  for 

1913.  The  review,  however,  is  of  such  attenuated  pro- 
portions that  it  does  neither  Companion  Duncan's  indus- 
try or  ability  the  justice  they  merit.  Absence  of  the  same 
virtue  might  well  be  described  in  another  report  which 
has  to  deal  with  this  same  onerous  duty  and  its  merits, 
and  which  might  well  be  considered  worthy  of  amend- 
ment. 

Edward  Everett,  Farmerville,  Grand  High  Priest. 
Richard  Lambert,  New  Orleans,  Grand  Secretary. 

Maine 

Chapters  .  .  63.  Members  .  .   10,357. 

"  During  the  past  twelve  months  we  have  been  generally 
prosperous,  but  not  uniformly  so;  a  few  Chapters  have  been 
marking  time,    while  others   have   advanced   with   rapid   strides." 

What  the  Grand  High  Priest  says  of  Maine  might 
with  reasonable  aptitude  fit  the  most  of  the  jurisdictions 
in  correspondence  with  this.  It  is  not  in  some  Chapters 
to  command  success,  while  others  seem  to  advance  with- 
out apparent  effort.  There  is  much  to  be  expected  of  the 
"  men  behind  the  gun,"  a  confidence,  more  often  than  not, 
misplaced. 

Maine  is  not  alone  in  its  experience,  but  Maine's  has 
been  a  lengthy  one  and  has  had  abundant  opportunity  to 
gather  wisdom  from  it.  It  was  the  Eighty-ninth  Annual 
Convocation  that  assembled  at  Portland  on  the  5th  May, 

1914,  and  but  six  of  the  sixty-two  Chapters  were  un- 
represented. 

There  were  also  dutifully  present  thirty-seven  of  the 
Grand  Representatives,  M.  E.  Comp.  Winfield  S.  Hinck- 
ley answering  for  Canada  as  usual. 

Grand  High  Priest  Frank  J.  Cole,  after  the  opening 
preliminaries,  addressed  the  Companions  and  feelingly 
referred  to  the  death,  a  few  days  previously,  of  Comp. 
Willard  F.  Hicks,  Chairman  of  the  Finance  Committee 
of  Grand  Chapter.    He  was  a  devoted  Mason. 
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Speaking  of  the  Chapters,  he  said  most  were  well 
fixed,  especially  in  the  financial  department,  but  there 
was  a  disinclination  apparently  to  pay  dues  promptly.  He 
appealed  to  the  Companions  to  aid  the  secretaries  by 
practising  punctuality. 

The  reports  of  the  visiting  officers  showed  that  they 
had  been  faithful  to  their  trust  and  diligent  in  the  dis- 
charge of  their  duties.  Commendation  was  given  where 
due,  advice  and  encouragement  where  needed,  and  cor- 
rections made  where  necessary.  This  has  been  done  in  a 
fraternal  spirit  and  has  been  received  in  like  manner  by 
the  officers  and  members  of  the  Chapters.  The  effect  of 
their  labors  can  have  but  one  result,  that  of  maintaining 
the  high  standard  and  uniformity  of  work  that  exists. 

He  had  three  applications  for  new  Chapters,  but  de- 
ferred action  for  the  decision  of  Grand  Chapter. 

A  number  of  questions  were  asked,  but  they  had  all 
been  answered  so  many  times  before  that  he  did  not  deem 
them  of  sufficient  importance  to  mention,  demonstrating 
that  experience  brings  wisdom. 

His  visitations  to  Chapters  by  himself  and  colleagues 
were  frequent  and  profitable  to  the  visited,  and  in  con- 
cluding he  said :  "  The  present  satisfactory  condition  of 
the  Capitular  Rite  in  Maine  is  not  due  to  any  one  Com- 
panion nor  to  any  particular  administration,  but  to  the 
combined  wisdom  of  a  long  line  of  Grand  High  Priests, 
who  have  given  freely  of  their  time  and  skill  to  lay  the 
foundations  good  and  strong." 

The  Grand  Secretary  reported  a  net  gain  for  the  year 
of  206,  and  the  Grand  Treasurer's  statement  showed  a 
decidedly  healthy  condition. 

A  motion  to  present  the  retiring  Past  Grand  High 
Priest  annually  with  something  more  substantial  than  a 
vote  of  thanks  was  referred  to  a  special  committee. 

Companion  W.  D.  Patterson  again  furnishes  a  capital 
review  of  the  Grand  Chapters,  from  which  Canada  is 
once  more  missing.    He  thus  explains  the  omission : 
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"  In  compiling  this,  my  second  Correspondence  report,  I 
have  read  and  noticed  in  alphabetical  order  all  the  reports  re- 
ceived during  the  year,  excepting  that  from  Canada,  which  was 
received  30th  March,  too  late  for  insertion  in  the  order  named, 
.and  inasmuch  as  Comp.  Bennett,  Canada's  able  reporter,  states 
that  Canada  'was  squeezed  out'  last  year,  although  it  really 
had  deserved  notice  in  the  place  usually  reserved  for  it,  I  have 
decided  to  defer  fuller  notice  of  the  1914  report  until  my  next.'-' 

Wallace  N.  Price,  Richmond,  Grand  High  Priest. 

Stephen  Berry,  Portland,  Grand  Secretary. 

Maryland 

Chapters  .  .  24.  Members  .  .  3,857.. 

Gustav'A.  Eitel,  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  presided 
at  the  opening  of  the  One  hundred  and  sixteenth  Annual 
Convocation  at  Baltimore  on  the  evening  of  November 
20th,  191 3. 

Two  valued  officers  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter 
were  introduced  and  fittingly  welcomed,  M.  E.  Com- 
panions Geo.  E.  Carson  of  Washington,  D.C.,  Deputy 
General  Grand  High  Priest,  and  John  M.  Carter  of 
Maryland,  General  Grand  Treasurer.  The  latter  is  also 
Canada's  worthy  representative,  and  as  such  responded 
eloquently  as  usual  on  behalf  of  his  colleagues  to  the 
words  of  greeting  addressed  to  the  corps  diplomatique 
by  the  Grand  High  Priest. 

The  latter's  address  to  the  assembled  Companions  was 
necessarily  brief,  for,  as  he  remarked  at  the  outset,  his 
official  acts  were  few  and  his  duties  merely  routine. 
Having  expressed  gratitude  for  the  many  blessings 
vouchsafed  by  the  Giver  of  all  Good,  he  directed  atten- 
tion to  the  losses  recorded  by  death,  notably  the  passing 
of  that  eminent  Mason,  Edward  T.  Schultz,  at  the  ripe 
age  of  86  years, 

"  after  a  life-long  labor  in  the  interest  of  the  Craft  in  our  State. 
How  well  he  performed  his  work,  as  historian  and  correspon- 
dence writer,  we  all  know,  and  it  may  be  years  before  another 
will  be  able  to  take  the  place  among  us  made  vacant  by  his 
death." 
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The  memorial  sent  out  to  the  Companions  subsequent 
to  the  events  consequent  on  the  removal  of  an  esteemed 
and  beloved  Companion  contained  the  following: 

"  He  published  his  '  History  of  Freemasonry  in  Maryland  ' 
in  1888.  This  is  considered  the  masterpiece  of  his  life  work  and 
involved  an  arduous  labor  of  nearly  eight  years.  He  has  been 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Correspondence  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  since  1887  and  of  this  Grand  Chapter  since  1876,  and  is 
the  last  survivor  but  one  of  the  Masonic  Correspondents  that 
held  their  meeting  in  Baltimore  in  September,  1871 — Comp. 
Henry  Robertson  of  Canada,  if  still  alive,  being  the  other. 
Comp.  Schultz  was  totally  blind  for  over  fifteen  years  and  had 
to  prepare  his  reports  by  the  aid  of  an  amanuensis.  His  mem- 
ory of  dates  and  facts  was  wonderful,  and  his  mind  as  active  as 
fifty  years  ago,  up  to  the  beginning  of  his  last  illness." 

The  Grand  High'  Priest  attended  the  special  Convo- 
cation of  Druid  Chapter,  No.  28,  held  for  the  reception 
of  "  The  Travelling  Triangle,"  which  was  delivered  by 
Columbia  Chapter,  No.  1,  Washington,  D.C.  All  the  offi- 
cers of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  the  District  of  Columbia 
were  present,  and  Oriental  room  was  taxed  to  its  limit  to 
accommodate  the  attendance  on  that  occasion. 

Accompanied  by  Grand  officers,  he  visited  all  the 
Chapters  in  Baltimore  and  Salem,  No.  18,  at  Cumber- 
land ;  Mount  Vernon,  No.  25,  at  Annapolis ;  Ohr,  No.  26, 
at  Frostburg;  Ithiel,  No.  27,  at  Hagerstown ;  Garfield, 
No.  30,  at  Lonaconing ;  Edenton,  No.  36,  at  Denton ; 
Maryland,  No.  38,  at  Kensington,  and  Belvidere,  No.  39, 
at  Arlington. 

The  Grand  Lecturer's  and  Grand  Inspector's  reports 
were  very  encouraging  and  indicated  a  condition  of  pro- 
gress and  healthy  emulation  in  the  Chapters  generally. 

The  R.  E.  Grand  Secretary  was  directed  to  send  a 
message  of  sympathy  and  affection  to  M.  E.  Companion 
Columbus  C.  Isaacs,  P.G.H.P.,  who  was  confined  to  his 
home  with  serious  illness,  and  thoughtfully,  too,  the  beau- 
tiful flowers  that  decorated  the  Grand  East  were  also 
ordered  sent  to  the  home  of  the  beloved  Companion  at 
the  close  of  the  Convocation. 
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The  Committee  on  the  Address  referring  to  the  G.  H. 
P.'s  visit  to  the  special  Convocation  of  Druid  Chapter  to 
receive  the  Travelling  Triangle  said  of  the  incident : 

"  We  note  the  progress  through  our  State  of  The  Travel- 
ling Triangle.'  or  rather  its  entrance  into  our  borders,  and  pre- 
sume that  ere  this  the  Companions  of  Druid  Chapter  have  sped 
the  traveller  on  its  way.'  May  it  safely  continue  its  peregrina- 
tion and  eventually  return  safely  to  its  home  in  Canada  after  its 
world  wide  roaming." 

The  Financial  and,  indeed,  all  other  reports  spoke 
eloquently  of  the  judicious  care  of  matters  Capitular  in 
the  jurisdiction. 

A  souvenir,  consisting  of  a  keystone  made  from  a 
stone  taken  from  King  Solomon's  Quarries  near  Jeru- 
salem, was  presented  by  Comp.  H.  O.  Reese,  P.  G.  P. 
of  one  of  the  Baltimore  Chapters,  and  accepted  with 
thanks  by  Comp.  Thos.  J.  Shryock,  Grand  Scribe,  on 
behalf  of  the  Masonic  Museum.  On  the  face  of  the  key- 
stone is  a  representation  in  bas-relief  of  King  Solomon's 
Temple,  and  on  the  back  in  a  circle  the  letters  H.  T.  W. 
S.  S.  T.  K.  S. 

Grand  Chapter  adopted  as  a  standing  regulation  a 
resolution  to  the  effect  that  the  Treasurers  of  subordinate 
Chapters  be  required  to  deposit  the  funds  of  the  Chapter 
in  a  banking  institution  selected  by  the  Chapter,  in  the 
name  of  the  Chapter,  and  subject  to  the  order  of  the 
Treasurer  or  other  officer  or  officers. 

Now  that  is  the  kind  of  law  making  that  in  the  opinion 
of  more  than  this  writer  should  be  left  to  the  subordinate 
Chapter  to  incorporate  in  its  regulations,  subject  to  ap- 
proval of  course. 

Comp.  Rev.  Henry  Branch  took  up  the  Correspon- 
dence pen  laid  down  for  ever  by  the  learned  and  vener- 
able Edward  T.  Schultz.  A  cordial  welcome  is  assured 
him.     He  thus  introduces  himself: 

''Your  Chairman  recognizes  the  position  he  now  holds  as 
the  highest  honor  ever  enjoyed  by  him.  All  too  conscious,  as  he 
is,   that  the  painful  contrast   in  this   report  can   only  be  atoned 
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for  by  the  earnest  wish  to  be  recognized  as  one  who  sat  at  the 
feet  of  one  of  the  great  men  of  his  day,  and  one  of  the  Quatuor 
Coronati,  now  one  of  the  great  men  of  all  time. 

"  Your  Chairman  has  not  entered  the  field  of  controversy 
nor  of  speculation,  but  taking  the  several  reports  submitted,  he 
has  grasped  now  and  then  an  interesting  fact  or  feature  of 
historic  interest,  and  so,  it  may  be,  gratify  some  desire  to  know 
what  other  Companions  are  doing  in  your  line  of  work. 

"  Capitular  Masonry  never  seemed  so  interesting  and  essen- 
tial to  the  integrity  and  perfection  of  Masonic  character  as  it 
now  appears,  and"  that  you  may  share  in  this  result  of  an 
imperfect  study  of  its  history  in  the  past  few  years  is  the  earnest 

wish  of  " 

And  on  the  lines  he  indicates  he  proceeds,  compiling 
an  eighty-page  review  of  interest,  in  which  Canada,  for 
some  unrevealed  reason,  is  overlooked. 

Eugene  Hammond,  Cumberland,  Grand  High  Priest. 

John  H.  Miller,  Baltimore,  Grand  Secretary. 

Massachusetts 

Chapters  .  .  82.  Members  .  .  24,165. 

A  special  Convocation  to  constitute  Amherst  Chap- 
ter, which  was  granted  its  charter  in  the  previous  Decem- 
ber, was  summoned  to  meet  at  the  Masonic  Hall  at 
'Amherst  on  February  13th,  191 3,  and  under  the  presid- 
ing rule  of  M.  E.  Eugene  A.  Holton,  Grand  High  Priest, 
that  interesting  ceremony  was  conducted  with  character- 
istic decorum  and  care. 

The  first  Quarterly  at  Boston  in  March  was  favored 
with  the  usual  gratifying  attendance.  Announcement 
was  made  of  the  death  of  Companion  John  R.  Kimball, 
Grand  Tyler,  and  the  appointment  of  a  successor.  The 
Committee  on  the  Grand  High  Priest's  address  paid  mer- 
ited tribute  to  the  value  of  Past  Grand  High  Priest  Bur- 
rage's  devotion  to  the  Chapters  as  a  stimulating  success. 
With  the  recommendation  that  the  position  of  Grand 
Representative  be  filled  from  the  ranks  of  the  Past  High 
Priests  and  not  preferably  from  the  permanent  members 
of  Grand  Chapter  the  Committee  hesitated  to  agree. 
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"  We  think  such  action  would  be  making  an  unwise  dis- 
crimination. In  the  past  it  has  been  the  practice  of  the  presiding 
Grand  High  Priest  to  make  selection  and  recommend  for  such 
Grand  Representative  some  zealous,  well-informed  Companion 
who  would  properly  represent  a  sister  Grand  Chapter,  whether 
he  be  a  permanent  member  of  this  Grand  Chapter  or  a  Past 
High  Priest  of  a  subordinate  Chapter,  qualification  only  being 
considered." 

Almost  imperceptibly  the  position  of  Grand  Repre- 
sentative is  assuming  an  importance  belonging  to  it  by 
right,  and  as  the  Craft  increases  in  strength  and  influence 
the  office  must  necessarily  call  for  superior  attainments. 
Recent  experience  compels  admiration,  from  this  writer, 
for  the  sentiment  expressed  by  the  Committee. 

A  proposed  amendment  to  the  regulations  providing 
for  a  clear  exposition  of  the  shape,  form,  colors  and 
symbolic  adornments  of  the  apron  to  be  worn  in  Chap- 
ters, was  approved,  with  an  additional  recommendation 
that  the  apron  for  Grand  officers  be  similarly  defined  and 
described. 

M.  E.  Comp.  Burrage  then  addressed  the  Grand 
Chapter  in  behalf  of  R.  E.  Comp.  Edward  P.  Hatch, 
Grand  Treasurer,  stating  that  his  illness  would  preclude 
the  possibility  of  his  performing  the  duties  of  the  office 
of  Grand  Treasurer,  to  which  he  was  elected  and  in- 
stalled at  the  Annual  Convocation  in  December,  19 12, 
and  stated  that,  on  behalf  of  Companion  Hatch,  he  had 
been  authorized  to  present  his  resignation,  which  was 
accepted,  and  the  Grand  High  Priest  was  authorized  to 
appoint  a  Treasurer  pro  tent. 

The  General  Grand  High  Priest,  M.  E.  Comp.  Ber- 
nard G.  Witt,  of  Kentucky,  with  several  distinguished 
Craftsmen  from  Rhode  Island,  were  announced  as  visi- 
tors and  were  received  in  truly  cordial  manner.  The 
former  made  an  earnest  and  touching  response  to  the 
Grand  High  Priest's  words  of  greeting,  which  was  lis- 
tened to  by  a  most  appreciative  audience. 

Before  the  formal  closing  of  Grand  Chapter  a  recep- 
tion was  held  and  the  Massachusetts  Companions  were 
personally  introduced  to  the  distinguished  visitors. 
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At  the  June  Quarterly,  which  was  likewise  well  at- 
tended, there  was  little  to  engage  the  Grand  Chapter 
beyond  the  election  of  a  Grand  Treasurer.  M.  E.  Comp. 
Frederic  T.  Comee,  whose  appointment  pro  tern  by  the 
Grand  High  Priest  was  confirmed  in  the  position  by  the 
unanimous  vote  of  Grand  Chapter  and  duly  installed  into 
office. 

"A  most  entertaining  illustrated  lecture  on  "  The 
Holy  Land,"  by  E.  Comp.  Harvey  N.  Shepard,  absorbed 
the  attention  of  the  Companions  until  the  banquet  was 
announced. 

The  Committee  on  Paraphernalia  was  ready  with  its 
report  when  the  September  Quarterly  convened,  and  a 
set  of  aprons  under  the  approved  design  was  authorized 
for  Grand  Chapter,  to  be  ready  for  use  at  the  Annual 
Convocation  in  December. 

Memorials  to  worthy  Companions  who  had  "  crossed 
the  bar  "  since  the  previous  Convocation,  and  R.  W.  Bro. 
Melvin  M.  Johnson,  P.  S.  W.  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  deliv- 
ered a  most  instructive  lecture  on  "  The  Lost  Word," 
and  was  deservedly  accorded  an  enthusiastic  vote  of 
thanks. 

The  One  hundred  and  fifteenth  Annual  Convocation 
was  opened  in  Ample  Form  on  the  morning  of  December 
9th  in  the  Ionic  Hall  of  Boston's  Masonic  Temple,  with 
a  fairly  complete  official  roster  supporting  the  M.  E. 
Grand  High  Priest,  Comp.  E.  A.  Holton.  The  forenoon 
and  a  goodly  portion  of  the  afternoon  was  devoted  to  a 
most  careful  exemplification  of  the  degrees,  the  actual 
working  absorbing  about  six  hours,  and  a  well-employed 
recess  was  taken  until  after  dinner,  when  Grand  Chapter 
resumed  at  7  p.m. 

The  Returns  Committee  announced  a  net  gain  in 
membership  of  678,  and  equally  satisfactory  was  that 
from  the  Auditing  Committee,  which  showed  a  balance 
in  cash  and  securities  of  nearly  $41,000. 

The  Grand  High  Priest's  address,  apart  from  his 
dutiful  mention  of  the  illustrious  dead,  was  mainly  con- 
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fined  to  his  official  acts,  and  its  reading  was  soon  disposed 
of.  He  directed  attention  to  the  diversity  of  the  period 
of  year  selected  by  so  many  of  the  Chapters  for  their 
Annual  meeting  and  advised  a  change  so  as  to  harmonize 
with  the  period  fixed  for  sending  in  the  returns  to 
Grand  Chapter. 

The  marked  growth  of  the  Capitular  rite  was,  he  said, 
a  matter  for  congratulation,  if  the  material  measured  up 
to  the  standard  required. 

The  Paraphernalia  Committee  was  on  hand  with  its 
report  and  also  the  regalia  which  had  been  donned  by  the 
Grand  Officers.  The  report  defined  the  material,  colors 
and  symbols  for  each  rank  and  appeared  to  give  ample 
satisfaction. 

The  election  of  officers  was  conducted  with  the  usual 
harmony  and  unanimity.  As  on  former  similar  occasions, 
the  Grand  High  Priest  was  honored  with  a  second  term, 
a  compliment  he  acknowledged  in  suitable  terms. 

M.  E.  Companion  Frederic  T.  Comee  furnishes  his 
second,  and  equally  welcome,  review  of  the  Grand  Chap- 
ters. Of  course  it  was  just  as  good,  perhaps  better,  than 
his  initial  achievement,  but  then  he  is  not  writing  for 
any  beyond  his  own  critical  community,  and  it  goes  with- 
out saying  that  where  Massachusetts  sets  its  approving 
mark  outside  expectation  will  not  be  disappointed,  even 
if  the  additional  cares  of  office  and  the  responsibilities  of 
a  plethoric  exchequer  prove  a  possible  handicap. 

We  were  pleased  to  note  that  he  is  in  accord  with  the 
regulation,  as  in  Arizona,  that  the  "  solitary  objector  " 
to  a  candidate's  advancement  must  furnish  something 
more  than  his  objection  to  stay  the  latter's  progress. 

He  gives  to  Canada,  191 3,  seven  pages  of  his  generous 
and  courteous  attention,  taking  the  chief  features  in  the 
Grand  Z.'s  address,  the  reports  of  Committees  and  that 
on  Correspondence.  To  Colorado's  remarks  on  the  ques- 
tion of  soliciting  candidates  he  pertinently  says :  "  I  con- 
sider a  membership  resulting  from  compulsion  very  much 
more  undesirable  than  one  secured  by  solicitation." 
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The  "  Texas  plan,"  or  the  movement  to  compel  ac- 
ceptance of  the  Cryptic  degrees  by  the  Chapter  Mason,  as 
part  of  the  system,  he  deprecates,  and  with  good  reason: 

"  I  cannot  see  any  reason  for  a  Grand  Chapter  forcing  a 
Companion  to  take  a  degree  of  another  Order,  which  he  may  not 
want,  purely  to  benefit  that  other  Order,  which  has  been  unable 
to  secure  that  prerequisite  legislation  from  a  higher  body." 

"  And  I  can  see  no  reason  for  a  Grand  Chapter  taking  the 
Cryptic  degrees  under  its  protecting  wing  simply  because  the 
Council  members  have  not  sufficient  interest,  or  ambition,  or 
energy,  to  do  the  necessary  work  to  make  their  degrees  so 
attractive  that  no  outside  assistance  is  necessary." 

With  all  of  which  we  are  in  hearty  agreement,  but 
then  the  agitation  is  of  a  piece  with  the  craze  for  super- 
fluous legislation  that  has  been  so  noticeable  in  recent 
years  and  has  already  accomplished  results  sufficient  to 
make  the  old  fogies  of  the  Craft  gape  in  alarmed  aston- 
ishment. Yet  their  advocates  vigorously  defend  such 
innovating  tendency  and  call  it  "  progress." 

"  Dutch  William,"  shortly  after  his  landing  in  Eng- 
land, harangued  a  Portsmouth  crowd  and  said  in  his 
imperfect  English :  "  We  are  come  for  your  goot — for  all 
your  goots."  Being  told  of  the  incident,  Dean  Swift  re- 
marked, "  a  universal  principle  of  all  governments,  but, 
like  most  other  truths,  only  told  by  mistake." 

Eugene  A.  Holton,  Boston,  Grand  High  Priest. 
J.  Gilman  Waite,  Boston,  Grand  Secretary. 

Michigan 

Chapters  .  .  152.  Members  .  .  23,264. 

The  neatly  printed  and  carefully  compiled  volume 
from  our  near  friend  and  neighbor  leads  off  with  an 
artistic  photo  print  of  Michigan's  Grand  High  Priest, 
taken,  it  is  presumed,  on  his  own  front  lawn  with  the 
verandah'd  homestead  as  a  suggestive  background  and 
just  a  suspicion  of  the  proverbial  "  vine  and  fig  tree  " 
like  a  halo  above  him,  to  indicate  that  of  all  he  surveys 


lxxiv  APPENDIX 

he  is  the  monarch.  M.  E.  Comp.  John  H.  Kingsley  is 
not  in  sacerdotal  garb,  but  he  looks  the  ruler  to  the  man- 
ner born,  and  if  any  reader  doubts  that  statement  let  him 
just  follow  us  into  the  Masonic  Temple  at  Detroit,  where 
the  Grand  High  Priest  in  the  afternoon  of  May  19th, 
1914,  arrayed  as  becometh  his  exalted  station,  opened  the 
Sixty-sixth  Annual  Convocation  in  Ample  Form  and, 
having  heard  called  the  Roll  of  Honor,  called  the  Com- 
panions to  order  when  the  name  of  Past  Grand  High 
Priest  John  F.  Barrows  was  reached,  reminding  Grand 
Chapter  that  the  veteran  was  taken  from  the  ranks  of 
the  living  in  the  previous  July.  The  M.  E.  Companion 
then  talked  to  the  Companions,  telling  them  of  the  Capi- 
tular events  of  the  year. 

"  Sixty-six  years  ago  this  Grand  Chapter  became  an  estab- 
lished institution.  No  one  who  was  present  at  the  time  of  its 
constitution  is  now  living.  Thoroughly  imbued  with  the  prin- 
ciples and  teachings  of  the  Royal  Craft  must  have  been  the 
handful  of  sturdy  men  which  met  for  the  purpose  of  laying  the 
corner-stone  of  Capitular  Masonry  back  in  the  middle  of  the 
last  century,  when  the  pioneers  of  Michigan,  with  the  coming  of 
the  first  railroad,  began  to  feel  the  quickening  pulse  of  com- 
merce, manufacturing  and  the  growth  of  our  great  agricultural 
industry.  From  that  small  beginning  has  developed  the  present 
organization,  with  151  subordinate  Chapters  and  a  membership 
of   nearly  24.000." 

If  they  desired  evidence  of  the  State's  marvellous 
progress,  he  advised  a  tour  through  the  city  they  were 
privileged  to  assemble  in,  and  take  notes.  He  told  of 
his  visits  to  the  Chapters,  and  especially  to  those  in 
Detroit.  His  dispensations  to  Chapters  to  remove  to  new 
halls  were  but  added  indications  of  the  strides  being 
effected  by  the  humbler  bodies  of  the  Craft  apart  from 
the  more  populous  centres. 

His  rulings  when  asked  were  generally  along  the 
accepted  and  recognized  lines. 

He  told  of  a  day  spent  at  the  Masonic  Home,  which 
he  praised  highly  and  commended  to  the  sympathy  and 
support  of  every  Mason  who  practised  the  greatest  of  the 
Masonic  virtues. 
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He  announced  the  completion  of  a  new  ritual  which 
reflected  the  highest  credit  on  the  committee  having  the 
arduous  work  in  charge. 

Grateful  appreciation  was  enshrined  in  his  tributes 
of  praise  to  that  deservedly  popular  officer,  Grand  Secre- 
tary Conover,  and  the  equally  indefatigable  Grand  Lec- 
turer Maynard.  Of  the  latter  he  said  and,  in  saying  it, 
showed  that  he  was  no  laggard  himself  in  "  assisting  in 
that  most  glorious  work  "  : 

"  In  the  past  year  1  have  attended  some  55  meetings  with 
him  and  I  have  often  been  amazed  at  the  untiring  industry  of 
the  man.  I! is  grasp  and  comprehensive  knowledge  of  the  ritual 
and  his  patient  and  gentlemanly  way  of  impressing  his  ideas  of 
how  the  work  should  he  exemplified,  upon  the  officers  of  the 
subordinate  Chapters,  has  endeared  him  to  the  hearts  of  every 
Royal  A  roll  Mason  whose  pleasure  it  has  been  to  meet  him." 

Two  rare  personal  attributes  are  disclosed  in  the  re- 
ports of  the  Grand  Treasurer  and  the  Grand  Secretary. 
The  former  presents  a  most  gratifying  statement  of  the 
healthy  condition  of  Grand  Chapter  in  melifluous  and 
mathematically  arranged  prose.  In  the  latter  the  gentle 
reader  discovers  that  the  "  chaste  nine,"  when  they  were 
handing  out  pearls  to  the  family,  had  not  overlooked  the 
responsible  pater.  He  too  referred,  like  the  G.  H.  P.,  in 
terms  of  lofty  admiration  of  the  remarkable  services  of 
Grand  Lecturer  Horace  Maynard,  but  his  stock  of  super- 
latives running  low,  he  had  recourse  to  a  pardonable 
flight  into  the  poetic  ether,  which  he  modestly  ascribes  to 
a  fortunate  "  find  "  of  recent  date  and  calls  it  "  May- 
nard's  Dream."  He  does  not  say  whether  it  passed  the 
Chicago  censors  or  not.  At  any  rate  it  did  not  pass  a 
friendly  neighbor's  eye,  who  can  now  realize  where  the 
"  vein  "  that  prompted  "  the  little  bald  patch  "  originated : 

"  Last  evening  I  was  talking 

With  our  Lecturer  blithe  and  gay, 
When  he  told  me  of  a  dream  he  had, 

I   think  'twas  Christmas  day. 
While  snoozing  in  his  sanctum, 

A   vision   came  to  view, 
For  he  saw  an  angel  enter, 

Dressed  in  garments  white  and  new. 


lxxvi  APPENDIX 

"  Said  the  angel,  '  I'm  from  heaven, 

The  Lord  just  sent  me  down 
To  bring  you  up  to  glory 

And  put  on  your  golden  crown. 
You've  been  a  friend  to  every  one, 

And  worked  hard  night  and  day, 
And  you've  posted  many  thousands, 

And  from  few  had  any  pay. 

"  '  So  we  want  you  in  glory, 

For  you  have  labored  hard, 
And  the  good  Lord  is  preparing 

Your  eternal  just  reward/ 
Then  the  angel  and  my  brother 

Started  up  towards  glory's  gate, 
But  when  passing  close  to  Hades 

The  angel  murmured  '  Wait 

' '  I've  a  place  I  wish  to  show  you, 

It's  the  hottest  place  in  ,  well. 

Where  the  ones  that  never  posted 

Are  doomed  to   always  dwell.' 
And  behold  our  Horace  saw  there 

Lazy  High  Priests  by  the  score, 
And  grabbing  up  a  chair  and  fan, 

He  wished  for  nothing  more. 

"  He  desired  to  sit  and  watch  them, 

As  they'd   sizzle,  singe  and  burn, 
And  his  e3^es  would  rest  on  shirkers 

Which   ever   way   they'd  turn. 
Said  the  angel,  '  Come  on,  now, 

There  are  pearly  gates  to  see.' 
But  my  brother  only  muttered, 

'  This   is   heaven   enough    for   me.' " 

It  should  be  noted  that  the  inattentive  or  careless 
officer  is  one  of  the  Grand  Lecturer's  pet  aversions,  but 
one  is  slow  to  believe  that  he  ever  dreamed  of  "  getting 
even,"  as  pictured  above. 

And  then  the  Grand  Secretary,  His  Worship  of  Cold- 
water,  told  of  a  delightful  visit  to  the  Grand  Chapter, 
etc.,  of  South  Carolina,  made  notable  from  the  fact  that 

"  it  was  the  first  time  in  history  that  the  General  Grand  High 
Priest  and  Grand  Secretary  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter  and 
the  General  Master  and  Grand  Recorder  of  the  General  Grand 
Council  had  all  attended  the  meeting  of  the  Grand  Chapter  and 
Grand  Council  of  any  State  at  the  same  time." 
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Following  this  pleasant  interlude  the  Grand  Lec- 
turer's report  was  listened  to  with  added  interest.  He 
told  of  his  toil,  day  and  night  work,  on  the  ritual,  and 
added  that  the  completed  article  was  a  thing  of  beauty 
and  would  prove  a  joy  forever. 

It  was  no  new  work,  he  reminded  his  Companions, 
but  the  genuine  old  "  made  in  Michigan  "  article,  taught 
by  Arthur  M.  Clark,  who  handed  it  to  the  lamented 
Goodrich,  who  in  turn  gave  it  him.  He  had  not  neglected 
his  duties  as  Lecturer  notwithstanding.  On  the  con- 
trary, by  abandoning  his  law  practice  he  was  enabled  to 
aggregate  seventy-five  visitations  within  the  year,  a  long 
stride  in  advance  of  previous  records. 

Michigan's  solidity  and  strength  are  largely  in  evi- 
dence in  the  financial  conditions  as  presented  through  the 
report  of  its  committee  appointed  to  keep  tab  on  its 
income  and  expenditure.  It  does  not  profess  to  be  in  the 
competition  for  a  place  in  the  leadership  running,  but  the 
observant  spectator  "  from  the  rails "  can  sometimes 
descry  favorable  points  in  a  dark  horse. 

The  committee,  with  a  proper  sense  of  justice,  recom- 
mended a  grant  of  $300  as  an  acknowledgment  of  the 
midnight  oil  consumed  by  the  Grand  Lecturer  while 
working  on  the  ritual.  The  suggestion  was,  of  course, 
approved. 

The  Committee  on  Grand  Officers'  Jewels  reported 
that  they  had  selected  and  purchased  the  outfit  from  a 
local  firm  and  that  their  duty  was  accomplished.  Grand 
Chapter  approved. 

The  Grand  High  Priest,  in  reply  to  a  question,  had 
ruled  that  any  business  may  be  transacted  at  a  special 
meeting  of  a  Chapter  other  than  the  balloting  for  candi- 
dates, provided  notices  have  been  mailed  to  each  member 
stating  the  nature  of  the  business  to  be  considered. 

The  Jurisprudence  Committee,  however,  discovered  a 
snag  in  a  clause  of  the  Constitution  which  read : 
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"  Special  meetings  may  be  called  in  the  discretion  of  ,  the 
High  Priest,  for  work,  trials,  unfinished  business  and  for  chari- 
table purposes.  All  other  business  shall  be  done  at  regular  con- 
vocations of  the  Chapter." 

The  Digest  of  Decisions  further  provided  that  "  the 
Grand  High  Priest  has  no  authority  to  authorize  a  Chap- 
ter to  transact  general  business  at  a  special  meeting." 
The  Committee  therefore  recommended  that  the  G.  H. 
P.'s  decision  be  not  approved. 

Comp.  Maynard,  Grand  Lecturer,  presented  to  Past 
Grand  High  Priest  John  H.  Kingsley  the  customary  Past 
Grand  High  Priest's  jewel  and  decorated  him  with  a 
handsome  Past  Grand  High  Priest's  apron  in  token  of 
his  entry  into  the  ranks  of  the  "  has  beens."  M.  E.  Comp. 
Kingsley  feelingly  responded. 

Grand  Secretary  Conover,  as  he  has  done  so  effec- 
tively* for  many  previous  years,  furnishes  the  welcome 
and  interesting  report  on  Foreign  Correspondence,  and 
which  he  entitles  "  an  Annual  Review  of  Capitular 
Masonry,"  and  by  way  of  introduction  reproduces  from 
Wyoming  Grand  High  Priest  Hayes'  views  on  the  rela- 
tions of  the  Chapter  to  the  Order  of  the  Temple  and  the 
lack  of  interest  displayed  by  so  many  members  of  both 
to  their  close  relationship. 

To  his  Canadian  neighbor  and  what  the  latter  did  in 
191 3  Comp.  Conover  generously  devotes  five  pages,  quot- 
ing from  the  Grand  Z.  copiously  and  keenly  observant  of 
how  we  manage  affairs  across  the  border  line.  Nor  is  he 
anything  but  kindly  as  a  critic. 

William  W.  Watts,  Ann  Arbor,  Grand  High  Priest. 

Charles  A.  Conover,  Coldwater,  Grand  Secretary. 

Minnesota 

Chapters  .  .  74.  Members  .  .  8,823. 

All  the  Grand  Officers  were  in  their  stations  when 
Comp.  William  Stafford,  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  seized 
the  gavel  and  in  Ample  Form  'Opened  the  Fifty-second 
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Annual  Convocation  in  St.  Paul's  Masonic  Temple  on  the 
14th  October,  1913.  The  assembly  was  a  large  one, 
sixty- four  of  the  Chapters  being  represented  by  112  rep- 
resentatives. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  remarked  that  another  year 
had  passed,  and  incidentally  added  that  one  of  his  prede- 
cessors had  passed  also,  Past  Grand  High  Priest  George 
Newell  Houghton  was  called  from  labor  in  the  March 
previously. 

He  had  some  questions  put  to  him  during  his  term. 
To  two  of  them  he  rejoined  in  an  emphatic  negative.  A 
Chapter  with  two  elected  candidates  and  a  brother's  peti- 
tion in  hand  asked  if  the  latter  could  not  be  elected  and 
balloted  on  at  the  same  convocation  in  order  to  accommo- 
date one  of  the  other  two  who  had  waited  a  long  time  for 
his  R.  A.  degree  and  now  was  compelled  to  move  away. 
The  Chapter  might  use  a  substitute,  but  the  law  was 
against  a  real  candidate  by  dispensation. 

Two  brethren  also  compelled  to  leave  their  home 
locality  were  also  disappointed  in  their  plea  for  rapid 
transit  presented  by  the  Chapter  holding  their  petitions. 

He  told  of  two  visits  to  Chapters  and  conducted  an 
installation  jointly  with  a  blue  lodge  ceremony  of  the 
same  kind.  The  Canadian  Companions  will  wonder  how 
it  was  accomplished. 

At  the  previous  Annual  Convocation  the  charter  of 
Hokah  Chapter,  at  Caledonia,  was  revoked,  and  he  pro- 
ceeded there,  seized  the  charter,  books,  etc.,  and  talked 
to  the  Companions,  some  of  whom  desired  to  continue 
Chapter  work.  He  told  them  there  was  nothing  for  it, 
in  that  case,  but  to  begin  de  novo,  and  accordingly  four- 
teen of  them  re-petitioned  under  the  name  "  Caledonia  " 
and  in  brief  time  demonstrated  that  new  blood  only 
wanted  a  chance  to  show  its  circulating  powers. 

He  constituted  the  Chapters  at  Thief  River  Falls  and 
White  Bear  under  very  favorable  auspices,  and  was 
pleased  to  report  that  in  response  to  the  appeal  from  the 
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General  Grand  High  Priest  on  behalf  of  the  sufferers  by 
the  disastrous  floods,  a  sum  of  $655  had  been  collected 
from  the  Chapters  and  despatched  to  the  custodian  of 
the  fund. 

Grand  Secretary  Fishel's  report  showed  a  net  gain  in 
membership  of  285,  and  only  one  of  the  Chapters  was 
shy  with  its  annual  returns. 

During  the  year  Schools  of  Instruction  were  held  by 
the  Custodians  in  their  several  districts,  at  which  the 
attendance  and  interest  manifested  by  both  officers  and 
members  was  such  as  to  justify  further  effort  in  securing 
uniformity  as  well  as  an  all-round  knowledge  of  the 
lessons  intended  to  be  conveyed. 

R.  E.  Comp.  Irving  Todd,  Chairman  of  the  Corres- 
pondence Committee,  as  of  yore,  had  the  Grand  Chapters 
of  the  earth  in  review,  and  in  glancing  at  Canada  notes 
our  remarks  anent  the  unusual  and  un-Masonic  term 
"  clearance  card."  He  opines  that  it  was  merely  a  lapsus 
linguae  for  the  old-fashioned  "  dimit,"  which  at  once 
clears  the  atmosphere.  The  report  throughout  is  agreeable 
reading  and  furnishes  nutritious  food  for  his  Com- 
panions. 

William  A.  Hawkins,  Marshall,  Grand  High  Priest. 

John  Fishel,  St.  Paul,  Grand  Secretary. 

Mississippi 

Chapters  .  .  JJ.  Members  . .  4,744. 

Three  Grand  Chapter  workers  were  not  there  when 
the  roll  was  called  for  the  Sixty-sixth  Annual  Convoca- 
tion at  Miridian  on  the  19th  February,  19 14.  Grand 
King  Samuel  I.  Solomon,  Grand  Treasurer  James  Clem- 
ent French  and  Companion  Walter  M.  Conner,  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Committee  on  Subordinate  Chapters  and  a 
Past  Grand  Master  of  Grand  Lodge,  were  during  the 
year  called  from  earthly  duties,  their  places  were  vacant 
and  will  know  them  no  more.  Each  was  in  his  particular 
sphere  a  respected  and  honored  citizen  and  Masonically 
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an  invaluable  aid  and  ally.  Their  passing  at  a  period  of 
life  when  the  call  of  death  seemed  remote  brought  feel- 
ings of  regretful  sympathy  to  those  who  knew  them  best 
and  valued  them  for  the  virtues  that  distinguished  them. 

The  M.  E.  the  Grand  High  Priest,  Comp.  William  A. 
Johns,  having  cordially  welcomed  the  Companions, 
briefly  but  appropriately  touched  upon  the  losses  they  had 
sustained  and  proceeded  with  his  relation  of  the  year's 
record. 

The  additions  to  Mississippi's  Capitular  strength  he 
submitted  as  evidence  of  living  activity  which  gave  prom- 
ise for  a  healthy  future.  Although  he  did  not  have  to 
issue  a  dispensation  or  sign  a  charter  for  a  new  Chapter, 
there  was  no  occasion  for  depression.  He  dwelt  on  the 
need  of  interest  in  the  Schools  of  Instruction,  one  of 
which  he  attended  in  Jackson  in  July,  lasting  three  days, 
and  which  he  extolled  as  a  beneficial  method  of  training. 
He  believed  that  good  work  in  the  conferring  of  the 
Royal  Arch  degree  was  the  basis  of  strength  and  quality. 
The  School,  in  his  opinion,  should  be  for  advanced  pupils 
and  not  regarded  as  a  kindergarten.  The  Lecturers  he 
praised  for  their  zeal  and  faithful  efforts. 

His  visits  wrere  not  as  numerous  as  he  could  have 
wished  owing  to  his  business  and  illness  at  his  home,  but 
he  contrived  to  cover  not  a  few. 

He  was  asked  by  a  Chapter  for  a  special ,  dispensa- 
tion to  act  on  the  application  of  a  clergyman  candidate 
whose  residence  in  the  jurisdiction  had  not  covered  the 
statutory  period.  He  referred  the  matter  to  the  Law 
Committee  and  the  wise  men  thereof  very  properly 
decided  against  the  request. 

To  Canadian  Companions  whose  memories  must  be 
exercised  at  all  and  every  phase  of  degree  working  the 
following  recommendation  will  appear  singular  in  a  juris- 
diction outfitted  with  model  Schools  of  Instruction : 

"  T   would  recommend  that  only  the  signet  or  other  author- 
ized monitorial  be  allowed  in  the  open  Chapter  room,  that  cypher 
books  or  aids  to  the  memory  be  allowed  for  private  study  only, 
and  that  all  rules  in  conflict  with  the  same  be  repealed." 
6 
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A  lengthy  and  exhaustive  report  was  that  of  the 
Grand  Lecturer ;  in  fact  it  was  a  decidedly  moving  narra- 
tive from  start  to  finish.  From  early  March  until  late 
January  he  kept  the  mill  going,  visiting  seventy-three  out 
of  the  seventy-six  Chapters,  staying  with  most  two  and 
three  days,  "  lecturing  and  exemplifying,"  and  how  in 
the  name  of  all  that's  reasonable  any  one  of  them,  after 
such  painstaking  efforts,  could  display  effrontery  enough 
to  admit  the  use  of  an  "  aid  "  is  beyond  comprehension. 
The  report  makes  instructive  reading,  but  one  may  be 
pardoned  for  suggesting  that  if  at  the  close  of  the  perusal 
the  impression  is  left  that  while  there  is  much,  very  much, 
of  the  Grand  Lecturer,  there  is  a  marked  absence  of  abid- 
ing results  on  the  Chapter  officers.  The  visiting  officer 
appeared  to  be  ever  willing,  not  only  to  lecture  but  to 
confer  the  degree,  and  it  is  presumed  the  officers  were 
equally  obliging  in  letting  him  do  so.  Where  the  latter 
were  independent  of  the  Grand  Lecturer  he  states  so. 
It  is  remarked  that  many  Chapters  were  shy  on  para- 
phernalia. In  one  case  the  report  says,  "  Hope  on  my 
next  visit  to  see  the  Chalk  Box  replaced  by  a  nice  new 
Ark."  Conditions  of  that  kind  are  hardly  an  incentive  to 
enthusiasm.  He  thus  referred  to  one  of  the  Chapters 
visited  which  displayed  a  slackness  amounting  to  dis- 
courtesy : 

"  I  really  think  the  fault  lies  with  the  members  themselves 
for  electing  men  who  take  no  interest  in  the  Order,  and  I  here 
and  now  advise  that  in  the  future  the  Chapters  be  more  careful 
in  selecting  their  officers.  '  He  who  would  wear  the  spurs  must 
win  them/  would  apply  here.  You  had  better  keep  a  good  officer 
in  office  rather  than  put  one  in  who  has  not  shown  proficiency 
and  zeal  in  a  subordinate  office,  or  as  a  private." 

The  Cryptic  degrees  are  apparently  under  the  wing  of 
the  Chapter,  and  may  be  more  or  less  of  a  factor  in 
affecting  the  subordinate  barometer.  Hereof  one  cannot 
speak,  but,  like  the  Irishman's  parrot,  can  do  "  a  power 
o'  thinkin'." 

There  are  Deputy  Grand  Lecturers  to  assist  in  the 
good  work  and  they  too  visit  the  Chapters  in  their  respec- 
tive districts  and  accommodated  the  officers  by  doing 
the  degree  work.     They  would  be  ingrates  otherwise. 
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Grand  Treasurer's  and  Grand  Secretary's  reports 
made  an  excellent  showing,  but  the  latter,  as  elsewhere, 
had  trouble  with  lazy  secretaries,  noting  which  the  Fin- 
ance Committee  recommended  with  approval  of  Grand 
Chapter, 

"  that  all  delinquent  Chapters  who  fail  to  report  within  the 
statutory  time  be  penalized  in  an  amount  equal  to  10  per  cent,  of 
their  annual  dues  to  the  Grand  Chapter.' 

A  levy  of  twenty-five  cents  for  1914  on  the  member- 
ship was  agreed  to  as  a  help  to  reduce  the  debt  on  the 
Masonic  Home.     Grand  Chapter  also  donated  $1,000. 

An  incident  at  once  pathetic  and  unusual,  recalling 
days  of  long  ago,  occurred  before  closing.  A  motion, 
carried  unanimously,  that  James  M.  Dickey  of  Corinth 
and  Wm.  Boyd  of  Gunnison  be  made  Honorary  Past 
Grand  High  Priests  of  the  Grand  Chapter  was  pre- 
sented, and  both  the  aged  Companions  now  bear  the 
highest  honors  that  can  be  conferred  upon  them  by  the 
Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Mississippi. 

"  The  interesting  and  pathetic  part  of  the  proceedings  was 
when  the  two  aged  veterans  marched  to  the  centre  of  the  floor 
and  clasped  hands  with  Companion  White.  There  they  stood, 
the  three  unable  to  utter  a  word,  despite  the  frequent  calls  for 
a  speech. 

"  Companion  White,  who  fathered  the  motion,  bore  the  arms 
of  the  Confederacy,  as  did  'Uncle  Billy'  Boyd,  during  the  Civil 
War.  James  M.  Dickey  was  a  follower  of  the  Stars  and  Stripes 
and  was  the  one-time  foeman  of  the  other  two  veterans. 

"  Both  Companions  Boyd  and  Dickey  have  passed  the  four 
score  mark,  and  the  honors  heaped  upon  them  was  too  much  for 
the  two  veterans,  who  silently  clasped  hands,  while  tears  trickled 
down  their  faces.     There  was  hardly  a  dry  eye  in  the  house. 

"  Both  the  veterans  are  constant  attendants  on  the  Grand 
Chapter  meetings,  and  their  white  hair  and  genial  counten- 
ances have  become  a  part  of  the  annual  sessions  of  the  Grand 
Bodies." 

An  excellent  review  of  the  Grand  Chapter  is  con- 
tributed by  M.  E.  Comp.  Oliver  Lee  McKay  in  his  Cor- 
respondence Report  of  a  hundred  pages.  Canada  for 
1913  was  lined  up  as  usual  and  received  from  his  critical' 
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pen  approving  notice.  He  was  quick  to  observe  the  ab- 
sence of  Mississippi's  accredited  representative,  but  as 
that  worthy  Companion  is  now  attending  to  a  grateful 
government's  imperative  duties  at  a  far  distant  station 
it  would  be  difficult  as  well  as  risky  for  him  to  put  in  an 
appearance,  or  he  may  have  imagined  the  possibility  of 
his  being  superseded,  as  Mississippi's  list  gives  him  a 
name,  illustrious  it  may  be,  but  one  his  sponsors  at 
baptism  would  probably  disown.  Attention  was  directed 
to  the  unintentional  misplacing  aforetime,  but  was  some- 
how overlooked. 

As  Companion  McKay  waxes  in  age  as  Correspon- 
dent his  Annual  reports  become  the  more  attractive  and 
of  increased  value  to  his  Companions,  and  that  they 
appreciate  his  good  work  we  are  glad  to  perceive. 

Robert  Somerville,  Greenville,  Grand  High  Priest. 

Frederick  Gordon  Speed,  Yicksburg,  Grand  Secretary. 

Missouri 

Chapters  .  .  107.  Members  .  .  14,103. 

Arkansas'  Grand  High  Priest,  M.  E.  Comp.  Wm.  R. 
Chestnut,  was  an  honored  visitor  to  the  Sixty-eighth 
Annual  Convocation  at  St.  Louis  on  the  28th  April,  191 4, 
and  received  a  cordial  Missouri  welcome.  M.  E.  Comp. 
William  F.  Johnson,  Grand  High  Priest,  presided,  and 
after  Grand  Chapter  was  "  opened  in  ritualistic  form." 
supplemented  by  appropriate  music  and  with  customary 
devotions,  the  Annual  address  was  listened  to  by  the 
Companions.  On  the  last  day  of  the  preceding  year  the 
summons  came  to  Past  Grand  High  Priest  Ira  V.  Mc- 
Millan, who  ruled  Grand  Chapter  in  1891,  and  whose 
record  pronounced  him  an  enthusiastic  Craftsman. 

A  figure  familiar  to  Missouri  Masons  was  also  taken 
in  the  same  month  in  the  person  of  the  veteran  Grand 
Sentinel  John  Washington  Owen,  at  the  advanced  age 
of*  eighty-nine.  A  Companion  as  well  loved  as  he  was 
well  known. 
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The  Grand  High  Priest  reported  the  constitution  of 
the  Chapter  at  Webster  Groves  and  the  institution  of  one 
new  Chapter  in  St.  Louis,  which  already  gave  promise 
of  taking  firm  root,  and  of  the  jurisdiction  generally  he 
spoke  in  terms  of  realized  hope.  The  Chapters  had 
equalled  the  gratifying  results  of  1912,  and  the  outlook 
pointed  to  another  record  for  19 14.  He  commended  the 
Chapters  of  Instruction  as  an  incentive  to  improvement. 

A  number  of  questions  involving  jurisdictional  au- 
thority by  reason  of  territorial  or  residence  objections 
were  submitted  to  him,  and  his  decisions,  based  on  law 
and  precedent,  were  generally  approved. 

He  advocated  unstinted  and  cheerfully  given  support 
to  the  Masonic  Home,  an  eloquent  tribute  to  Missouri's 
devotion  to  Masonry's  abiding  fundamental  principle, 
charity. 

To  Grand  Lecturer  Vogelsang's  unflagging  zeal  and 
kindly  personality  he  attributed  the  wonderful  progress 
and  awakening  perceptible  throughout  the  jurisdiction, 
where  ritualistic  working  has  attained  a  high  degree  of 
perfection. 

And  what  a  revelation  was  disclosed  in  the  Grand 
Treasurer's  and  Grand  Secretary's  reports,  a  library  in 
themselves,  nearly  a  score  of  pages,  but,  as  the  Paddy 
remarked  who  was  found  studying  a  ponderous  Webster, 
"Aye,  the  stories  are  mighty  short,  but  what  I  know  and 
what  you'll  never  know  is  all  there  if  we  only  have 
patience  to  search  for  it."  The  Grand  Secretary,  though 
kindly  disposed,  is  constrained  to  administer  a  gentle 
rebuke  to  Chapter  bookkeepers  who  kept  back  returns 
probably  only  because  they  had  acquired  the  habit.  He 
credited  them,  however,  with  yielding  finally,  but  it  took 
them  three  weeks  beyond  the  limit  to  screw  up  enough 
courage  to  relinquish  the  documents  to  the  custody  of  the 
mails ;  even  then  nine  of  the  Chapters  forfeited  their 
right  to  claim  mileage  and  per  diem  allowance  for  their 
representatives. 

The  auditor's  statement  showed  a  balance  to  the 
credit  of  Grand  Chapter  of  $16,666. 
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An  invitation  from  one  of  the  Chapters,  which  gen- 
erously provided  conveyances,  was  given  to  the  delegates 
to  visit  the  Masonic  Home  and  the  schools  where  the 
little  inmates  thereof  were  trained. 

The  second  day  of  the  session  opened  with  the  Grand 
Lecturer's  most  interesting  narration  of  his  year's  work. 
He  had  labored  well,  and  results  led  him  to  view  the 
prospects  optimistically : 

"  The  fire  of  fervency  and  zeal  is  burning  brightly  and  [ 
believe  the  Companions  of  Missouri  will  never  again  let  it 
smoulder." 

The  Chairman  of  the  Foreign  Correspondence  Com- 
mittee offered  the  following  preamble  and  resolution, 
which,  having  been  considered  by  the  Grand  Chapter,  was 
adopted.  Now  Scotland  will  want  to  know.  Who  threw 
that  brick? 

"  Whereas,  The  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  the  State  of 
Missouri  has  recognized  the  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapters  of 
New  Zealand,  New  South  Wales  and  Western  Australia,  as 
having  been  regularly  constituted,  and  between  them  and  our- 
selves there  has  been  exchange  of  representatives. 

"  The  Supreme  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Scotland 
claims  jurisdiction  over  New  Zealand,  New  South  Wales  and 
Western  Australia,  by  organizing  and  fostering  Chapters  therein, 
seeking  to  hold  the  territory  as  her  own. 

"  She  also  pursues  the  same  course  of  invasion  of  territory 
under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  by  making  and  sustaining  a  Chapter 
of  Royal  Arch  Masons  in  the  Philippine  Islands. 

"  Repeated  appeals,  presented  with  due  courtesy,  by  the 
Grand  Chapters  of  New  Zealand,  New  South  Wales  and  West- 
ern Australia,  have  been  treated  in  a  spirit  of  strenuous  opposi- 
tion. The  Supreme  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Scotland 
refused  to  yield  the  right  of  sovereignty  over  the  territory  indi- 
cated, and  declines  to  recognize  the  Grand  Chapters  named,  or 
to  hold  Masonic  communion  with  them,  except  on  condition  that 
she  be  permitted  to  organize  Chapters  and  maintain  sovereignty 
in  the  future  as  she  has  done  and  is  doing  at  the  present  period, 
therefore,  be  it 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons 
of  the  State  of  Missouri  deplores  the  existing  state  of  affairs, 
and   expresses   the   hope  that  the    Supreme   Grand   Royal   Arch 
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Chapter  of  Scotland  can  see  the  way  clear  to  retire  from  the 
territory  designated  herein,  as  it  is  evident  that  two  Grand 
Jurisdictions  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  cannot  in  amity  and  fellow- 
ship exercise  sovereign  power." 

After  the  ceremony  of  installation  the  outgoing 
Grand  High  Priest,  M.  E.  Comp.  W.  F.  Johnson,  was 
presented  with  the  customary  commemorative  jewel. 

As  may  be  gathered  from  the  foregoing,  our  Missouri 
Companions  "  doeth  all  things  well,"  and  they  made  no 
grievous  error  when  they  selected  the  Rev.  Companion 
John  Henderson  Miller  to  compile  the  Annual.  Correspon- 
dence report.  He  is  a  conscientious  reviewer  and  quick 
to  detect  what  is  of  value  and  to  comment  judiciously 
where  necessary,  yet  he  is  not  lacking  a  sense  of  humor, 
but  is  modest  in  revealing  it.  For  instance,  he  prefaces 
his  review  with  a  series  of  questions  which  he  says 
"  came  to  him."  We  herewith  append  a  few  of  the 
missiles.  Some  are  Biblical  and  don't  appear  to  be  either 
flippant  or  dangerous ;  indeed  it  is  difficult  to  understand 
their  why  and  wherefore : 

"  1.     What  proof   is  there  that  the   Law   of   the   Lord   was 

ever  lost? 

"2.  What  should  lead  to  a  choice  in  the  election  of  an 
officer  in  a  subordinate  and  Grand  Chapter? 

"3.     Who  is  the  brightest  Mason  in  Missouri? 

"4.  Is  there  any  proof  that  Solomon  and  Hiram  King  of 
Tyro,  were  friends? 

"  5.  Who  is  the  most  humorous  Masonic  speaker  you  ever 
heard  ? 

"  6.  Was  there  really  a  man  by  the  name  of  Hiram  con- 
nected with  the  building  of  King  Solomon's  Temple? 

"  7.  What  is  '  The  Texas  Plan '  mentioned  in  Masonic 
periodicals? 

"8.     Who  was  Zerubbabel? 

"9.  I  have  been  somewhat  disappointed  in  Masonry;  in 
fact,  have  not  received  the  attention  I  think  I  deserve.  Under 
the  circumstances  would  you  advise  me  to  join  the  Shrine?" 

There,  what  do  you  think  of  that  as  a  nut  for  a  Board 
of  Trial  to  tackle?    The  perspicacity  that  divined  humor 
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as  an  invisible  but  underlying  attribute  in  the  genial  Cor- 
respondent must  now  be  acknowledged.  We  showed  the 
list  as  above  to  our  Janitor  and  with  the  sudden  but 
somewhat  careless  remark,  "  them's  easy,"  he  seized  a 
pad  and,  appropriating  the  secretarial  pencil,  produced 
the  following: 

i.     A  priest  found  it,  so  it  must  have  been  lost. 

2.  The  smiling  but  persuasive  canvasser. 

3.  The  querist  should  gaze  into  the  mirror. 

4.  There  is  no  mention  of  an  ultimatum  from  one  to 
the  other. 

5.  In  a  Kansas  City  phonographic  personal  record. 

6.  Look  up  the  stonework  contractor,  or  perhaps  his 
namesake  from  Idaho. 

7.  Probably  a  rejected  design  for  the  aforesaid 
Temple. 

8.  Projector  for  a  new  structure. 

9-     

"  Hold,  thou  impious  door-slammer !  "  came  an  em- 
phatic interruption.  "  The  riddle  propounder  will  answer 
that  last  and  expound  the  interpretation  thereof." 

"  Sure !  The  Shriners  will  be  glad  to  give  you  all  the  atten- 
tion you  deserve.  That's  what  they're  in  business  for — to  give 
attention  to  Masons  who  think  they  have  not  received  all  that 
was  coming  to  them." 

Now,  if  there  are  any  who  still  doubt  Companion 
Henderson's  possession  of  a  sensitive  funny  bone,  just 
ponder  his  sage  advice  and  then — take  it. 

He  refers  very  kindly  to  Canada,  and  of  the  reporter 
says:  "  While  he  cannot  endorse  our  work  wholly,  we 
gratefully  listen  to  his  suggestions — and  continue  to  do 
as  we  please."     He  simply  cannot  help  being  humorous. 

To  our  comment  on  a  Grand  High  Priest's  visit,  as 
such,  to  a  Templar  meeting,  he'humorously  rejoins: 
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"  Companion  Bennett's  solicitude  for  the  dignity  of  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Missouri  is  noted  each 
year.  Really  it  ought  to  meet  with  a  higher  degree  of  appre- 
ciation and  gratitude  than  it  does.  However,  it  has  reached  the 
point  where  it  is  amusing." 

Therein  showing  that  he  is  disposed  to  recognize 
humor  in  others,  a  rather  unusual  trait  in  the  average 
born  humorist.  His  report  scintillates  with  gems,  many 
of  them  sufficiently  tempting  to  reproduce,  but  notwith- 
standing his  joking  remark  about  our  disbelief  in  a  limit 
to  Correspondence  reports,  there  is  one  possession  he 
does  not  suspect  us  of — discretion,  occasionally. 

Martin  T.  Balsley,  Joplin,  Grand  High  Priest. 
Robert  F.  Stevenson,  St.  Louis,  Grand  Secretary. 


Nebraska 
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Omaha,  as  in  former  years,  was  the  Mecca  that 
attracted  the  Capitular  pilgrims  to  the  Forty-seventh 
Annual  Convocation,  forty  out  of  the  fifty-five  Chapters 
sending  delegates.  M.  E.  Comp.  Benjamin  F.  Pitman, 
Grand  High  Priest,  in  the  afternoon  of  the  10th  Decem- 
ber, 1 91 3,  having  seen  that  a  regular  Chapter  was  opened 
in  full  form,  Nebraska's  custom,  by  the  way,  and  that  the 
lawful  number  of  Chapters  were  present  in  the  persons 
of  their  authorized  representatives,  declared'  Grand  Chap- 
ter open  for  business.  The  Grand  Scribe,  whose  home 
was  visited  by  serious  illness,  was  the  only  officer  absent. 

An  earnest  and  practical  address  from  an  earnest  and 
conscientious  Mason  was  the  very  interesting  paper  read 
by  the  Grand  High  Priest,  who  dwelt  at  the  outset  on 
the  need  for  all  who  heard  him  of  self-study  and  to  learn 
at  this  juncture  whether  they  were,  individually  and  col- 
lectively, alive  to  the  fact  that  they  were  supposed  to  be 
exemplars  for  those  whom  they  represented,  to  realize 
that  what  had  been  accomplished  was  more  than  out- 
weighted  by  the  many  things  that  were  left  undone. 
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For  himself,  he  had  striven  to  give  of  the  best  that 
was  in  him.  His  requests  for  courtesies  from  sister 
Grand  bodies  were  courteously  received  and  fraternally 
responded  to.  His  visits  covered  much  territory  and 
absorbed  considerable  time,  but  he  was  satisfied  that 
both  visitor  and  visited  were  benefitted.  He  had  the 
usual  requests  for  dispensations,  with  the  usual  perplex- 
ing reasons  to  favor  the  granting  of  same. 

A  complaint  of  a  Chapter  that  Nebraska  material 
had  been  used  by  a  Kansas  Chapter  led  to  a  correspon- 
dence which,  being  amicably  conducted,  resulted  in  favor 
of  the  Nebraska  Chapter.  The  applicant,  a  railroad  em- 
ployee, had  acted  on  the  belief  that  where  he  worked 
and  not  where  he  resided  was  the  place  to  apply.  The 
finding  was  an  experience  for  the  non-inquisitive  Chapter. 

Like  others,  he  was  a  target  for  the  questioner  too 
indolent  to  look  up  the  solution  for  himself  in  the  book 
of  the  law. 

He  urged  a  continuation  of  the  system  of  Chapter 
visitation  by  the  Grand  High  Priest  in  conjunction  with 
the  Grand  Lecturer.  He  was  of  the  opinion  that  it 
would  be  the  means  of  creating  a  new  interest  where,  in 
spots,  the  fire  at  present  was  anything  but  bright  and  life- 


Nebraska  has  a  Masonic  Home  which,  according  to 
the  Grand  Secretary's  report,  increases  in  cost  of  main- 
tenance as  time  progresses ;  the  outlay  for  ten  months 
preceding  was  $9,631.  The  Grand  Chapter  owns  90 
shares  of  stock  out  of  a  total  of  744  issued.  During  the 
year  the  Home  has  cared  for  54  residents,  in  addition  to 
occasional  visitors,  and  relatives  of  residents.  There  are 
now  in  the  Home  21  men,  17  women,  and  3  girls;  total, 
41.  Three  children  are  living  in  a  cottage  belonging  to 
the  Home.  The  children  take  their  meals  at  the  Home 
writh  the  residents.  The  furnishing  for  the  cottage  was 
bought  by  the  Grand  Chapter  of  the  Order  of  the  Eastern 
Star,  which  also  pays  the  salary  of  the  Matron  who  has 
charge  of  the  children. 
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Jt  is  noted  that  one  of  the  Committees  reported  that 
the  Grand  High  Priest  paid  his  own  expenses  while  visit- 
ing Chapters  and  donated  the  amount  appropriated  there- 
for to  furnishing  a  room  in  the  Nebraska  Masonic  Home. 
Grand  Chapter  decided  to  acquire  ten  more  shares  of 
stock,  viz.,  $1,000. 

Past  Grand  High  Priest  Charles  J.  Phelps  again  fur- 
nishes the  report  on  Foreign  Correspondence,  and  as  he 
announces  it  as  his  twenty-second,  it  may  be  fairly  in- 
ferred that  he  is  now  quite  used  to  the  work,  and  if  his 
Companions  have  grown  to  expect  something  good  annu- 
ally they  are  not  to  be  blamed.  He  has  encouraged  the 
habit.  Canada  for  1913  is  favorably  noticed  and  the 
review  throughout  shows  that,  like  good  wine,  the  labors 
of  M.  E.  Companion  Phelps,  in  this  field  at  any  rate, 
improve  with  age. 

James  Tyler,  Lincoln,  Grand  High  Priest. 

Francis  E.  White,  Omaha,  Grand  Secretary. 

Nevada 

Chapters  .  .  10.  Members  .  .  484. 

It  was  in  Reno,  and  on  the  8th  June,  in  1914,  that  the 
Forty-first  Annual  Convocation  of  Nevada's  Grand 
Chapter  assembled  according  to  summons.  The  neatly 
printed  volume  recording  the  proceedings,  compiled  by 
that  most  zealous  of  Grand  Secretaries,  R.  E.  Comp. 
Edward  D.  Vanderlieth,  tells  us  that  two  only  of  the 
Chapters  failed  to  be  represented  and  one  of  the  official 
staff  was  absent,  and  he,  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest 
W.  E.  Pratt,  had  not  overlooked  the  day,  for  a  wire 
dated  at  Washington,  D.C.,  brought  his  greetings  and 
good  wishes,  as  well  as  the  information  that  he  had  been 
to  Alexandria,  Va.,  where  he  had  visited  that  Mecca  of 
the  patriotic  Mason,  and  examined  the  relics  preserved 
there  to  remind  them  of  "  the  father  of  his  country." 

With  devotions,  solemn  and  appropriate,  the  Grand 
Chaplain   followed  the  impressive  opening  ceremony  of 
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the  Grand  High  Priest,  M.  E.  Comp.  Chas.  J.  Rulison. 
After  other  preliminaries,  the  local  Chapter  extended  a 
cordial  invitation  to  all  Companions  and  their  ladies  to  a 
luncheon  at  the  Riverside  Hotel,  on  the  porch  overlooking 
the  Truckee  River.  And  to  discuss  the  same,  Grand 
Chapter  was  called  off  until  the  afternoon. 

On  resuming,  the  Grand  Representatives'  roll  was 
called,  Past  Grand  High  Priest  Frank  Bell  answering  for 
Canada,  and  one  of  his  colleagues,  M.  E.  Comp.  Henry 
W.  Miles,  responding  for  his  twenty-six  Companion  Rep- 
resentatives lined  up  to  receive  Nevada's  greeting.  Al- 
though at  that  date  the  tocsin  had  not  sounded,  his  words, 
in  part,  were  prophetic  of  approaching  direful  events : 

"  In  the  age  of  militarism ;  of  nations  groaning  beneath  the 
burdens  of  wars  past,  and  preparation  for  wars  yet  to  be;  mil- 
lions of  their  young  men  withdrawn  from  productive  industry, 
shut  up  in  armed  camps,  or  floating  fortresses ;  when  Powder 
Trusts,  Armor-plate  Syndicates,  and  captains  of  industry,  seek- 
ing government  contracts,  strive  to  kindle  the  fires  of  a  spurious 
patriotism,  and'  instil  hatred  into  our  minds  against  our  fellow- 
man,  simply  because  he  speaks  a  foreign  tongue,  we,  Most  Ex- 
cellent Grand  High  Priest,  the  Grand  Representatives  accredited 
to  this  Grand  Chapter  from  the  Grand  Chapters  of  the  North, 
the  South,  the  East,  and  the  West,  say  to  you,  and  we  believe 
we  speak  the  word  of  authority,  that  Masonry  stands  for  Peace, 
not  War ;  for  conservation  of  human  life,  not  its  destruction ; 
for  the  world-wide  patriotism  that  consists  in  unceasing  effort 
having  for  its  object  to  make  the  world  a  better  place  in  which 
to  live." 

A  brief  but  comprehensive  address  was  that  of  the 
Grand  High  Priest.  Although  the  year  had  not  been 
abnormally  progressive,  the  jurisdiction  had  done  its  duty 
and  the  Chapters  gave  promise  of  activity,  and  there  were 
manifest  indications  of  fertility  in  fields  which  had 
hitherto  lain   fallow. 

His  visits  to  the  Chapters  were  instructive  all  round 
and  afforded  him  much  satisfaction. 

He  related  his  many  official  acts,  all  of  more  or  less 
local  interest  only. 

Comp.  E.  D.  Vanderlieth  is  the  versatile  and  careful 
compiler  of  the  Correspondence  report,  as  before,  and 
turns  out  a  very  attractive  document,   for   few,  indeed, 
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of  the  many  jurisdictions  he  inspected  did  not  furnish 
him  with  a  topic  on  which  to  exercise  his  critical  fancy, 
and  seldom  does  he  err.  Under  Canada  for  1914  he  is 
ohservant  of  the  work  in  the  districts  with  an  earnestness 
that  appealed  to  him : 

'"And  usefulness,  Companions,  is  what  counts.  Masonry 
teaches  us  that  life  and  work  are  connected  by  mutual  relation- 
ship. A  state  of  idleness  is  not  thought  of  in  Masonry.  The 
great  truth  that  labor  is  worship  is  a  fundamental.  Necessity 
bids  man  to  work  for  a  living.  Masonry  assents,  but  issues  a 
further  command  that  Masons  should  bless  the  earth  by  loving 
to  work.  Love  enters  into  such  work  and  selfishness  is  retired. 
Its  loving  ministry  requires  us  to  live  out  of  self  and  lovingly 
give  our  work  for  others.  We  proclaim  our  faith  in  God  and 
pledge  Him  service.  Companions,  the  noblest  service  to  God  is 
giving  our  truest  service  for  fellow-man." 

With  a  Colorado  decision  to  the  effect  that  a  Com- 
panion, in  order  to  receive  a  demit,  must  pay  dues  for  the 
year  in  which  he  makes  application,  he  is  not  in  agree- 
ment, contending  that  a  member  who  demits  in  February 
and  rejoins  in  March  would  be  compelled  to  pay  double 
dues  for  the  larger  portion  of  the  financial  year.  That 
again  raises  the  question  as  to  whether  the  quietly  effected 
change  from  monthly  to  annual  dues  was  based  on  a 
righteous  foundation.  In  olden  days  dues  were  payable 
monthly,  and  in  those  good  times  the  army  of  non- 
affiliates  recruited  from  the  ranks  of  the  suspensions  n.p.d. 
were  not,  proportionately,  the  formidable  host  of  modern 
days.  How,  where  and  why  did  the  practice  creep  in? 
Those  who  nowadays  grumble  when  notified  of  a  twelve 
months'  accumulation,  and-  who  hitherto  cheerfully  paid 
their  40  or  50  cents  "on  meetin'  night,"  allege  that  it  was 
the  brilliant  discovery  of  the  ingenious  easy-going  secre- 
tary of  the  new  era,  who  desired  to  economize  his  valu- 
able time. 

Well  worth  the  reading  is  Companion  Vanderlieth's 
lucubrations,  which  he  occasionally  seasons  with  a  verse 
or  two  by  way  of  a  fillip.  Nevada  should  see  to  it  that 
he  is  justly  appreciated.  Our  thanks  for  fraternal  ex- 
pressions. 

Walter  E.  Pratt,  Goldfield,  Grand  High  Priest. 

Edward  D.  Yanderlieth,  Carson  City,  Grand  Secretary. 
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New  Brunswick 

Chapters  .  .  7.  Members  .  .  854. 

At  the  Twenty-sixth  Annual  Convocation,  in  the  City 
of  St.  John,  on  the  27th  August,  191 3,  the  M.  E.  Grand 
High  Priest,  Comp.  Robert  Murray,  was  absent,  being 
on  a  tour  of  Western  Canada  at  that  particular  time.  The 
Deputy  Grand  High  Priest  presided  and  read  the  absent 
ruler's  address,  which  expressed  regret  that  circumstances 
prevented  his  being  with  the  Companions  in  person.  The 
death  of  Past  Grand  High  Priest  John  Valentine  Ellis  he 
described  as  a  severe  and  heart-rending  stroke  that  to 
Grand  Chapter  could  not  be  estimated. 

His  visits  to  the  Chapters  of  the  jurisdiction  he  was 
unable  to  complete  as  intended,  but  those  he  did  visit  he 
reported  as  in  good  working  order. 

The  Grand  First  Principal  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
Canada,  M.  E.  Comp.  Judge  D.  F.  Macwatt,  was  an- 
nounced as  a  visitor,  received  and  welcomed  with  the 
Grand  Honors,  and  remained  an  interested  spectator  of 
the  proceedings. 

Grand  Secretary  Hartt's  report  showed  an  increase  of 
thirty-five  in  the  membership. 

R.  E.  Companion  Peter  Campbell,  the  Grand  Treas- 
urer, had,  a  few  days  before,  met  with  a  severe  fall  and 
had  since  been  confined  to  his  home.  Consequently,  his 
financial  statement  and  the  Auditors'  report  were  dealt 
with  at  a  later  period.  A  balance  in  hand  of  $1,618.68 
was  the  good  showing,  and  it  was  recommended  to  put 
the  best  part  of  it  away  in  an  approved  security. 

The  supply  of  Grand  Chapter  Certificates  obtained  in 
1908  became  exhausted  early  in  the  year,  and  after  some 
delay  (owing  to  the  fact  that  the  lithograph  company  who 
engraved  the  former  ones  had  gone  out  of  business),  an 
order  for  300  parchments  was  placed.  A  short  time  ago 
the  certificates,  300  in  number,  were  received.  They  are 
quite  satisfactory  and,  it  was  considered,  would  suffice 
for  several  years. 
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Five  established  Grand  Chapters  bearing  the  hall  mark 
of  being  legitimately  organized  were  accorded  formal 
recognition,  viz. :  Victoria,  Western  Australia,  Wyoming, 
Idaho  and  Utah. 

The  election  for  Grand  High  Priest  resulted  in  the 
choice  of  the  Deputy,  R.  E.  Comp.  Herbert  E.  Goold,  who 
was  duly  installed  by  P.  G.  H.  P.  W.  B.  Wallace,  saluted 
and  proclaimed. 

The  hope  was  expressed  that  before  the  next  Convo- 
cation the  Ritual  Committee  would  frame  an  Installation 
Ritual  for  use  in  Grand  Chapter  and  subordinate  Chap- 
ters. 

Herbert  E.  Goold,  Sussex,  Grand  High  Priest. 
J.  Twining  Hartt,  St.  John,  Grand  Secretary. 

New  Hampshire 

Chapters  .  .  26.  Members  .  .  4,512. 

The  Royal  Craft  of  New  Jersey  appears  to  have  an 
abiding  inclination  for  meeting  in  Concord,  and  surely 
the  city  of  that  name  is  the  most  appropriate  place  for 
Masons  to  foregather  and  discuss  past  achievements  and 
future  plans.  One  outstanding  feature  is  remarkedly 
noticeable,  nothing  there  goes  awry,  and  the  pleasurable 
communion  gives  rise  and  stability  to  the  hope  that  in 
Concord  they  may  all  meet  again. 

The  Ninety-fifth  Annual  Convocation,  on  the  19th 
May,  1914,  was  as  harmonious  and  enjoyable  as  its  ninety- 
four  predecessors,  though  many  of  them  may  not  have 
been  fortunate  enough  to  have  had  Concord's  welcome 
in  anticipation.  The  attendance  in  officers  and  delegates 
was  well  up  to  the  average,  and  nearly  a  dozen  of  the 
veterans,  who  are  invariably  greeted  with  fraternal  wel- 
come, were  there,  with  a  store  of  experience  and  counsel 
if  needed.  There  was  present,  too,  a  visitor  from  north 
of  the  border  line. 

It  was  announced  that  M.  E.  Companion  Isaac  Henry 
Stearns,  Past  Grand  Z.  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Quebec, 
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and  Grand  Representative  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  New 
Hampshire  near  his  own,  was  in  waiting,  wishing  to  pay  a 
fraternal  visit.  The  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  appointed 
the  R.  E.  Grand  Secretary  and  all  of  the  M.  E.  Past 
Grand  High  Priests  present  a  committee  to  escort  him 
within  the  Chapter  room.  M.  E.  Companion  Stearns  was 
received  with  the  Private  Grand  Honors,  was  greeted,  and 
made  a  happy  response,  after  which  he  was  seated  in  the 
Grand  East. 

Grand  High  Priest  Elmer  G.  Goodwin,  after  the 
opening  preliminaries,  as  is  customary,  addressed  the 
Companions  and  spoke  of  the  passing  of  worthy  Com- 
panions. 

He  urged  that  the  law  which  provides  that  a  rejected 
candidate  for  the  degrees  must  have  the  consent  of  the 
rejecting  Chapter,  no  matter  where  he  next  applies,  a 
condition  that  implied  perpetual  jurisdiction.  He  held 
that  a  limit  should  be  provided  in  order  to  be  abreast  of 
the  more  modern  and  liberal  ideas.  It  will  be  heard  of 
again  next  year. 

If  New  Hampshire  is  to  be  up  with  the  band  waggon, 
it  should  certainly  improve  in  this  regard  before  it  comes 
to  prepare  for  its  centenary  celebration. 

The  Companions  apparently  were  conversant  with  the 
regulations,  for  he  was  not  once  bothered  to  pronounce 
a  decision. 

He  visited  a  number  of  the  Chapters  and  found  them 
in  good  condition. 

"  Our  growth  has  been  neither  unnatural  nor  abnormal, 
although  our  net  gain  is  one  hundred  and  three  this  year 
against  twenty  for  the  year  preceding.  Great  numbers  have  not 
knocked  at  our  doors  for  admission.     This,  we  believe,  is  well." 

His  colleagues  did  the  balance  of  the  Chapter  visiting, 
so  that  few  were  missed.  All  the  reports  indicated  a  con- 
dition of  blissful  peace. 

Grand  Chaplain  Rev.  Comp.  Josiah  Seward  again 
furnishes  a  most  interesting  Correspondence  report,  in 
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which  Canada  (1914)  receives  very  generous  attention 
and  critical,  but  kindly,  scrutiny.  He  described  the  Grand 
Z.'s  address  as  one 

"  written  by  a  man  who  thoroughly  understood  his  business  and 
was,  in  every  way,  a  most  suitable  person  to  be  at  the  head  of  a 
body  so  large  and  influential.  Such  addresses  are  most  fre- 
quently nothing  more  than  a  dry  catalogue  of  the  official  duties 
which  the  officer  has  performed,  with  no  suggestions  to  subor- 
dinate officers,  no  criticisms  upon  their  performances,  and  no 
intelligent  recommendations,  or  discussions  of  important  ques- 
tions." 

The  Order  of  High  Priesthood  is  a  subject  for  query, 
and  we  wonder  thereat,  for,  as  he  must  surely  be  aware, 
the  sacredotal  habiliments  are  worn  in  the  English  sys- 
tem, which  Canada  follows,  by  the  third  ranking  member 
of  the  Grand  Council,  not  the  first,  thus  the  Order  of 
High  Priests  would,  in  a  sense,  be  misplaced  with  us. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  Comp.  Seward,  like  another 
of  the  reviewing  tribe,  has  been  the  victim  of  a  temporary 
frailty,  with  which  we  sincerely  hope  and  trust  he  will  not 
again  be  visited,  but  remain  in  sound  health  and  cheery 
vein,  to  prepare  many  more  such  intellectual  feasts  for 
his  Companions. 

Joseph  E.  Knight,  Exeter,  Grand  High  Priest. 

Harry  M.  Cheny,  Concord,  Grand  Secretary. 

New  Jersey 

Chapters  .  .  39.  Members  .  .  7,340. 

Grand  Chapter  was  summoned  to  meet  in  Special  Con- 
vocation at  Rutherford,  on  October  1st,  1913,  for  the 
purpose  of  constituting  Lebanon  Chapter,  No.  42,  and 
with  a  good  attendance  that  ceremony  was  conducted  by 
Grand  High  Priest  Sanborn,  with  all  the  decorum  that 
New  Jersey  usually  lends  to  that  impressive  function. 

Trenton,  as  of  old,  saw  the  Fifty-eighth  Annual  Con- 
vocation, on  May  13th,  19 14,  in  the  familiar  Tabernacle 
of  "  Three  Times  Three  "  Chapter,  which  must  have  very 
commodious  quarters. 
7 
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The  New  York  visitors  on  this  occasion  included 
Grand  High  Priest  Warren  and  his  leading  officers. 
Grand  High  Priest  Eddy  of  Connecticut  was  also  a  dis- 
tinguished visitor,  and  Grand  Master  Russ  of  New  Jersey 
shared  in  the  characteristic  welcome  accorded  to  all. 

The  Grand  High  Priest,  in  addressing  the  Convoca- 
tion, directed  attention  to  the  deaths  of  two  distinguished 
Companions  who  had  served  Grand  Chapter  in  the  capa- 
city of  Grand  High  Priest  in  former  years,  M.  E.  Com- 
panions I.  Layton  Register,  1881,  and  Thomas  Oliver 
Ayers,  1894. 

In  addition  to  the  constituting  ceremony  before  men- 
tioned the  G.  H.  P.  attended  a  number  of  important  func- 
tions, including  the  centennial  celebration  of  Union  Chap- 
ter, No.  7,  of  Newark.  He  visited  all  the  Chapters  in  his 
jurisdiction  but  two,  and  they  received  a  fraternal  call 
from  his  Deputy.  He  expected  good  results  from  those 
visits.  He  was  particularly  desirous  of  effecting  an  ad« 
vance  in  presenting  the  ritualistic  features  of  the  work 
so  as  to  bring  all  the  Chapters  to  a  condition  approaching 
perfection. 

One  of  the  Chapters  desired  authority  to  confer  the 
degrees  on  an  applicant  "  possessing  a  marked  physical 
defect,"  which  he  was  compelled  to  decline. 

The  condition  of  the  Royal  Craft  in  New  Jersey  he 
reported  as  excellent.  There  had  been  a  net  gain  for  the 
year  of  361  in  membership,  and  the  Treasurer's  balance 
was  over  $3,500. 

All  the  reports  presented  were  equally  gratifying,  and 
the  Grand  Secretary  specially  commended  the  secretaries 
of  the  subordinate  Chapters  for  accuracy  and  promptness. 
Surely  a  new  and  happier  era  is  dawning,  for  this  is  not 
the  first  bouquet  of  the  kind  we  have  seen  thrown  in  the 
same  direction. 

The  Representatives  of  other  Grand  Chapters  were 
presented  by  M.  E.  Comp.  Higginbotham,  with  a  few 
happy  introductory  remarks,  which  he  closed  by  saying: 
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"  They  are  here  to-day  not  only  representing  the  Grand 
Chapters  in  our  own  land,  but  representing  also  our  Companions 
beyond  where  the  Great  Lakes  form  a  mighty  fraternal  chain 
as  if  to  bind  more  closely  our  Companions  of  the  Dominion  of 
Canada  to  ourselves,  and  also  from  beyond  the  seas  where  the 
heather  crowns  the  bonnie  hills  of  'Auld  Scotia.'  They  come  to 
us  to-day  with  messages  of  peace  and  good-will,  from  every 
Grand  Jurisdiction  which  they  represent,  and  assurances  of  con- 
tinued love  and  good  wishes." 

New  Jersey  is  singularly  fortunate  in  its  workers.  As 
a  Grand  Lecturer  it  would  be  difficult  to  equal  M.  E. 
Comp.  Henry  Haines,  but  it  is  in  the  Correspondence  field 
where  he  is  at  his  best.  The  toil  necessary  to  absorb  the 
many  pages  of  the  many  printed  proceedings  of  the  many 
jurisdictions  that  now  come  to  the  reviewer's  desk  is,  to 
him,  seemingly  a  pleasant  recreation.  Noticing,  under 
Canada,  certain  mild  strictures  directed  at  those  officers 
who  are  selected  by  the  Chapters  of  their  district  for  the 
purpose  of  superintending  the  work  therein  during  the 
year,  he,  with  his  usual  analytical  thoroughness,  exam- 
ines for  himself,  and  when  it  is  remembered  that  the  in- 
specting officer  "  must  be  a  resident  of  the  district  over 
which  he  is  called  to  preside,"  it  follows  that  occasionally 
the  choosers,  be  they  ever  so  careful,  are  bound  to  draw 
a  blank,  and  for  obvious  reasons. 

"  Our  own  inference  is,  as  we  read  between  the  lines,  that 
this  faithful  band  of  Superintendents  are  not  in  every  instance 
thoroughly  grounded  in  the  ritual,  and  are  not  universally  cog- 
nizant of  their  authority,  for  nowhere  is  more  scrupulous  care 
in  inspecting  the  results  of  official  labor  of  inspecting  officers 
bestowed  than  in  Canada,  and  we  are  glad  to  notice  the  com- 
mendation  again   accorded   them  by  the   Executive    Committee." 

He,  like  others,  notably  Companion  Foster  of  Colo- 
rado, resents  the  associating  with  Masonry  of  an  organ- 
ization that  came  over  and  was  started  many  years  ago 
by  a  well-known  comedian  and  his  fun-loving  Companions 
as  a  joke.  Be  that  as  it  may,  the  joke  got  beyond  their 
control  until  it  grew  to  practical  proportions,  and  the 
Mystic  Shrine  is  actually  finding  valiant  defenders  within 
the  Craft,  who  champion  it  as  the  legitimate  offshoot  of  a 
parent  stem.  One  of  these  is  the  redoubtable  reviewer  for 
the  District  of  Columbia,  Companion  Roe  Fulkerson,  and 
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whether  such  an  inveterate  joker  is  serious  in  his  claim 
or  not,  Companion  Haines  takes  no  chances.  Referring 
to  his  manifest  predilections,  he  said: 

"Of  these  probably  none  is  more  conspicuous  than  that 
shown  in  his  apostleship  of  the  Mystic  Shrine,  an  organization 
which,  although  extorting  a  promise  from  its  numerous  joiners 
'  to  respect  all  religions  as  good  and  worthy,'  possesses  little 
religion  of  its  own,  as  we  view  it,  to  strengthen  one  in  the  ful- 
fillment of  this  promise. 

"  We  have  no  desire  to  disparage  the  Shrine  in  the  abstract. 
We  believe  that,  in  so  far  as  it  furnishes  entertainment  and 
amusement  to  those  having  no  higher  aim,  and  thus  keeps  them 
from  being  allured  into  patronizing  something  less  worthy,  it 
may  be  praised ;  but  our  complaint  is  that  it  is  made  to  appear 
as  a  legitimate  appurtenance  to  Masonry,  and  in  a  measure 
makes  Masonry  appear  responsible,  in  the  minds  of  some,  for 
imperfections  not  its  own." 

To  read  Companion  Haines  is,  as  an  ingenious  clerical 
neophyte  remarked  after  an  initial  acquaintance  with  the 
Shrine,  "  a  decidedly  elevating  experience."  He  im- 
presses the  reader  with  his  own  lofty  ideals  of  Masonry 
and  the  Masonic  life,  and  one  quits  the  perusal  with  the 
conviction  that  it  has  done  him  good. 

Robert  A.  Meeker,  Plainfield,  Grand  High  Priest. 

Peter  McGill,  Bound  Brook,  Grand  Secretary. 

New  Mexico 

Chapters  .  .  18.  Members  .  .  1,081. 

Grand  Chapter  had  three  special  convocations  to  con- 
stitute one  and  institute  two  new  Chapters  in  December 
of  191 2  and  in  the  months  of  June  and  July  prior  to  the 
Sixteenth  Annual  Convocation,  in  Santa  Fe,  on  the  23rd 
October,  1913.  Fourteen  of  the  sixteen  chartered  Chap- 
ters were  represented,  and  no  less  than  thirteen  Past 
Grand  High  Priests. 

Grand  High  Priest  Young  welcomed  the  Companions 
and  expressed  pleasure  at  the  benefits  derived  from  the 
annual  reunion.  He  regretted  that  family  affliction  and 
other   unavoidable  causes   prevented   his   mingling   with 
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them  in  their  home  Chapters  as  he  would  have  liked,  and 
referred  with  feeling  to  the  passing  away  of  their  Grand 
Sentinel,  Comp.  Paul  Teutsch. 

With  a  brief  reference  to  the  issue  of  dispensations 
of  the  usual  variety,  he  closed  with  words  of  appreciation 
for  favors  received. 

The  financial  reports  showed  a  healthy  state  of  affairs. 

A  committee  of  three  was  appointed  by  the  Grand 
High  Priest  to  formulate  a  ritual  to  conform  with  the 
Blue  Lodge  ritual.  Whatever  that  may  mean.  In  the 
meantime  correspondence  is  being  conducted  with  other 
jurisdictions  to  elicit  pointers. 

Charters  were  recommended,  and  granted  to,  the 
Chapters  working  under  dispensation. 

Notwithstanding  that  the  Correspondence  Commit- 
tee's grant  was  increased  to  $200,  their  report  does  not 
appear. 

Grand  Chapter  acknowledged  the  hospitality  of  the 
fraternity  in  Santa  Fe,  and  Companion  C.  A.  Wheelon 
responded  on  behalf  of  the  local  bodies  with  fitting  words 
of  appreciation  for  the  opportunity  of  entertaining  the 
Grand  Chapter.  He  said  he  had  lived  in  Santa  Fe  for  ten 
years  and  this  was  the  first  session  of  any  Grand  Body 
during  that  time,  and  hoped  that  before  another  decade 
the  Masons  of  the  Ancient  City  would  again  be  honored 
by  a  visitation  of  the  Grand  Chapter. 

Nathan  Jaffa,  Roswell,  Grand  High  Priest. 

Alpheus  A.  Keen,  Albuquerque,  Grand  Secretary. 

New  South  Wales 

Chapters  .  .  18. 

A  neat  little  booklet  contains  the  proceedings  of  quar- 
terly Convocations  held  in  Sydney  in  February,  May, 
August  and  November,  191 3,  much  of  which  is  of  purely 
local  interest,  and  that  the  Companions  there  are  zeal- 
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ously  working  is  revealed  in  the  establishing  of  new 
Chapters  and  an  increasing  membership.  The  main  topic 
and  one  which  has  gained  not  only  theirs  but  universal 
attention  in  recent  years,  is  the  attitude  of  Scotland  in  its 
relation  to  the  Grand  Chapter  of  New  South  Wales.  At 
the  May  Convocation  the  Grand  First  Principal  referred 
to  the  unpleasant  matter  thus : 

"  I  do  not  intend  to  refer  again  to  the  question  of  recogni- 
tion by  the  Supreme  Grand  Chapter  of  Scotland.  I  hope  no 
request  for  that  will  ever  again  be  made  by  this  Grand  Chapter ; 
and  I  look  forward  to  the  solution  of  the  un-Masonic  position 
at  present  existing  here  in  R.  A.  Masonry  by  other  means.' 

He  then  expresses  appreciation  for  the  sympathetic 
opinions  from  other  Grand  Chapters,  including  Canada, 
which  he  quotes. 

M.  E.  Comp.  H.  Montgomeric-Hamilton  was  induced 
to  again  allude  to  the  matter  by  reason  of  a  proposed 
condition : 

"  In  one  respect  there  is  no  change,  while  in  another  a  new 
and  extraordinary  position  has  been  proposed  by  the  Supreme 
Grand  Chapter  of  Scotland,  one  that  we  could  not  possibly 
agree  to.  The  Supreme  Grand  Chapter  of  Scotland  still  refuse's 
to  recognize  this  Grand  Chapter  as  the  Supreme  Grand  Body 
in  this  territory;  in  this  there  is  no  alteration  in  its  atttitude 
towards  us.  It  has,  however,  put  forward  the  novel  and 
astounding  proposition,  hitherto  unheard  of  in  Masonic  juris- 
prudence, and  contrary  to  all  Masonic  practice,  that  there  can 
be  two  Sovereign  Bodies  in  one  territory,  that  is  to  say,  not 
merely  bodies  representing  two  foreign  Sovereign  Bodies,  as 
obtains  where  there  is  no  local  Sovereign  Body,  but  two  local 
Sovereign  Bodies,  or  two  Sovereign  Bodies,  one  local  and  one 
foreign."' 

He  then  quotes  the  opinion  of  an  American  writer, 
who  sums  up  the  situation  thus : 

"  Scotland  is  willing  to  concede  recognition  to  these  Grand 
Chapters  (New  South  Wales,  Western  Australia  and  New 
Zealand),  but  insists  on  a  dual  Sovereignty,  which  the  Grand 
Chapters  affected   decline,  and  properly  so. 

"  Scotland  not  only  wants  privilege  of  maintaining  its  exist- 
ing Chapters,  but  insists  on  placing  new  Chapters  in  the  terri- 
tory as  rivals  to  the  Chapters '  composing  the  legal  Grand 
Chapter. 
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"  Scotland  lias  no  Grand  Chapter  in  the  Antipodes,  but  gov- 
erns its  subordinate  Chapters  by  Grand  Superintendents.  Each 
colony  or  province  where  it  has  Chapters  has  a  Superintendent, 
who  reports  annually  to  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Scotland  the 
condition  of  his  charges  and  their  progress. 

"Is  it  not  time  tos  call  a  halt?  The  great  majority  of  the 
Capitular  world  favours  the  theory  of  sovereign  jurisdiction  as 
against  dual  jurisdiction.  They  do  no  countenance  the  latter, 
which  makes   for  evil  continually." 

A.  Chandler,  Sydney,  Grand  Z. 

Alf  J.  Burbidge,  Sydney,  Grand  Scribe  E. 

New  York 

Chapters  .  .  207.  Members  .  .  39,398. 

In  the  Masonic  Temple,  on  the  northwest  corner  of 
Maiden  Lane  and  Lodge  Street,  "  in  the  City  of  Albany, 
commencing  on  Tuesday,  February  3rd,  Anno  Inven- 
tions 2444,  Anno  Domini  1914." 

Thus  the  record  opens  and  the  recorder,  it  seems,  is 
that  particular  lest  the  curious  searcher  of  the  future 
should  correctly  locate  the  meeting  place  that  he  is  care- 
ful that  any  other  Masonic  Temple  may  not  be  mistaken 
for  the  Capitular  rendezvous  of  this  notable  One  hun- 
dred and  seventeenth  Annual,  when  Frederick  W.  Culler, 
Grand  High  Priest,  with  the  dignity  due  to  his  exalted 
position  and  the  great  jurisdiction  that  so  honored  him, 
presided  over  an  assembly  of  Companions  of  the  Royal 
Arch  as  only  the  Empire  State  can  show. 

Four  only  of  the  two  hundred  and  seven  constituent 
Chapters  were  unrepresented  by  their  accredited  dele- 
gates. A  complete  official  list,  with  ten  supporting  Past 
Grand  High  Priests  and  forty-two  representatives  of 
sister  Grand  Chapters,  made  an  imposing  array  of  Royal 
Craftsmen. 

Visitors  holding  office  of  responsibility  were  there, 
including  the  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  the 
Grand   Master  of  the  Grand   Council  R.   &   S.   M.,   the 
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Grand  Commander  of  the  Knights  Templar  and  the 
Grand  High  Priests  of  New  Jersey  and  Connecticut  with 
their  escorts. 

Two  Past  Grand  High  Priests  were  called  from 
earthly  labor  since  the  previous  Convocation,  M.  E.  Com- 
panions John  W.  Palmer  and  Thomas  C.  Cassidy,  presid- 
ing in  1899  and  1873-4  respectively. 

Grand  High  Priest  Culler  dealt  at  length  with  the 
records  of  the  worthy  Companions  as,  indeed,  he  did 
with  other  zealous  working  Companions  who  had  made 
their  impress  in  spheres  less  exalted  but  probably  de- 
manding equal  diligence. 

Among  his  dispensations  were  several  to  Chapters  to 
confer  the  preliminary  degrees  at  other  Masonic  centres 
than  their  own.  Such  a  permission  with  us  is  unknown, 
as  the  charter  provides  for  the  one  locality  without  quali- 
fication. 

The  Grand  High  Priest's  attention  was  directed  dur- 
ing the  year  to  the  inattention  of  several  of  the  Repre- 
sentatives holding  the  commission  of  sister  Grand  Chap- 
ters, by  neglecting  to  attend  the  Annual  Convocations, 
and  in  a  few  instances  he  requested  resignation  of  the 
position.  A  number  complied.  In  a  dozen  cases  new 
appointments  were  made. 

"  Those  Companions  who  represent  bordering  States 
should  be  permitted  to  hold  commissions  continuously,  so  long 
as  they  are  attentive  to  their  duties.  But  I  just  as  firmly  be- 
lieve that  the  majority  of  commissions  should  be  held  for  three 
years  and  no  longer,  in  conformity  with  the  rule  in  many  of  our 
sister  Grand  Chapters." 

He  urged  that  a  readjustment  of  the  by-laws  affecting 
Chapters  which,  meeting  in  December,  occasionally  are 
compelled  to  ask  for  authority  to  hold  their  election  or 
installation  Convocation  on  a  postponed  date,  when 
Christmas  intervenes. 

He  recommended  that  Grand  Chapter  donate  to  the 
Grand  Lodge  the  sum  of  $25,000,  to  be  used  for  the  erec- 
tion of  a  building  for  the  children  at  the  Utica  Masonic 
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Home.  The  Finance  Committee,  to  whom  the  recom- 
mendation was  referred,  reported  later  that  they  did  not 
consider  the  proposal  to  be  in  the  best  interests  of  the 
Royal  Craft. 

He  was  an  indefatigable  visitor,  making  thirty-three 
formal  calls  and  twenty-seven  informal,  to  the  private 
Chapters. 

With  grateful  perception  he  paid  tribute  to  Grand 
Secretary  Hunt's  helpfulness  and  ability: 

"  He  is  alert,  willing  and  competent,  accurate  and  attentive. 
In  a  word,  he  is  a  Grand  Secretary." 

Closing,  he  quoted  a  predecessor's  words  of  admoni- 
tion as  being  especially  appropriate  and  suitable: 

"Let  each  member  appreciate  the  responsibility  that  he  car- 
ries in  reflecting  the  nature  of  our  Order  in  his  daily  walk  and 
conversation;  let  all  the  officers  devote  themselves  to  the  highest 
well-being  of  the  Chapters  whose  interests  are  placed  in  their 
hands,  and  let  all  work  together  in  unison,  maintaining  a  high 
standard  of  work,  an  impressive  rendition  of  the  ritual,  and  a 
high  grade  of  membership  for  the  Fraternity,  and  Royal  Arch 
Masonry  will  increase  in  power,  and  its  influence  will  be  felt 
and  recognized  as  an  essential  element  of  strength  in  every  com- 
munity in  which  it  is  represented." 

Then  the  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest  told  of  what  he 
did  during  the  year,  mainly  as  a  visitor  and  instructor, 
doing  well  in  both  capacities. 

The  Grand  Treasurer  gave  a  clear  statement  of  the 
responsibilities  thrust  upon  him  and  the  many  of  which 
he  was  relieved,  yet  leaving  sufficient  to  be  a  satisfactory 
anxiety  in  the  interval. 

Grand  Secretary  Hunt's  narrative  of  official  worries 
included  a  toilsome  revision  of  the  Grand  Chapter  Regis- 
ter, a  daring  feat  that  at  once  stamps  him  a  man  sans  pair 
et  sans  reproche,  or,  in  plain  English,  "  the  right  man  in 
the  right  place."  One  can  in  fancy  see  him  shaking 
hands  with  himself  when  it  was  all  over.  Few  can  realize 
what  such  a  readjustment  means,  and  apparently  among 
the  many  was  the  Committee  to  whom   Comp.   Hunt's 
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report  was  referred.     It  was  all  embraced  in  the  follow- 
ing pithy  sentence: 

"  We  find  the  books  and  accounts  of  the  Grand  Treasurer 
and  Grand  Secretary  correct  in  all  particulars." 

Yet  Comp.  Hunt  was  employed  on  this  stupendous 
undertaking  for  the  greater  part  of  the  year.  A  labor  of 
love!  you  say.  Perhaps,  but  one  ventures  the  opinion 
that  the  vigilant  Committee  would  shrink  from  such  a 
duty  did  the  combined  energies  of  the  quintette  grasp 
what  that  revision  really  meant.  The  result  reduced  the 
total  membership  by  nearly  300. 

The  veteran  Grand  Lecturer's  report  indicated  that 
the  worthy  Companion  McGown,  while  vigorous  in 
spirit,  was  bending  under  the  weight  of  years  and  infirm- 
ity. Later,  when  the  Grand  High  Priest  announced  his 
reappointment,  the  good  old  Companion  declined,  as  the 
condition  of  his  health  demanded  rest  after  a  service  of 
over  thirty  years  in  the  position. 

New  York,  as  might  be  expected,  was  not  unmindful 
of  those  faithfully  served  thirty  years.  M.  E.  Comp. 
Hemmingway  was  appointed  to  the  position  and  Past 
Grand  High  Priest  Barnes'  motion  that  Comp.  McGown 
be  made  Grand  Lecturer  Emeritus  was  carried,  and  a 
further  motion  that  he  be  paid  twelve  hundred  dollars 
a  year  was  also  carried  with  unanimous  approval. 

R.  E.  Comp.  and  Rev.  Pierre  Cushing,  Grand  Chap- 
lain, delivered  his  annual  Address  to  the  Grand  Chapter, 
in  compliance  with  the  invitation  extended  previously. 
It  was  an  earnest  and  inspiring  treatment  of  the  theme 
"  The  Meaning  of  Masonry,"  which  the  Companions  fol- 
lowed with  close  attention,  and  applauded  heartily  at  its 
conclusion. 

An  amendment  to  the  Constitution  proposed  last 
year,  to  the  effect  that  the  Grand  High  Priest  shall, 
from  time  to  time,  divide  the  State  into  convenient  dis- 
tricts for  the  purpose  of  visitation  and  instruction,  and 
shall  appoint  for  each  of  said  districts  a  District  Deputy 
Grand  High  Priest,  whose  title  shall  be  "Very  Excel- 


APPENDIX  cvii 

lent,"  and  whose  necessary  expenses  shall  be  paid  by  the 
Grand  Treasurer  on  the  certificate  of  the  .Grand  High 
Priest,  was  taken  up  for  final  action,  discussed  and 
finally  rejected. 

M.  E.  Comp.  Greenwood's  capital  Correspondence 
report  makes  a  fitting  closing  to  a  most  interesting  vol- 
ume of  Proceedings,  covering  nearly  ninety  pages  and 
reviewing  impartially  the  records  of  the  many  Grand 
Chapters  that  came  to  his  desk.  Canada  for  19 13  is 
kindly  treated. 

Arthur  Warren,  Rochester,  Grand  High  Priest. 

Charles  C.  Hunt,  New  York,  Grand  Secretary. 

New  Zealand 

Chapters  .  .  31.  Members  .  .   1,619. 

Of  the  constituent  Chapters  of  this  far-distant  yet 
active  Grand  body,  but  two  are  over  the  hundred  mark, 
and  most  are  under  the  fifty,  yet  the  zeal  of  the  Com- 
panions is  undoubted.  The  methods  in  many  respects  are 
those  of  the  Motherland,  and  prove  occasionally  more  or 
less  of  a  handicap.  The  qualification  of  having  reached 
or  passed  the  chair  in  the  Blue  lodge  is  to  a  great  extent 
a  damper  on  aspiration.  While,  as  with  ourselves,  a 
weakness  for  the  picturesque  nomenclature  of  "  poor 
Lo  "  may  have  an  efTect  on  the  attendance  in  Chapters 
weighted  with  such  names  as  Waitakikil  or  Rawhite,  yet 
the  Maori  language  seems  to  be  popular. 

The  journal  of  Proceedings,  issued  in  February,  is 
embellished  with  the  portrait  of  the  First  Grand  Prin- 
cipal, M.  E.  Comp.  J.  J.  Esson,  and,  if  a  true  likeness,  he 
is  just  what  you  might  expect *to  see  in  the  East  of  any 
Chapter  of  this  half  world. 

The  Twenty-second  Annual  Convocation  was  held  on 
the  25th  February,  1914,  in  the  city  of  Wellington,  and 
was  largely  attended,  the  representatives  of  twenty-eight 
of  the  Chapters  in  addition  to  the  official  outfit. 


cviii  APPENDIX 

The  Supreme  Committee's  report  dealt  with  several 
matters  of  local  interest,  among  which  was  the  improved 
relations  with  England  touching  the  recognition  of  the 
Mark  degrees  practised  in  New  Zealand. 

Scotland  again  looms'  up  in  an  accusation  of  invasion 
of  territory: 

"  Supreme  Committee  regrets  to  have  to  report  that  after 
many  years  of  friendly  intercourse  with  Companions  of  the 
Scottish  Constitution  in  this  territory,  that  body  has  within  the 
last  two  years  decided  to  assume  an  aggressive  attitude,  the  re- 
sult being  the  opening  of  two  Chapters  under  the  Scottish  Con- 
stitution, the  first  at  Gisborne  and  the  second  at  Milton,  thus 
invading  legally  occupied  Royal  Arch  Masonic  territory.  As 
evincing  a  desire  to  live  peaceably  with  our  neighbours,  it.  may 
be  mentioned  that  three  applications  have  been  made  by  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  New  Zealand  to  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Scot- 
land for  recognition  and  the  interchange  of  fraternal  relations, 
neither  of  which  were  acknowledged.  Further  M.  E.  Comp.,  the 
Hon.  G<eorge  Fowlds,  was  specially  commissioned  to  act  in  a 
mediatory  capacity  during  his  last  visit  to  Great  Britain ;  and 
while  it  may  be  possible  for  officers  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
Scotland  to  deny  having  received  written  applications  for  recog- 
nition, it  is  not  possible  to  disavow  having  received  a  special 
plenipotentiary,  who  placed  the  whole  position  clearly  before 
the  proper  officers.  But  the  present  G.S.E.  of  Scotland  does  not 
recognize  recognition  in  its  ordinary  Masonic  sense,  and  will 
only  consider  it  as  a  question  of  '  mutual  sovereignty.' 

"  To  meet  this  question  of  '  invasion  '  there  are  only  three 
courses  which  appear  to  be  open  :  1.  To  submit  quietly  to  the 
aggression  and  tacitly  allow  its  continuance.  2.  To  protest  to 
the  G.  Chapter  of  Scotland.  3.  To  prohibit  communication  with 
Scotch  R.A.  Masons  in  the  Dominion,  and  notify  all  Grand 
Chapters  with  whom  we  hold  fraternal  intercourse.  With  re- 
gard to  the  second  course,  Supreme  Committee  feels,  in  the 
light  of  past  experience,  that  it  will  only  be  an  absolute  waste 
of  time,  utterly  unproductive  of  either  reply  or  result.  This 
leaves  two  other  courses  open  for  Grand  Chapter  to  adopt." 

One  of  the  many  trials  which  Grand  Chapter  has  to 
undergo  is  the  maintenance  and  keeping  in  order  one  or 
more  side  degrees  apart  from  the  Royal  Arch  system 
proper.  For  instance,  we  doubt  very  much  if  such  rules 
as  those  which  the  Supreme  Committee  wrestled  with 
would  be  patiently  tolerated  for  any  considerable  time  by 
our  Companions  in  Canada.  Here  is  one  to  regulate  the 
Ark  Mariner  degree : 
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"  Any  Chapter  holding  under  the  Supreme  Grand  Chapter 
of  New  Zealand  shall  be  entitled  to  work  this  degree,  provided 
that  a  Royal  Ark  Lodge  has  previously  been  constituted  within 
such  Chapter,  and  its  officers  duly  elected,  and  such  Ark  Lodge 
shall  confer  the  degree  upon  regular  companions  of  the  Chapter 
making  application  for  that  purpose.  A  separate  fee  is  charge- 
able for  conferring  this  degree,  and  every  Companion  upon 
whom  the  degree  is  conferred  shall  be  entitled  to  a  certificate 
issued  by  Grand  Chapter.  An  Ark  Lodge  is  entitled  to  confer 
the  degree  upon  a  Companion  belonging  to  a  Chapter  other  than 
that  within  which  such  Ark  Lodge  is  constituted." 

And  surely  there  is  a  flavour  of  the  long  ago  about 
this,  which  is  another  of  the  ancients  resurrected.  It  is 
almost  enough  to  reconcile  us  to  "  bear  the  ills  we  have." 

"  Any  Chapter  holding  under  the  Supreme  Grand  Chapter 
of  New  Zealand  shall  be  entitled  to  work  this  degree,  which 
consists  of  three  points,  viz. : — Knights  of  the  Sword,  Knights 
of  the  East,  and  Knights  of  the  East  and  West,  provided  that  a 
Council  of  Red  Cross  Knights  has  previously  been  constituted 
within  such  Chapter,  and  its  officers  duly  elected,  and  such 
Council  shall  confer  the  degree  upon  regular  Companions  of  the 
Chapter  making  application  for  that  purpose.  A  separate  fee 
is  chargeable  for  conferring  this  degree,  and  every  Companion 
upon  whom  the  degree  is  conferred  shall  be  entitled  to  a  certifi- 
cate issued  by  Grand  Chapter.  A  Council  of  Red  Cross  Knights 
is  entitled  to  confer  the  degree  upon  a  Companion  belonging  to 
a  Chapter  other  than  that  within  which  such  Council  is  con- 
stituted." 

Little  wonder  that  there  is  always  a  subject  for  dis- 
cussion. Soon  Ave  shall  hear  of  something  akin  to  the 
"  Texas  Plan.'' 

In  Grand  Chapter  the  report  on  Scotland's  alleged 
invasion  was  taken  up.  Supreme  Committee  had  recom- 
mended that,  as  two  prominent  Companions  were  about 
to  visit  Great  Britain,  they  be  empowered  to  act  as  pleno- 
potentiaries  from  New  Zealand  to  discuss  the  matter  with 
Scotland. 

This  was  practically  approved,  but  discussion  arose 
on  the  proposal  that,  in  order  to  save  time,  the  Supreme 
Committee  should  take  action  on  the  report  of  the  envoys. 
This,  however,  was  negatived  as  giving  too  much  power 
to  the  Committee. 
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The  Grand  Z.,  in  addressing  the  Companions  on  the 
subject,  referred  to  the  filial  sentiment  which  influenced 
many  of  them,  himself  included,  but,  he  said, 

"  we  now  feel  that  S.  G.  Chapter  is  making  the  last  advance 
consistent  with  its  honour  and  dignity,  and  that  to  accept  the 
position  sought  to  be  forced  upon  us  would  be  manifestly  un- 
just, not  only  to  ourselves,  but  to  all  other  sovereign  Chapters 
in  the  English-speaking  world." 

He  pleaded  for  the  acting,  as  well  as  the  preaching,  of 
the  principles  of  the  Royal  Arch.  Its  ideals  are  possible, 
spite  of  cynics'  protest: 

"  We  cannot  all  be  heroes,  and  thrill  a  hemisphere 

With  some  great,  daring  venture,  some  deed  that  mocks  at  fear ; 

But  we  can  fill  a  life  time  with  kindly  acts  and  true, 

There's  always  noble  service  for  noble  souls  to  do." 

Reports  from  the  Superintendents  of  districts  dis- 
played earnest  work  and  were  distinctly  encouraging, 
though  industrial  unrest  affected  not  a  few  localities. 

J.  J.  Esson,  Wellington,  Grand  Z. 

H.  J.  Williams,  Wellington,  Grand  Scribe  E. 

North  Carolina 

Chapters   .  .   49.  Members   .  .   3,406. 

Serious  illness  in  the  March  of  the  preceding  year 
incapacitated  the  worthy  Grand  Secretary,  James  C. 
Munds,  from  performing  the  duties  of  his  office,  and 
his  son  had  undertaken  those  duties  in  the  interval  and 
had  acted  during  the  year  with  fidelity  and  zeal. 

The  Sixty-sixth  Annual  Convocation  was  held  in  the 
City  of  New  Bern  on  the  5th  May,  1914,  with  a  very 
complete  muster  roll.  Grand  High  Priest  J.  T.  Alderman 
presided  and  greeted  the  large  assemblage  of  Compan- 
ions with  the  gratifying  report  of  a  progressive  year,  even 
though  some  of  the  Chapters  had  contributed  little,  if 
anything,  to  that  condition.  He  felt  thankful  that  death 
had  spared  their  official  ranks,  .though  other  jurisdictions 
had  been  deprived  of  some  of  their  brightest  jewels. 


APPENDIX  cxi 

He  considered  himself  fortunate  in  being  the  repre- 
sentative of  Grand  Lodge  and  Grand  Chapter  to  the 
Washington  Memorial  Association  at  Alexandria,  Va., 
in  the  previous  February. 

"  The  great  enterprise  of  erecting  a  suitable  temple  in 
honor  of  Washington,  the  Mason,  where  the  Masonic  relics  and 
records  may  be  safely  deposited,  is  one  that  should  appeal  to 
the  Craft  throughout  the  American  Republic.  These  valuable 
relics  and  records  of  Washington  are  now  sacredly  prized." 

"  While  we  mingled  in  our  deliberations  and  festivities  in 
those  historic  quarters,  it  required  no  effort  of  the  imagination 
to  feel  the  brooding  influence  of  the  Grand  Master  who  once 
wielded  the  gavel  and  dispensed  Masonic  light.  The  pilgrimage 
to  the  tomb  of  Washington  was  especially  impressive.  When  the 
procession  arrived  at  the  consecrated  vault  all  stood  with  uncov- 
ered heads  and  joined  in  a  solemn  invocation,  after  which  the 
iron  gates  to  the  crypt  were  opened  and  Vice-President  Marshall 
entered  and  placed  a  beautiful  wreath  upon  the  stone  coffin  con- 
taining the  dust  of  the  great  hero." 

He  also  attended  the  Convocation  of  South  Carolina's 
Grand  Chapter,  and  enjoyed  "  the  feast  of  reason,  etc.," 
characteristically  provided  for  the  visiting  Companions. 

Authority  was  issued  by  him  to  institute  Chapters  at 
Hamlet  and  Lumberton. 

Visitation  to  Chapters  was  not  conducted  by  himself, 
on  economical  grounds,  but  a  number  of  the  Companions 
undertook  to  inspect  some  of  them.  He  relied  on  his 
successor  to  do  much  that  he  had  left  undone.  He  urged 
the  appointment  of  a  Grand  Lecturer  to  take  the  place 
of  the  late  Companion  Moye. 

"  While  we  would  commend  the  high  aim  and  fraternal 
spirit  of  all  legitimate  Rites  of  Masonry,  we  must  not  fail  to 
make  the  Ancient  or  York  Rite  Masonry  the  inspiration  of  our 
endeavor.  Many  of  us  are  in  all  seriousness  devoted  to  all  of 
the  Rites  recognized  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  North  Carolina,  but 
we  should  never  let  our  zeal  for  others  cause  our  beautiful  York 
Rite   to    languish    or    suffer." 

"  A  rose  by  any  other  name,"  etc.  Poor  old  York 
Rite  resurrected  occasionally,  after  centuries  of  extinc- 
tion, it  is  made  to  do  duty  when  a  convenient  disguise 
becomes  a  necessity. 
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A  depleted  treasury  is  not  a  comforting  posession  and 
the  Grand  High  Priest  was  in  no  way  bashful  in  bringing 
conditions  before  the  Companions: 

"  No  institution  can  be  run  successfully  unless  strict  atten- 
tion be  paid  to  the  finances.  It  is  easy  in  a  moment  of  enthusi- 
asm to  vote  money  out  of  the  treasury.  Our  most  excellent 
Treasurer  endeavors  to  comply  with  the  edicts  of  the  Grand 
Chapter,  but  when  the  treasury  is  empty  it  often  places  him  in 
an  unenviable  position. 

"  For  some  time  we  have  been  striving  to  get  out  of  debt. 
We  found  it  necessary  to  abandon  the  annual  inspection  of  the 
Chapters,  as  there  were  no  funds  to  defray  the  expenses." 

And  then  Grand  Treasurer  Willard,  who  for  twelve 
years  had  looked  after  "  the  strong  box,"  requested  not 
to  be  again  put  in  nomination. 

Yet  Grand  Chapter  held,  through  it  all,  to  its  resolve 
to  maintain  and  educate  a  deserving  youth  and  young- 
woman.  The  former  was  reported  as  having  graduated 
and  was  now  comfortably  placed  as  a  chemist  with  a 
Birmingham,  Ala.,  firm. 

And  now  it  was  resolved- to  donate  five  hundred  dol- 
lars to  the  Masonic  and  Eastern  Star  Home  and  a  bonus 
of  a  hundred  dollars  was  voted  to  the  sick  Grand  Sec- 
retary. 

Later  a  resolution  was  adopted  creating  the  office  of 
Emeritus  Grand  Secretary  and  appointing  thereto  Comp. 
Jas.  C.  Munds  for  life  with  a  $400  salary.  The  stricken 
Grand  Secretary  had  completed  thirteen  years  of  active 
and  most  useful  work. 

That  fine  old  Companion  and  diligent  knight  of  the 
quill,  Past  Grand  High  Priest  James  Southgate,  pre- 
sented his  thirty-first  report  on  Correspondence,  and  it 
is  as  searching  and  careful  as  when  he  was  new  to  the 
work.  How  many  has  he  seen  come  and  go  until  there 
are  none  left  who  thirty  years  ago  took  up  to  examine 
and  criticize  his  first  review?  True  the  labor  was  not 
then  what  it  is  now,  but  the  same  thoroughness  and  zeal 
is  just  as  manifest  to-day  as  when  he  had  but  half  the 
number  of  volumes  to  peruse.     Canada,  like  the  others, 
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is  closely  scanned  and  reported  on,  with  his  usual  fair- 
ness. With  our  colleagues,  we  wish  him,  with  a  store  of 
good  health  and  all  the  blessings  that  go  to  make  the 
evening  of  life  enjoyable,  a  continuation  of  the  virile 
Masonic  enthusiasm  that  makes  his  pages  a  keen  pleasure 
to  the  ordinary  reader  and  a  rich  source  of  information 
and  instruction  to  his  Companions  of  North  Carolina. 

Albert  S.  Guerard,  Asheville,  Grand  High  Priest. 
John  B.  Griggs,  Elizabeth  City,  Grand  Secretary. 

North  Dakota 

Chapters  .  .  22.  Members  .  .  2,705. 

At  that  delightful  period  when  the  trees  have  put 
forth  all  their  verdant  garniture  and  when  even  man  is 
radiant  and  joyous  in  contemplation  of  nature's  loveli- 
ness, the  Companions  of  North  Dakota  are  wont  to 
assemble  for  their  periodical  reunion,  and  it  was  thus  at 
Fargo  on  the  evening  of  the  17th  June,  19 14,  that  the 
Twenty-fifth  Annual  Convocation  of  Grand  Chapter  was 
called  to  order  by  Grand  High  Priest  Charles  E.  Tillson, 
which,  having  opened  it  "  in  form,"  he  was  expected  to  do. 

There  were  interesting  communications  received  and 
read.  One  was  from  the  Grand  King,  R.  E.  Comp. 
Moultree,  who  was  at  that  time  speeding  across  the 
Atlantic  to  attend  a  family  reunion.  Another  from  Past 
Grand  High  Priest  Anson  Bartlett,  dated  from  a  Minne- 
sota hospital,  where  illness  had  chained  him  to  its  cura- 
tive precincts.  Another,  singularly  enough,  was  from 
Grand  High  Priest  William  A.  Hawkins  of  Minnesota,  to 
say  that  he  was  on  the  way  to  Fargo  and  hoped  to  be 
with  the  Companions.  A  search  party  was  appointed 
and  in  due  course  the  expected  G.  H.  P.  was  discovered 
and  haled  to  the  Temple,  where  he  received  a  warm  wel- 
come, enhanced  by  the  fact  that  he  is  North  Dakota's 
Grand  Representative  in  his  own  jurisdiction. 

After  the  formal  preliminaries  at  the  resumed  session 
in  the  morning,  Grand  High  Priest  Tillson  welcomed  the 
Companions : 
8 
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"  A  quarter  of  a  century  ago  a  little  handful  of  Companions 
met  at  Mitchell,  South  Dakota,  and  organized  this  Grand  Chap- 
ter. We  had,  at  that  time,  335  members  in  seven  Chapters;  we 
now  have  2,705  in  twenty-two  Chapters." 

"  The  God  of  Our  Fathers  has  surely  been  with  us  in  this 
great  and  glorious  undertaking.  Let  us  thank  Him  for  His 
loving  care,  and  reverently  pray  that  His  spirit  may  guide  all 
our  acts." 

"  Our  hearts  are  saddened  to-day  by  the  vacant  chair  in  the 
ranks  of  our  Grand  Officers,  R.  E.  Companion  William  Spriggs, 
Grand   Scribe,  having  passed  away  within  the  past  week." 

Two  new  Chapters  were  constituted  by  him  under 
happy  auspices.  He  visited  every  Chapter  in  the  State 
and  held  meetings  in  all  but  three  and  reported  in  high 
terms  of  the  conditions  fie  found,  notwithstanding  the 
handicap  of  no  regular  instructor.  He  recommended  that 
Grand  Chapter  provide  for  the  appointment  of  a  Grand 
Lecturer,  and  also  urged  the  claims  of  the  aged  Com- 
panions by  adopting  the  New  York  system  of  a  Roll  of 
Honor,  by  which,  when  a  Companion  has  passed  the  age 
of  earning,  or  has  been  disabled  so  as  to  make  it  im- 
possible to  earn  more  than  a  living  for  himself  and 
those  dependent  upon  him,  he  is,  by  a  majority  vote  of 
his  local  Chapter,  placed  on  the  Roll  of  Honor,  which 
exempts  him  from  the  payment  of  local  and  Grand  Chap- 
ter dues  for  the  balance  of  his  life. 

"  It  is  not  right,  Companions,  for  us,  as  an  institution  dedi- 
cated to  friendship,  morality  and  brotherly  love,  to  take  money 
from  those  of  our  Companions  who  cannot  afford  to  part  with 
it,  and  we  cannot  afford  to  suspend  these  Companions  for  non- 
payment of  dues." 

Grand  Treasurer  Land's  report,  while  indicating  an 
extraordinary  expenditure  of  $2,000.00 — money  appro- 
priated to  assist  in  the  construction  and  equipment  of  the 
Masonic  Cottage  at  Dunseith,  still  shows  a  cash  balance 
of  over  ten  thousand  dollars. 

Grand  Secretary  Stockwell's  interesting  report  was 
reminiscent  of  pioneer  days  and  the  organization  of 
Grand  Chapter.  For  the  present,  he  predicted  a  speedy 
and  healthy  growth. 
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It  was  decided  on  the  favorable  report  of  Comp. 
Stockwell  to  inaugurate  a  working  Committee  on  Fra- 
ternal Correspondence,  and  that  the  initial  report  from 
same  be  prepared  and  presented  in  1915. 

It  was  also  resolved  to  favor  the  George  Washington 
Memorial  scheme  by  the  enrolment  of  Grand  Chapter  as 
a  share-holding  member. 

The  Committee  to  whom  the  Roll  of  Honor  sugges- 
tion was  referred  reported  that  the  matter  was  covered 
by  existing  laws. 

The  appointment  of  a  Grand  Lecturer  was  favored 
by  Grand  Chapter  and  a  remuneration,  to  be  estimated 
by  the  Finance  Committee,  recommended. 

The  meeting  place  of  the  Annual  Convocation  was 
decided  on  as  Fargo  and  Grand  Forks  alternately  for 
ten  years. 

M.  E.  Comp.  Hawkins  of  Minnesota  addressed  Grand 
Chapter  in  a  happy  vein,  remarking  that  his  visit  had 
proven  the  well-established  fact  that  Royal  Arch  Com- 
panions were  the  same  everywhere. 

In  keeping  with  the  acquired  habit,  the  Grand  Secre- 
tary presented  M.  E.  Companion  Tillson  with  a  Past 
Grand  High  Priest's  jewel.  The  M.  E.  Companion  re- 
plied that  he  appreciated  the  jewel,  but  said  that  he  had 
made  it  a  rule  of  his  life  that  whenever  a  duty  was  placed 
upon  him,  to  perform  that  duty  in  the  best  way  he  knew 
how,  and  so  he  had  tried  to  do  his  duty  as  Grand  High 
Priest. 

John  H.  Fraine,  Grafton,  Grand  High  Priest. 
Walter  L.  Stockwell,  Fargo,  Grand  Secretary. 

Oklahoma 

Chapters  .  .  71.  Members  .  .  5,200. 

His  genial  biographer  asserts  that  Capitular  affairs  in 
Oklahoma  Chapters  have  been  much  bettered  by  the  ad- 
ministration of  Companion  Henry  K.  Ricker  as  Grand 
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High  Priest,  and  as  he  submits  a  smiling  portrait  of  that 
worthy  ruler  as  4>  exhibit  No.  I,"  the  statement  is  at  once 
accepted.  Furthermore,  the  printed  transactions  of  the 
Twenty-fifth  Annual  Convocation,  at  Oklahoma  City,  on 
April  21  and  22,  1914,  contribute  such  abundant  corrobo- 
rative testimony  that  the  author  may  be  permitted  to  go 
and  sin  no  more. 

At  10  o'clock  a.m.  the  Grand  High  Priest  called  Grand 
Chapter  to  order,  to  listen  to  the  welcoming  address  of 
Companion  Cowden,  who  advised  those  in  attendance  that 
Oklahoma  City  Masons  had  no  keys  to  their  homes,  but 
always  kept  open  house  for  visitors. 

Sixty  of  the  Chapters  were  represented  when  M.  E. 
Comp.  Ricker  declared  Grand  Chapter  opened  in  Ample 
Form  and,  preliminaries  effected,  proceeded  to  address 
the  Companions,  dealing  with  duties  accomplished  and 
those  which  he  had  a  mind  to  do  but  couldn't. 

His  first  official  act  was  the  making  of  one  Chapter 
out  of  two.  In  other  words,  he  listened  to  the  arguments 
of  Companions  who  believed  that  the  union  of  Rush 
Springs  and  Chickacha  Chapters  would  result  in  strength. 
He  presided  at  the  consolidation  and  had  a  merry  time. 

He  constituted  Cordell  Chapter  and  prescribed  for  a 
sick  case  at  Antlers  with  such  skill  that  the  patient  has 
taken  on  new  life.  Another,  at  Snyder,  that  was  suffer- 
ing from  suspended  animation  and  was  threatened  with 
extinction,  was  amenable  to  the  elixir  and  promises  to  be 
vigorous. 

He  granted  dispensations  where  circumstances  justi- 
fied the  request  and  refused  others,  especially  where  the 
request  was  to  enable  certain  aspirants  for  the  Shrine  to 
"  get  there  quick." 

He  was  a  target  for  the  usual  number  of  pointed  ques- 
tions, which  he  courteously  received  without  harm  and 
just  as  courteously  disposed  of.  One  Chapter  failed  to 
have  a  meeting  during  191 3,  although  candidates  were 
knocking  at  the  door.  To  the  query  as  to  how  they  should 
effect  an  awakening,  he  pointed  out  that  the  law  provides 
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that  on  proper  notice  to  the  Grand  High  Priest  any  mem- 
ber could  apply  to  some  other  Chapter  on  behalf  of  the 
candidates.     The  officers  woke  up. 

Delinquent  Chapters  were  given  an  official  shaking  up 
and  were  brought  to  time. 

A  complaint  from  Kansas  that  Oklahoma  was,  through 
one  of  its  constituents,  appropriating  material  to  which 
the  former  possessed  legitimate  claim,  caused  him  to 
promptly  make  enquiry.  As  the  interval  before  Grand 
Chapter  was  limited,  he  had  only  time  to  address  a  letter 
to  the  responsible  officers  of  the  Chapter,  and  a  reply 
written  by  a  Companion  in  the  unavoidable  absence  of  the 
High  Priest  stated  that  the  material  referred  to  was  be- 
lieved, by  all  concerned,  to  be  of  the  genuine  Oklahoma 
brand,  but  due  enquiry  would  be  instituted.  He  left  fur- 
ther developments  to  his  successor  as  a  necessary  legacy. 

Past  Grand  High  Priest  J.  S.  Murrow,  beloved  of 
Grand  Chapter,  wrote  to  say  that  illness,  for  the  first 
time,  prevented  his  attendance,  and  by  a  rising  vote  the 
Companions  expressed  regret,  and  the  Grand  Secretary 
was  directed  to  convey  their  united  sympathy  to  the 
veteran. 

After  the  generous  noontide  repast  furnished  by  the 
local  bodies,  Grand  Secretary  Leo  E.  Bennett  presented 
his  annual  report,  which  furnished  a  vast  amount  of  in- 
formation as  well  as  testifying  to  the  work  accomplished 
by  and  the  untiring  zeal  of  that  officer.  Among  the  many 
interesting  items  was  one  in  which  he  ventured  a  doubt 
as  to  the  value  of  the  Correspondence  report  and  asked 
to  have  it  discontinued  for  a  year  in  order  to  see  if  it 
would  be  missed.  He  was  of  the  opinion  that  the  report, 
as  generally  prepared,  was  not  read,  and  on  economic 
grounds  suggested  that  only  such  matters  as  appealed 
directly  to  the  Companions  of  the  jurisdiction  be  gleaned 
by  the  Grand  Secretary,  submitted  to  the  Grand  High 
Priest,  and  these  tit-bits  incorporated  in  his  own,  or  other, 
report  and  presented  to  Grand  Chapter  direct. 

A  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars  was  appropriated  to 
the  Masonic  Orphan  Home. 
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The  names  of  Companions  representing  other  Grand 
Chapters  and  who  did  not  put  in  an  appearance  for  two 
Annual  Convocations  were  published. 

M.  E.  Comp.  Ricker,  after  installation,  was  the  re- 
cipient of  a  commemorative  jewel. 

As  foreshadowed  by  the  Grand  Secretary,  there  is  no 
report  on  Correspondence.  He  is  still  the  Committee 
appointed  to  prepare  such  for  the  next  year,  that  is,  if 
the  Companions  feel  lonely  without  it  this  year. 

Charles  W.  Tedrowe,  Elk  City,  Grand  High  Priest. 

Leo  Edmond  Bennett,  Muskogee,  Grand  Secretary. 

Oregon 

Chapters  .  .  35.  Members  .'.  3,836. 

Eminently  qualified  to  bear  the  honors  freely  given 
by  his  Companions  and  to  honor  the  exalted  position  to 
which  he  attained  by  virtue  of  diligent  service  in  the  lesser 
offices,  Most  Excellent  Companion  Milton  S.  Woodcock, 
whose  portrait  stamps  him  every  inch  a  Grand  HigTi 
Priest,  presided  at  the  Fifty- fourth  Annual  Convocation, 
in  the  City  of  Portland,  on  the  8th  June,  1914. 

The  attendance  was  good  and  the  opening  ceremonies 
impressive.  Prior  to  delivery  of  the  Grand  High  Priest's 
address  the  Grand  Sentinel  announced  the  Representa- 
tives of  other  Grand  Chapters  in  waiting  and  desiring 
admission.  The  Companions  of  Grand  Chapter  formed 
in  lines  while  the  Representatives  were  received  and  wel- 
comed by  Comp.  Clyde  Evans,  Grand  King. 

Representative  Comp.  H.  B.  Thielsen,  of  California, 
in  behalf  of  his  colleagues  present,  responded  fittingly  to 
the  address  of  welcome. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  prefaced  the  narration  of  his 
official  acts  by  a  eulogy  of  Freemasonry  and  its  bene- 
fits to  humanity,  seen  more  clearly  in  a  country  blessed  in 
the  furtherance  of  the  cause  of  freedom: 
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"  The  greatest  nation  of  earth ;  but  for  the  adoption  of  the 
cardinal  precepts  of  Freemasonry,  with  our  beloved  Order  put- 
ting them  continually  in  practice,  this  would  not  be ;  these  beau- 
tiful and  enduring  precepts  put  into  practice  by  our  beloved 
Order,  freed  the  labor  and  genius  of  mankind,  making  it  pos- 
sible for  the  splendor  of  this  great  nation  of  ours — populated 
with  every  one  a  free  people,  each  and  every  one  of  them  guar- 
anteed the  privilege  of  obtaining  results  limited  only  by  the 
ability  of  the   individual." 

The  half  dozen  dispensations  granted  by  him  he  justi- 
fied by  giving  the  reasons  for  the  requests,  which  seemed 
to  him  good  and  sufficient.  There  seems  to  be  an  abund- 
ance of  law  in  Oregon  : 

"  Owing  to  the  new  Code  of  Capitular  Masonry  adopted 
hurriedly  at  our  last  Annual  Convocation,  in  which  we  find  not 
only  a  new  Constitution  and  By-Laws,  but  that  the  By-Laws  are 
very  voluminous,  and  from  the  fact  that  several  months  passed 
before  the  Code  was  distributed  in  print,  made  it  a  very  diffi- 
cult task  for  your  Grand  High  Priest  to  find  the  law,  or  until 
a  late  date  in  the  year  for  him  to  know  what  to  state  in  making 
decisions. 

He  was  afflicted  with  a  recrudescence  of  the  old  Past 
Master  question  and  the  status  of  the  Actual  in  relation 
to  the  Virtual.  It  took  some  space  to  explain  the  differ- 
ence and  distinction,  but  he  did  it  satisfactorily,  and  he  is 
not  likely  to  be  troubled  again  with  anything  similar  from 
the  same  locality. 

Some  of  the  questions  submitted  will  give  an  idea  of 
what  the  Capitular  ruler  has  to  endure  sometimes.  But 
patiently  and  courteously  he  wrestled  with  the  laws  made 
and  provided  and  sent  all  away  satisfied : 

"  Has  the  High  Priest  of  a  Royal  Arch  Chapter  the  right 
upon  a  motion  to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which  a  candidate  for 
the  degrees  was  rejected,  at  the  same  meeting  and  before  any 
Companions  have  left  the  room?" 

"  Can  the  Secretary  of  a  Royal  Arch  Chapter  resign,  who 
has  become  incapacitated  by  reason  of  health  conditions,  and  a 
new  officer  elected  in  his  place?" 

"  Does  an  applicant  for  affiliation  with  a  Chapter  have  to 
visit  some  Blue  Lodge  before  placing  his  dimit  in  the  Chapter 
for  action?" 
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"  Is  it  necessary  for  a  Companion  to  visit  a  Chapter  before 
he  can  be  received  by  dimit?" 

Financial  and  other  reports  indicated  health  and  pro- 
gress. 

Oregon  is  never  at  a  loss  for  oratory,  nor  the  orator 
for  a  subject.  The  Companions  on  this  occasion  were 
treated  to  an  essay  by  Grand  Orator  Haines  on  "  What  of 
To-day?  "  which  was  compressed  into  the  following  intro- 
ductory lines  amplified  by  remarks  from  the  speaker : 

"  Let  us  turn  a  little  while  from  the  ancient  mysteries, 
Asking,  with  a  hopeful  smile,  what  the  modern  Order  is. 
Let  the  sands  of  deserts  drear  drift  about  each  ruined   shaft, 
While  we  pause  to  question  here,  for  the  honor  of  the  Craft : 
Has  the  ancient  faith  in  God  to  our  hearts  in  glory  come? 
Are  our  ways  uprightly   trod?     Are  our  lives  kept  square  and 

plumb  ? 
Are  our  words  and  actions  right,  and  free  from  all  offense? 
Are  our  aprons  clean  and  white,  emblems  true  of  innocence? 
Does  the  gavel,  rightly  plied,  give,  each  day,  some  added  grace? 
In  the  work  we  do  with  pride,  does  the  trowel  find  its  place? 
Do  our  actions  match  belief?     Brotherhood — is  that  our  creed? 
Keep  we  sympathy  for  grief,  and  an  open  hand  for  need? 
To  the  strong  bow  we,  the  weak?     Bring  we  to  Him  all  our 

cares, 
While  we  still  our  wages  seek,  toiling  up  life's  winding  stairs? 
Have  we  treasured  up  each  truth?     Has  the  heart  each  lesson 

caught  ? 
Have    we    learned,    in    days    of    youth,    what   the    temple-builder 

taught  ? 
Brethren  of  the  mystic  tie,  if  this  prove  the  truth  to  be, 
Let  us  put  all  searching  by,  proud  of  our  Fraternity. 
Curious  ones,  eyes  backward  cast,  looking  ever  anxiously 
Through  the  ruins  of  the  past,  asking:  'What  was  Masonry?' 
Turn  this  way:  aid  I  pray,  in  the  problem  of  to-day." 

The  installation  of  officers  was  conducted  by  the  out- 
going Grand  High  Priest,  who  placed  in  the  chair  he  was 
vacating  his  D.  G.  H.  P.  of  the  year  just  closed,  Comp. 
Lewellen  Clay  Marshall.  Six  days  later,  on  Sunday,  the 
14th  June,  M.  E.  Comp.  Marshall  was  stricken  with 
paralysis  and  expired  in  a  few  hours. 

M.  E.  Comp.  Thielson's  third  report  on  Correspond- 
ence was  bound  to  be  welcomed  after  the  appetite  in- 
spired by  its  predecessors.     He  is  a  careful  reader  and 
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overlooks  little  that  he  considers  good  garnering  for  his 
Companions.  His  review  of  Canada,  191 3,  reveals  a 
friendly  disposition,  for  which  much  may  be  attributed, 
perhaps,  to  the  fact  that  Oregon's  welfare  across  the 
borders  rests  on  the  protecting  shoulders  of  M.  E.  Comp. 
Harcourt,  who  at  that  period  was  grasping  the  sceptre  of 
Grand  Z.  Hear  him,  on  catching  sight  of  some  remarks 
re  the  M.  E.  M. : 

"  Under  Indiana,  Companion  Bennett  tells  us  some  of  the 
things  he  thinks  about  the  M.  E.  M.,  and  to  tell  the  truth,  a  good 
many  of  us  on  this  side  of  the  line  think  that  his  strictures  are 
not  altogether  undeserved.  We  accepted  the  interpolated  de- 
grees because  we  found  them  there,  but  we  did  not  put  them 
there,  and  some  of  us  would  not  be  proud  of  it  if  we  had." 

"Of  course  the  lesson  of  the  completion  and  acceptance  of 
the  mystic  temple,  upon  which  each  one  of  us  labors  from  the 
cradle  to  the  grave,  is  taught  by  the  symbolism  of  the  Most 
Excellent  M aster's  degree,  but  valuable  as  is  this  lesson,  and 
gorgeous  as  the  ceremonial  may  be  made,  we  question  the  wis- 
dom of  weaving  new  symbolism  into  the  warp  and  woof  of  the 
old  tapestry  and  yet,  after  all.  it  doesn't  make  much  difference. 
The  new  lessons  won't  hurt  us  and  if  we,  in  this  country,  pre- 
fer to  have  the  four  degrees  under  one  body  it  hurts  no  one 
else." 

True,  O  King,  and  to  his  kindly*  plea  against  being 
"  semi-unjustly  "  accused,  we  admit  pleasure  in  taking 
anything  back  that's  portable.  Concluding  his  most  inter- 
esting review,  he  refers  to  the  rise  of  Texan  indignation 
with  Scotland,  which  he  opines  is  premature,  and  remarks 
that  trans- Atlantic  jurisdictions  may,  under  their  peculiar 
conditions,  entertain  notions  of  meum  and  tmun  not  held 
by  the  fraternity  of  the  Western  hemisphere.  Therein  he 
is  about  right.  Nor  is  he  far  astray  in  his  expressed 
belief  that 

11  sooner  or  later  we  shall  realize  that  it  is  more  necessary  to  do 
things  than  to  talk  about  doing  them,  and  that  once-a-month 
Masonry  is  no  better  than  once-a-week  religion,  and  unless  we 
put  both  our  religion  and  Masonry  into  our  daily  lives,  neither 
one  will  do  us  much  good." 

Clyde  Evans,  Portland,  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest. 
Jas.  F.  Robinson,  Portland,  Grand  Secretary. 
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Pennsylvania 

Chapters  .  .  135.  Members  .  .  33,188. 

Like  Massachusetts,  this  hale  old  Grand  Chapter 
maintains  the  ancient  practice  of  doing  its  yearly  business 
by  instalments.  There  are  four  quarterly  communica- 
tions, in  early  March,  June,  September  and  December, 
with  the  Annual  Grand  Communication  on  St.  John's 
Day,  all  held  in  Philadelphia. 

The  year  1913  was  Pennsylvania's  One  hundred  and 
eighteenth  year,  and  at  the  March  quarterly,  in  addition 
to  the  official  attendance  and  many  Past  officers  of  Grand 
Chapter,  some  fifty  constituent  Chapters  were  duly  repre- 
sented. The  customary  financial  report  was  presented, 
by-laws  recommended  for  approval,  and  returns  from 
private  Chapters  acknowledged. 

The  Committee  on  Charity  reported  having  in  care  the 
widow  of  a  Past  Grand  High  Priest,  for  whom  a  grant  of 
$150  was  recommended. 

A.  petition  from  fifty-three  Royal  Arch  Masons  of 
Siegfried  for  a  new  Chapter  was  referred  to  the  proper 
officers,  with  power  to  act. 

Past  Grand  High  Priest  W.  L.  Williamson  of  North 
Dakota  was  a  welcome  visitor  and,  on  invitation,  spoke  of 
the  pleasure  he  experienced  at  being  privileged  to  meet 
with  the  Companions  "  in  his  old  home  town." 

The  degree  of  Mark  Master  Mason  was  exemplified 
by  the  officers  of  Harmony  Chapter,  after  which  Grand 
Chapter  was  closed. 

The  routine  at  the  June  meeting  was  of  somewhat 
similar  character.  The  newly  organized  Grand  Chapter 
of  Utah  requested  recognition,  another  petition  for  a  new 
Chapter,  this  time  from  Pittsburg,  was  received,  and 
Palestine  Chapter  officers  exhibited  their  skill  in  render- 
ing the  degree  of  Most  Excellent  Master. 

In  September  the  Grand  Secretary's  statement  of 
work  and  membership  was  presented,  with  other  reports. 
It  disclosed  a  net  gain  of  685  for  the  previous  year. 
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The  Committee  on  Correspondence,  which  again  had 
under  consideration  the  request  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
Western  Australia  for  recognition,  reported  adversely 
thereon,  as  it  did  on  a  former  occasion,  when  it  submitted 
in  explanation  of  its  action: 

"  Your  Committee  regrets  that  it  is  not  informed  as  to  the 
attitude  of  the  Grand  Chapters  of  England  and  Scotland  to- 
ward the  new  Grand  Chapter,  or  the  feeling  toward  it  of  the 
Chapters  in  Western  Australia  which  are  not  of  its  obedience. 
But  even  if  we  were  assured  that  the  sentiments  of  these  bodies 
are  friendly,  we  are  still  confronted  with  the  question,  'Is  a 
so-called  Supreme  Masonic  Body,  which  has  not  the  allegiance 
of  all  the  bodies  in  its  territory,  entitled  to  recognition  as  such?' 
To  say  that  it  is,  is  to  abandon  the  principles  which  have  gov- 
erned the  Grand  Chapter  ever  since  its  organization,  and  which 
are  founded  upon  the  soundest  elements  of  Masonic  law. 

"  We  have  given  the  subject  careful  consideration  and  the 
respectful  attention  which  it  deserves,  and  while  we  are  in- 
clined to  be  liberal  and  progressive,  we  are  not  so  to  the  point 
of  abandoning  the  safeguards  that  our  fathers  put  around  the 
Masonic  Institution  to  preserve  its  stability  and  prevent  latitu- 
dinarianism. 

The  Committee  expressed  regret  that  the  conditions 
which  existed  when  they  pronounced  as  above,  still  ex- 
isted, and  that  their  attitude  then  was  supported  by  the 
petitioners,  who  admitted  that  "  the  Grand  Chapters  of 
England  and  Scotland  still  deferred  granting  us  recogni- 
tion." 

That  this  Grand  Chapter  is  not  Supreme  within  the 
territory  claimed  by  them  is  evidenced  by  the  fact  that 
there  are  at  this  time  three  Chapters  within  said  territory 
which  hold  allegiance  to  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Scotland. 
The  Committee  added : 

"  We  regret  that  loyalty  to  our  Grand  Chapter  and  to  Capi- 
tular Masonry  compels  us  to  report  against  the  request  of  our 
Companions  of  Western  Australia  for  recognition. 

"  We  offer  the  following,  and  move  its  adoption : 

"  Resolved,  That  as  the  Supreme  Grand  Chapter,  of  West- 
ern Australia  has  not  the  allegiance  of  all  the  subordinate  Chap- 
ters in  Western  Australia,  nor  the  recognition  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Scotland,  to  which  said  three  Subordinate  Chapters 
hold  allegiance,  we  decline  to  recognize  it  as  the  Supreme  Grand 
Chapter  of  that   Province.'' 
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There  is  probably  a  distinction  between  the  words 
"  Grand  Chapter  "  and  "  Supreme  Grand  Chapter."  Scot- 
land itself  assumes  the  latter  title,  and  yet  has  constitu- 
ents in  territories  where  other  Grand  Chapters  also  have 
subordinates.  The  supremacy  of  a  Grand  Chapter  over 
its  own  Masonic  territory  is,  one  would  fancy,  indis- 
putable. 

With  an  exemplification  of  the  Royal  Arch  degree  by 
Corinthian  Chapter  the  September  meeting  was  closed. 

On  the  4th  December  the  final  quarterly  was  held,  and 
among  the  reports,  that  on  Charity  announced  the  sudden 
death  in  October  of  the  widow  of  a  Past  Grand  High 
Priest  whose  condition  was  recognized  in  the  previous 
March  by  a  grant,  a  thoughtful  act  that  awakened  the 
poor  lady's  gratitude  and  made  her  final  days  compara- 
tively easy. 

Grand  High  Priest  Geo.  P>.  Wells  made  a  brief  state- 
ment to  the  effect  that  Companion  Charles  Cary,  the 
present  Grand  Secretary,  finding  that  the  condition  of  his 
health  would  no  longer  permit,  had  declined  a  re-election. 
Later  the  following  resolution  was  submitted  and  referred 
to  the  Finance  Committee : 

"  In  view  of  the  long  and  valuable  services  of  Companion 
Charles  Cary  as  Most  Excellent  Grand  Secretary  of  this  Grand 
Chapter,  be  it  resolved  that  he  be  designated  as  Emeritus  Most 
Excellent  Grand  Secretary  as  an  expression  of  the  affection  and 
esteem  of  the  members  of  this  Grand  Chapter." 

Grand  High  Priest  Wells  was  re-elected  and  M.  E. 
Comp.  Stockton  Bates  was  chosen  to  succeed  Comp.  Cary 
as  Grand  Secretary. 

At  the  Grand  Annual  Communication,  on  December 
27th,  it  was  noticed  that  the  representation  of  the  subor- 
dinate Chapters,  which  numbered  105  at  the  previous 
quarterly,  totalled  just  34  on  this  occasion.  The  Grand 
Representatives  fell  of!  in  attendance  likewise,  but  per- 
haps the  "  festive  season  "  and  home  reunions  had  much 
to  do  with  that.  Canada's  representative,  Comp.  S.  Shaw, 
was  dutifully  on  hand,  however,  as  he  was  at  all  the 
gatherings  of  the  year. 
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The  Grand  High  Priest  of  New  Jersey,  M.  E.  Comp. 
Lorenzo  D.  Sanborn,  accompanied  by  a  number  of  his 
officers,  was  a  welcome  visitor. 

The  Committee  on  Finance,  to  which  was  referred  the 
resolution  to  designate  the  late  Grand  Secretary  Cary, 
Secretary  Emeritus,  reported  a  resolution  in  favor  thereof 
and  fixed  the  salary  at  five  hundred  dollars  per  annum, 
which  resolution  was  unanimously  adopted. 

M.  K.  Comp.  Wells,  with  his  principal  officers,  having 
been  installed,  he  presented  his  annual  address,  and 
through  it  reported  most  encouragingly  of  the  jurisdic- 
tion: 

"  With  rare  exceptions,  our  Chapters  show  a  steady, 
healthy  increase  in  membership ;  the  finances  of  Grand  Chapter 
are  in  excellent  and  ever-improving  condition,  and  the  Quar- 
terly Communications  have  been  marked,  not  only  by  large 
attendance,  but  by  a  degree  of  decorum,  dignity  and  fraternal 
spirit  well  calculated  to  stimulate  the  officers  and  members  to 
increased  endeavors.  So  faithfully  and  efficiently  have  my  pre- 
decessors wrought  that  harmony  and  concord  reign  throughout 
the  length  and  breadth  of  the  jurisdiction." 

The  story  of  his  active  year  was  pleasant  hearing, 
and,  having  concluded,  announced  his  appointments  for 
the  coming  year. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  of  New  Jersey,  in  an  appro- 
priate address,  presented  to  M.  E.  Companion  George  B. 
Wells  a  unique  card,  beautifully  engrossed  on  birch  bark, 
in  commemoration  of  the  visit. 

Interesting  additions  to  the  volume  of  Proceedings 
are: 

A  couple  of  reproductions  of  old-time  wood  cuts 
representing  the  exterior  and  interior  of  Christ  Church, 
Philadelphia,  "  wherein  the  sermons  were  delivered  be- 
fore the  Grand  Lodges  of  both  '  Moderns  '  and 
1  Ancients  '  of  Provincial  days,"  and  showing  "  where 
Brothers  George  Washington  and  Marquis  de  Lafayette 
worshipped  "  in  that  period,  are  given. 
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In  introducing  the  well-compiled  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Corespondence,  M.  E.  Comp.  W.  B.  Meredith 
remarks : 

"  The  Committee  is  human,  and  very  human  at  that,  hence 
we  are  liable  to  err,  and  what  we  say  must  be  regarded  as  the 
opinion  of  the  Committee,  taking  Pennsylvania  Masonry  as  the 
standard." 

"  While  we  would  that  all  Masonry  should  be  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania standard,  we  well  know  that  such  cannot  be  the  case; 
possibly  it  is  best  that  it  is  not.  Its  principles,  however,  are 
virtually  the  same — to  elevate  and  ennoble  mankind." 

He  is  an  uncompromising  foe  to  modernism  in  Mas- 
onry and,  of  course,  a  staunch  adherent  of  ancient  usage: 

"  These  ancient  usages  and  customs  have  existed  for  so 
long  a  time,  that  they  may  be  classed  as  landmarks ;  if  such, 
they  are  unalterable.  The  Constitutions  made  and  adopted  by 
Grand  Chapters  are  our  only  law ;  they  are  based  on  the  usages, 
customs   and  landmarks." 

In  reviewing  Canada  he  balks  at  the  Grand  Z.'s  state- 
ment that  he  held  that  a  demitted  Craft  Mason  was  eli- 
gible as  a  candidate  for  Chapter  membership,  and  ex- 
presses inability  to  understand  the  position.  Well,  it 
means  simply  that  Canada  has  not  yet  learned  to  regard 
non-affiliation  as  a  Masonic  offence,  and  that  it  has  to 
the  present  preserved  a  feature  of  ancient  usage  and 
custom  from  the  reforming  hands  of  the  innovator.  In 
other  words,  the  American  "  doctrine  "  of  relative  mem- 
bership has  yet  to  convince  the  sluggish  Canadian  under- 
standing of  its  necessity  as  a  Masonic  factor  in  the  better- 
ment of  humanity  according  to  the  tenets  and  principles 
as  taught  by  the  fathers.  We  still  hold  to  the  belief  that 
the  free  will  which  the  candidate  possesses  when  he  offers 
himself  to  the  Craft  is  still  his,  whether  he  expresses  a 
desire  to  advance  or  not.  It  is  perhaps  an  old-fashioned 
notion,  but  even  in  the  acknowledged  cradle  of  the  Craft 
the  Masons  in  that  respect  are  not  being  led  to  change  by 
any  modern  pleas  of  expediency.  If  the  worthy  Com- 
panion defends  the  innovation,  then  all  that  can  be  said  is 
that  the  "  unalterable  "  is  in  dire  peril. 

George  B.  Wells,  Philadelphia,  Grand  High  Priest.   - 
Stockton  Bates,  Philadelphia,  Grand  Secretary. 
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Quebec 

Chapters  .  .  14.  Members  .  .  1,606. 

With  the  Companions  of  the  sister  province  we  have 
much  in  common.  Our  work  and  methods  are  practically 
on  similar  lines,  our  fraternal  connections  bring  us  very 
near  to  one  another,  and  with  the  provinces  "  down  by  the 
sea  "  there  is  a  tie  that  it  would  be  difficult  to  sunder,  and 
may  it  ever  be  so. 

M.  E.  Comp.  J.  Alex.  Cameron  voiced  the  sentiment 
in  his  address  to  the  Thirty-seventh  Annual  Convocation 
at  Montreal,  on  the  25th  March,  1914,  when  he  referred 
to  the  association  of  the  Masonic  Grand  bodies  of  the 
adjoining  jurisdictions  in  the  persons  of  their  respective 
rulers : 

"  It  is  a  coincidence  that  the  present  Grand  First  Principal 
of  that  Grand  Chapter,  with  whom  I  have  been  otherwise  asso- 
ciated in  Masonry  for  several  years,  was  Grand  Master  in  his 
Province  when  ]  had  the  honor  of  holding  that  office  here.  At 
that  time  we  exchanged  visits  to  our  respective  Grand  Lodges 
and  some  months  ago  agreed  to  do  the  same  in  respect  of  our 
Grand  Chapters;  but,  unfortunately,  a  professional  duty,  im- 
portant, but  quite  unforeseen,  compelled  me  most  reluctantly  to 
telegraph  my  regrets  at  the  very  last  moment." 

So,  too,  in  his  remarks  touching  the  passing  of  that 
eminent  Masonic  light  of  New  Brunswick,  M.  E.  Comp. 
John  Valentine  Ellis.  A  eulogistic  reference  to  his 
active  professional  and  public  life  recalled  the  fact  that 
he  held  honorary  membership  in  Canarvon  Chapter  of 
Montreal,  his  frequent  attendances  at  the  meetings  of 
various  Masonic  ogarnizations  in  that  city,  and  the  fact 
that  he  first  saw  light  in  the  Lodge  of  Antiquity  (for- 
merly the  Lodge  of  Social  and  Military  Virtues),  seemed 
to  link  him  closely  to  the  brethren  and  Companions  of 
Quebec. 

Three  new  Chapters  were  instituted  by  him,  Fair- 
mount  Chapter  in  the  north-east  section  of  Montreal,  and 
one  each  in  Richmond  and  Stanstead,  named  Holyrood 
and  Lively  Stone  respectively.  His  remarks  in  connec- 
tion with  his  visit  to  the  latter  were  interesting : 
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"  There  is  and  has  always  been  a  particularly  intimate  asso- 
ciation between  the  Masons  of  Derby  Line,  Vermont,  and  those 
of  S'tanstead;  the  two  places  are  almost  continuous  one  wit 
the  other  and  are  right  on  the  international  boundary,  or,  more 
correctly  speaking,  they  both  run  to  the  place  where  the  inter- 
national boundary  would  be,  if  there  were  one.  Local  tradition 
says  that  at  one  time  there  was  such  a  line ;  but  the  oldest  in- 
habitant, whom  I  consulted  on  the  occasion  of  my  visit,  was 
unable  to  locate  it   for  me. 

"  I  wish  that  time  would  permit  me  to  relate  even  a  few  of 
the  interesting  international  Masonic  experiences  of  that  local- 
ity, as  eloquently  recounted  by  Comp.  A.  N.  Thompson,  the 
Third  Principal,  of  Lively  Stone,  on  the  occasion  of  my  visit;  a 
lodge  on  the  border  line  between  two  belligerent  nations,  com- 
posed of  members  from  both,  and  actually  b?ing  held  and 
worked  by  brethren  from  two  countries  in  a  state  of  war  with 
each  other.  Tt  is  unthinkable,  that  such  a  state  of  war  should 
ever  again  exist  between  those  countries;  and  on  the  other  hand 
it  is  delightful  to  know  that  the  intimate  relaionship  esablished 
over  a  century  ago  between  the  Craftsmen  in  those  two  villages 
and  the  adjoining  localities  still  persists  and  displays  no  sign 
that  it  will  be  relaxed. 

"  I  cannot  refrain  from  expressing  the  pleasure  which  it 
gave  the  Companions  from  Montreal  who  took  part  in  the  insti- 
tution of  Lively  Stone  Chapter  to  meet  on  that  occasion  Gen. 
George  D.  Butterfield,  a  distinguished  Mason  and  soldier  of 
Derby  Line,  Vt." 

He  was  a  diligent  visitor  to  the  Chapters,  of  which, 
after  careful  survey,  he  was  led  to  report  favorably  and 
to  declare  that  general  conditions  were  "  sound  and  prom- 
ising." He  urged  the  Companions  to  live  up  to  their 
privileges  and  responsibilities  and  counselled  them  to 
consider  some  practical  scheme  of  benevolence  that  would 
everywhere  be  recognized  as  a  Masonic  enterprise  or 
institution ;  such,  for  instance,  as  a  hospital  for  the  treat- 
ment of  tuberculosis  or  co-operation  otherwise  in  the 
fight  against  that  dread  enemy  of  the  race. 

Encouraging  reports  were  received  from  the  Grand 
Superintendents.  M.  E.  Comp.  Whyte  reported  a  net 
gain  for  the  year  of  188  in  membership  and  an  increase 
of  $578  over  the  previous  year's  revenue.  He  also  an- 
nounced an  up-to-date  issue  of  the  Book  of  Constitution. 
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The  Grand  Lecturer's  report  has  become  a  Quebec 
institution  and  is  anticipated  with  a  certain  expectation. 
R.  E.  Comp.  Phillips  is  by  no  means  shy  in  conveying  a 
hint : 

"  In  a  few  instances,  when  at  '  work '  I  have  noticed  a  deep 
interest  manifested  in  the  art  of  printing;  this,  under  the  influ- 
ence of  kindly  encouragement,  will,  I  feel,  soon  give  way  to  a 
consideration  of  methods  in  training  the  memory." 

Diligent  as  ever,  he  did  good  work  during  the  year 
and  was  a  frequent  visitor.  He  referred  to  the  semi- 
centenary  celebration  under  Canadian  jurisdiction,  of 
Mount  Horeb  No.  6  of  Montreal.  It  was  constituted 
under  England  in  1847.  * 

Charters  for  the  three  new  Chapters  under  dispensa- 
tion were  recommended  by  the  committee  appointed  to 
examine  into  their  qualifications,  and  the  recommenda- 
tion was  endorsed 

M.  E.  Comp.  E.  T.  D.  Chambers,  as  of  yore,  reviews, 
the  Grand  Chapters,  and  by  way  of  introduction  to  his 
excellent  report  has  again  a  word  or  two  to  say  in  favor 
of  educating  the  otherwise  uninformed  Master  Mason  as 
to  the  advisability  of  moving  onward  and  upward  and 
instructing  him  in  the  raison  d'etre  of  the  Royal  Arch. 
In  support  of  such  necessity  he  quotes  M.  E.  Comp. 
Bernard  G.  Witt,  General  Grand  High  Priest  of  the 
U.   S.   General  Grand   Chapter. 

That  distinguished  and  much-esteemed  Companion 
had,  when  addressing  a  Grand  body  recently,  expressed 
a  strong  personal  opinion  on  the  matter  with  logical 
directness  that  should  go  far  to  banish  the  "  solicitation  " 
bogey  forever.  His  remarks  centred  on  the  duty  we  owe 
to  the  brother  as  being  pre-eminently  above  the  senti- 
mental hesitation  sought  to  be  observed  in  dealing  with 
one  whose  knowledge  is  imperfect.  His  point,  in  brief, 
was  that  the  Royal  Arch  explanation  of  a  certain  legen- 
dary episode  was  part  and  parcel  of  the  narrative  told  in 
the  Blue  lodge  and  should  never  have  been  dissevered 
therefrom,  and  asked  whether  the  Master  Mason  was  to 
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be  left  in  ignorance  of  the  means  whereby  the  informa- 
tion he  lacked  and  desired  was  within  his  reach  and 
whether  it  was  not  the  bounden  duty  of  those  who  had 
availed  themselves  of  the  opportunity  to  assist  the  partly 
blind  brother  to  clear  away  the  difficulty. 

Companion  Chambers  is  wholly  in  agreement  with 
this  charitable  view  of  the  situation,  as  must  be  every 
reasonable  Companion  who  can  distinguish  between  solic- 
iting and  rendering  aid.  Such  action,  he  properly  holds, 
is  in  accord  with 

"  the  principle  underlying  the  declaration  made  by  each  one  of 
us  prior  to  his  initiation  into  the  mysteries  and  privileges  of 
Freemasonry,  when  he  claimed  to  have  solicited  these  privi- 
leges from  a  desire  to  render  himself  more  extensively  service- 
able to  his   fellow-men. 

"  Surely  those  of  us  who  advanced  that  claim  in  all  sin- 
cerity, and  who  have  since  succeeded,  by  the  benefit  of  the 
teachings  of  the  Capitular  degrees,  in  our  own  search  for 
Truth  and  the  Lost  Word,  will  be  very  zealous  in  our  desire  to 
do  good  unto  all  men,  especially  to  them  who  are  of  the  house- 
hold of  faith  in  the  Fatherhood  of  God  and  Brotherhood  of 
Man." 

A  delightful  report  throughout  is  that  of  Companion 
Chambers.  It  always  is,  although  on  this  occasion  afflic- 
tion and  bereavement  had  proved  a  sore  trial  and  at  a 
time  when 

"  The   heart   bowed   down   by   weight  of   woe " 

was  least  inclined  to  turn  to  a  duty  of  this  nature,  others 
remembered  what  the  good  Companion  would  himself 
prefer.  He  acknowledges  the  thoughtfulness  of  the 
Grand  Scribe  E.  in  his  own  graceful  fashion. 

"  M.  E.  Companion  Will  O.  Whyte  kindly  delayed  the 
printing  of  the  volume,  after  his  own  report  was  all  in  type,  in 
order  that  the  present  writer  might  have  an  opportunity  of  com- 
pleting his  review  of  the  Proceedings  of  Sister  Grand  Bodies. 
Under  ordinary  circumstances  this  work  would  have  been  fin- 
ished by  the  time  that  the  printer  was  ready  for  the  manuscript. 
But  for  the  last  two  months  the  dearly  beloved  companion  of 
the  writer's  hearth  and  home  for  the  last  forty-two  and#a  half 
years  has  been  patiently  awaiting  the  summons  to  the  spirit 
land,    so    near   to    the    dividing    line    that   the    crossing   seemed 
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always  at  hand ;  and  only  since  the  8th  of  August,  when  the 
weary  sufferer  found  rest,  has  it  been  possible  for  the  under- 
signed  to  complete  his  work." 

Needless  to  add,  our  own  sincere  sympathy  goes  out 
to  our  Companion  in  his  great  sorrow. 

Arthur  B.  Wood,  Montreal,  Grand  Z. 

Will  H.  Whyte,  Montreal,  Grand  Scribe  E. 

Rhode  Island 

Chapters  ..II.  Members  ..  4,163. 

Col.  Herbert  Bliss,  of  Puritan  stock  and  a  lineal 
descendant  of  Thomas  of  that  ilk  who  risked,  with  his 
family,  the  emigration  luxuries  of  the  period  and  bade  a 
final  adieu  to  his  native  Devonshire  in  1635,  settling  in 
Connecicut,  where  they  prospered,  hails  from  Newport, 
R.I.,  and  is  the  Grand  High  Priest  of  Rhode  Island's 
Grand  Chapter..  Thomas,  whom  he  does  not  remember, 
probably  continued  to  build  up  the  Nutmeg  State  while 
active,  but  one  of  his  descendants,  a  century  or  two  later, 
heard  of  "  Little  Rhody  "  and  decided  to  pack  up  his 
lares  and  penates  and  move  to  that  earthly  paradise,  and 
Bliss  has  not  deserted  it  since.  The  present  holder  of 
the  ancient  name  is  a  veteran  of  the  Spanish-American 
war,  and  as  a  good  citizen  is  prominent  in  church  and 
social  life  and  directly  associated  with  the  copper  indus- 
try, in  which  are  also  certain  contentious  European  mag- 
nates at  this  writing.  It  is  as  a  leading  Mason  that  he  is 
now  to  the  fore,  and  when  it  is  stated  that  he  joined  the 
Chapter  in  1894  one  can  easily  estimate  his  devotion  to 
the  Capitular  rite  by  the  comparative  rapidity  of  his  ad- 
vancement. His  biographer's  closing  and  expressive  wish 
will,  however,  explain  much: 

"  May  he  live  as  long  as  he  likes.  We  know  he  will  be 
liked  as  long  as  he  lives." 

It  was  the  One  hundred  and  fifteenth  Annual  Convo- 
cation over  which  M.  E.  Comp.  Bliss  presided  at  Provi- 
dence on  the  nth  March,  1913,  and  but  one  of  the  official 
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chairs  was  vacant.  The  Grand  Treasurer,  R.  E.  Comp. 
Amasa  C.  Tourtellot,  a  genial  friend  and  faithful  Com- 
panion, had  passed  away  in  the  previous  October.  Death 
occasioned  another  gap  when  M.  E.  Comp.  Judge  Fran- 
cello  G.  Jillson  was  called  in  November.  He  presided  in 
1873-5  as  Grand  High  Priest. 

The  General  Grand  High  Priest,  M.  E.  Comp. 
Bernard  G.  Witt,  was  a  cordially  welcomed  visitor,  as 
were  the  Grand  High  Priests  of  Massachusetts  and  Con- 
necticut. 

M.  E.  Comp.  Bliss,  who  cherished  "  fond  recollec- 
tions "  of  the  visit  to  the  General  Grand  Triennial  at 
Indianapolis,  said  he  felt  proud  at  having  the  privilege  of 
greeting  the  M.  E.  Companion  and  Mrs.  Witt,  who  were 
entertained  at  a  reception  the. evening  before. 

He  decided  a  question  put  to  him  by  one  of  the  Chap- 
ters in  the  affirmative,  as  to  whether  an  applicant  for  the 
Capitular  degrees  who  had  lost  the  left  arm  between 
elbow  and  shoulder  could  be  admitted  to  same. 

He  quoted  jurisdictions  favorable  to  such  procedure, 
and  said : 

"  Our  standard  for  admission  to  the  Chapter  should  be 
moral,  not  physical.  I  can  add  no  better  words  than  to  quote 
the  Grand  Z.  of  Canada,  who,  after  saying  he  would  have  been 
pleased  to  rule  in  favor  of  the  candidate,  said:  'To  hold  other- 
wise is  cruel  and  devoid  of  Masonic  charity.' " 

He  was  a  good  visitor,  but  was  unable  to  cover  all  the 
Chapters.  He  was,  however,  well  seconded  by  his  col- 
leagues. 

A  uniform  ceremony  for  installation  he  strongly  re- 
commended, as  the  "  go  as  you  please  "  manner  at  present 
in  vogue  was  undignified. 

The  decision  rendered  by  the  Grand  High  Priest  with 
regard  to  physical  disability  in  an  applicant  did  not  appeal 
to  the  Committee,  to  which  it  was  referred,  as  a  unit.  A 
majority,  however,  favored  it,  and  it  was  approved. 
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The  same  Committee  was  not  in  favor  of  action  by 
Grand  Chapter  at  present  upon  the  matter  of  revision  of 
the  Constitution  or  new  installation  service,  and  there- 
fore recommended  that  way.    It  was  so  agreed  to. 

At  the  request  of  the  Grand  High  Priest,  the  officers 
elected  and  appointed  were  severally  installed  into  office 
by  M.  E.  Comp.  Bernard  G.  Witt,  General  Grand  High 
Priest,  who  also  addressed  the  Chapter  in  a  very  able  and 
instructive  manner. 

A  Past  Grand  High  Priest's  jewel  and  apron  were 
then  presented  to  the  retiring  Grand  High  Priest,  Herbert 
Bliss,  who  expressed  his  thanks  and  appreciation. 

An  entertaining  and  instructive  report  of  sixty  pages 
on  Correspondence  is  the  good  work  of  M.  E.  Comp. 
S.  Penrose  Williams,  and  Canada  for  1913  is  most  gen- 
erously treated.  He  quoted  liberally  from  the  Grand  Z. 
and  said  : 

"Altogether  the  proceedings  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Can- 
ada contain  so  much  that  is  interesting  and  instructive  that  it  is 
hard  indeed  to  give  a  review  in  the  small  space  we  have  to 
spare." 

The  matter  of  using  compulsion  in  the  matter  of 
selecting  a  Mark  draws  from  him  an  expression  of  opin- 
ion in  which  this  writer  and  no  doubt  others,  who  have 
been  observing  how  this  requirement  is  studiously  avoided, 
are  disposed  to  agree : 

"  We  are  inclined  to  the  opinion  that  the  protest  of  the  rank 
and  file  against  what  they  believe  to  be  a  useless  custom  will 
after  a  while  have  its  effect  in  doing  away  with  the  selection  of 
a  mark  as  a  prerequisite  to  advancement.  It  was  once  very 
useful  and  necessary  to  the  operative  Mason,  but  we  work  in 
speculative  Masonry  only,  and  while  the  tools  and  implements 
of  architecture  are  still  used  to  imprint  upon  our  minds  wise 
and  serious  truths,  yet  we  do  not  have  to  provide  ourselves, 
literally,  with  the  implements  of  operative  Masonry  in  order 
to  do  this.  Likewise,  the  mark  we  place  on  our  work  as  specu- 
lative Masons  is  the  mark  of  our  individual  character  and  per- 
sonality." 

Arthur  B.  Tyler,  Pawtucket,  Grand  High  Priest. 
William  R.  Greene,  Providence,  Grand  Secretary. 
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Scot/and 

The  pamphlets  issued  at  intervals  that  tell  of  the 
doings  and  discussions  of  Supreme  Committees,  quar- 
terly Convocations  at  dedications,  or  at  the  Annual  Con- 
vocation, when  office  bearers  are  installed  and  the  Com- 
panions enjoy  the  feast  of  reason  at  the  Vernal  Equinox 
festival,  are  of  more  than  passing  interest.  They  reveal 
in  their  own  peculiar  fashion  the  greatness  and  strength 
of  the  Royal  Arch  system  under  that  old  jurisdiction  and 
above  and  beyond  that  revelation  one  leaves  their  perusal 
with  the  conviction  that  our  Scotch  Companions  are  con- 
scientious believers  in  their  own  might  and  superiority, 
and  ready  at  all  seasons  to  uphold  their  claims  against  a 
host  of  carping  critics.  What  Companions  do  or  say  else- 
where is  to  them  of  little  account.  They  glory  in  their 
antiquity,  achievements  and  purposes,  and  are  quite  will- 
ing to  let  others  adopt  the  methods  that  please  them  best, 
provided  they  are  not  rendered  objectionable  by  over- 
obtrusiveness. 

At  a  Convocation  in  June,  1914,  the  New  Zealand 
difficulty  came  to  the  front  through  a  visiting  Companion 
from  that  dominion,  the  Grand  Second  Principal  of  New 
Zealand's  Grand  Chapter,  R.  E.  Companion  Thomas  Ross : 

"  that  as  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Scotland  has  abrogated  its  right 
to  raise  further  Masonic  Bodies  in  New  Zealand,  so  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Scotland  should  definitely  abandon  its  right  to 
charter  any  other  Chapters.  He  asked  for  full  recognition  in 
this  sense." 

"The  Deputy  Grand  Z.,  M.  E.  Companion  Cunningham,  in 
ackonwledging  the  visit  and  speech  of  Companion  Ross,  said  he 
might  rest  assured  that  his  visit  would  induce  them  to  recon- 
sider the  subject  in  an  earnest  spirit  to  see  if  some  solution 
could  be  found,  but  of  course  it  would  have  to  be  considered 
in  committee,  and  that  it  would  also  have  to  form  the  subject  of 
communication  with  the  District  Grand  Chapter  in  New  Zea- 
land. He  rejoiced  to  join  in  the  expressions  of  goodwill  and 
friendship  which  had  fallen  from  Companion  Ross,  and  more 
particularly  he  was  glad  that  thus  publicly  both  bodies  were 
able  to  declare  to  the  world  that  notwithstanding  a  difference 
of  opinion  which  up  till  now  had  existed  between  them  they 
were  still  the  happiest  and  most  brotherly  of  Companions.' 
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And  may  they  so  continue.  Meantime  the  Grand 
Chapter,  as  intimated,  will  have  to  consult  with  its  own 
district  officers  in  New  Zealand  and  receive  and  consider 
their  report  and,  it  may  be,  other  points  to  the  dispute  are 
yet  discoverable.  So  that  Scotland  still  has  what  it  holds 
and  New  Zealand's  dream  of  recognized  sovereignty  con- 
tinues as  it  has  been  for  over  a  score  of  years,  a  future 
realization. 

At  the  festival  of  the  Vernal  Equinox  in  March,  over 
which  the  Grand  Z.  the  Earl  of  Cassilis  presided,  the 
toast  to  Sister  Constitutions  was  responded  to,  among 
others,  by  Comp.  W.  F.  Hay  of  London,  and,  speaking 
for  England,  he  said : 

"  The  Constitutions  in  England  and  Scotland  were  some- 
what different.  In  England,  as  they  all  knew,  they  had  the 
Craft  and  the  Arch,  which  were  recognized  as  the  only  true 
bodies  in  Masonry,  but  they  had  a  very  delightful  degree,  a 
most  important  degree,  namely,  the  Mark  degree,  which  had  a 
separate  Constitution.  Here  in  Scotland,  as  he  understood  it, 
they  could  not  attain  the  Arch  degree  until  they  had  gone 
through  the  Mark  degree.  Whether  in  course  of  time  there 
would  be  any  coordination  of  the  degrees  in  the  two  countries 
would  be  something  more  than  he  could  suggest  to  them.  He 
did  not  see  why  it  was  not  possible." 

At  the  quarterly  Convocation,  December  18th,  M.  E. 
Comp.  John  H.  F.  K.  Scott  presided  as  Grand  Z. 

Before  beginning  the  formal  proceedings,  he  said  that 
he  felt  it  a  duty  to  refer  to  those  now  absent  who  were 
serving  their  king  and  country  by  land  and  sea.  He  felt 
it  an  honour  to  be  able  to  say  that  Royal  Arch  Masons 
had  nobly  responded  to  the  call.  The  First  Grand  Prin- 
cipal himself.  Lord  Cassillis,  and  the  Second  Grand  So- 
journer, Lord  Dalrymple,  were  on  active  duty,  and  there 
were  few  who  had  no  relatives  serving.  He  hoped  that  if 
it  were  the  will  of  the  Most  High  they  would  be  able  to 
welcome  the  First  Grand  Principal  and  all  others  back 
again,  safe  and  sound,  and  with  honour. 

M.  E.  Companion  A.  M.  Howarth,  Third  Grand  Prin- 
cipal of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  New  South  Wales,  was 
presented  to  Supreme  Grand  Chapter  by  the  Grand  Direc- 
tor of  Ceremonies.     A  hearty  welcome  to  him  was  ex- 
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pressed  by  M.  E.  Companion  Scott,  who  said  that  the 
Scottish  Companions  were,  as  he  knew,  content  to  live 
and  work  in  unity  and  harmony  with  them  and  all  other 
sister  constitutions,  any  differences  in  ritual  or  in  system 
not  being  sufficient  ground  to  prevent  fraternal  regard, 
especially  with  a  part  of  the  Empire  with  which  our  ties 
of  affection  were  so  strong. 

Companion  Howarth  acknowledged  the  kindness  of 
his  reception  and  expressed  the  pleasure  he  had  experi- 
enced in  meeting  the  Scottish  Companions  both  in  Chap- 
ter and  out  of  it. 

A  charter  to  Bangalore,  India,  recommended  by  Su- 
preme Committee,  was  granted  unanimously. 

In  respect  of  an  application  for  recognition  by  "  the 
putative  Grand  Chapter  of  Alberta,"  the  recommendation 
of  Supreme  Committee  in  favour  oi  no  action  was  sus- 
tained and  agreed  to. 

It  was  unanimously  agreed  to  rescind  the  motion 
passed  a  year  previously  relative  to  the  secrets  of  the 
Mark  degree  and  to  adopt  the  following  motion  instead, 
viz. : 

"  That  Supreme  Grand  Chapter  declares  its  adherence 
to  the  Ancient  Landmarks  of  the  Order  as  exhibited  in 
the  old  written  explanation  of  the  Secrets  of  the  Mark 
Degree  in  the  possession  of  the  Supreme  Grand  Chap- 
ter." 

Grand  Scribe  E.  Murray  stated  that  he  had  received 
from  M.  E.  Companion  Spence,  for  the  use  of  Supreme 
Grand  Chapter,  three  batons  handsomely  mounted  with 
the  appropriate  Royal  Arch  emblem  for  the  use  of  the 
Grand  Sojourners.  The  old  historic  batons  at  present  in 
use,  and  which  were  evidence  of  the  intimate  connection 
at  one  time  between  the  Masonic  Templar  degrees  and 
those  of  the  Royal  Arch,  would  now  be  placed  in  the 
museum  for  preservation. 

Rt.  Hon.  The  Earl  of  Cassillis,  Grand  Z. 

Alfred  A.  A.  Murray,  Edinburgh,  Grand  Scribe  E. 
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South  Carolina 

Chapters  .  .  34.  Members  .  .  2,976. 

The  One  hundred  and  third  Annual  Convocation,  held 
in  Sumter,  S.C.,  on  the  14th  April,  was  pleasant  and 
eventful.  There  were  greeted  as  honored  visitors  M.  E. 
General  Grand  High  Priest  Comp.  Bernard  G.  Witt; 
the  General  Grand  Secretary,  Comp.  Charles  A.  Con- 
over,  and  the  General  Grand  Royal  Arch  Captain,  Comp. 
J.  Albert  Blake,  who  were  present  on  invitation  to  pay 
an  official  visit. 

The  Companions  of  Sumter,  through  their  spokesman, 
expressed  in  appropriate  phrases  their  pleasure  at  being 
permitted  the  privilege  of  welcoming  the  Grand  Chapter 
and  Grand  High  Priest  Geo.  S.  Mower  acknowledged  the 
fraternal  greeting  and,  referring  to  the  aforementioned 
distinguished  visitors,  said : 

"The  inspiration  of  the  presence  of  these  highly  honored 
Companions  and  of  their  words  of  counsel  will  alone  make  this 
a  notable  Convocation.  This  is  the  first  occasion  of  the  kind 
in  the  history  of  this  Grand  Chapter  since  a  time  to  which  the 
memory  of  man  runneth  not  to  the  contrary." 

Continuing  his  address,  the  Grand  High  Priest  voiced 
his  feeling  of  regret  that  he  had  been  "  providentially  hin- 
dered from  visiting  many  of  the  Chapters,"  and  although 
there  was  a  good  showing  made  in  excess  of  the  previous 
period,  a  few  of  the  Chapters  had  not  recorded  any  work 
at  all,  "probably  on  account  of  the  adoption  of  the  Texas 
Plan  and  inconveniences  due  thereto."  Still  conditions 
were  good. 

Two  new  Chapters  he  reported  under  dispensation 
and  one  constituted.  He  likewise  acceded  to  numerous 
requests  from  Chapters  for  various  purposes  made  famil- 
iar by  the  sameness  of  similar  requests  elsewhere. 

A  Chapter  gave  up  the  ghost  in  1883  and  its  funds 
reverted  to  Grand  Chapter.  Recently  a  new  Chapter  was 
raised  on  the  same  location  and  took  the  name  and  num- 
ber of  the  defunct  body.    As  it  developed  a  taking  way,  it 
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also  expressed  a  desire. to  take  the  funds  preserved  by 
Grand  Chapter,  but  the  G.  H.  P.  was  not  aware  of  the 
conditions  and  requested  the  Grand  Secretary  to  furnish 
the  information.  The  Committee  on  Appeals  subse- 
quently favored  the  request  and  Grand  Chapter  approved. 
The  resurrected  Chapter  accordingly  is  the  richer  by 
$45-35- 

The  Grand  High  Priest  was  thanked  for  preparing 
and  having  passed  by  the  State  Assembly  of  South 
Carolina  an  act  incorporating  the  Grand  Chapter  of  South 
Carolina. 

The  Companions  of  Sumter  extended  an  invitation  to 
all  the  Companions  present  to  one  of  "  Sumter's  Famous 
Chicken  Stews,"  to  be  served  at  Pocallo  Spring.  Accord- 
ingly those  present  at  six  o'clock  boarded  a  special  train 
for  the  Springs,  where,  after  an  invocation  by  the  Rev. 
J.  H.  Harms,  a  bountiful  supply  of  stew  was  served, 
apparently  enjoyed,  and  returned  well  fortified  for  the 
evening  session. 

M.  E.  Comp.  Bernard  G.  Witt,  General  Grand  High 
Priest,  with  the  assistance  of  Comps.  J.  Albert  Blake, 
General  Grand  Royal  Arch  Captain,  and  Edgar  W. 
Evans,  M.  I.  Grand  Master  of  Massachusetts,  duly  in- 
stalled the  officers. 

M.  E.  Comp.  J.  L.  Michie  furnishes  his  fourth  and 
equally  excellent  review  of  the  Grand  Chapters,  Canada 
for  1 91 3  coming  in  for  kindly  notice.  He  is  not  familiar 
with  the  title  "  Inspector  of  Benevolence  "  and  seemingly 
would  like  to  be  informed.  The  words  "  of  Grand 
Lodge "  were  inadvertently  omitted  and  would  have 
partly  asisted  to  explain.  To  make  the  explanation 
clearer,  we  beg  to  inform  our  good  Companion  that  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Canada  in  Ontario  gives  annually  to  the 
needy  widows  and  orphans  of  deceased  brethren,  as  well 
as  to  brethren  in  need  themselves,  grants  to  the  amount 
of  thirty  thousand  dollars.  These  are  supplemented  in 
extreme  cases  from  the  interest  yielded  from  a  fund  of 
$100,000  subscribed  by  the  brethren  of  the  jurisdiction  a 
few  years  ago  to  commemorate  the  semi-centennial  of  the 


APPENDIX  cxxxix 

existence  of  Grand  Lodge.  The  applications  for  grants  for 
relatives  are  made  through  the  private  lodge  to  which  the 
deceased  belonged  or  to  which  the  applicant,  if  a  Mason 
in  distress,  is  a  member.  Needless  to  add,  such  petitions 
are  numerous,  and  the  matter  of  granting  is  carefully  and 
systematically  conducted  by  a  committee,  which  is  accur- 
ately informed  by  the  brother  who  makes  personal  en- 
quiry into  the  circumstances  and  conditions  of  each 
applicant  and  recommends  accordingly.  Under  such  a 
system  there  can  be  no  abuse  of  the  generosity  of  the 
Grand  Body,  nor  can  injustice  be  done  in  the  distribution 
or  apportioning  of  its  Benevolence  fund.  Grand  Chapter 
has  no  such  fund,  but  from  its  surplus  from  the  revenues 
gives  to  needy  Companions  or  their  relatives  what  it  can 
afford  to  make  easier  the  lives  of  those  who  are  by  mis- 
fortune reduced  to  penury  and  distress.  As  the  Grand 
Chapter  is  unable  to  conduct  the  admirable  system  em- 
ployed by  Grand  Lodge,  it  occasionally  has  to  borrow  the 
knowledge  and  experience  of  the  latter's  capable  Inspector 
of  Benevolence. 

Geo.  S.  Mower,  Newberry,  Grand  High  Priest. 
O.  Frank  Hart,  Columbia,  Grand  Secretary. 

South  Dakota 

Chapters  .  .  36.  Members  .  .  3,378. 

Cheerily  the  Grand  High  Priest  M.  E.  Comp.  H.  L. 
Hopkins  greeted  his  Companions  at  the  Twenty-fifth 
Annual  Convocation  in  Aberdeen  on  the  nth  June,  1914, 
although  his  portrait  would  indicate  that  the  "cares  of 
office "  were  weighty  and  serious  enough  to  keep  him 
thinking.  Probably  the  June  sunshine  had  its  usual  trans- 
forming effect.  But  here  is  how  he  explains  the  matter, 
and  it  is  with  fraternal  sympathy  that  we  quote  him,  for 
we  have  heard  it  said  that  "  a  fellow  feeling  makes  us 
wondrous  kind" : 

"  When  I  stood  before  the  Grand  Chapter  one  year  ago, 
after  installation.  I  said  but  little  except  to  request  that  I  be 
judged  by  my  deeds  rather  than  mv  words.     I  had  in  mind  a 
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very  ambitious  programme  for  my  administration.  I  had  cut 
out  no  less  a  programme  than  that  of  officially  visiting  every 
subordinate  Chapter  in  this  Grand  Jurisdiction.  In  September 
last  I  officially  notified  the  subordinate  Chapters  to  that  effect. 
I  had  already  adjusted  business  affairs  so  as  to  allow  the  neces- 
sary time.  I  was  consulting  railway  time  tables  and  arranging 
an  itinerary  for  this  work  when  a  sudden  and  serious  nervous 
breakdown  sent  me  to  the  Sunny  South  land  for  the  winter 
under  strict  orders  from  an  arbitrary  physician  to  remain  until 
mild  weather  prevailed  here  again.  My  ambitious  intentions  in 
the  matter  of  visitations  ended  in  profound  regrets  on  my  part 
as  have  those  of  many  a  predecessor.     Such  is  life." 

How  prone  we  are  to  good  resolve  and  how  easily  the 
best  of  intentions  are  upset  by  weak  human  nature.  The 
realization  that  we  are  not  quite  the  fine  fellow  we  fancied 
ourselves  to  be  has  sometimes  a  beneficial  curative  effect. 
If  it  fails  to  do,  one  may  be  held  up  in  another  direc- 
tion, as  for  instance  when  a  Chapter,  disappointed  at  the 
rejection  of  a  favorite  candidate,  asks  the  Grand  High 
Priest : 

"  Could  you  help  us  out  by  making  this  brother  a  Royal 
Arch  Mason  on  sight  when  you  come  to  visit  us  ?  " 

Now  isn't  that  enough  to  rejuvenate  the  most  nervous 
Capitular  ruler  that  ever  was  stood  up  to  be  knocked 
down.  His  reply  justified  the  arbitrary  physician's  pre- 
scription and  paid  a  glowing  tribute  to  that  practitioner's 
skill : 

"  It  is  a  serious  question  whether  I  have  the  power  to  do 
so  or  not;  I  have  been  studying  duties  rather  than  powers.  But 
assuming  that  I  have  the  power,  I  would  hesitate  long  before 
exercising  it  on  any  occasion.  My  understanding  is  that  where 
this  power  has  been  exercised  by  those  in  similar  authority  it 
has  only  been  done  in  cases  where  there  is  absolute  unanimity 
of  sentiment,  where  existed  great  cordiality,  high  unquestioned 
and  undisputed  merit  on  the  part  of  the  candidate,  and  where 
the  whole  proceedings  were  ,flooded  with  genuine  Masonic  love 
and  spirit.  It  is  no  reflection  on  your  request  or  statements 
when  I  say  that  common  prudence  and  discretion  dictate  that  a 
thorough  investigation  as  to  the  merits  of  the  case  would  first 
be  proper  and  necessary  on  my  part  before  any  official  action 
might  be  taken,  but  under  the  circumstances  as  presented  by  you 
I  cannot  seriously  entertain  or  grant  your  request." 

There  was  some  talk  of  a  couple  of  new  Chapters, 
which  he  had  hoped  would  come  to  something,  but  the 
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"  get  there "  element  hadn't  risen  to  the  occasion  as 
expected.  Nevertheless  he  stated  that  Capitular  Masonry 
in  the  State  was  in  a  fairly  satisfactory  condition.  Just 
about  average  or  normal  progress  being  made.  An  active 
campaign  of  visitation — such  as  he  himself  expected  to 
make — is  just  what  is  needed. 

The  alert  Grand  Secretary  Pettigrew  made  a  good 
report,  incidentally  reminding  Grand  Chapter  that  it  was 
celebrating  its  silver  jubilee  and  took  occasion  to  let  it 
know  "  how  the  youth  had  growed.*'  He  is  still  at  his 
old  hobby,  collecting  the  "  picters  "  of  Grand  Secretaries, 
and  hopes  to  have  his  art  gallery  completed  next  year. 
He  reported  the  year's  net  gain,  not  in  portraits,  but 
South  Dakota's  membership,  to  be  145. 

Grievances  there  were  none.  Nor  was  there  any- 
thing to  appeal  against  except  that  when  the  jewels  were 
handed  out  the  Grand  Lecturer  was  overlooked,  so  it  was 
resolved  on  motion  that  the  Grand  Secretary  procure  a 
handsome  decoration  to  suit  a  handsome  Companion. 

In  the  matter  of  the  decision  relative  to  the  request 
of  a  Chapter  to  make  a  Royal  Arch  Mason  on  sight,  the 
Jurisprudence  Committee  gave  its  opinion  that  the  Grand 
High  Priest  is  not  invested  with  a  prerogative  to  make 
Chapter  Masons  at  sight,  and  approved  his  action. 

The  retiring  Grand  High  Priest  was  presented  with  a 
commemorative  jewel,  and  M.  E.  Comp.  Louis  G.  Lavoy's 
brightly  chatty  Correspondence  report,  artistically  illus- 
trated, closes  the  attractive  little  volume.  His  inspection 
of  Canada  for  1914  is  fraternally  kind  as  usual,  and  in 
his  "  conclusion  "  expresses  thanks  to  a  Great  and  Merci- 
ful Power  for  averting  the  country  from  the  horrors  of 
war  and  the  dire  misery  it  entails  on  the  innocent. 

Hubert  W.  Bartlett,  Edgemont,  Grand  High  Priest. 
Geo.  A.  Pettigrew,  Sioux  Falls,  Grand  Secretary. 

Tennessee 

Chapters  .  .  86.  Members  .  .  5,434. 

Companion  Michael  F.  Flenniken,  M.  E.  Grand  High 
Priest,  saw  a  fine  attendance  of  the  Companions  when  he 
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rose   to   open   the   Eighty-fifth   Annual    Convocation    in 
Nashville's  Masonic  Temple  on  the  26th  January,   191 4. 

"  Over  four  score  years  ago  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Ten- 
nessee was  organized,  and  has  grown  in  numbers  and  influence 
until  to-day  we  have  five  thousand  four  hundred  and  thirty- 
four  Royal  Arch  Masons  on  our  rolls.  Time  and  eternity  only 
can  tell  the  good  that  has  been  accomplished  by  our  Roval 
Craft." 

In  the  previous  March  M.  E.  Comp.  Wm.  H.  Arm- 
strong, who  was  Grand  High  Priest  in  1870,  had  died  in 
Oklahoma,  and  another  of  the  Past  Grand  High  Priests, 
M.  E.  Comp.  Bardford  Nichol,  died  in  Nashville  Decem- 
ber 3rd,  1913,  as  a  result  of  having  been  struck  by  a 
street  car  while  on  his  way  to  prayer-meeting. 

He  received  a  petition  from  resident  Companions  at 
Maryville  for  a  Chapter,  but  as  the  Annual  Convocation 
of  Grand  Chapter  was  so  near  he  held  it  for  its  action 
with  a  strong  recommendation  in  favour.  Not  being  able 
to  obtain  satisfactory  replies  from  a  number  of  Chapters 
which  failed  to  live  up  to  Grand  Chapter  requirements, 
and  the  Grand  Secretary  having  no  better  success,  he 
arrested  the  charter  of  one  of  them  and  suspended  two 
others,  remarking  "  I  do  not  believe  that  we  should 
longer  tolerate  Chapters  that  will  elect  officers  who  have 
not  sufficient  courtesy  to  reply  to  letters." 

He  recommended  the  compilation  of  a  history  of 
Grand  Chapter  as  well  as  a  codification  of  the  "  decis- 
ions "  of  previous  Tennessee  rulers.  The  benefit  of  the 
Grand  Lecturer  system  in  other  States  he  cited  as  an 
example  for  Tennessee.  He  drew  attention  to  the  num- 
ber of  Chapters  that  were  practically  inactive.  In  1912 
forty-two  did  not  record  a  single  exaltation,  a  state  of 
affairs  that  prompted  him  to  advise  a  systematic  instruc- 
tion in  order  to  arouse  the  flagging  interest.  In  his  visi- 
tations he  found  that  many  accepted  candidates  neglected 
to  come  forward  for  the  degrees,  an  omission  he  at- 
tributed to  not  providing  that  the  fee  accompany  the 
application. 
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As  a  visitor  and  a  worker  himself  he  proved  a  "  vig- 
orous example."  He  covered  a  vast  territory,  embracing 
some  thirty-five  hundred  miles  of  journeying,  lecturing 
and  instructing  the  Companions  where  opportunity  of- 
fered. 

He  appealed  to  the  Chapters  on  behalf  of  the  Old 
Masons'  Home,  the  third  of  the  beneficent  institutions 
upheld  by  Tennessee  Masons,  and  succeeded  in  getting 
nearly  a  thousand  dollars  from  the  Chapters. 

The  Washington  Masonic  National  Memorial  Asso- 
ciation he  considered  worthy  of  the  support  of  Grand 
Chapter  and  recommended  membership  in  same. 

In  addition  to  the  valuable  work  of  the  Grand  High 
Priest  in  the  Chapters,  the  appointed  visiting  officers  did 
excellent  service,  M.  E.  Comp.  J.  H.  McClister  being 
notable  in  this  regard. 

Grand  Sentinel  Phillips,  it  was  learned,  was  seriously 
ill  in  Seattle,  Wash.  It  was  decided  to  send  him  a 
message  with  Grand  Chapter's  sympathy  and  good 
wishes. 

The  Committee  on  Ways  and  Means  recommended 
that  the  per  capita  tax  of  Si.oo  and  the  fee  of  $5.00  for 
each  exaltation,  as  now  in  force,  so  remain,  and  that 
donations  to  the  charities  be  paid. 

The  same  Committee  favored  the  appointment  of  a 
Grand  Lecturer,  whose  salary  shall  not  exceed  $1,000 
per  year,  and  whose  expenses  shall  not  exceed  $300  per 
year,  and  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  visit  each  and  every 
subordinate  Chapter  in  the  State,  and  shall  spend  as 
much  as  three  months  in  each  grand  division  of  the  State. 

A  report  congratulating  Companions  John  B.  Garrett, 
Grand  Secretary,  and  N.  S.  Woodward,  Grand  Treasurer, 
for  the  excellent  and  accurate  manner  in  which  the 
books,  vouchers  and  accounts  were  submitted,  was 
adopted. 

A  handsome  jewel  was  presented  to  the  outgoing 
Grand  High  Priest. 
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Care  and  earnest  work  were  the  outstanding  features 
in  the  review  of  the  Grand  Chapters  by  M.  E.  Comp. 
J.  H.  McClister.  Inspecting  Canada  for  1913,  he  detects 
an  error  in  the  identity  of  the  Companion  representing 
that  jurisdiction  near  Tennessee.  If  it  is  brought  to  the 
Canadian  door  the  amend  will  be  made  forthwith.  Other- 
wise we  appear  to  be  all  right,  but  fear  he  must  have 
misread  us  in  connection  with  the  lady  organization  he 
refers  to  and  which,  he  says,  we  expressed  the  opinion 
that  they  "  are  unworthy  of  countenance  and  encourage- 
ment." If  the  allegation  is  founded  on  fact  then  our 
memory  must  be  sadly  impaired  and  the  amenities  taught 
and  practised  in  our  youth  have  given  place  to  a  species 
of  culture  that,  as  recently  demonstrated,  does  not  com- 
mend itself  to  a  civilized  community.  Meantime  we 
promptly  disclaim  the  gentle  insinuation. 

Charles  M.  Hunt,  Grand  Junction,  Grand  High  Priest. 

John  B.  Garrett,  Nashville,  Grand  Secretary. 

Texas 

Chapters  .  .  269.  Members  .  .   18,860. 

As  of  yore,  Texas  has  been  a  busy  jurisdiction  during 
the  year  of  grace  19 13.  Chapters  projected,  Chapters 
instituted,  Chapters  demised,  Chapters  restored.  One 
thing  and  another  has  kept  that  genial  Companion  John  L. 
Terrell,  Grand  High  Priest,  on  the  go,  to  use  a  colloquial- 
ism. 

"  In  our  early  years  Masonry  did  more  than  all  else  com- 
bined, human  or  Divine,  to  mould  society  and  prevent  blood- 
shed, strife,  murder,  treason  and  theft  among  the  early  settlers. 

.  "  As  our  country,  our  State,  has  built,  so  has  Masonry  wid- 
ened her  scope  and  influence  amongst  us,  until  to-day  the  Royal 
Craft  of  Texas,  and  our  own  Grand  Chapter,  stand,  in  some 
respects,  in  the  forefront;  even  in  advance  of  the  Capitular 
world  in  her  benevolent  and  charitable  undertakings. 

*'  Companions,  we  are  but  in  our  swaddling  clothes,  and  in 
this  growing,  prosperous  Commonwealth,  with  almost  unlimited 
possibilities,  we  may  do  much  towards  teaching,  engrafting  and 
stamping  the  principles  of  Masonry  upon  the  coming  genera- 
tions;   not   necessarily    by   conferring    degrees    upon    them,    but 
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that  they  shall  feel  its  influence  by  our  own  orderly  conduct  and 
example  in  following  its  precepts.  We  are  not  building  and 
maintaining  our  Order  and  inculcating  its  principles  for  our 
own  day  and  generation  only,  and  therefore  the  more  important 
that  we  should  perform  our  part  with  an  unselfish,  high  and 
noble  purpose,  to  be  of  some  benefit  to  those  that  come 
after  us." 

With  these  and  similar  admonitions  he  talked  to  the 
Companions  at  Waco  in  Sixty- fourth  Annual  Convoca- 
tion on  the  Tst  December,  1914. 

Past  Grand  High  Priests  John  McDonald,  189 1-2,  and 
Clarence  R.  Phillips,  190 1-2,  the  latter  Grand  Secretary, 
he  announced  as  having  passed  away.  The  latter  suc- 
cumbed to  an  attack  of  apoplexy  in  the  Masonic  Temple, 
Waco,  in  September.  He  was  appointed  Grand  Secretary 
of  the  Grand  Chapter,  and  Grand  Recorder  of  the  Grand 
Council,  in  October,  191 1,  to  fill  the  unexpired  term  of 
Companion  John  A.  Bryan,  resigned.  He  was  re-elected 
to  these  positions  in  December,  191 1  and  1912,  and  held 
them  at  the  time  of  his  death. 

Eight  Chapters  were  constituted  and  authority  was 
granted  for  the  institution  of  four  others. 

Dispensations  too  were  frequently  requested  from 
Chapters  under  the  ban  to  resume  labor  and  to  move 
from  one  meeting  place  to  another,  for  elections,  to  fill 
official  vacancies,  to  elect  officers  out  of  time,  to  sell  or 
mortgage  property,  and  for  other  legitimate  purposes. 

He  took  up  the  attitude  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Scot- 
land towards  the  Grand  Chapters  of  New  South  Wales, 
Western  Australia  and  New  Zealand. 

"  A  universal  rule  and  principle  of  Freemasonry,  accepted 
and  regarded  everywhere  except  by  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Scot- 
land, is,  that  where  there  is  a  Grand  Body  of  any  particular 
Rite,  as  to  that  Rite,  it  has,  after  its  lawful,  regular  organiza- 
tion, exclusive  jurisdiction  over  the  particular  State,  Territory 
or  District  where  located;  and  that  two  Masonic  Grand  Bodies 
of  the  same  Rite  cannot  occupy,  have  jurisdiction  over,  and 
constitute  subordinates  in  the  same  territory,  except  in  a  State 
or  Province,  etc.,  where  there  is  no  such  Grand  Body ;  yet  Scot- 
land persists  in  violating  this  well-known  principle  of  Masonry." 
10 
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He  admitted  Scotland's  right  to  her  own  subordinate 
Chapters  established  before  the  formation  of  the  Grand 
bodies,  but  objected  strongly  to  her  claim  to  divided  sov- 
ereignty in  the  same  jurisdiction. 

"  There  is,  andi  can  be,  I  think,  no  doubt  that  each  and  all 
of  these  Grand  Chapters  have  been  lawfully  and  regularly 
organized  in  accordance  with  the  established  customs  in  that 
regard,  and  most  of  the  Grand  Bodies  in  this  country  have 
fraternally  recognized  them." 

"  Should  we  put  aside  for  the  time  all  other  matters  men- 
tioned, I  do  not  think  it  either  consistent  or  Masonic  that  we 
should  recognize  and  retain  fraternal  relations  with  both  Scot- 
land and  New  South  Wales,  when  both  Grand  Bodies  are  claim- 
ing jurisdiction  over,  and  chartering  and  constituting  Chapters 
in,  a  territory  directly  and  immediately  covered  by  one  of  them. 
We  could,  with  as  much  propriety,  continue  our  relations  with 
another  Grand  Chapter  that  assumed  to  come  Into  Texas  and 
constitute  Chapters  of  Royal  Arch  Masons. 

"  In  her  general  principles,  Masonry  is  world-wide,  and  her 
votaries  throughout  the  land  a  band  of  brothers  united  in  a 
common  cause,  and  her  landmarks  and  recognized  rules  should 
bind  everywhere. 

"  There  is  no  question  in  my  mind  that  the  fault  lies  with 
the  Grand  Chapter  of  Scotland,  and  years  of  fraternal  effort 
have  failed  to  alter,  change  or  amend  her  un-Masonic  course. 

"  I  have,  therefore,  to  recommend  that  the  Grand  Royal 
Arch  Chapter  of  Texas  renounce  and  discontinue  her  fraternal 
relations  with  the  '  Supreme  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of 
Scotland,'  and  forbid  Masonic  intercourse  between  members  of 
Chapters  under  our  jurisdiction  and  members  of  Chapters 
owing  obedience  to  the  said  Grand  Chapter  of  Scotland,  until 
such  time  as  that  Grand  Body  shall  purge  itself  of  its  afore- 
said un-Masonic  conduct,  and  that  our  Grand  Secretary  be  in- 
structed to  notify  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Scotland  of  the  action 
taken  by  this  Grand  Chapter." 

At  a  later  stage  of  the  proceedings  the  Correspondence 
Committee,  to  which  had  been  referred  the  foregoing, 
reported  that  it  had  carefully  considered  the  situation  as 
set  forth  by  the  Grand  High  Priest,  and  as  much  as  it 
deplored  the  necessity  of  such  action,  felt  that  "  patience 
has  ceased  to  be  a  virtue,"  and  that,  in  order  to  maintain 
and  preserve  the  broad,  salutary  and  time-honored  prin- 
ciples of  Masonic  courtesy  and  universal  fraternalism  so 
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thoroughly  embodied  in  the  laws  and  teachings  of  the 
Royal  Craft,  and  which  are  so  necessary  to  produce  har- 
mony among  the  Craft,  could  see  no  just  course  open 
now  "  except  the  one  pointed  out  by  our  Grand  High 
Priest,  who  is  noted  for  conservatism,  and  who  is  so  well 
posted  as  to  the  rights  and  duties  of  Grand  Royal  Arch 
Bodies,"  and  offered  the  following: 

"  That  the  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Texas  renounce 
and  discontinue  her  fraternal  relations  with  the  *  Supreme  Grand 
Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Scotland,'  and  forbid  Royal  Arch  Ma- 
sonic intercourse  between  members  of  Chapters  under  our  juris- 
diction and  of  Chapters  owing  obedience  to  said  Grand  Chapter 
of  Scotland  until  such  time  as  that  Grand  Body  shall  purge 
itself  of  its  conduct  in  invading  the  jurisdictions  of  other  Grand 
Bodies,  and  in  refusing  to  recognize  such  Grand  Bodies  on  the 
conditions  that  the  rights  of  Scotland  to  continue  to  establish 
subordinate  Chapters  within  the  confines  of  such  jurisdictions 
shall  be  reserved;  and  that  our  Grand  Secretary  be  instructed  to 
notify  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Scotland  of  the  action  taken  by  this 
Grand  Chapter." 

It  remains  to  be  seen  if  the  ball  kicked  off  by  Texas 
will  be  assisted  towards  the  objective  goal  by  others  who 
have  hitherto  only  expressed  an  opinion.  Scotland's  posi- 
tion, to  the  transatlantic  view,  is  untenable  by  reason  of 
her  claim  to  equal  sovereignty,  a  claim  indefensible  from 
any  standpoint  except  that  of  being  earlier  in  the  field  but 
not  in  sole  possession.  If  the  English  and  Irish  Chapters 
are  districted  under  respective  Grand  Superintendents  in 
like  manner,  then  the  parent  Grand  bodies  have  the  same 
right  to  make  a  similar  claim  to  Scotland.  Then  what  a 
chaotic  condition  would  ensue.  To  avoid  a  Capitular 
Armageddon,  Scotland  will,  it  is  hoped,  fall  into  line,  and 
thus  the  well-intended  action  of  Texas  will  have  attained 
its  end. 

It  does,  however,  seem  odd  to  this  Canadian  that  none 
of  the  Grand  Chapters  immediately  affected  has  worked 
up  courage  to  do  what  Texas  has  done  in  their  behalf. 
And  it  is  within  the  possibilities  that  the  latter  may  find 
itself  in  the  position  of  the  individual  who  chivalrously 
interfered  to  allay  a  marital  difference  of  opinion,  and  too 
late  wished  he  had  not  parted  with  that  "  virtue  "  that 
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ould  have  saved  him  a  few  aching  bones  and  a  scratched 
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face. 


The  Grand  High  Priest  broached  another  matter  that 
possesses  difficulties  of  its  own,  the  question  of  affiliation 
with  the  General  Grand  Chapter.  He  had  appointed  a 
Committee  of  five  to  wrestle  with  the  question,  but  they 
had  not  reported  progress  The  Committee,  however,  did 
report  to  the  effect  that  they  had  investigated  at  this  stage 
without  a  recommendation  one  way  or  another  on  a  ques- 
tion "  involving  momentous  possibilities,"  and  asked  for 
further  time,  which  was  granted. 

Reports  from  the  Aged  Masons  and  Widows  and 
Orphans'  Homes  were  interesting  and  satisfactory,  as 
were  the  Obituaries  Committee's  report  and  the  Grand 
Orator's  paper  on  "  Masonry  and  Civilization."  The 
latter  is  of  the  meat,  meaty,  too  good  to  cut,  but  we  can 
let  you  see  it  at  least  if  you  call 

Companion  C.  E.  Mead,  who  fills  the  Correspondence 
Reporter's  chair  during  Comp.  Terrell's  absence  on  an- 
other important  job,  made  an  excellent  locum  tenens,  so 
much  so  that  we  fancy  his  illustrious  predecessor  may 
well  hesitate.  Discussing  Canada  and  quoting  Grand  Z. 
Harcourt  in  the  seeker  after  knowledge  and  his  experi- 
ences, he  modestly  sighs : 

"  As  a  novice  we  agree  in  the  above  remarks." 

Well,  if  Texas  has  many  more  of  the  novice  order 
like  Companion  Mead  the  Lone  Star  State  is  in  an  envi- 
ably wealthy  condition.  Why  Chapters  weaken  and  de- 
mise with  such  as  he  around  is  a  question  that  apparently 
escaped  the  perspicacious  Terrell.  He  will  be  there  for 
another  round  it  is  noted.  Meantime  he  is  engaged  on 
biceps  development. 

D.  W.  Glasscock,  Mission,  Grand  High  Priest. 

T.  M.  Bartley,  Tahoka,  Grand  Secretary. 
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Utah 
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M.  E.  Comp.  W.  J.  Lynch,  Grand  High  Priest,  whose 
fine  open  countenance  looks  out  from  the  opening  pages 
and  snugly  sandwiched  in  between  the  records  of  a  Spe- 
cial to  constitute  Salt  Lake  City's  new  Chapter  on  the 
24th  May,  1913,  and  the  Third  Annual  Convocation,  held 
in  Provo,  on  the  sixth  of  the  same  month  in  1914.  He, 
of  course,  presided  at  both.  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest 
Beebe  was  unable  to  be  present  on  account  of  having  to 
attend  a  family  reunion  at  his  old  homestead,  where  he 
was  to  celebrate  his  sixtieth  birthday.  Neither  was  M.  E. 
Comp.  Nathan  Kingsley,  Past  General  Grand  High  Priest, 
an  honorary  member,  able  to  be  present  on  account  of 
important  business.  He  expressed  deep  regret  in  his 
letter  of  apology. 

The  local  Companions  were  cordial  in  their  welcome 
and  the  Grand  High  Priest's  greeting  was  equally  so. 

The  year,  he  said,  had  shown  an  improvement  and 
growth  that  is  certainly  gratifying.  Every  Chapter  in 
the  State  has  increased  its  membership  with  splendid 
material.  This  condition,  he  added,  was  due  largely  to 
the  organization  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  which,  no  doubt, 
increased  the  local  interest  in  the  cause  of  Capitular 
Masonry,  and  "  to  the  dignified,  gentlemanly  campaign  " 
conducted  by  the  members  along  legitimate,  true  Masonic 
lines. 

He  referred  to  a  joint  installation  ceremony  conducted 
publicly  in  Salt  Lake  City,  which  he  stated  was  most 
enjoyable,  and  so  impressed  was  he  that  he  counselled  the 
other  Chapters  to  "  go  and  do  likewise." 

He  visited  several  of  the  Chapters,  and  regretted  he 
could  not  have  covered  the  State. 

A  pilgrimage  to  Virginia  was  not  the  least  of  the 
duties  undertaken  by  him,  and  he  returned  quite  enthus- 
iastic with  the  object  of  the  George  Washington  Masonic 
•10 
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National  Memorial  Association,  which  he  urged  the  Com- 
panions of  Utah  to  join  and  be  the  first  Grand  body  of 
the  State  to  do  so. 

Brief  but  encouraging  reports  were  submitted  by  the 
Grand  Treasurer  and  Grand  Secretary. 

The  Committee  to  which  it  was  referred  recommended 
a  year's  pause  before  action  is  taken  in  the  matter  of  join- 
ing the  Washington  Memorial  Association. 

A  jewel  was  presented  to  the  retiring  Grand  High 
Priest  and,  having  accepted  the  Provo  Companions'  invi- 
tation to  an  evening  banquet,  there  was  nothing  further 
for  Grand  Chapter  to  do  and  it  was  closed. 

Companion  A.  Scott  Chapman  furnishes  a  very  read- 
able appendix  to  the  volume  in  the  guise  of  a  well-pre- 
pared review  of  the  Grand  Chapters.  He  inspects  Can- 
ada's proceedings  for  1913,  and  even  yet  it  is  difficult  to 
understand  his  hesitancy  at  accepting  the  reasons  ad- 
vanced by  Canada  in  the  matter  of  Utah's  position  when 
the  latter  applied  for  recognition.  Surely  the  matter  was 
put  clearly  enough  and  it  was  made  equally  plain  that  it 
was  not  any  action  or  otherwise  of  Utah  that  occasioned 
the  hitch.  He  dubs  a  year's  waiting  as  "  tardy."  He  has 
only  to  glance  through  the  proceedings  of  the  current 
year  to  learn  what  long  waiting,  under  similar  applica- 
tions, means  for  some  Grand  bodies  who  are  advancing 
to  maturity  and  still  looking  anxiously  for  the  fraternal 
nod.  No,  there  was  no  mistaking  Utah  herself.  Only 
the  manner  in  which  at  her  debut  she  was  presented  and 
which  was  explained  at  the  time  as  being  new  and  not 
quite  "  understandable."  It  seemed  to  the  outsider  that 
the  hoary  old  guardian,  while  releasing  her  to  walk  alone, 
was  reluctant  to  relinquish  the  proprietary  rights  that 
were  hitherto  his.  Canada,  on  the  contrary,  is  rejoiced 
that  the  youngster  had  demonstrated  its  ability  to  take 
care  of  herself. 

Bert  G.  Blackman,  Ogden,  Grand  High  Priest. 

Walter  Daniels,  Salt  Lake  City,  Grand  Secretary. 
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Vermont 
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Burlington  was  again  the  Mecca  for  the  Capitular 
hosts  of  Vermont,  where  on  the  12th  June,  1914,  Grand 
Chapter  assembled  in  Ninety-seventh  Annual  Convoca- 
tion, with  Grand  High  Priest  Silas  H.  Dan  forth  presid- 
ing, assisted  by  his  complete  official  muster  and  a  dozen 
Past  Grand  High  Priests.  Twenty-two  Grand  Chapters 
were  represented,  including  Canada,  in  the  person  of 
Grand  Treasurer  Charles  W.  Whitcomb. 

"  Our  country  is  at  peace  with  all  the  world,  except  an  un- 
pleasant situation  as  regards  Mexico,  where  a  condition  exists 
which  we.  much  regret  and  sincerely  hope  may  soon  be  adjusted 
to  the  satisfaction  of  all  people  without  further  loss  of  life; 
and  we  longingly  look  forward  to  the  time  when  countries, 
nations,  and  men  of  all  the  world  may  so  abhor  the  cruelties 
and  life-cost  of  warfare  that  mediation  or  arbitration  shall 
settle  all  disputes  before,  instead  of  after,  war  has  been  de- 
clared." 

So  said  the  Grand  High  Priest,  introducing  his  state- 
ment for  the  year.  He  was  not  over-willing  to  accede  to 
requests  for  dispensations,  granting  only  three  and  de- 
clining in  others.  Nor  was  he  asked  for  rulings,  decisions 
or  waivers,  and  concluded  a  brief  address  with  an  expres- 
sion of  his  gratitude  to  the  Companions  of  Grand  Chapter. 

The  reports  of  Grand  Secretary  and  Treasurer  were 
confined  to  statistics  and  figures  and  were  left  to  the 
Finance  Committee  to  wrrestle  with. 

The  Jewels  Committee  reported  that  a  Past  Grand 
High  Priest's  decoration  had  been  procured  and  pre- 
sented by  their  chairman  to  M.  E.  Comp.  Danforth.  Ver- 
mont believes  in  economizing  time.  The  Committee  was 
retained  to  labour  with  equal  zeal  in  view  of  next  year's 
requirements  along  the  same  line. 

The  Committee  on  Correspondence,  to  which  was 
referred  the  matter  of  the  York  Grand  Lodge  of  Mexico 
and  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Egypt,  announced  that  it  was 
not  prepared  to  recommend  formal  recognition  of  either 
Grand  Body  at  this  time. 
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The  other  Committees  apparently  had  nothing  to  dis- 
uoS.     The  Grand  Lecturer's  report  indicated  that  the 
district  meetings  were  satisfactory. 

"  I  have  been  pleased  to  note  a  general  improvement  in  the 
work  in  all  lines  during  the  past  four  years.  I  am  satisfied 
that  there  is  less  unseemly  conduct  allowed  in  certain  portions 
of  the  work,  and  believe  the  time  not  far  distant  when  it  will  be 
entirely  done  away  with.  The  officers  and  Companions  are  be- 
ginning to  realize  the  greater  interest  shown  and  satisfaction 
given  when  the  work  is  done  without  any  innovations." 

The  district  officers  also  reported  well  of  the  Chap- 
ters and  their  advancement  in  accurate  working  and  gen- 
eral proficiency. 

M.  E.  Comp.  Marsh  O.  Perkins,  who  for  many  years 
has  been  intrusted  with  the  duty  of  reviewing  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Grand  Chapters,  is  again  to  the  fore  with 
a  most  comprehensive  report,  Canada's  doings  in  19 14 
being  generously  and  impartially  dealt  with.  Concluding, 
he  said  that  even  a  casual  survey  of  the  field  must  impress 
one  with  the  unwonted  prosperity,  materially  speaking, 
of  Capitular  Masonry  everywhere.  "A  more  careful  study 
of  conditions  can  but  carry  conviction  that  its  prosperity 
is  deeper  seated  than  is  evinced  by  mere  increase  of 
numerical  strength  or  riches.  That  it  is  grounded  in  the 
quickening  of  the  true  Masonic  spirit  which  awakens  man 
to  his  duty  to  his  fellow-man ;  to  a  broader  conception  of 
the  value  of  mental  and  moral  worth,  and  to  a  greater 
comprehension  of  the  real  meaning  of  brotherhood." 

Don  A.  Stone,  Burlington,  Grand  High  Priest. 

Henry  H.  Ross,  Burlington,  Grand  Secretary. 

Victoria 

Chapters  .  .  19.  Members  .  .  850. 

At  the  quarterly  Convocations  in  July,  October  and 
January  preceding  the  Annual  Grand  Convocation  in 
April,  1914,  much  routine  business  was  disposed  of,  such 
as  the 'reception  of  the  reports  of  the  Committee  of  Gen- 
eral  Purposes,  the  recommending  and   appointment  of 
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Grand  Representatives  to  or  from  sister  Grand  Chapters, 
and  the  passing  of  accounts.  M.  E.  Comp.  Coulson, 
Grand  Z.,  presided  on  each  occasion. 

In  the  matter  of  Grand  Representatives  it  is  noticed 
that  absence  for  two  years  from  Grand  Chapter  vacates 
the  position  and  another  Companion  is  forthwith  recom- 
mended. 

The  Grand  Z.  announced  in  July  the  death  of  M.  E. 
Comp.  R.  O.  Thompson,  who  was  one  of  those  who  had 
been  instrumental,  in  the  year  1889,  in  the  formation  of 
Supreme  Grand  Chapter,  and  the  records  show  that  at 
that  time,  and  to  within  twelve  months  ago,  he  had  most 
actively  associated  himself  with  Royal  Arch  Free- 
masonry. For  his  many  valuable  services  the  distin- 
guished rank  of  P.  G.  Z.  was  conferred  upon  him  in  the 
year  1900,  and  on  various  occasions  since  he  had  pre- 
sided at  Grand  Chapter  Convocations. 

V.  E.  Comp.  G.  Gordon  Ross,  P.G.S.N.,  read  a  well- 
prepared  and  instructive  paper  on  the  Banners  and  En- 
signs used  in  furnishing  a  Chapter  in  the  Royal  Arch, 
descriptive  of  their  arrangement  in  the  Chapter,  the 
symbolic  and  historical  meaning  of  their  various  devices, 
and,  shortly,  the  history  of  the  twelve  tribes  who  bore 
them. 

In  October  the  salary  of  the  Grand  Scribe  E.  was 
advanced  in  consideration  of  the  increased  work  in  his 
office. 

In  January  the  Committee  brought  forward  the  ritual 
question  and  whether  the  ceremony  of  exaltation  was  to 
be  printed  by  Grand  Chapter  and  issued  to  Royal  Arch 
Companions  and  Masonic  suppliers  through  the  office  of 
the  Grand  Scribe  E.  The  Committee  recommended  that 
the  necessary  authority  be  given  by  Grand  Chapter,  with 
power  to  the  Committee  to  make  regulations  as  to  issue, 
and  it  was  so  ordered. 

R.  E.  Comp.  F.  B.  L.  Gaffney,  P.G.J.,  a  Past  First 
Principal  of  the  defunct  Duke  of  Albany  Chapter,  peti- 
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tioned  for  the  suspension  of  his  rights  and  privileges  as  a 
Royal  Arch  Mason  to  be  removed,  .and  the  Committee 
recommended  that  his  petition  be  granted  upon  payment 
of  the  sum  of  one  guinea. 

The  R.  E.  Companion  stated  that  he  resigned  his 
membership  of  the  Chapter  prior  to  its  being  erased  in 
1907,  but  as  the  Chapter  failed  to  make  any  return  his 
resignation  was  not  recorded  in  the  books  of  Grand 
Chapter  and,  as  he  neglected  to  obtain  a  clearance  certifi- 
cate and  could  furnish  no  documentary  evidence  of  his  so 
resigning,  it  was  necessary  that  his  suspension  be  removed 
by  Grand  Chapter  before  he  could  again  become  actively 
associated  with  Royal  Arch  Freemasonry. 

The  R.  E.  Companion  next  appeared  as  the  chief 
officer  on  a  petition  for  a  new  Chapter,  to  meet  in  the 
Oddfellows'  Hall,  Melbourne,  but  as  the  rooms  were 
pronounced  by  the  Committee  as  unsuitable,  it  was  not 
recommended.  An  amended  petition  changed  the  meet- 
ing place  to  Freemasons'  Hall  and  proved  acceptable. 

The  April  Grand  Convocation  was  the  silver  jubilee 
of  Grand  Chapter,  and  a  handsome  souvenir  in  the  shape 
of  a  neatly  printed  booklet  with  artistic  cover,  embossed 
in  colors,  was  produced  for  the  occasion.  One  of  its 
leading  features  is  a  collection  of  portraits  of  the  Grand 
First  Principals  for  the  twenty-five  years  of  the  Grand 
Chapter's  existence,  as  well  as  a  most  interesting  his- 
torical resume  of  its  achievements  and  vicissitudes. 
Among  the  excellent  portraits  is  one  of  M.  E.  Comp. 
J.  D'Amer  Drew,  Canada's  veteran  representative,  now 
well  into  his  ninth  decade,  and  still  a  frequent  attendant 
at  the  Convocations. 

Edward  Coulson,  Melbourne,  Grand  Z. 

G.  L.  Marquand,  Melbourne,  Grand  Scribe  E. 

Virginia 

Chapters  .  .  69.  Members  .  .  7,058. 

The  jurisdiction  had  the  good  fortune  to  be  under  the 
watchful  eye  of  a  Solomon  during  the  year  1912,  and  it 
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made  a  fairly  good  record.  The  membership  was  in- 
creased by  over  three  hundred,  and  all  reports  as  pre- 
sented to  the  One  hundred  and  Sixth  Annual  Convoca- 
tion, in  Richmond,  on  the  28th  and  29th  October,  were 
indicative  of  attention  to  duty  by  those  entrusted  with 
the  affairs  of  Grand  Chapter. 

Grand  High  Priest  M.  E.  Comp.  Solomon  Cutchins 
would  have  constituted  the  two  new  Chapters  chartered 
at  the  previous  Annual,  but  owing  to  circumstances  he 
deputed  that  function  to  the  Grand  Lecturer.  Nor  did 
he  leave  such  a  pleasant  duty  to  his  successor,  for  the 
increase  in  Chapters  was  not  continued  in  his  term, 
though  he  reported  "  considerable  interest "  apparent  in 
the  jurisdiction  at  large.  He  had  encouraged  the 
strengthening  of  the  weak  Chapters.  Some  of  the  sub- 
ordinates displayed  activity  of  a  promising  kind,  while 
others  again  were  lax  and  tended  to  dormancy. 

He  deplored  his  inability  to  attend  the  Schools  of 
Instruction,  but  commended  their  usefulness  and  the 
faithful  work  of  those  in  charge. 

To  his  efforts  on  behalf  of  the  Masonic  Home  the 
sum  of  $1,069  was  contributed  by  the  Chapters.  He 
again  urged  the  setting  apart  of  three  dollars  from  each 
exaltation  for  this  purpose  be  observed.  His  advocacy 
of  the  George  Washington  Memorial  scheme  was  sin- 
cerely cordial,  and  on  the  occasion  of  a  visit  to  Mount 
Vernon  Chapter  he  was  presented  with  a  beautiful  gavel, 
made  from  the  wood  of  a  walnut  tree  which  grew  near 
the  tomb  of  the  illustrious  Washington,  mounted  with 
silver,  and  bearing  an  appropriate  inscription,  which  he, 
in  turn,  tendered  to  Grand  Chapter,  by  which  the  sou- 
venir will  be  jealously  preserved. 

He  commended  the  good  work  of  the  officers  in  charge 
of  the  districts,  but  to  the  Grand  Lecturer  he  gave  credit 
for  the  general  efficiency  of  the  Chapters,  as  indeed  he 
well  might,  that  officer  being  an  untiring  visitor,  staying 
with  the  Companions  for  periods  of  from  three  to  twelve 
days,  working  the  degrees  or  giving  instruction.  His  re- 
port states  that  he  exalted  eighty-three  during  the  year. 
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M.  E.  Solomon  Cutchins,  the  retiring  Grand  High 
Priest,  was  presented  with  a  handsome  gold  jewel  as  a 
token  of  esteem  from  his  Companions  of  the  Royal  Craft 
in  Virginia. 

Companion  Cutchins,  in  accepting  the  jewel,  grace- 
fully tendered  his  thanks  to  Grand  Chapter  for  such 
valuable  token  of  their  appreciation  of  his  services. 

Comp.  Chas.  Nesbitt,  whose  duties  in  another  field, 
demand  his  undivided  time,  relinquishes  his  seat  in  the 
circle  of  the  guild  and  presents  his  final  review  of  the 
Grand  Chapters,  which,  as  of  yore,  is  devoted  mainly  to 
culling  gems  of  wisdom  from  the  wise  men  of  the  East. 
Our  best  wishes  go  with  Comp.  Nesbitt.  The  reportorial 
quill  will  be  resumed  by  Comp.  J.  W.  Eggleston. 

J.  W.  C.  Bryant,  Clifton  Forge,  Grand  High  Priest. 
James  B.  Blanks,  Petersburg,  Grand  Secretary. 

West  Virginia 

Chapters  .  .  39.  Members  .  .  5,493. 

Grand  High  Priest  Francis  E.  Nichols,  addressing  the 
Forty-third  Annual  Convocation  at  Clarksburg,  on  the 
10th  November,  191 3,  indulged  in  a  retrospective  glance 
at  Grand  Chapter's  early  days  and,  probably  by  way  of 
compliment  to  the  local  Companions,  whose  Chapter, 
Adoniram,  was  then  in  infancy  and  working  under  a 
dispensation  from  the  mother  Grand  Chapter  of  Virginia, 
which  fraternally  left  it  to  the  young  Chapter's  decision, 
yet  unchartered,  as  to  whose  banner  they  preferred  to 
shelter  under,  with  filial  devotion  Adoniram  at  first 
elected  to  stay  beneath  the  maternal  wing,  but  maturer 
counsels  prevailed  and  a  few  months  later  applied  for 
affiliation  with  the  new  Grand  body,  an  action  that  con- 
tributed much  to  the  welding  together  of  the  then  scat- 
tered units  and  the  subsequent  strengthening  of  the  young 
Grand  Chapter. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  gave  the  names  of  the  score 
of  Clarksburg  Companions  who  then  comprised  the  mem- 
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bership  of  Adoniram  Chapter,  one  of  whom,  Comp.  W.  H. 
Freeman,  became  Grand  High  Priest  in  1881. 

Many  questions  were  submitted  to  him  during  the. 
year,  most  of  them  covered  by  existing  laws. 

One  of  the  Chapters,  in  framing  a  new  set  of  by-laws, 
undertook  to  provide  that  a  Companion  desirous  of  affil- 
iating from  beyond  the  jurisdiction  must  take  the  Council 
degrees  at  a  fee  of  $10,  if,  of  course,  he  has  not  had 
them  already. 

The  G.  H.  P.  suggested,  in  the  absence  of  authority, 
that  the  by-laws  conform  to  Grand  Chapter  laws  and  to 
read  "  one-third  of  the  fee  for  the  several  degrees  as 
charged."  The  "  Plan  "  has  its  difficulties  in  striving  to 
get  placed. 

Grand  Secretary  Reed  reminded  the  Companions  that 
it  was  ten  years  ago  in  Clarksburg  that  they  elected  him 
to  the  office  he  now  held,  and  as  they  met  again  in  his 
home  city  he  desired  to  offer  his  personal  welcome.  His 
report  indicated  progress. 

Tygart  Valley  Chapter,  U.D.,  having  worked  satis- 
factorily for  two  years,  was  recommended  as  being  wor- 
thy to  receive  a  charter. 

The  Grand  Lecturer  and  his  deputies  were  com- 
mended for  their  zealous  devotion  and  their  endeavors  to 
bring  the  subordinate  Chapters  up  to  a  standard  of  effi- 
ciency as  nearly  perfect  as  possible. 

Schools  of  instruction  were  recommended  to  be  held 
as  heretofore. 

The  Obituary  Committee  paid  tribute  to  the  work  and 
worth  in  his  useful  life  of  Past  Grand  High  Priest  Joseph 
Hall  of  Wheeling,  who  died  in  January. 

Grand  Secretary  Reed,  P.G.H.P.,  compiles  the  review 
of  the  Grand  Chapters  and  evidently  enjoys  the  work. 

"  There  is  no  dodging  of  issues  this  time,  and  consequently 
no  excuses  to  be  made  for  having  to  write  this  report.  We  have 
been    regularly    appointed    as    Chairman    of    the    Correspondence 
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Committee.  The  work  will  be  our  own,  good  or  bad  as  may  be, 
and  all  we  can  do  is  to  promise  '  to  do  the  best  we  can '  and 
do  it." 

He  had  Canada  for  191 3  under  his  critical  observa- 
tion, but  appears  to  have  devoted  nearly  all  his  attention 
to  the  reporter,  and  the  latter  is  disposed  to  the  opinion 
that  his  effort,  in  that  respect,  was  away  off  the  best  he 
could  have  done.  Canada  was  not  short  of  material  and 
will  probably  furnish  more  in  the  future.  He  is  to  be 
condoled  with  on  the  accident  of  losing  all  his  "  copy  " 
and  being  thus  compelled  to  duplicate  the  entire  work.  It 
explains  much. 

W.  T.  Rittenhouse,  Parkersburg,  Grand  High  Priest. 
D.  K.  Reed,  Clarksburg,  Grand  Secretary. 

Wisconsin 

Chapters  ..  87.  Members  ..  11,110. 

In  Milwaukee's  Scottish  Rite  Cathedral  on  February 
17th,  1914,  the  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Wisconsin's  Grand 
Chapter  met  in  Sixty-fourth  Annual  Convocation.  The 
new  meeting  place  seemed  to  afford  general  satisfaction, 
which  the  Grand  High  Priest,  M.  E.  Comp.  Homer  C. 
Clark,  voiced  in  these  words : 

"  We  have  now  met  for  the  first  time  in  this  beautiful 
Cathedral  erected  and  dedicated  to  the  service  of  the  '  Great  I 
Am.'  We  felicitate  our  trustees  upon  the  wise  and  thoughtful 
provision  they  have  made  for  us  and  can  well  congratulate  our- 
selves because  of  the  beauty,  the  convenience  and  the  entire  ap- 
propriateness of  our  new  home." 

Two  of  the  old-timers  passed  away  during  the  year — 
Past  Grand  High  Priests  Thomas  Jefferson  Pereles,  who 
presided  in  1903,  and  Stephen  H.  Alban,  in  1886— both 
eminent  legal  lights,  public-spirited  citizens  and  consistent 
Masons. 

Thomas  Copeland  Cassidy  had  attained  to  the  same 
exalted  rank  in  the  Grand  Chapter,  and  some  years  ago 
made  his  home  in  Wisconsin,  where  the  Grand  Chapter 
in  1910  made  him  an  honorary  member.  He  died  in 
August,  1913. 
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One  Chapter  was  constituted  and  two  instituted. 

Courtesies  in  respect  of  asking  sister  Grand  Chapters 
to  authorize  a  subordinate  to  confer  the  degrees  on  a 
Wisconsin  accepted  brother  and  vice  versa  were  referred 
to.  He  made  a  similar  request  of  Pennsylvania's  Grand 
High  Priest,  but  he  was  unable  to  comply  therewith  be- 
cause of  the  peculiar  terms  of  the  constitution  of  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  that  State,  which  provides:  "  One 
Chapter  cannot  delegate  to  another  the  advancement  of 
any  Mason ;  nor  can  a  Chapter  advance  any  but  its  own 
members." 

He  effected  many  Chapter  visitations  and  tried  to 
make  them  of  some  profit  to  the  Companions.  Many  ques- 
tions were  put  to  him  for  decision,  but  w7hy,  even  he  could 
not  well  understand,  but  so  it  is  abroad  as  well  as  at  home. 
He  commends  a  study  of  the  Constitution  to  all  Chapter 
rulers,  as  it  is  a 

"marvel  of  completeness:  it  is  plainly  written  and  easily  read, 
and  they  will  find  therein  a  complete  and  exact  answer  to  nearly 
every  administrative  question  that  may  arise  in  the  government 
of  Chapters.  Accurate  knowledge  of  its  provisions  is  as  import- 
ant as  ritualistic  correctness  and  is  withal  more  easily  attained." 

Lethargic  Chapters  gave  him  some  concern,  and  he 
was  disposed  in  a  couple  of  cases  to  go  to  the  extreme 
length,  but  promises  of  amendment  prevailed. 

"  These  things  are  not  as  they  should  be.  The  business  of 
Royal  Arch  Masonry  is  serious  business,  and  it  is  worth  while." 

He  had  a  good  word  to  say  for  the  dependent  member- 
ship idea  and  backed  his  plea  with  a  recommendation  that 
the  Jurisprudence  Committee  again  consider  the  argu- 
ments pro  and  con  and  report  a  decision. 

Convinced  that  something  should  be  provided  as  a 
souvenir  or  token  of  remembrance  of  the  fact  of  the  first 
convocation  held  in  the  new  Cathedral,  he  had  pennies  of 
a  suitable  design  procured  for  distribution  at  the  confer- 
ring of  the  Mark  degree  on  the  occasion. 
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He  had  extended  an  invitation  to  M.  E.  Comp. 
Bernard  G.  Witt,  General  Grand  High  Priest,  to  be  pres- 
ent at  the  Convocation,  which  was  accepted,  and  all  con- 
stituent Chapters  notified,  when  a  letter  from  the  dis- 
tinguished Companion,  saying  that  he  had  received  an 
imperative  summons  from  a  Mississippi  court  in  a  suit 
where  his  testimony  was  considered  of  first  importance, 
would  deprive  him  of  the  pleasure  of  the  anticipated  visit. 

Grand  Lecturer  Stockwell's  report  mentioned  two 
Chapters  which  fought  shy  of  work  for  some  time,  and 
he  suggested  prompt  drastic  action  be  taken  by  Grand 
Chapter.  The  proper  Committee  discussed  the  matter 
and  recommended  that  they  be  notified  to  mend  their 
ways  or  at  next  Annual  Convocation  steps  would  be  taken. 

Following  on  the  Grand  High  Priest's  suggestion,  the 
Jurisprudence  Committee  recommended  the  promulgation 
of  the  following  edict: 

"  Voluntary  non-affiliation  in  Lodge  for  one  year  shall  ex- 
clude a  Royal  Arch  Mason  from  his  membership  in  the  Chapter, 
after  due  notice,  either  personally  or  by  mail,  has  been  served 
upon  him  to  show  cause  why  he  should  not  be  excluded.  Such 
exclusion  shall  cease  upon  'affiliation  in  a  Lodge." 

And  thus  Wisconsin  departs  from  the  methods  of  its 
fathers  and  abandons  "  ancient  usage  "  for  a  modernism 
of  very  doubtful  expediency,  but  such  is  the  effect  of  the 
"  barnacle  "  and  its  persuasive  expounders  of  the  teaching 
"  follow  my  leader." 

The  customary  Past  Grand  High  Priest's  jewel  was 
presented  to  M.  E.  Comp.  Homer  C.  Clark,  the  outgoing 
Grand  High  Priest,  who  had  served  so  faithfully  the 
past  year. 

Companion  Clark  accepted  the  jewel  with  appreciative 
words  of  thanks,  and  reminded  the  Companions  present 
that,  although  he  was  now  relieved  from  the  responsibili- 
ties of  office,  yet  as  an  individual  craftsman  he  pledged 
anew  his  love  for  Capitular  Masonry. 

A  most  acceptable  report  on  Correspondence  is  that 
from  the  pen  of  M.  E.  Comp.  Samuel  Wright.  Discussing 
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Canada  for  191 3,  he  takes  issue  with  M.  E.  Comp.  Har- 
court  for  citing  the  King  James  Bible  as  being  of  more 
value  than  the  revised,  and  pauses  to  wonder  why  it  was 
brought  to  the  front  at  all,  and  goes  him  one  better  by 
submitting  the  Declaration  of  Independence  as  a  model  of 
diction,  and  to  his  view,  covering  more  clearly  the  point 
raised  by  Comp.  Harcourt. 

"  All  experience  hath  shown  that  mankind  are  more  dis- 
posed to  suffer  while  evils  are  sufferable,  than  to  right  them- 
selves by  abolishing  the  forms  to  which  they  are  accustomed." 

He  is  of  the  opinion  that  Texas'  action  with  regard  to 
Scotland  was  somewhat  hasty  and  might  have  displayed 
wise  caution  if  it  had  acted  through  the  General  Grand 
Chapter  by  means  of  a  memorial  on  diplomatic  lines. 
Now,  as  Texas  has  not,  at  least  up  to  date,  memorialized 
the  General  Grand  on  its  own  behalf,  it  is  difficult  to 
understand  how  it  could  so  act  on  behalf  of  a  foreign 
body.  But  his  suggestion  that  the  Grand  bodies  more 
immediately  interested,  and  who  live  in  hope  of  Scot- 
land's ultimate  recognition  of  their  claim  to  sovereignty, 
have  not  gone  the  length  that  Texas  has,  though  they  are 
the  victims  of  Scotland's  alleged  intolerance,  is  valuable 
and  worthy  of  consideration  by  any  who  might  itch  to  go 
and  do  likewise. 

Frank  E.  Noyes,  Marinette,  Grand  High  Priest. 
William  W.  Perry,  Milwaukee,  Grand  Secretary. 

Wyoming 

Chapters  .  .   12.  Members  .  .  945. 

Rawlins  was  the  camping  ground  of  the  Capitular 
hosts  at  the  Sixth  Annual  Convocation  in  March  of  this 
young  Grand  Chapter,  and  Comp.  Park  C.  Hays  was  the 
Grand  High  Priest  who  greeted  them  with  cheering  and 
encouraging  address.  He  told  them  how  he  started  out 
by  issuing  a  letter  to  all  officers,  Grand  and  subordinate, 
"  hoping  in  this  way  to  forward  the  efforts  of  the  Grand 
Commander  in  placing  Templar  Masonry  in  its  proper 
light  before  those  eligible  to  receive  the  Orders." 
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Now  was  not  that  good  of  him?  But  of  course  he  did 
not  omit  to  mention  his  own  particular  care,  for  he  added 
"  and  to  place  Capitular  Masonry  in  a  more  favorable 
light  before  the  brothers." 

As  an  illustration  of  the  absence  of  selfishness  the 
action  is  as  unusual  as  it  is  exceptionally  generous. 

He  reported  two  new  Chapters,  one  being  instituted 
in  October  and  the  other  "  constituted  "  in  May,  1913, 
although  both  appear  later  as  applicants  for  charters. 
With  official  assistance  he  kept  an  inspecting  eye  on  the 
subordinates. 

He  had  several  recommendations  to  submit,  one  to 
penalize  Chapters  tardy  in  making  returns,  another  to 
provide  adequately  for  official  visitation  and  an  appropria- 
tion for  a  Past  Grand  High  Priest's  jewel  for — no,  not 
himself — his  successor.    They  were  adopted. 

Grand  Secretary  Parshall's  report  was  brief  yet  com- 
prehensive. He  stated  that  one  of  the  Chapters  showed 
symptoms  of  decline  and  required  prompt  restorative 
measures.  The  rest  were  lively  and  combined  to  yield  a 
net  gain  of  75. 

The  retiring  Grand  High  Priest  was  decorated  before 
closing  with  the  distinctive  jewel. 

M.  E.  Comp.  Parshall  compiled  his  usual  admirable 
review  of  the  Grand  Chapters.  His  inspection  of  Canada 
for  19 1 3  was  thorough  and  complimentary.  Under  In- 
diana, whose  reporter  defended  the  relative  membership 
"  doctrine,"  he  replied : 

"  We  would  ask  of  what  use  a  member  is  to  a  Lodge,  who 
does  not  attend,  who  takes  no  interest  in  Lodge  affairs,  and  why 
he  should  be  obliged  to  continue  his  membership,  or  else  perhaps 
lose  membership  in  some  other  body  which  does  not  interest 
him,  unless  he  pays  so  much  per?  If  the  Brother  has  used  the 
Lodge,  Chapter  or  Commandery  as  a  stepping  stone,  he  has  paid 
for  his  degree,  with  us  at  the  rate  of  $50  for  each  body,  and  if 
he  feels  they  are  of  no  value  to  him,  we  see  no  reason  why  he 
should  continue  his  membership.  All  that  the  Lodge  is  getting 
out  of  him  is  his  dues,  and  he  is  getting  nothing  in  return.     If 
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his  means  are  limited,  and  he  is  not  able  to  pay  dues  to  all  of 
the  Orders,  he  should  be  permitted  to  enjoy  that  which  means 
the  most  to  him." 

There  it  is  in  a  nutshell.  Why  should  a  Royal  Arch 
Mason  be  compelled  to  pay  into  the  lodge  a  periodical 
subscription  when  his  individual  inclination  is  for  the 
work  of  the  Chapter?  Such  compulsory  legislation  is  not 
prompted  by  love  for  the  brother,  but  rather  for  what  can 
be  extracted  from  him.  Comp.  Parshall  is  right.  It 
possesses  all  the  aspects  of  commercialism,  and  that  of  a 
very  doubtful  brand. 

Otto  Gramm,  Laramie,  Grand  High  Priest. 

Adrian  J.  Parshall,  Cheyenne,  Grand  Secretary. 


Conclusion. 


As  we  rise  from  the  duty  which  for  a  score  of  years 
has  been  a  labour  that  brought  with  it  a  full  measure  of 
enjoyment  peculiarly  its  own,  we  recall  that  many  dear 
Companions  with  whom  we  have  communed  at  each 
periodical  recurrence  have  gone  to  their  eternal  rest  and 
never  again  will  their  speaking  presence  contribute  to 
gladden  the  long  journey  involved  in  this  annual  review 
of  the  Grand  Chapters.  The  thought  carries  with  it  the 
conviction  that  we  must  ere  long  submit  to  what  all  must 
bow  to  sooner  or  later,  and  nothing  will  remain  of  us 
but  what  will  be  found  on  a  black  bordered  page  in  the 
volume  of  Proceedings  and  a  word  or  two  of  tribute  from 
a  sympathetic  Obituaries  Committee,  embellished  perhaps 
with  a  fragrant  poetic  bouquet  by  way  of  a  floral  offering. 

The  terrible  conflict  that  is  just  now  devastating  the 
once  fruitful- and  peaceable  lands  of  Europe  to  satisfy 
inordinate  human  ambition,  reminds  us  too  that  from  this 
otherwise  happy  country  many  thousands  of  her  sons 
have  left  home  and  dear  ones  at  the  call  of  Empire,  and 
even  at  this  moment  may  be  treading  "  the  paths  of 
glory,"  the  end  of  which  is  not  always  the  garlands  of 
scatheless  victory  Among  them  are  many  brethren  and 
Companions    whom    under    happier    auspices    we    have 
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mingled  with  around  the  fraternal  altar,  and  whose 
safety  and  well  being  we  commend  to  the  All  Powerful 
and  Merciful  Being  to  Whom  even  the  sparrow's  fall  is 
not  unregarded. 

May  it  please  the  Father  of  All  out  of  his  boundless 
loving  kindness  to  restore  them  to  those  whose  hearts  are 
weighted  and  sore  with  anxiety  and  vouchsafe  to  the 
stricken  and  bereaved  that  healing  comfort  which  with 
an  abiding  faith  in  His  gracious  promises,  is  their  sure 
reward. 

There  has  been  no  intentional  slight  involved  in  the 
overlooking  of  the  few  records  that  happened  to  come  to 
our  desk  rather  late,  as  it  was  found  necessary  to  satisfy 
the  importunate  demands  of  the  printer.  If  it  is  so 
appointed  that  we  are  again  spared  for  this  duty,  we 
hope  to  make  amends.  Meantime  we  ask  the  indulgence 
of  the  Companions  at  home  and  abroad. 

"  Hope  like  the  gleaming  taper's  light 
Adorns  and  cheers  our  way, 
And  still,  as  darker  grows  the  night, 
Emits  a  brighter  ray." 

Fraternally  submitted. 


Chairman. 
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Proceedings  Reviewed 


Alabama 

Arizona 

Arkansas  ..." 

California   

Colorado 

Connecticut 

Delaware 

District  of  Columbia 

Florida 

Georgia 

Idaho 

Indiana 

Iowa 

Ireland     

Kansas 

Louisiana 

Maine 

Maryland 

Massachusetts 

Michigan 

Minnesota 

Mississippi    

Missouri 

Nebraska 

Nevada    

New  Brunswick .... 


'9*3 
1914 

>9*3 
1914 
1914 
1914 
1914 
1914 
1914 
1914 
1914 
1914 
1914 

'9*3 
1914 
1914 

1914 
^13 
'9'3 
1914 

1913 
1914 
1914 

i9'3 
1914 

'9>3 


New  Hampshire.  .  . 

New  Jersey 

New  Mexico 

New  South  Wales. 

New  York 

New  Zealand 

North  Carolina .  .  .  . 

North  Dakota 

Oklahoma 

Oregon    

Pennsylvania 

Quebec 

Rhode  Island 

Scotland 

South  Carolina 

South  Dakota 

Tennessee 

Texas 

Utah 

Vermont 

Victoria 

Virginia 

West  Virginia 

Wisconsin  .    

Wyoming 


1914 
1914 
'9'3 
•9>3 
1914 
.914 
1914 
1914 
1914 
1914 

'9'3 
1914 

'9i3 
1914 

1914 
1914 
1914 

1913 
1914 
1914 
1914 
•9'3 
•913 
1914 
1914 


CAPITULAR  STATISTICS 
As  compiled  by  Grand  Chapter,  Maine 


GRAND 
CHAPTERS 


W 


C0  C 

3.9 

IS 

•a  o 


o  /> 

^  8 


Alabama,  1913 

Arizona,  IQ13 

Arkansas    

California,   19 13 

Canada,  1913 

Colorado,  1913.     

Connecticut,  1913. 

Delaware,  1914 

Dist.  Columbia,  1913. . 

Florida,  1913 

Georgia,  1913 

Idaho,  1913 

Illinois,  1913 

Indiana,  1913 

Iowa,  1913 

Kansas,  1913 

Kentucky,  1913 

Louisiana,  1913 

Maine,  1913 

Maryland,  191 3 

Massachusetts,  1913  . 

Michigan,  1913 

Minnesota,  1913 

Mississippi,  191 3 

Missouri,  1913 

Montana,  1912 

Nebraska,  1913 

Nevada,  1913 

New  Brunswick,  1912. 
New  Hampshire,  1913 

New  Jersey,  1913 

New  Mexico,  1913.  .  . 

New  York,  191 3 

North  Carolina,  1913. 
North  Dakota,  1913  . 
Nova  Scotia,  1913 

Ohio,  1913 

Oklahoma,  1913 

Oregon,  1913 

Pennsylvania,  1913  .  . . 

Quebec,  1913 

Rhode  Island,  1913  .  .  . 
South  Carolina,  1913. 
South  Dakota,  1913  . .  . 

Tennessee,  191 3 

Texas,  1913 

Utah,  1913 

Vermont,  1913 

Virginia,  1913 

Washington,  1913 
West  Virginia,  1913.  • 

Wisconsin,  191 3 

Wyoming,  191 3 

Gen.  G.  Chapter 


66 

8 

85 

101 

170 

46 

40 

4 
12 

30 
146 

18 
205 
114 
127 

94 
no 

35 
63 
24 
82 

'5' 
74 
77 

105 
21 

55 
10 
8 
26 
38 
16 

207 
46 
22 
'7 

173 
72 
34 

135 
1 1 
10 
3i 
36 
86 

269 
4 
30 
69 
36 
39 
85 


3.943 

695 

4,261 

12,692 

l8,333 

5. '97 

9,011 

1,144 

3»567 

2,134 

^255 

i» '34 

37.350 

16,384 

12,580 

9.794 

9.329 

3.386 

10,151 

3»857 
24,165 
22,462 

8,823 

4.432 
13.658 

1,940 

4.770 
489 
821 

4.409 
6,986 
1,081 

39.398 
3.092 
2,534 
i,439 

35. '60 
4.922 
3.724 

33. '88 
1,418 
4,111 
2,842 
3.233 
5.434 

18,860 

598 
4,276 

7.058 

4.'30 

5.943 

11,110 

945 


403 
4' 
296 
663 
'.743 
499 
422 

36 
166 
167 

655 

96 

3,021 

'.307 
9'3 
658 
728 
281 

521 
279 

1.335 

'.525 
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Fifty-eighth  Convocation  of   the  Grand  Chapter 
iinada   will   be   held   in  the  (at\    of    Toronto,   Ont., 
on  Wednesday,  the  23rd  February,  1916. 
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